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RESE /—\ JQ\JJ INTRODUCTION

The November Supplement contained the first of a series of Special
Reports covering research done at Bancroft Library, University of California,
on original records of the Missions of Pimeria Alta. This firs+% report
dealt chiefly with names of priests officiating at variows missions with
deates and such historical notes as could be found. Important among the
material contained in this report is a mimeographed reproduction of %he
Padre Kino Burial Record taken from "Libro de Entierros" of Santa Maria
Magdalena.

There is sufficient additional material for another one or two Spe-
cial Reports on historical notes, padres officiating, etc., which has been
practically worked into shape for publication. However, in order to vary
the subject material as the reports appear, the second Special Report (#12)
has been organized about the officisl reports of Bishop de los Reyes as
the material of central interest. Most of the following pages are taken
up with translations from Bishop Reyes' reports.

These reports have been known to students of Southwestern history
for quite some time and passages from many of them have been cited by
various historians. It was thought, however, that translations of the
complete reports on those missions of interest to us would be very worth
while because having these complete translations in hand during trips
among these missions makes possible minute checking up on historically
important details.

Perhaps first in importance among historical items this month is the
reference, page 427 this report, to the building of a church at Cocospera.
Noted here we find "...in the visita of Santiago de Cocospera where the
missionary lives at the present time, and where there is being constructed
the church..." The writer visited Cocospera in October 1935 with the NPS
survey party. At this time it was noted that the present beautiful struc-
ture is the ruin of an enlarged and remodeled earlier mission structure.
The earlier structure reveals itself as an adobe building with plastered
and decorated interior walls. It seems that this adobe church is the build-
ing that was under construction in the early 1770's when Bishop Reyes is
writing. The extension in front and rear of this adobe church together
with the remodling of the interior, done in burned brick and plaster, were
probably accomplished in the very late 18th or early 19th century. No
specific reference was found on this point.

A second item of great interest is found on page 431, this report.
In the report of the Scientific Commission to Puerto Libertad we find
reference to the fact that construction on Caborca Mission was started
in 1803 and completed in 1810. Since Fr. D. Tomas Recbinson, Chief of
the Scientific Commission, is writing of an expedition made in 1861, this
would place the construction of Caborca Mission some 50 to 60 years prior
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BANCROFT LIB<ARY RESEARCH (CONT.)

to the work of the Commission. It would be interesting to find other re-
cords more nearly contemporary with the actual building of the Church.

Present day visitors to Caborca note the appalling damage being done
to the regar of the church by the incessant battering of the river. On page
433 of this report we find Fr. D. Tomas Robinson refers to the river and
the damage it is doing. He states that formerly the stream ran in a chan-
nel some distance away and that it changed its course as a result of a
great flocd of the river happening in the year 1828. He further infers
that the damage had not vet started in 1828 for he says that "..the church
with this change being the nearest to the point of deviation, would be en-
dangered in some new flood, and it would he desirable as a work of public
welfare, that the Minister of Promotion, Colonization and Industry, would
take it under his exalted consideration." All of the damage we now see at
the rear of the church has apparently been done by floods subsequent to the
inundation of 1828. Thus, we make two observations of interest; Vix., (1)
in the 108 to 109 years past the damage observed has occurred; while (2) it
is of intense interest geologically to observe how much transformation has
occurred in the meander loops of this river in the period of slightly more
than 100 years. Of further interest is the fact that in these 108 to 109
years the Minister of Promotion, Colonization and Industry has apparently
not taken the matter of altering the stream to its original course under
his high consideration.

Because of its interest in helping us spot the location of the earlier
San Xavier Mission I am including in full the article by Rev. Father Mark
Bucher, which appeared in the February 1936 number of the Hispanic American
Review. No translation was involved in this article so it appears exactly
as written.

On Page 427, this report, we see reference to Tumacacori as follows:
"The town of San Jose de Tumacacori is situated seven leagues south of
Guevavi, and one from the Presidio of Tubac..." This would just about
describe the location of Tumacacori as we know it today. Again, on page
426, this report, we find "...The mission of Guevavi with three visita
towns, is the most easterly of Upper Pimeria; to the east (oriente) at a
short league from the town of Tumacacori is situated the Presidio of Tubac;
to the west (occidente) at a distance of 12 leagues, the Mission of Suamrica
.+." According to this last note, for Tubac to be located a short league
east, Tumacacori at that time would have to have been situated a short
league west of Tubac. This would describe the location of Tumacacori as
womewhere along the flanks of the Tumacacori Mountains and in one of the
valleys that opens out just west of Tubac. Since there is a discrepancy
in describing the location of Tumacacori, between pages 427 and 427 this
report, and since both references are from Bishop Reyes, one or the other
is in error. It would be well, howéver, to explore thoroughly the canyons
and mountain flanks west of Tubac because to date nobody seems quite sure
of the location of the original Tumacacori Church of Kino's day, or of any
church that might have within a few decades replaced this Kino Church. I
call attention to these two varying descriptions in location in the hope
the someone may do a little scouting.
SOUTEWESTERN MONUMENTS 414 SUPPLEMENT FCR DECEMBER, 1936




CUCURPE

Reyes - July 6, 1772 (Los Santos Reyes de Curcurpe) P.749-
Pimerie Baja (Lower Pimeria)

The Mission of Cucurpe is the last and most northerly of these which
are commonly called Lower Pimeria and the province of Sonora. At the pre-
sent time it is reduced to a lone (sole) visita town, due to the other
town's, named San Juan Bautista de Saracache, having been abandoned by
order of the governor of the provinces. The soil of this abandoned town
is very advantageous and the most rich in minerals of the province; in
the year 78 (Is this an error and should it be 1768 and not 1QZ§?) some
gold and silver mines were being worked, and it was peopled with nine
storekeeper's shops, and one hundred and thirty-seven families 6f Spaniards
and "gente de razon." Of Indians native to the town it is evident accord-
ing to the censuses: that before (the town's) becoming a mining camp there
were forty-eight families; but at the time of the abandonment in the year
70 there were left only five families who congregated in the visita town
of this mission of Cucurpe. All the land of this mission is continuous,
broken, hilly country and ravines barren of trees for building (purposes)
and of small valleys and level lands ("planes"™) for tilling and sowing.

To the East at a distance of fifteen and twenty leagues this mission
borders upon the tovms and missions of Banauchi and Arispe, belonging to
the Valle de Sonora. To the west all is deserted land up to the California
Gulf thirty leagues distant more or less. To the south fourteen leagues
(away) is situated the preceding mission of Opodepe, and fifteen leagues

to the northwest (is) the mission of San Ignacio of Upper Pimeria.

DELORES: 750 -

In order that one may understand the actual state of Cucurpe Mission,
it 1s necessary to mention, that four leagues north of the town of Cucurpe,
is found situated a small farm of Spaniards and "people of reason" =~ who
say they bought,or had given to them, all the land occupied by the towns
and the old Mission of Delores which Padre Eusebio Kino administered for
many years, and (which) served as a yardstick (model) and base for settling
and establishing the missions of Upper Pimeria. This ancient mission is
the one which is now called (the) town of Delores, whose fertile and ex-
tensive lands are divided up among farmers, who for the cultivation of
their farms, (and) help with their cattle, admit and give a share to as
many evil-doers and vagabonds as care to accommodate themselves. Of
"Hiaquis" (probably Yaqui) Indians, alone, the missionaries of Cuourpe
have counted sometimes thirty-five families who were publicly regarded as
married, almost all being Indians fugitive from their villages and thieves
and whomen unfaithful to their husbands; with this liberty some deviltries
increase notedly in this town of Delores, where there is no longer a church
nor a minister, as this missionary of Cucurpe administers to them, without
the least bit of interest, the holy Sacraments and performs the offices
end burial services (interments) when, they bring the dead, in order to
bury them in lands of the mission. This disinterest is common (general)
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and notorious with all of the missionarics of the college of Santa Cruz
with the Spaniards and "people of reason" who live in the missions, in
mining camps and farms (which), although they may be very distant, always
when they are called help quickly; and if some died without the holy
sacraments it was because they did not give notice in time, or because
they did not want to enjoin in the known risk and danger of those fron-
tiers and encmy lands. The missionaries do not find reason to obligate
the Indians of the mission to accompany them. They serve in this con-
tinual and painful administration of the towns, farms of the Spaniards
and "people of reason", and for (the occasions) when these die, only the
Indians serve as pall-bearers,to dig the graves, and set the tombs in
order to bury them; and, finally, it appears to be against reason and
Justice, these Spaniards' and peoples neither serving nor supplying with
the least thing for the construction and maintenance of the churches of
the missicns. They solicit and desire to be the only ones to have the
right of burials, (and) reserved (designated) sepulchers within the
temple, and that the Indians of the town should be buried in the striums
or cemetaries; but the Indians have to do all this and the missionary
has to conform, if he does not wisk that they should slander him with

the accusations and complaints which these residents (neighbors) of
Delores have made several times against the missionary of Cucurpe,
writing to the governor of the provinces "that the Padre-missionary
wishes to order all that which is the royal jurisdiction; that he offers
resistance to the decisions of the governor and orders of the King; that
he is the enemy of the Spaniards and of "pecple of reason" and other tales
which they have skillfully fabricated and (which they) know are listened
to with pleasure.

CUCURPE - Cont. P. 751

The town of Cucurpe is situated on & highland or plateau hard by a
stream which in rainy season runs turbulently. It is entirely surrounded
by mountains and high, useless, barren hillocks, and only on the northern
side does it have a narrow valley with good lands where the Indians culti-
vate, and work their individual plots of wheat, corn, chickpea and other
seads; but they are (involved) in continual disputes with the residents
of the neighboring town of Delores, who aspire to and say that the limits
of their town will be extended very near to the plots of the Indians of
Cucurpe. The Padre Nicolas de Perera, Jesuit missionary, in behalf of
the Indians, bought for the sum of six hundred pesos the lands of a ranch
which were in between the farms of the Indians and the lands of Delores;
in their claims (pretensions) and contentions with the Indians of Cucurpe,
this means had not been sufficient to curb those of Delores. Those of
Cucurpe are of the Eudebe and Opata nations, similar in tendencies and
customs to their neighbors and relatives of the preceding NMission of
Opodepe. The church of the tovm is crnamented inside with two tiny col-
laterals and four altars with various paintings or several (pictures) and
(lienzos) linen hangings with their borders gilded. The structure of
earth has roofs of good wood and straw, and the sacristry has four

SOUTHWESTERN MONUMENTS 416 SUPPLEMENT FOR DECEMBER, 1936




BANCROFT LIBRARY RESEARCH (CONT.)

chalices, a custodia, a large drinking cup, a high cross, processional
candleholders, an incensory, a holywater pot, four candlesticks, and a
lamp, with other little adornments all made of silver, vestments (orna-
mentos) of all kinds and colors, with (the) decorations sufficient for
altar and divine worship. The house of the Padre-kissionary forms an
inner patio (court) with the church; (he) has an ample and adequate
dwelling, and corresponding offices; the structure of earth, and although
it is new, ruin is threatening some (of the) dwellings and offices. The
settlement of Indians appears to make a plaza with the church and mis-
sionary's house; some have constructed their houses of adobes, but very
squatty, and so little elevated that they do not attain the average

height of a man; they are generally very poor in furniture and temporal
goods. The most diligent and energetic ones have yokes of oxen. During
these last years they have been spoiled by wandering over sandbanks neg-
lecting to plant or cultivate their plots, for which they have suffered
many needs and hungers. Owing to the shifting about of the Indians, the
women are the ones who work in their individual plantings, but due to

this method, although it meets the necessity, there arise great ills

and injuries because being a frontier of enemies, these are able to kill
and steal at will, and the Indians continuing in their disordered liberty
there is no cne to till the soil and defend the town, and it will be nec-
essary to abandon it to the enemies. By the census which I have now

there must be seventy-three families, four widowers and nineteen widows,
twelve orphans, and the (total) number of souls is two hundred eighty-six;
almost all understand and speak the Spanish language, and those who are
willing to attend (the teaching of) the catechism are fairly well educated.
The communal properties (temporalities) of the Indians are five hundred
head of sheep, sixteen (head) of cattle, nine horses and mules, some ranches
or small farms where they say there are wild cattle (being) raised belong-
ing communally to the mission. They sow a plot of wheat, corn and other
seeds and an orchard of trees adjoining the house of the Padre-Missionary;
some Spaniards live in this town and many families of those who are called
"people of reason" ("gente de razon") and in some years the number of these
is rreater than that of the Indians of the town.

TUAPE (San Miguel de Tuape) 752.6

The town of visit San Miguel de Tuape is situated on the flat top
of a hill above the arroyo, seven miles south of the preceding town of
Cucurpe. The next year of seventy, a terrific freshet of the river
carried away all the lands and orchards of the natives of this town,
so that at present there are none, nor does this town have lands for
tilling and sowing within a distance of two or three leagues; they are
of the Eudebe and Opata nations, speak their own language and very few
understand the Spanish; generally, they are ill-inclined, idle and dis-
obedient to the counsels and corrections of the Padre-Missionary. The
children and some (of the) old people know the catechism and principal
tenants of our holy religion, but the rest, because they are not willing
to attend the teaching of the catechism, are ignorant of the necessary
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(knowledge) with the (consequent) necessity of a medium in order to be
able to save themselves. Almost all live needily, hungry, (starved)

and naked. The church is large, the construction is of adobes (unburnt
sun-dried bricks) roofed with straw and earth. Inside (it is) ornamented
with two collaterals of linen, their borders gilded. The sacristry with
two chalices, and a silver case; five chasubles, a white prist's gown,

an amice, and other ornaments of altar and divine worship all very old
and almost unserviceable. The house of the Padre-Missionary was ruined
completely this next year of seventy. The town of the Indians composed
of scattered huts and tiny houses of adobes is situated in the flat top
of the aforesaid hill. By the census which I have now there must be
forty-eight families, three widowers, twelve widows, and the (total)
number of souls is two hundred twenty-eight. The properties (temporali-
ties) or gecods which are communal, are seventy head of cattle, a small
planted field of wheat, corn, and an orchard of trees, whose fruits, al-
though it is said they are for the Padre-Missionary, belong in common to
the whole town. This is the present day state of the Indians and missions
without any omission of any information for personal and material reason.

GUEVAVI
Documentos para la Historia de Mexico
Page 582: - F 1203 - D63-3 Ser. X

From Guevavi we took Southward along the las Bolas Road towards the
missions which remain (falten) and it is through a ridge of mountains
whose pass is about ten leagues from Guevavi towards the south; and from
Bolas we arrived two leagues farther to Agua Caliente, the old capitol,
but at present very small, because of having been destroyed and having
had killed a number of its residents in the uprising. (That) from here
to Saric, (head) headquarters of the Mission of this name, with protec-
tion of Nestra Sefiora de los Dolores, along a southwesterly direction,
five leagues through the town of Bussani, visita and station of this
mission, two leagues distant from its hecadquarters, which is located
at 31 degrees 56 minutes of latitude and 262 degrees 56 minutes of long-
itude. The Padre Miguel Gersmer works there (in the mission); he has
three visita towns, the one which we already saw from Bussani; another
about a half a league from the capitol, Agua Caliente, to the northeast;
and the third located at two leagues to the east. In Saric the uprisen
(Indians) killed sixteen people consisting of eight Spanish men and the
remainder women and children on the night of November 20 of 751 (1751),
and the Padre-Missionary on information which he had received succeeded
in leaving a half hour before they searched for him at Tubatama, seven
leagues away to the south, which is the headquarters of the Mission which
follows.
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Tumacacori - (F 1203 - D63) _
(3 ser x )

Page 583: "Doc. para de la Hist. de iiex. Chapter VII & IV
g .
Reyes in 1764

"Here we have to travel another thirty leagues south, to the royal
Presidio of Tubac, where we ill be able to rest and, in the afternoon,
to move on to Tumucansri and Calabasas, two other tovms of Guevavi, on the
"Gussrdac Pima" or "arua grande" which is the principel part and is found
in 22° 28! letitude and 262° 12' of longitude. Its missionary (is) the
Padre Custocio Ximeno. (It or he) has three tovms of visit which we al-
ready saw from tne road, Benostac, Calabasas and Tumacacori. - The first is
ten leagues distant to the northeast; the sccond four to the north and the
third seven tc *he northwest; about one leazuc from the Presidio (is) the
fourth which it has, and it was called "Arivaca%®; toprether with its locality
the Pimas devastated it in the year 751 (1751), and it used to be about
twelve leagues from the headouarters. There is a goldé mine near to this
towr and se ral silver mincs, and they arc worked at the present time."

(Ihis note on Tumacacori by Pinart is translatcd from the French and
is placed he¢re for comparison purposes.

Tumacccori: F 811 P 64 "Voyage Dans L'Arizona"

T by Alphonse Pinart.

Excerpt from the Dulletin of the Geographic Society
Paris - MYurch 1877. (iranslated from the French)

Page 14 -

Having concluded my chservations at ti:e Casa (Casa Grande), I left
Nr. Walker on the 18th of February (1876) and arrived at Tucson, the
capitol of the territory of Arizona, on the morning of the 19th. Tucson
does not present anything remarkable, if it were not that it is the first
town built by the Spaniards in Upper Pimeria and oves its existence to a
mission where the ruins, are seen still on the left side of the town.
This one here (Celle-ci) is built American style and preserves all the
originality of this population. After Tucson I visited the Mission of
San Xavier del Bac where there is found a magnificent church still in
good condition and built by the Jesuit missionaries during the course
of the lact century. It is also at San Xavier that there is found the
principal villace of the Papago Indians, allied to the Pimas and speaking
their language. I toolz the dircction to thc scuth from there, attempting
to penctratc into Sonora and visit the two ancient missions in ruins at
Tubac and Tumqcacori: I arrived near to the Scnoran tovm of Santa Cruz,
but therc difficultics presentecd themselves, and by reason of revolutions
which were desolating this unfortunate country, I hud to retrace my steps.

(Has desc. Casa Grande also)
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