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. . . friends, please do one thing for the North Cascades this summer — and do it 
now. Write to Senator Gorton and tell him to stop interfering with the NPS and 
the intent of Congress. . . . 

NCCC member and friends, please do one thing for the North Cascade this summer — and do it now. Write 
to Senator Gorton and tell him to stop interfering with the NPS and the intent of Congress. Write to your 
member of Congress and ask for help in preventing this travesty. fa /\ «*~j/. . . 

David Fluharty 
COVER: Summit Ridge, Eldorado Peak, 
North Cascades National Park — Ira Spring photo 

To-protect taid preserve the Sorth Cascades'scenic, scientific, recreational educational, wildlife, anil wilderness values 

The Lake Chelan NRA remains the hot spot for NCCC activity. Top on the agenda items 
is the recent effort by Senator Gorton to block further land acquisition by the National 
Park Service and to force the NPS to sell back property it has acquired in this area. 
Senator Gorton has asked Senator Byrd to amend the Appropriations Bill to carry out his misguided and 
misinformed initiative (See text page 3.) 

Somehow, Senator Gorton has gained the impression that these lands are not needed by the NPS to carry 
out its mandate. He cites the 1980 Government Accounting Office report as to the authority on this topic. 
Why doesn't he ask the NPS? He refuses to recognize that twice since the appearance of the GAO report, 
Congress has acted to appropriate money ($1.5 million) for purchase of lands in Lake Chelan. Why doesn't 
he go to Stehekin as a visitor and find out what land is availabe to the visitor in the Stehekin Landing area 
and along the lake shore and river bank? If he would, he would understand why the NPS needs to acquire 
land to achieve its mangement purposes. 

Senator Gorton also wants to require the NPS to develop compatibility standards for the LCNRA. He 
totaly ignores the fact that the NPS did this in 1981 and has received no recognition of these by Chelan 
Co. Why? 

NCCC has set a long response to Senator Gorton detailing these and other matters trying to correct the 
false impression of the area and issues that he has developed. NCCC has requested that Senator Gorton 
support the current NPS EIS process. This process (a result of NCCC suing the NPS) will document the 
need for land acquisition and other management policies. It will help resolve some of the long-standing 
issues that have resulted in demands on the political system. Senator Gorton's actions clearly contradict 
the intent of Congress in 1968 when establishing the Act, its intent in 1986 and 1987 when funding land 
acquisition and its actions in 1988 in placing most of the LCNRA in wilderness. Why? 

NCCC first assumed that Senator Gorton had available only a small portion of the historical and legal 
record. We provided it. The NPS provided it. Senator Gorton has ignored it. Now we can only assume 
that Senator Gorton has a political agenda to interfere with the NPS valiant efforts to carry out the 
mandate of Congress. 

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
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POLITICAL INTERFERENCE IN THE NATIONAL 
PARKS 

SLADE GORTON PLAYS POLITICS IN STEHEKIN 

United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 

May 15, 1992 

The Honorable Robert C. Byrd 
Chairman 
Appropriations Committee 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

1 understand that the Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior and Related Agencies is 
beginning its deliberations of appropriations request for Fiscal Year 1992. Attached is a 
description outlining items of importance to Washington State. I realize that some of the 
items enclosed are already included in President Bush's budget. I urge you to fund these 
items at the level requested in my letter. 

Also included in my list is a great variety of items that are not included in the President's 
budget but are of concern and importance to my constituents in Washington. I would 
greatly appreciate your serious consideration of all of these items. . . 

I want to thank you in advance for all your assistance and consideration. Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 
/ s / 
Slade Gorton 
United States Senator 

"Lake Chelan National Recreation Area Add: Bill/Report Language 

"The Lake Chelan National Recreation Area is being managed and operated in a 
manner inconsistent with the law that created the NRA in 1968, PL 90-544. That law 
states that the Secretary of Interior may acquire lands within the boundaries of the NRA 
"so long as the lands are devoted to uses compatible with the purposes of this Act." In 
1981 the GAO concluded in a report entitled "Lands in the Lake Chelan National Recreation 
Area Should Be Returned to Private Ownership." that many of the land acquisitions in the 
NRA "are contrary to what the Congress intended and to the Service's land acquisition 
policies." The National Park Service continues to acquire private land at an astonishing 
rate; the Lake Chelan National Recreation area included 1700 acres of private land at its 
inception and less than 500 of those acres remain in private hands today. The Park 
Service plans to reduce this amount to 65 acres. This has had a profound effect on the 
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"I request that the Interior Appropriations bill include language preventing 
additional acquisitions of land and interests at the Lake Chelan National Recreation Area 
and requiring the National Park Service to report on several issues involving compatible 
use, development and acquisition in the National Recreation Area. 

BILL LANGUAGE 
"No funds appropriated persuant to this Act shall be used for the acquisition of any 
interest in real property, whether an easement or an interest in fee, at the Lake 
Chelan National Recreation Area (hereinafter referred to as the "NRA"). The 
Director of the National Park Service shall prepare a report that (1) defines 
compatible and incompatible development in the NRA, (2) justifies the need to 
acquire additional land and interest in land in the NRA, (3) explains the feasibility 
of selling private land acquisitions back to the previous private owner, and (4) 
explains why the NRA is operated in a manner inconsistent with PL 90-544 and 
GAO Report #CED-81-10 entitled "Lands in the Lake Chelan National Recreation 
Area Should Be Returned to Private Ownership". The Director shall present such a 
report to the appropriate committees of Congress. 

REPORT LANGUAGE 
"The Committee is concerned that the National Park Service is operating the Lake 
Chelan National Recreation Area in a manner inconsistent with the law that created 
the NRA in 1968, PL 90-544. That law states that the Secretary of Interior may 
acquire lands within the boundaries of the NRA "so long as the lands are devoted to 
uses compatible with the purposes of this Act." In 1981,the GAO concluded in a 
report entitled : "Lands in die Lake Chelan National Recreation Area Should Be 
Returned to Private Ownership" that many of the land acquisitions in the NRA "are 
contrary to what the Congress intended and to the Service's land acquisition 
policies." 

"The report went on to conclude that "[t]he Congress should not increase the 
statutory ceiling under Public Law 90-544 above the $4.5 million already 
approved until the Service has defined compatible and incompatible development, 
prepared a plan justifying the need to acquire land from private owners, and spent 
the fund obtained from selling back all compatible land to private ownership." On 
November 20, 1991, Assistant Director of the GAO, Charles S. Cotton, wrote to 
John Earnst, Superintendent of the North Cascades National Park Complex which 
includes the Lake Chelan NRA, and stated that the 1981 GAO Report "has not been 
withdrawn and that the conclusions and recommendations included therein are as 
valid today as they were when the report was issued over 10 years ago." 

"The bill includes language that prevents additional acquisitions of land and 
interests at the Lake Chelan NRA. The bill also requires the Director of the 
National Park Service to prepare a report justifying the continued operation of 
Lake Chelan NRA in a manner inconsistent with PL 90-544 and the 1981 GAO 
Report. The committee expects the National Park Service to abide by its statutory 
requirements and believes those requirements are best summarized in the 1981 
GAO Report." 
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GOODBYE, JOHN EARNST 

NORTH CASCADES NATIONAL PARK SERVICE COMPLEX SUPEPJNTENDENT JOHN EARNST 
RETIRED JULY 3 from a long and distinguished career in the National Park Service. Perhaps 
his finest hours have come at this end of his service. John walked into a very difficult 
situation . . . a lawsuit by NCCC challenging virtually everything that had been done in 
planning for Lake Chelan NRA in the previous five and more years. John leaves the Cascades 
for Colorado, having quietly and effectively settled the suit and gotten on with a major new 
planning process. He has also shown leadership in setting new directions for management of 
the North Cascades. John's work with Chelan County leaders should also be recognized. Now, 
at least one of the County Commissioners is openly expressing a willingness to work with the 
NPS. This is a positive step that comes from John's diligent efforts to engage Chelan County 
officials in a cooperative approach to management. 

NCCC and the NPS have come to work very closely together on a variety of issues under John's 
tenure. Probably the most long lasting is the negotiation of the mitigation agreement with 
Seattle City Light on the Skagit Project relicensing. Under John's leadership, NPS staff 
contributed enormous professional competence to this process and the end result is a set of 
innovative mitigation measures that will bring improved environmental management of the 
area, expanded environmental education at an appropriate site and with proper facilities, and 
replacement of obsolete visitor facilities. 

John, we'll miss you. We hope that you and Sue will miss us and the North Cascades so much 
that you will be back. 

JACK M T . FROM DEVIL'S 

DOME— 

Kristian Erickson 

5 



The Wild Cascades June 1992 

NEWS FROM NORTH 
CASCADES NATIONAL 

PARK 

W E L C O M E t o Bruce Freet who is 
taking on the task of Chief of Natural 
resources and planning. With the EIS and 
other matters we hope to be working closely 
together. Bruce arrives from Great Basin 
National Park. Good luck to Ed Gastelum 
who will be Acting Superintendent. 

NEW DOCUMENT AVAILABLE: On 
May 13, 1992 North Cascades issued a very 
timely and useful document entitled, "A 
Discussion of Laws Affecting the 
Administration of Lake Chelan National 
Recreation Area". A long time in gestation, 
this document is a compilation of the 
relevant portions of legislative documents on 
the North Cascades National Park and NRA 
management authorities in a readable and 
concise statement. Its authors (understood to 
be Dave Spyrdes, John Jarvis and the 
regional solicitor's office with review by lots 
of others) deserve a real thanks for a superb 
professional effort. This will be a landmark 
document for the North Cascades. To obtain 
a copy, write: 
Superintendent 
North Cascades National Park Service 
Complex 
2105 Hiway 20 
Sedro Woolley, Washington 98284-1799 

UPDATE ON THE EIS 
The first planning newsletter (March 

1992) was sent to all persons who commented 
in the scoping process. It proved to be very 
confusing for those supporting the NPS 
management efforts because it provided a 
synthesis of views primarily from the public 
meetings but not written comments. NCCC 
pointed this out to the planning team and 
have been assured that a scoping document 
containing all responses and concerns win be 
issued shortly. 

The newsletter did not do a very good job 
of telling people where we stand in the EIS 

proceess. What has been done? What is 
planned for 1992? This too will be addressed 
by the planning team SOON. 

. . . With efforts such as Senator 
Gorton's, NCCC is more concerned 
that the whole {EIS] process will be 
derailed. 

In early May, NCCC met for the first 
time with Clifford Hawkes, EIS team 
leader. Face to face discussions helped to 
clarify some issues and indicate how NCCC 
can be most helpful to the team in carrying 
out the mandated EIS. NCCC is encouraged 
by the in-depth study being given to natural 
resource planning issues but is concerned about 
the slow pace of the process. With efforts 
such as Senator Gorton's (see above) NCCC is 
more concerned that the whole process will 
be derailed. 

UPDATE ON THE STEHEKIN 
ROAD 

The NPS is moving slowly toward legal 
action that challenges claims made by 
Chelan County that the Stehekin Road is a 
county road, subject to management by the 
county. This issue could not be resolved by 
reason with County Commissioners — now it 
must be resolved in the courts. This all seems 
so unnecessary and divisive because Chelan 
County deeded the road to the NPS shortly 
after the designation of LCNRA. The NPS 
has overmaintained the road and managed 
its use for over twenty years. Last year the 
county decided unilaterally that it wants it 
back. No way! 

The 1990 floods washed out a portion of 
the Stehekin River road at about eight miles 
up from the landing. Temporary repairs were 
made; however, the hydrology of the site 
and other factors make it undesirable to 
replace the road along the river bank in the 
long term. The NPS proposes to reroute about 
one mile of the road onto a bench above the 
river This route follows, in part, the old 
wagon road. NCCC and others have been 
asked to comment on this proposed action. 
(Comments? 
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So far, NCCC has requested that a 
thorough study be done on the environmental 
impact on habitat and wildlife in the area as 
well as the historic significance of the wagon 
road. We have also expressed concern about 
the gravel source for surfacing the road. 

SKAGIT - NCCC MITIGATION 
ARTICLE HELD OVER 

Unfortunately, due to time limitation 
and immediate pressing demands on both the 
editor and writer, David Fluharty's second 
installment (Round III), of the Skagit 
Mitigation Process, The NCCC and the 
Skagit Hydroelectric Hrp/ect, 19681992, has 
been held over until the October 1992 issue of 
The Wild Cascades. The article will review 

issues in the negotiations and development of 
North Cascades Conservation Council 
strategy for the settlement process. To 
review the first installment (Round II), see 
The Wild Cascades, February 1992, p. 5. 

OKANOGAN COUNTRY 
NEWS 

BUCKHORN MOUNTAIN TO BE 
TOPPED FOR GOLD 

An open-pit gold mining operation is 
being planned near Chesaw, Washington. 
Battle Mountain Gold of Houston and Crown 
Resources of Denver want to mine 1.6 million 
ounces of gold from a 1-square-mile open pit 
on Buckhorn Mountain, using cyanide to 
extract gold from ore. 

Local residents fear water, air and noise 
polution, destruction of wildife and scenery, 
and "industrialization of a peacful rural 
countryside" 

Get a "Citizen's Fact Sheet" from the 
Okanogan Highlands Alliances, P.O. Box 
163, Tonasket, WA 98855. (509)485-3816. 

— Valley Voice 

EARLY WINTERS SKI RESORT -
STILL POSSIBLE 

According to Jim Goodsell, editor of The 
Valley Voice (April May 1992, published by 

Methow Valley Citizens' Council, P.O. Box 
774, Twisp, WA 98856), there are two 
powerful reasons why the Early Winters 
battle is far from over 

(1) Mandate from Congress: In October 
1990 Congress passed and President Bush 
signed a bill direcing the Forest Service to 
complete its third rewrite of the 1982 EIS for 
the Early Winters ski hill, along with an 
appropriation of $500,000. The EIS is likely 
to appear soon. 

(2) Early Winters partners are 
powerful and wealthy and as investors 
intend to get back their investment. A 
scaled-down version of the Early Winters 
resort — 640 acres rather than 1,200, is 
possible, according to John Hayes, local land 
use planner and developer who is putting 
together a consortium of wealthy 
conservationists to possibly buy all but 640 
acres from the Early Winters partners. 

The land would be kept in private 
ownership, not subdivided and would 
preserve a deer migration corridor along the 
upper Methow River. 

The crucial question is, would a scaled-
down resort include downhill skiing? 
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HAVING IT ALL IN STEHEKIN: Neither Greedy nor Needy 
Jane McConnell 

Put yourself back to the time of the Second World War, Stehekin as it was. Not many 
people there. Draft-age men either in the armed forces or working at the mine in Kolden, 
a total of perhaps five. Eight women in the valley as we settled in. In a way these women 
were having it all, home life and work, and I think all but one really felt that way, sort of 
contented co-partners with their men, treated as equals and individuals, the work they 
did (and they did work) important and needed. I joined them. 

There was Beryl, the postmaster. She was feisty and very respected. On my first 
visit I was hoping to find a small piece of property. I had been travelling for the U.S. 
Public Health Service — one-night visits, battling passage on trains to my next stop, 
sometimes troop trains. New people every day; very long hours, grim. My husband, 
confined to his destroyer in the far Pacific, wrote he dreamed of mountain meadows, 
snowcovered peaks, free flowing streams. We had never had a home, only many rentals, 
many moves. Could we get a vacation hideaway somewhere, a place to dream about in the 
confines of his ship? 

I came uplake on a managed weekend and there was the postmaster at the dock. 
Inquiries. Beryl sounded tough — no place to stay at all. Hotel and Rainbow Lodge closed 
for duration, no place to get food, hoped I had brought some. By this time the boat had 
dropped the mail and left. 

I felt I annoyed Beryl, yet the annoyance was apparently just a cover for helpfulness. 
She scared me at the time, yet she was asking Mrs. Wilson's son Bob to take me up the 
valley for a look-see. On that trip I learned something about how one lived in Stehekin on 
no cash, living off the land. By the end of the lake the pickup stopped a fisherman walking 
on the road with a nice catch in hand . After some banter, half the catch was in the truck. 
On to the Lesh place for delivery of mail — Bob came out of the house with a loaf of fresh 
bread (still hot) Mrs. Lesh wanted me to have. On to the Wilsons where a lot of extra 
garden produce — home canned and fresh — was put in the truck. On to Rainbow Lodge 
where Mrs. Rice (or her sister) agreed to let me sleep in a cabin that wasn't for rent. 

Next morning after a good sleep on a full stomach I got up very early to walk the river 
and look at a parcel a man in Wenatchee thought might be for sale (where Bowles and 
others live, maybe four or five houses there now). Enjoying river and wild country, I 
walked a distance, then tried to reach the road. Instead I found myself behind the Buckner 
homestead. Shortly came Harry Buckner, a pail of milk and a bunch of lilacs in hand. He 
asked, grinning, if I had breakfasted, said if not I had better come up to the house. 

The women of Stehekin in that far back time seemed truly to have it all — plenty of 
work, family strength, affordable homes, neighbors that might not be close but responded 
always when there was need. (And neighbors could be the key to survival on occasion.) 

Olive Buckner truly did have it all. A delightful "homemade" house, added to as family 
came, or desire dictated, set in an orchard with a full view of McGregor Mountain beyond, 
charming, lively daughters, doing their share in orchard and house, lots of family fun. 
That first morning I put cream on my peaches so thick it hardly poured. A mammoth 
breakfast, almost all home produced. Indeed later I got to see how Olive always enjoyed a 

For a glimpse of the early years of Stehekin, read Grant McConnell's book, A Valley in Time, The 
Mountaineers, Seattle, $14.95. _•_ 
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