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PHIS MONTH'S COVER

For 70 years the Governor'’s Palace at Williamsburg stood as the
symbol of royal authority im colonial Virginia. Begun in 1705 under
an appropriation by the House of Burgesses and completed in 1720, it
served as the official residence of a succession of brilliant British
governors: Alexander Spotswood, Hugh Drysdale, William Gooch, Robert
Dinwiddie, Francis Fauquier, Norborne Berkeley, and John Murray, the
Barl of Dunmore. During the Revolution the Palace became the execu-
tive mansion of the first two governors of the Virginia Commonwealth,
Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson. It was destroyed by fire in Decem-
ber, 1781.

The rebuilding of the palace with its gardens and outbuildings,
undertaken in 1930 by Colonial Williamsburg, Incorporated, has been
called one of the most extensive single colonial restorations perform-
ed in this country. FEssentially English "Georgian" in design the pal-
ace undoubted ly influenced the architecture of many of the great houses
which were erected on the more prosperous Virginia plantations in the
middle of the 18th century. Likewise the life and manners of the fal-
ace made a lasting imprint on Virginia culture.

The successful reconstruction of this important colonial estate
has been made possible through the wealth of material pertaining to it
which has survived. The new palace rests on the foundations of the
original building, which were discovered in excavating the site. A4s
a guide to the accurate restoration there were extant a copperplate
engraving, from the Bodleian Library, at Oxford, Eng land, which showed
the principal front of the building as it appeared Dbetween 1732 and
1747, & floor plan drawn by Thomas Jefferson in 1779, and the so-called
Prenchman'’s MNap of 1782, which showed the arrangement of the main build-
ings. In addition there were other maps, extensive inventories of
three colonial governors, the Journals of the House of Burgesses, and
other colonial records.

The cover is reproduced from a pen and ink drawing by Nilliam 4.
Youngblood who was formerly connected with the Regional Office of the
National Park Service.
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Perhaps it will surprise you, --- but I don’'t look upon my assign-
ment as one of telling you where in the National Park System you may
fish or swim or ski or camp or carry on any of those other activities so
frequently grouped under the heading of outdoor recreation. I wish
first to get over an idea of what is, I believe, properly meant by rec-
reation in the National parks and monuments, and to indicate some, but
by no means all, the means and methods by which it may be enjoyed.

When the Yellowstone National Park was established in 1872, the act
which set it aside declared that it was "dedicated and set apart as a
public park or pleasuring ground for the benefit and enjoyment of the
people," and the implication was there that the people were those not
only of that day but of future generations. When the National Park Ser-
vice organic act was passed 44 years later, it declared that the purpose
with respect to national parks, monuments, and reservations, was "to con-
serve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wildlife
thereinand to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and
by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future
generations." I do not believe we are wrong in stating that this con-
stitutes one purpose, not two purposes, and that the object of the act
was to provide that these resources be preserved for human enjoyment,
now and in the future.

Now certainly the kinds of enjoyment which must be provided must be
dominantly those kinds that depend for their fullest realization wupon
that process of preservation, --whether it be of a great wilderness such
as the Olympic area, or an historic house like that in which the terms
of surrender of Cornwallis' Army were agreed upon, or a structure left
behind by the prehistoric inhabitants of this country . of ours, such as
the Great Cliff Palace at Mesa Verde. That, I believe, marks the essen-
tial distinguishing characteristic of the properties administered by the
National Park Service and described generally in the phrase National
Park System,-- that their highest use is for those types of recreation
and enjoyment which minister to the needs of the human mind and the hum-
an spirit, and that other kinds of recreation shall be provided only
to the extent that they do not in any material way impair the capacity
of these areas to provide that kind of use.

Even within that highly restrictive limit, of course, these magnif -
icent properties possess a capacity for providing a great variety of re-
creational experience. I think that we would all agree, probably, that
if we did nothing for the people but provide means for them to see the
scenery of the national parks and monuments, with some of it available
to view by automobile, and with much more of it visible only to those
who are willing to use shank's mare or the back of a horse, the National
Park Service still would be supplying a public service of great impor-
tance, and making a large contribution to the enjoyment of the people.

Editor's note: This dramatic story of our KNational Parks is from
Mr. Bvison's recent address before the American MNuseum of Natural
Fistory in New York.
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The educational program of the Service does not--and it is not intended
to--provide an education in natural history, geology, archeology, his-
tory or any other specialized field of study, even though the areas
themse lves may be and are used extensively in connection with university
and other educational processes. Its purpose is to quicken the imagina-
tion, to enlarge the vision, to augment the inspiration of those who
come to the parks so that their experience may be more deeply satisfying.

We have, too, per-
mitted the introduc-
tion of other ac-
tivi t ies, which like
those al- ready dis-

basically
al inchar -

cussed,are
recreation-

acter.With them the
intention has been
to permit them only if

done with-
pair ing
ty of the
supply those
of recrea-
perienc e
be supplied
so satis-

it can be
out im-
the capaci-
areas to
higher kinds
tional ex-
that can

nowhere else
factorily.

Thus: thousands
of our vis- itors come
in to see and to

also to

learn, but
picnic, or
to walk the
climb the
fish, to paddle a

Thousands of Americans go yearly to

seek inspiration in remote and pic-

turesque parks

to camp,
trails, to
peaks, to

canoe or row a boat along a stream or lake, to ski across the dazzling
white snow-covered slopes, to exercise skill as photographers or paint-
ers, and to visit the remotenesses that are particularly rare and precious
to men and women sensitive to the allure of the wild and unspoiled places
which are among the greatest gifts of the supreme creative force. These
certainly are physical activities wholly in keeping with the character
of these places.

I have no doubt that, if we were to take a census we should find
that about every person has visited some park or monument in the National
Park System. There are few who do not find inspiration in our national
parks. Have you been to Dinosaur, where the paleontologists have been
uncover ing priceless remains of ancient life forms, in those fearful
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canyons of Lodore and the Yampa which come together at Pat's Hole? Have
you tested your lungs and your legs and your sureness of foot in order
to view the fantastic rock-carving vagaries of wind and running water in
the Arches, up in eastern Utah, or at Natural Bridge, farther south; or
at Rainbow Bridge, down near the Arizona line? Have you mistreated the
good leather sole of your shoes on the lava of Idaho's monument, the
Craters of the Moon, or on the Devil's Golf course in Death Valley? Have
you, in the midst of your observation of the desert and the bleak ranges
which rim this monument, seen the panamint daisy or the paint brushgrow-
ing at your feet, and got a new concept of the many-sidedness of this
area of terrible repute for heat and thirst? Perhaps you have wandered
through rooms which still bear the colored decorations placed there a
thousand years ago by the early peoples of the Mesa Verde - The "Green
Mountain"; but have you dropped into Frijoles Canyon at Bandelier, in
New Mexico; to view what 1is left of anaboriginal apartment house or
clambered into one of those chambers carved out of the canyon wall by
the little men of long ago; or viewed, from beside Threatening Rock, be-
fore it crashed, the circles of Pueblo Bonito; or the cliff dwellings up
on the sheer sandstone wall of the Canyon de Chelly; or Montezuma's Ca-
stle? Have you stood on the brink of Bryce Canyon when the sun was drop-
ping low in the west and watched its light, reflected from the red west-
ward surfaces of a thousand pinnacles, impart the ruddy glow of incandes-
cence to surfaces unreached by the direct rays of the sun? Have you, on
foot, or on a mule which at every switchback thrusts its head out over
the appalling abyss with a fearful and exasperating bravado, dropped
down the Bright Angel Trail from the North Rim of the Grand Canyon to
where Roaring Spring gushes forth fpom the canyon wall, and down beyond
it to the Colorado and the suspension bridge that offers the only cross-
ing of the river within the park. These are recreational experiences
that call for exercise of one's physical powers, but that provide also
a mental and emotional stimulus of which the memory 1is likely to be a
lasting one.

Many of the mysteries of creation will doubtless remain mysteries
for all of us, since we are still but gropers in the dark. Yet the
lively mind and the spirit attuned to nature is constantly inquiring or
may be stimulated into inquiry. We want to know what happened, and why
and how and where. The answer does not always lie in what we see or hear
or feel or smell or taste, but is the result of patient study and re-
search. Gradually, over the past two decades, our own forces and agen-
cies from outside the Service have been doing this research. Within the
Service, by museums such as that at Norris Geyser Basin or the one now
being built at Ocmulgee National Monument in Georgia, to explain those
long-disappeared people who built their great mounds through the South
east; by signs along the roads and trails; by guided trips in automo-
biles, or on horseback or on foot, or even by boat, as is so pleasantly
done in Acadia; by publications, by lectures and motion pictures, -- by
all these means, there has been constant effort and, we believe, con-
stantly improving effort, to get across the story these areas of ours
and yours so magnificently illustrate. Our museums are adjuncts of the
areas themselves; they limit themselves to as simple and lucid methods
as possible to add to understanding and appreciation of the areas in
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which they are situated; they are intended to be taken with the park and
to heighten the visitor's enjoyment of it.

There was a day when, with the first heavy snow, the great national
parks of the west closed their gates except to a venturesome few. Today
Rainier and Yosemite and Crater Lake and many others are open twe lve
months a year, and snow is merely a welcome sight to those for whom
winter is the happiest and liveliest outdoors time of the whole year.
There and then blooms a spirit of fellowship, of camarderie that is
one of the finest things the areas produce, as men and women ski over
the snowfields, skate on frozen lakes, or gather round the cheerful fires
of an evening. Never are the forests more serene, never the parks more
glittering and brilliant.

I have tried to picture for you some of the kinds of enjoyment--
whether it be by the sight of the high peaks, the virgin forest of the
Pacific Northwest, the desert of the Joshua Tree or Organ Pipe Cactus,
or the winter snows; by active play or by the quiet drinking-in of beau-
ty--some of the ¢thrills that are a part of the recreational experience in
these matchless
possessions. Use
of the patks should
stimulate us phy-
sically, they
should---at least
they can--make us

wiser in our day

and generation,
and in this time
of stress and

trouble and worry,
they can bring to
the sensitive spir-
it a repose and
a depth of satis-
faction beyond
all price.

Playgrounds for
future Americans
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SIGNIFICANCE OF ANTIETAM NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD SITE

Interpretative Statement : 1V

This is the fourth of a series of interpretative statements which have been pre-
pared by the Branch of Historic Sites designed to explain concisely the broader sig-
nificance of those national areas which have been set aside because of their his-
torical importance. KEach statement is intended to keynote an essential individual
theme which will serve both as a guide post for those who develop an area and as
orientation for those who visit it.

General Alexander called the battle of Antietam "The bloodiest bat-
tle ever fought upon this continent," and John Codman Ropes wrote, "It
is likely that more men were killed and wounded on the 17th of September
than on any other single day in the whole war."

Tactically, Antie-
tam was a drawn battle,
but in the larger sense
its result was decisive-
ly in favor of the Un-
ion. After it, Lee re-
treated, while McClellan
advanced, intoVirginia.
This alone was enough to
raise the morale of the
North, when contrasted
with the failures and
defeats of the preced-
ing summer. Its favor-
able issue gave Presi-
dent Lincoln, five days
after the battle, the
opportunity which he
had been awaiting for
months to issue the
Emancipation Proclama-
tion.

Burnside Bridge

On the other hand, the Confederate Government was disappointed in
its hopes that the presence of aConfederate Army inMaryland would arouse
the people of that State to break from the Union and join the Confeder-
ates, and that a Confederate victory there would increase the large num-
ber of people in the North who were opposed to the war and enable them
to force its termination.

More important than all, it deterred England and France from accord-
ing to the Confederates the recognition which the governments of those
countries had been contemplating ever since the beginning of the war.
The diplomatic history of the period makes it evident that in the autumn
of 1862 those two great powers were more inclined than at any other time
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earlier or later, to pronounce the Confederacy an established nation.
Three days before the battle of Antietam, the Prime Minister of England,
Lord Palmerston, stated in a note: "It is evident that a great conflict
is now taking place to the northwest of Washington and its issue must
have a great effect on the state of affairs. If the Federalists sustain
a great defeat, they may be at once ready for mediation, and the 1iron
should be struck while it is hot. If on the other hand, they should

have the best of it, we may wait a while and see."

Lee's failure to carry the war deeply or effectively into the north-
ern states or even to maintain himself in Maryland, coupled with the al-
most simultaneous repulse of Bragg's invasion of Kentucky, which was
turned back at the Battle of Perryville on October 8, 1862, caused Great
Britain to "wait and see". No later occasion arose which seemed favor-
able to the British Government. Probably the greatest significance of
Antietam in our national history, therefore, lies in the fact that if
Lee had won that battle it very likely would have foreshadowed the fin-
al independence of the Confederacy. But when he turned back to Virginia,
the most promising, if not the last, opportunity of foreign intervention
vanished.

Prior to Lincoln's preliminary proclamation of September 23, 1862,
which warned the South that on January 1, 1863, he would declare free
all slaves in territory still resisting the Union, and the Emancipation
Proclamation itself on New Year's Day, 1863, the avowed purpose of the
war on the part of the Government was to preserve the Union. Henceforth,
the purpose of the war broadened. It now had two purposes; to preserve
the Union and to end slavery.

Thus, in its effect on the outcome of the conflict,in relation both
to its foreign and internal consequences, the Battle of Antietam was unique
and without parallel during the entire course of the war.
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TRIBUTE TO AMERICANISM

One of the most charming, popular and levely ladies ever to cross
the Atlantic to American shores was the Statue of Liberty. She made her
debut on October 28, 1886. Since that time no other feminine attractions
have caused American hearts tobeat with so much emotion as have those of
this goddess who stands with such fierce and possessive pride at the mouth
of the New York harbour.

She grows more popular as the years go by. Dur ing the first four
months of 1941, 61% more visitors rode out to the Statue of Liberty than
for the same period of 1940. In April, 1941 for instance,approximately
33,000 persons went to see the view of Manhattan's skyline with the gray
seas rolling at its feet. This was 275% of the total number of visitors
who in April of last year climbed the gray granite steps of the National
Monument to pay their tribute to Americanism.--Fanning Hearon.
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THE PRAIRIE TREK

BY

HiLLis L. Howle

The 1939 caravan stops for one hundred gallons of drinking water

For the past fifteen summers I have accompanied groups of high
school boys on expeditions into all parts of the Rocky Mountains and in-
to much of the desert country of the southwest. On these expeditions
our primary purpose was to train the boys to use their vacations intell-
igently and to teach them the value of our national parks, national mon-
uments, national forests, indian reservations and other interesting parts
of our public domain. We used these areas as laboratories. In them the
boys made scientific field experiments under the leaders of our party.

On these treks we sought out the remote and generally unknown wil-
derness regions. Somet imes we pretended that we were the first white
men to penetrate these wilds. In many spots the boys had an opportunity
to compare the unspoiled 1land with country which had been "developed".
We led a simple life, did our own cooking, gathered firewood, sagebrush
or buffalo chips for fuel and slept under the stars almost every night.
We were providing a pioneer experience for the boys in a frontier part
of the nation.

Each year on these trips "back of beyond" our party has consisted
of twenty carefully-selected boys and a staff of five men. These men
were selected because of their ability to transfer their scientific and
historic interests to the young members of the party. We used a caravan
of station wagons and a truck to carry tents, camping equipment and com-
missary supplies from our permanent base camps to interesting objectives.






