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NORTH CASCADES CONSERVATION CQUN(!

Volume 'I October, 1957 ' Number 3

"To 'seccure the support of the peovle and the government 1n the o
protection and preservation of scenic, scientific, wildlife, wilder-

ness, and. outdoor recreational resource values in the NorthCascades,.!
By Laws, Article I

NORTH CASCADES CONSERVATION COUNCIL BOARD
HOLDS* MEETING

The second North Cascades Conservation Courcil Board meeting of
the year was a busy two day session for 14 Board members and 10 other
N3C members who attended. The scene of the two day gathering was the
Chinook Hotel in Yakima, September 28 to 29, and the meeting conclud-
ed with the adontion of five resolutions concerning the scenic and
wilderness valucs of the North Cascades.

The five resolutions adopted by the N3C Board members are as
follows:

1) In recognrition of the sunerb scenic and wilderness values
of the lake country in the vicinity of Salmon La Sac, esmecially the
watersheds of the Cooper and Waptus Rivers, the N3C urges the Forest
Service to defer developments therein and to include this area when
it studies the adjacent Alpine Lakes Limited Area for wilderness clas-
sification.

2) The N3¢ shall explore means to defer mining indefinitely on
Miner's Ridge. Ye will-exnlore means to minimize the effects if min-
ing cannot he stopved.

3) The N3C believes that it would be adverre to the long-range
public interest to build trans-Cascade highways between 3tevens and
Hart's Pass or between Hart's Pass and the Canadian border. e re-
quest that data on engineering and econonic feasibilitv of wronosed
trans-Cascade highways be reviewed by the State and the U. S VForest
Service with consideration given to comparative losses in irtargible
scientific and wilderness recrcation velues, and that these data be
made avallabhle in public hearings.

4) The N3C believes that scenic and wilderness values on Thun-
der Creek are paramount; therefore, we opposc any power oroiect on
that river and suggest that alternate sources of power be investiga-
ted.

) 5) The N3C opposes any reduction of the present boundaries of
the Goat Rocks Wilderness Area. (This grew out of provcosed plans hy
a local ski company for long-range ski develooments, if fc:asiblz, that
would encroach on the northern cdge of the wilderness srca.)
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'Editoriél,Information--This publication 1s compiled at Ellenshurs,
Vashington from materials submitted to the editor, fire. Gene Pratoer,
and the deadline for each 1ssue is the 15th of every month, The
Newsletter is a monthly publication and is designed to inform M3C
members of news concerning the wilderness in the Morthwest ~nd to
educate the public that it is man's resnonsibllity to himself and
generations to come that ke must save wllderness.

Editorial Staff: Mrs. Jecan Anderson of Seattle--address tvoist.
Patrick Goldsworthy--Newslectter hzading artist. J. Alex (Lex) lax-
well-ef Yakimo--Mineograph overations "

Newsletter acknowledgements for written contributions: Mrs, Emily
Haig, Phillip Zalesky, John™ . Warth, Patrick Goldsvorthy and lirs,
Pauline Dyer.

BOARD MERTING (COMINUED)

_ Organization business items and committec renorts were heard
during the first day ct meeting. At the time of *he Board meeting
the Treasurcr reported a balance on hand of "1z3.7% witn 29,73 as
bills outstanding. The membershin included 104 veid members. The
discussion about dues included the nossihilitv of considering dues
paid Adurirg the last quarter of the fiscal year as dues for the fol-
lowing year,

It was decided that the publicity committee, under the direction
of Pat CGu'ldsworthy, shounld include members frem the vaiicus regions
covercd iy the Council which vould form a Svealer’s Bur2nu to offer
prograns of slides or movies to different groups. Thie committee
vas given a pudget of -:30,00 to carry out its worl,

One answer was received from the Forest Service abhout the houn-
dary recommendations made by the N3C at the lMay meeting. John
Sieker, Direztor of the Divisior of Reareation end Lond Uses, s2id
that a detail 2 answer will he received from Mr. Sitone, Regional
Director at rostland.  (The recommendations of the N3O are auoted
einzwhere in ke Mewsletter.)

A letter from Leo Gallagher, of Tacoma, wos read relaying an offer
from C. D. '/eyerhauser to furnish rooms, make contacts, and arrange
a meeting 1if cecnservatiorists would meet with represer:ntives of the
lurher irduvstry to discuss the pronosed Glacier Poix Yi..icrness
Ares, Discussion inzlusss pros and cons ol tcetii; erl wthat type of
m2eting vould be hest., If the meeting is h2l1d, 3.:11 Collings, Vest-
ern Hepresentative of Forest Products Industry, Tasoma, *rould be
acied to attend. It was decided that we pursue this suggestion for
a conference and follow up if an invitation to a meeting 1s received,

John Warth will head a committee to make recommendations for
stardards for honuorary members, This committee will also submit
n=mes and blographies at the next meeting.
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BOARD MEETING (CONTINUED)

The nominating committee for the Board and new officers consistg
of Jack-Wilson-Chairman, Emily Haig, Rick Mack and Joe Collins, The
- committee will submit names and publish them in'the Mewsletter and
present Board members can make further nominations, The election to
the Board shall be completed one month before the March meeting,
New officers will be elected in lMarch and 9 Board members will be
elected then, also. The terms for newly. elected Board members were
drawn by lot, as follows: 2 years--Toe Collins, Ray Courtney and -
Charles Hessey. 3 years--David Brower, :Mrs. Bick Mack and Jack
Wilson. : ' ‘

ETE I T I DR

\HAT WE SUPPORT

To get a clearcut understanding of what the North Cascades Con-
servation Council suvvorts in regard to the proposed Glaclier Peak -
Wilderness Area, the following copy is @ letter written by Phillip
Zalesky, President, to Richard E, licArdle, Chief, U, S, Forest Ser-
vice, which sums up our stand very adequately:

Dear Mr, McArdle:.

The North Cascades Conservation Council was organized with
the principal objective of seeking adeauate protection for the scenic,
scientific, wildlife and wilderness values of the Cascade llountains
in the State of Washington. While this organization 1is new, 1its
membership includes experienced conservation leaders from hoth west-
ern and national conservation orgenizations. These are individuals,
mainly from Washington, Oregon.and California, who have made exten-
sive firsthand studies of VWashington's mountainous Aareas, recognize
their superiative qualities, and wish to see them wisely preserved,

At a meeting with Hegional Forester J. Ferbert Stone in Portland
on March 23, 1957, the North Cascades Conservation Council was pre-
sented with the Forest Service's nreliminary pronosal for the es-
tablishment of a Glacier Peak lilderness Area, The Council feels
that this provosal, while generally adecquate, has several very ser-
lous omissions. It appears that the harvesting of natural resources
has been allowed to dominate the pecreational and wilderness values

in a number of instances,

The U. S. Forest Service's plan, supplemented by additiopal in-
formation which the Council has obtained independently (in co-pers-
tion with other organizations such as The Hountaineers and the Sierra
Club), has led to the adoption of the enclosed provosal. It is the
Council's opinion that this provosal constitutes the best possible
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WHAT WE SUPPORT .(CONTINUED)

minimum for a Glacier Peak Wilderness Area and one which the Council
Should like to present for serious consideration by the U, S. Forest
Service,

The Council also considers that the foilowing areas should be

Btudied as indicated with an aim to their possible inclusion as wild-
erness:

(1) Thunder Creek, Granite Creek, Bridge Creek Area---
This is the portion of the area proposed in 1939 by Chlef
Forester Silcox for inclusion in a wilderness area, and 1s
bounded by the Cascade, Stehekin, and Skagit Rivers, Ruby,
Canyon, and Bridge Creeks and section lines between Harts
Pass and the headwaters of the Twisp River, Uhile the
"Eldorado-Mt, Logan" section of this area has been consider-
ed by the Forest Service to be of possible wilderness po-
tential, the Service indicates it has not "thoroughly an-
alyzed the area's resources and uses". A study of this
area should be delayed no longer, since its exclusion in
1940 from the Glacier Peak Limited Area removed the tempo-
rary protection still afforded the arcea south of Cascade
Pass. The Council believes that the decision whether or not
to build the Rainy Pass road or Thunder Creek dam should be
‘welghed against the wilderness values of the region. Such
construction should not be assumed to have a higher priority
than wilderness with the relegation of the latter to areas
not wanted for such development. Integrated planning, not
pliecemeal planning, should be employed. -

(2) 1Ililavot Lakes Area--

The Council 'feels that this area, whose unique attraction
is the numerous roadless fishing-lakes, should be more ade-
quately studied with a view to including these lakes (Jug,
Ille»ot, Falls and Found Lakes) which were omitted from the
Forest Service's preliminary pronosal. The fishing quality
of the lakes in this area is proportional to their remote-
ness from roads and can only be retained by including wild-
erness forested valley avoproaches.

(3) Phelps Creek, Rock Creek, Entiat River Area--
The roadless portions.of this area including the Entiat
Mountain Range,.-I¢e 6reék;, and’ the headwatersiof thé Entiat
River are of excellent wilderness quality and should be

studied for possible inclusion in the Glacier Peak Wilder-
ness Area,

The Council wishes to commend the Forest Service for its fore-
sight in designating a Glacier Peak Limited Area in order to permit
an adequate study to be made of the wilderness, recreational, and
economic potentials involved. 1In order that this foresight will
not have been sacrificed, we strongly urge that the Council's re-
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WHAT WE SUPPORT (CONTINUED)

commendations be adopted in the establishment of an adequate Glacigr
Peak Vilderness Area., The North Cascades Conservation Council would
welcome an opportunity to assist the Forest Service in this resvect

and discuss their proposals further,

The above letter was drafted by First Vice-President, Patrick
Goldsworthy and signed by Phil Zalesky, President of the North Cas-
cades Conservation Council.

LR U B R A

MORE THAN ROARD FEET

Whenever .a wilderness or other dedicated recreation area 1s pro-
posed, "practical" men immediately want to know how many board feet
of commercial timber are involved, The supposition 1s that every
tree will eventually be needed by our expanding economy and growing
populatién, 'Seldom does anyone mention the pessibility that (1)
gompeting materials may absorb much of the expected increased demand
for wood products; (2) changing economic conditions and forestry
techniques may make farm woodlots more profitable for producing logs
than rugged, mountainous country; (3) forestry research may show that
many acres of lands now supporting merchantable timber are unsuited
for growing successive crops or are more valuable for other uses,
so that in effect logging such lands would constitute "timber mining,"

These suppositions are more than wishful thinking of a few wild-
erness enthusiasts: One has only to turn to the trade journals of
the timber industry for authentic evidence.

An editorial (Timber Operator, 3-9-57) describes how substitute
‘building msterials--brick, steel, ‘aluminum, plastics--are offering
so much competition with lumber that lumber may in the future become
a "substitute." The editor concludes with the dire nrediction "that
the product of the sawmill may become as archalc as the ox cart in
our scheme of modern living." ‘Brick, for instance, was used to con-
struct 38% of the single family homes last year, an increase of 15%
‘over the preceding year, As one €ditor put it: "That the lumber
business is at the most crucial point in its history is not even open
to .argument." '

_ Chief Forester McArdle described in. a recent speech to Canadlan
pulp producers how our future timber supnly could be substantially
increased by (1) utilizing more of the wood cut; (2) reduvcing losses
from natural agencies; (3) replanting the vast acreages of unierstock-
ed timberlands, He concluded that these opoortunities lie pr marily
in the southern states. One reason was that 40% of our ccr.wercial
forests are held by farmers and other small private owners, a large
number of whom are Southerners,
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He further stated that the volume of wood on "reserved timberlands,
though substantial, is unimportant in relation to total needs," 1Mo
mention was made of the role the Northwest was destined to plav in
meeting future timber needs, Certainly our rugged Cascade lMountains
Will not lend themselves readily to such intensive sylvaculture as
the Chief Forester envisions,

Some idea of the suitability of the Cascades as commercisl forest-
lands is apparent from the preliminary findings of studies being made
of high altitude logging at the H, .J. Andrews Evperimental Forest in
Oregon. Snow has proven to be a problem, Elevation and secvere
weather have formed rather low quality. Snow breakage and rot have
down-graded logs.

Vie need to know the answers to such pressing questions as these:
How slowly can a new forest grow and still be more valuable for the
production of logs than for recreation, water conservation, etc?
It is recognized that growth is much slower at high elevations and in
the thin soils which characterize mountainous regions. What factors
operate in mountains to orevent or delay refcrestation? Avalanching?
Brush (known to be unusually husky in the North Cascades)? Erosion?

Were the Forest Service to undertake exhaustive studies of all
of these factors, many years and many dollars would be reauired.,  Is
1t asking too much that we go slow on developing such choice rem-
nants of wilderness as we have in the North Cascades. Since present
knowledge indicates that the Northwest may have to become less de-
pendent on logging, other industries mist be expanded. One unique
resource which can be used without being used up, the region has in
abundance--scenery., Other regions (Canadian Rockies, Sierras, Te-
tons) have shown that the basis of a thriving tourist industry is
often a core of dedicated wilderness or parklands,

§upm;tteﬁ by John Yarth, Seattle.

T
"TIMBER GROUP AGAINST WILDERNESS AREA PLAM"

(Editor's note: The above headline and followiing article is _
quoted from the Thurs., Sent. 12, 1957 edition of the S$pokane Spokes-
man Review.) : )

"By unaminous action the timber products bureau of the Spokane
Chamber of Commerce yesterday voted to opvose in its entirety the
proposal of the United States Forest Service to establirh a wilder-
ness area in the Glacier peak region of the Cascades west of Lake

Crhelan.
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TIMBER GROUP (CONTINUED)

"A resolution to that effect was adopted after George C. Vall,
president of the Chelan Box and Manufacturing comvany, and the Rev,
Robert Riley Johnson, president of the Lake Chelan Chamber of Com-
merce declared the establishment of a wilderness area would be an
economic blow to the Inland Empire, Both spoke at a luncheon meet-
ing in the Coeur d'Alene hotel.

"Wall denled the charges of conservation groups that loggers and
lumbermen are devastating the country. On the contrary, he said,
selective and sustained yield logging practices in the primitive areas
of the Cascades will improve the timber crop and oven up the region
to campers and hunters.

"If the Glacier peak area, involving aporoximately 352,000 acres,
is locked up as a wilderness area, Wall predicted it would set the
pattern for further action and lead to the establishment of a wild-
erness area in Okanogan county with 801,000 acres of timber land,

"Most of the timber included in the wilderness area 1s mature,"
he said, "and good conservation practice calls for the utilization of
mature timber. If this timber is not removed, it will be lost to our
economy for all time,"

Officials of the forest service were accused of "double-crossing":
the sawmill operators by Mr. Johnson, who said 2000 persons out of
a pooulation of 2300 in the town of Chelan had signed a resolution
ovvosing a wilderness area at the head of Lake Chelan.

There is a good chance that the sawmills of this region will
be put out of business if this wilderness area is established, which
would create an economic crisis from Oroville to Moses Lake," said
Mr, Johnson."

R I R T
WHAT IS THE REAL PRICE OF COPPER?

Will it cost the American public 3900 a ton alone, or the addl-
tional immeasurable wilderness, scenic, and recreational worth from
the very heart of the Glacier Peak Vilderness Area?

In the columns of the Wall Street Journal and in the eyes of many
of its readers the price of conper is currently measured only in mone-
tary terms. Usi these terms P. W, llcGann, Chlef Economist, Bureau
of HMines, statedn%Chem. and Eng. News, Sept. 2, 1957)that "Copper
mine output will decline about 4% and refined copvwer slightly, as a
result of a 30% drop in the price of copper". This summer the Holden
wine, located below Lyman Lake, decided to discontinue operations in-
definitely as 1t seemed no longer profitable to nrocess the grade of
ore which was available. The declining price of copver also is prob-
ably largely responslble for the fact that additional mines have not
been put into operation elsewhere in the Cascades.
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THE REAL PRICE OF COPPER ‘(conTﬁiu'ED)

‘fluence of Miners Creek and the Suiattle ‘River (application has ap-
Parently been made to the Forest Service for this mill site).

_ The extensive damage that would be done to the .scenery by such a
large scale operation cannot go unchallenged, - Is the need for copner

S0 great that the American people should be forcéed to pay for the

output of the Bear Creek Mining Comvany with one wilderness area,

the Glacier Peak Wilderness Area, or evan a part of 1t? The North

Cascades Conservation Council believes dzfinitely not!

submitted by Pat Goldsworthy,
Seattle

#9  W H N N

SEATTLE AUDUBON SOCIETY SUPPORT: HOUNTAINEER PROPOSAL

"The National Audubon Society with headcuarters in New York and
branches and affiliates in 300 communities throughout the United
States 4is the oldest conservation organization.in the country. -
Organized some fifty-two years ago 1t conducts. Audubon Camps for
training adults in nature and cornservation; Audubon Junior Clubs
(nine million children in schools and youth groups); Screen .Fours
given by 30 lecturers o 500,000 people in 200 cities; Wildlife
‘Tours; Photography Touwrs; Photo and Film Devartment; Service Dept.;
Research Projects; Pubtiic Information; Publications; 3anctuaries in
which wardens patrol upward of a million acres of land, etc,

The Society is represented on the Evards of the National Parks
Association and many other Wilderness groups. Each of the local or-
ganizations have conservation chairmen who bring before the group
.conservation and legislative information o be aeted uvon by the
membership. This tri»ngs up the reason :'or the Seattle Audubon So-
ciety's action as fouus in the attached rc=olvtinn. The President
of the N3C, Phil Zalesky, was invited to sveak before the organiza-
tion and show his slides explaining the purpose for preservation of
this area. Literature was also distributed to further explain and
‘show the type of terrain and its rugged untouched beauty. The
boundary plan was bhrought before the organization by the conserva-
tion chairman with explanatory remarks from information received
from the X3C and other interested groups. It was thea endorsed by
the orgenization at 1tz September 19th meeting. The Society has
always taken an active gart in any of the Olympic Park discussions
and hearings over the years, being represented earlier by the late
Mr. Ellsworth Lumley and lir. Harry Higman both.past presidents and
later by myself as precidest., Parks, 'ilderness and Wildlifc Re-
fuges are a vital part of ¢ur program activity." o g







