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:-N3C PKB3IDEHT TO AT5SMD' HBETINO'"OP-PUGET. 
..,. SOUND SECTION OF SOCIETY OP AMERICAN FORESTER! 

P h i l l i p Zalesky of Everett 'and" President of the North Cascades 
CbhBefKV.atipai;Council w i l l .participate* in panel discussion of. the Pro-
posed' Glacier .peak' Wilderness Area' on/Friday. 'December o. 1957 a t the 

: College-Club i n S e a t t l e . The meeting '.of the 'Puget Sound Section of 
' :the Society of American Foresters, w l l i be" in conjunction with .the Wash­

ington; S ta te Forestry Conference and the-South Puget Sound Chapter of 
"the•-• Society. ._.,. . • *-.;-. • •-.?.• 

Phi l willEhave .the .v i t a l ro le ;of explaining to the members and 
guests the .pos i t ion taken by the/NRG concerning boundary recommen­
dations, of the proposed, a rea . -TThe' general p lan of the meeting i s 
for Mr. Stone to diseuss the'mechanics and scope'of the 'wilderness 
area-program.;and .the method psed for determining the proposed boun­
dary. The wilderness and industry spokesmen w i l l then give t h e i r 
views on the. p r inc ip l e in general-and the proposed area in p a r t i c u ­
l a r . " ;. . ••-. •••'•• ''••' :•'*••' 

Our members w i l i b e in teres ted t o note tha t the o ther .panel mem­
ber, la Rev* -Riley Johnson, vi.car pf St* Andrews '"Episcopal Church, of 
Chelan, Washington. : In the pa s t , Hr. Johnson hag supplied the news 
services with some verynote-worthy comments to the effect t ha t the 

•'Inland-* Empire- would suffer ,an economic; blOw: if a wilderness area were 
established*-, during; h i s term of -Che lain. Senior Chamber of Commerce Pres . 

..With two such opposing opinions repre'sented a t the coming Foresters 
meeting, and. >Mr. Stone representing the -Forest Service and time a l lo ted 
to a question and, anser; sess ion , i t i s l i ke ly to be a very s t imulat ing 
evening fpr those attending*;; I t w i l l be especia l ly in te res t ing to 
observe the reac t ion to th i s panel discussion as the issue i s becom­
ing a ma.)or controversy,1 ./Our encouragement and best wishes are with 
Phi l . i n ' t he tough Job ahead, 

? # # # # 0 # # 
''.__ ' ' '' ""• MIMEOGRAPH WORK . - : 

Gorreofclono.tast .-monta^ mimeographed by .a. Yakima 
Junior College Business Education c lass under the d i rec t ion of Bob 
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HoCall, college instructor, N3C member and climbing and skiing en­
thusiast. The class did a fine Jotrdesplte the fadt that they had 
only one hour a day to handle all tnb mimeographing and Stapling nec-
epsary"to complete the work* This month, Pat Goldsworthy is arranging 
mimeograph work in Seattle. By seeking voluntary labor, N3C expenses 
are kept to a minimum to further our work" In other'ways. • . 

# # # # # 3* # # 

' THE TRUE WILDERNESS OP THE NORTH CASCADES 

The following article contrasts the Ideas of two people concerning 
the wild-erne es of the Northern Cascades and by the attitude of the 
first writer, it is evident that we are challenged with a great task 
of informing the citizens of what the real values of wilderness are. 

(A Letter to the Editor-Seattle Times. 7-3-57) 
Editor, The Times.: 
"The true -wilderness areas of the Northern Cascades will always be 
there for the enjoyment of the small minority of the population thst 
wants to camp and climb through.them. This is a small minority, in­
deed; It is in fact an exclusive club to which only persons of means 
can afford to belong. 

Only 2,000 of the hundreds of thousands of tourists were able, Phy­
sically or financially, to visit the rugged wilderness of the national 
forests in Washington in 1956, Yet no one is seeking to deprive the 
chosen few of their exclusive club privileges, in the upland rockpiles 
of our national- forests. > 

The forces of deprivation are the gilded clubbltes from California 
and Manilattan who are maintaining a powerful congressional lobby to 
pass laws that would reserve a commercial forest fence—containing 
some three billion board.feet of indisputably commercial-type timber-
all around the skirts of classified Northern Cascades wilderness areas 
—real primitive-area uplands of. Alpine forest, glaciers and -snowpeaka 

United States Forest Service timber-harvesting policies seek to 
perpetuate the commercial-type timberlands'of the national forests, 
It has been said by a Times letter-writer ("North Cascade Mountains 
Are without Equal," The Times, June 30) that such harvesting would 
destroy the Whitechuck and Stehekln Valleys. There is nothing in the 
Washington State record of Forest Service management of commercial 
forest areas to substantiate such an assertion. 

Business investments, payrolls, retail trade, farm-market support 
taxes, schools, roads—all of these will go to the dogs in Darrington 
and other timber-harvesting and timber-growing centers of the Noi'th-
e m Cascades if the wilderness fans from Park Avenue, the Gold Coast 
and Beverly Hills can lobby Congress into giving them those three 
billion feet of ripe and over-ripe commercial timber as a.corral fence 
around the skirts-of- the REAL wilderness country of the Northern Cas­
cades. 

—HARRY M* CASE, 
Edmonds, Wn. 

(7-19-57) 
Editor, The Times: 
''I have read with some bewilderment the recent reader-letter attacks 
on wilderness areas. Other readers have already answered the charge 
that "only those of meanB can afford to belong" "to outdoor clubs, etc., 
There are other-points I would like to discuss. 
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The forest avenues of spproaoh mean fully as much to the wilderness 
traveler as what one writer calls the "upland rockpilee* and, in spite 
of his statement that "no one is seeking to deprive the chosen few of 
their privileges," what happens when the faintest glint of ore appears 
in those upland "rockpilea"? One of the biggest arguments against the 
proposed Glacier Peak wilderness area has been the fabulous wealth in 
minerals that will be unattainable if the wilderness area should be 
established. This in spite of the fact that the Holder, mine, one of 
the biggest operations In the state, has folded completely after ?.0 
years of mechanized operation. . 

For thbse who argue that cutting of the forest would: not cause ruin, 
I suggest a look at the South Fork of the Snoqualoie River Veiley from 
Snoqualrale Pass northward for a couple of miles. Better still, take a 
look at the private cutting operation on the White River east of Enum-
claw and compare the resulting scene with the small remaining stand of 
trees in the nearby Federation Forest. 

There are other examples equally as vivid. I am not criticizing 
the Forest Service or private interests for the cutting of these areas 
as I realize that the cutting must be done somewhere and that these 
are examples of the sustained-yield program. I merely point them out 
as examples of the devastation resulting from the logging operation. 

Persons interested in preserving the few wilderness areas Intact an 
only trying to keep them untouched for all people to en.1oy—now and in 
the future. If the tine ever comes when the sustained-yield program 
fails to keep up with demand for forest products, these areas would 
provide a priceless reserve. . 

As for the frequent argument that the trees are overripe now and 
must be harvested, or their value will be lost, remember that up until 
about 100 years ago none of the Pacific Northwest country had been 
logged and the forests had been "managed" only by the laws of nature 
for hundreds of years. Yet the mass of prime trees was euoh that com­
ments such as '""impenetrable forests," etc., were spontaneous with pio­
neer and logger alike;" 

—John 11. Thorp 
Richland 

~-and furthering the discussion, the following letter is one written 
by Pat Goldsworthy on July 12, 195?. 
Editor, The'Times: 

"To say that "only persons of means can afford to enloy REAL wild­
erness and that/this consists only of upland rockpiles" reveals either 
a naive or intentional misunderstanding of wilderness values and of 
the definition of a inLDERFESS AREA. 

This is an area of 100,000 acres or more, characterized by primitiv. 
conditions of transportation and habitation, being the last frontier 
where the world of mechanization and of easy transportation does not 
exist, and where' the sight and Sound of civilization has not penetrate 
Our National Forests provide by far the greatest opportunity for ess tat 
lishlng Wilderness Areas where the few primeval areas remaining in oie 
country may yet be preserved. The Forest Service," ohargad with an ad­
ministrative policy of "multiple use1*^ recognized the imperative need 
for both the roadside and wilderness recreation of all of us who bene­
fit from the timber, mineral, water and grazing resources of our Nat­
ional Forests. 
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The Forest Service has already provided some Recreational Areas and 
Jfliderness Areas, and Is . wisely orovldliig addi t ional , ones In a n t i e l -
pat tph of the; future'1 needs of our generat ion and others to come'.' 

A wilderness Area. (1) is.1 not l imi ted to* a single.;use;" there nay be 
oamping;, hiking',' f ishing, , ' hunting, climbing^, grazing, mining" and1 wa­
tersheds , but;;no;'logging, roads or r e s o r t s : ' (Zf IS not. l imited to rug­
ged . tour is ts ; . J have met. Boy Scouts , : fiiri, Scouts, a two'-year old on 
h i s mother's bach, a fourryear Old affpt and a Children'1 s 'p lphlo group 
from,the Barrlngton Bapt is t Church; J3) i s pot l imi ted , to . r ich tour -
i s t s ; on the contrary, outdoor campIttg and,, rfeoreatlofi post les s. than 
reso r t acopmodatlone,: (h.) I s , no t l imited t o WashingtohiansJ,the Ra­
t iona l Por.es.te;belong to: the; en t i re 'Uni ied S ta tes , and any Ci t izen 
may r igh t fu l ly express h'j.s concern; fop .ftp eetabllshmant and pro tec­
t ion : , (5),,is., not l imi ted t o one gehei^t loh; p a s t fenerat ions thought 
they: had unlliitted, wilderness , t h e present:generation': foresees the 
end of a i l feildOrhess unless the re I s adehuate l e g i s l a t i o n , and future 
generations deserve the ohsnee-also' to enjoy the l i t t l e wilderness r e ­
maining; to. us today. 

' . , . ' • ' ' . . ' : . ' — Fat Ooldsworthy : 

Seattle' 
• ,# rp,# : #-#!? #., ":'•.', •'.•"'. 

A WILDERNESS CONSCM$R 'SPEAKS UP' 
In wri t ing an a r t i c l e fo r the :»3C Newsletter I fee l muoh.the 

same qualms, aB were.expreasediby Wrst.Staioy in her a r t i c l e in the 
September i ssue , No harangue Is needed In these pages.:, t o convince-
the readers /of the super la t ive wilderness value- of the region/which 
the N3C i s working t o . p r o t e c t . Learning from t h i s publ ica t ion and 
others moat- ofowhat I know .about the problems.- confronting, conserva­
t i o n i s t s attempting, t o Insure p ro tec t ion of the North Cascades Wild­
erness and l iv ing - fa r from"the- arena of a c t i v i t y of the Council I have 
l i t t l e f i r s t hand knowledge.to Contribute to t h e e a s e h t i a l l f u n d of 
technical information tha t vre are gra tefu l to" f ind 'discussed in t h i s 
Newsletter. .. In-passing I might say how sa t i s fy ing i t has been to me 
and to others l i ke myself, anxious over the fa te of th i s wilderness 
region, to see the formation of the North Cascades Conservation Coun-
c 11 . We welcome' the opportunity for act ion, and for education that 
the organizat ion i s providing. I f I can: say anything to N3C members 
I t I s mainly In the ro l e of one who has UBed the wilderness a l i t t l e 
and enjoyed the so-ca l led"In tangib le scenic values"' that we want to 
preserved for a p r lv i ledge few I t I s perhaps worthwhile fo r the 
"Consumer" to speak up.. 

Let me give a br ie f account of a t r i p made in the summer of 1956' 
Into the Cascade Pass reg ion . -Luring the sumpier. previous to t h i s I 
had been with some f r iends on a. t r i o to the Park Creek PasB-area and 
had brought: baek.a .panoramic photograoh taken from the. summit of Mt. 
Booker, . One. look-at- thlB p i c tu re was enough to pursuade ten friends 
in I tnaoa, New -fork to make the- t r ek westward the next summer- to see 
t h i s oountry for themselves* .in s p i t e of, a very foggy and wet, two 
weeks a t Cascade.Pass we .managed to.tramp about and see a good deal 
of the Country and' the enthusiasm of the group discovering- the- sheer 
roagnlficenoe,that extended In. a l l d i r ec t ions can be, e a s i l y Imagined 
by the readers of t h i s Newsletter, who have themselves doubtless, had 
the same experience. 
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Qu i t e a nuaber pf "wild-*yed conservat ionis ts"! were-orsataa then and 

,-i there,,, a l l anxious t h a t eve1ythlng7possfiJler.be done to' preserve t h i s 
• treasure-. We were . a l l convinced tha t aa the reg ion *beodn(es:a«ore wi­
dely known 16! w i l l become one df the iroBt faicbus i n t h e country; and 
w i l l -glvnrpieaBure and excitement t o on Over inoreaeing- hunberof 

. people . . •' •?'-
, viTher point ,1 wish to make i s tha t t h l e group in no way represented 

the "privileged few". We ce r t a in ly weren' t wealthy; moat of us 
probably had annual incomes of lesB than 82,000 a t the t ime. Being 
mostly teachers and,-atudente,we,,di.&-have -the l e i su re to take three 
weeks off in the summer;"but le isure ,"we a re to ld , i s becoming the 
property of; mdr* "and imore p e b b l e . ' Though wo Were a l l in good heal th 
we Were ha- group"off nthlfetee or unusual ly rugged dare-devl?. adVen-
t u r e r s , Mb* t o f t - t h e paxty^hed no ttOuntaineerlngaBniratlon*. ' I 
supposed, tha t 'What'we Mainly did have was a wllilngheBS ' to walk' and 
the Capacity to? b e - e x e l t e a i b y t h e Wild,* •" . ' >' 

Tlrasa aroThotruhflemiion* a t t r ibutes ' , ' ' 'Every year ohe'Sees m*i%- people 
oh "the Jtrad-IwiaiKV In. the but df> t h e way' sbbtB fa#'!from t h e highways 

. 0 f euwna t tonal qinhks. Our ' pa r ty > of eleven! T think' !wa s henre'sist: t>- •• 
t l ve of a grea t and growing i n t e r e s t in the oreoSoue'''wliawrneVs' in., - i -
t age !tha*w%iha!vB;''*>ot of -the* -millions Who v i t i t the' na t iona l corks 
Willi aoknowwageithe debt: that ; they owe t o ' t h e men who were fore-
sighted!and lenergeblmi enough to ' es tab l i sh and" maintain themi That 
peopleivnVl/l tBeknowleugo t h i n debt ijnbXiss t h a t theyvalwei ' tha t vibio.h 

: the" "inlhOrityto.repras'ssnbeS, by 19iS conservat ionist* ' id-"* largo1 'one. 
ISiesa peDpttEjatonVt a* much need-to be obnvlnbed' de'td-ibe urjijed t o 

•, ac,t. aMiwimtovSrvway theynoanotcfi avert; 'Ides' 'throug9i-,:iiibfeVei*t6nee or 
laoJEbfriarabltDtty.; at: thst' sttlendld! North* Cascades 'Hilderijeas1.' 'The 

'., NjO'lsi'Bn: linportant step' toward* the OJSfeahiastio'h b f t f t iyhht ionwUle 
resouicjenEfepi'rfltm anct i t s developmenlip tet-iuS bboe' thst; aa the 
•need- f*uv*h*;wrlBieone»s i n e v i t a b l y grows' t h a t w a dbn*t-'flrid' i t - to 
have, hbBit: unnecessari ly -and: irrevocably l o a t , •••••''t .'< •" 

,•; -or'.* ; .-..••• f.;,-, ~l< •. .:<• „ % F , 'OaleVBlok ' ' 
•-. .-i" ,'..-" r-' .-- ". -•• .' 'Kbute ate" . • " 

:•;••- ••'..••;' .-•••• .-no.- :.!•.•'• . • - . ; " ' ; • - . sti'.Tbs'eoh, 111. 
, 7 * 7 ' I l l ' - 7C7 7 ! 777:"! Or ' " . : ; . . . . .7 7 7 7 * . : r i r ! * " " r ' r ' 7 7 ! 

r.' A..poar!scrigfti*t> t h i a finer aht lBlo i s W a t «*.;Dick-inpuirea" i f 
'la*:anyoiia'-.tes, kEb-cai l ' t s t or*a f i l o of a r t i c l e s .'aoovshfehte, govern­
ment repor ts or other published matter on t h e e u b i e S v O f 'the Qlkoier 
IbalrTWldBTneos-'Arfea. .Bale IS very interested'"1*. Ootbilliig for hlm-
aellb;<'arbibllograplryb.T''ou6h matensi" . "IT aryehe has a r t i c l e s on. 

; hand''Chat'weuid'helpihim out, jaba'Sb Seha :the»yt6' ! ' th6'Scares B l i s t e d 
above." ••' '•-•••• )• •>'•' •';• • ••'•"•' "r*r •'••• '"-'" '-'"•"'"•'•'•"' '-

• ;"';*•" '[:/,_ :;yfj.tf^
:f.*:,/ ;;/';; ...' i : ' . ' ' ' ' 

....: ",.....7 • • :• 'mtrxmsi-mMwsMf&m''' < -'r: 

•;'-. .777.7* 7 •"" '"• '0 Oir 17,7. I ".M,-."I'- •"!••- '. • ' ,7.7 7, * .'' 
..fir.. William Brookman-a§attlf. , ileland!l»l ;l*rk7flellevueir«rBr.: 

. .,Edl$b Engi^jj^-'SaattlB.r.Cr.tClegentrA. I'inehcHs&ttle ^.Walter Hagen-
,. Bteinr^id^nai., Barry.. Higmapl'jaattie,, Pfvliljo Bydg-Qellferniau habert 
.N.7l*>|&§ga*t^s.,rAr.,i<i ik.All^taz*rs«»f*l*e,':>^aSgF's,,Bt and'Qlaus- tiurle-
Moese> ̂ eypming;. , ii?.. hir&., ̂ a rahara-Seat t ie ' , - .^ce" 0 'Coishp.r-.reil ingham, 

. ' Jo^ua Qs'se^F|*^ea-itle",ftp'iK,7PgtersonrQlycuja,7,Miss--7Kaj*garef,.Ree'ier-
- yakima;i..harpla' 1,, Iioan-lskima,,,ipuise^^ and,7gpdneyr kpyce-Seat t le , , Mrs. 

Harry 3 . S la t 'e r l i iea t t lo , Mrs. C . ' c , Warth-Hookane, Thomas Wimmer-
S e a t t l e , and hobert L, hood-Seat t le . 

http://eve1ythlng7possfiJler.be
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We are certainly glad to see new members In our ranks and we-

are also appreciative of those who are contributing members as the 
money Is being used to out the problem before the public as much 
as is. possible. If any members desire additional Newsletters to 
pass along to friends who might be interested in the matter of 
wilderness ooxise:*vatlon, drop a card to the Editor, Mrs. Gene Prater-
• Route-#-l, Ellen3burg, Washington, and conies will be sent to you. 

. V a* # # >,* 4 y # 

PROGRESS AND CONSERVATION 

In 1900 the average, shop girl in Boston worked ten hours a day 
six days a .week-while making-as'-little as thirty cents for the day's 
effort. One-fourth of ^he boys between the ages--of ten and fifteen 
were working in mills, mines, factories and on the farm. In contrast 
to that, today, on an energy basis, the average person in America 
has 260 slaves working for him. All this has been--the result of un­
precedented progress in the United States, This progress has brought 
about the most conspicuous success the world has ever known by con­
trolling nature, 

Material progress we have attained; spiritual and moral progre.os--
have we progressed here? In the 2000 years since Christ's time, have 
we improved upon the seven virtues of .lustlce, temperance, fortitude, 
prudence, hope, faith and charity; or rather have we improved upon 
pride, envy,; wrath, lechery, gluttony, avarice, and sloth? Surely 
we must concede then -that our progress has been material, not neces­
sarily spiritual- Material progress apoears almost automatic, but 
spiritual progress must-be a difficult battle within each man. 

Each person face8> after he has achieved material security, the 
question "What kind of life do I choose to lead?" Unfortunately, 
man is never seoure as to whether he has actually achieved material 
security. Forces are contesting with him in order to relieve him 
of his money; he confronts the problem of his old age; then he wants 
to give his children a better chanoe than he had. The result is 
that even the wealthiest of men cannot feel content. They must con­
tinue to exploit their powers in order to find out how much they can 
accumulate. Wealth leads to further wealth; strife to further strife; 
exploitation, to further exploitation. Eventually, man will answer 
for such high living. 

"Life is a progress from want to want, not from enjoyment to 
enjoyment.• We cannot continue to want without a disintegration of 
pur physical wealth. Not only does this constitute bad morals, it 
also constitutes bad economics. The human animal must cease his ex­
ploitation of nature and begin to work with nature. 

Every effort by the conservationists to work with nature re­
ceives this reply from the egoist exploiter: "Let the future genera­
tions take care of themselves! I want mine now!" The conservation­
ist knows he must fight this undercurrent of sentiment, but to what 
extent? The people cry for more bread and butter, men for more auto­
mobiles, the army for iron, the air arm for more oil, a war for pre­
cious timber, the manufacturer for power. Possibly Theodore Roosevelt 
gave a rule of thumb answer to this quesion when he stated: "The ma­
terial progress and prosperity of a nation are desirable chiefly so 
far as they lead to moral and1 material welfare of all good citizens." 
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Hell's Canyon on the Snake River has the unique distinction of 
being America's deepest canyon. When sentiment became strong to de­
velop the river for its power potential, conservationists, knowing 
fully Its recreational and scenic values, chose not to oppose the 
prelect. Reluctantly, they conceded that the "moral and material 
welfare of all good citizens-" preceded their own desires. On the 
other hand, when exploiters wished to place a dam in Dinosaur Nat­
ional Monument, the conservationists fought this, since it was a can­
yon of unrivaled beauty. The Echo Park Dam was also a wedge to des­
troy our national parks and the principles upon which they were found-
ad. To build Echo Park Dam, then, would not benefit the "moral and 
material welfare of all good citizens." 

Fundamental, also, to the conservationists point of view Is the 
belief that by a:close proximity to nature man Is one step further 
on the road to perfectibility. Cities, monuments, cathedrals, pyra­
mids, and other complex structures show man's great ingenuity. Yet 
the structures of man become Insignificant when placed next to the 
complexities of nature's wonders. Nor oan man Improve on nature, , 
though he Insists on trying. If some men were to have their way: we 
would turn the meadows of Hount Rainier into golf fairways with the 
19th hole at the top of the mountain accessibletby a tramway. Of 
would you rather improve upon the awesomeness of Grand Canyon by 
building a church on its edge? Better that man'< should worship his 
God by viewing the handiwork of God' 

Civilization needs continual watching and Continual Planning. 
We cannot afford to allow the egoist-to-misuse dup resources in tfhe 
name of progress. Thehope of the future lies with the altruist, who 
places the good of the nation before his own*interests. This is the 
oath along which conservationists, must lead their fellow men. 

—by President Phillip Zalesky 
Everett, Washington 

ii a* # * >i # $ # 

"ALASKA TIMBER DEAL" 

(Editor's Note—the above headline and following article was 
lifted from the ll/w/5? edition of the Everett Daily Herald and ori­
ginally appeared,as; an editorial In the Belllngham Herald.) 

Announcement that the United States Forest Service has signed a 
contract to sell,to'Japanese interests 5(500,000,000.feet-of feder­
ally-owned timber over a 50-year period, has raised some questions in 
other parts of the West Coast and in Congress. 

The Alaskan tf-mber, situated on two Southeastern Alaska Islands, 
Is mostly lowTgraqe hemlock and reportedly will be manufactured into 
rayon pulp and shipped to Japan for conversion into rayon and similar 
synthetics. 

Rep. Russell V. Hack of the Washington Third District, who has 
asked the Forest Service for more details 1 says he opposed a similar 
deal eight years ago when It was proposed by President Truman and Sec­
retary of State Dean Acheson. 
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"I see no reason now for changing that view," he explained." As 
I see It the rapidly Increasing population of the United States soon 
will require more timber for the needs of our domestic economy. 
Furthermore, I doubt the wisdom of a manufacturing and highly Indus­
trialized nation like the United States exporting raw material for 
manufacture overseas." . ., <•••-• 

The Aberdeen Up rid comments.:.' ,**The' deal is. a good one for Sitka, 
but how good; is1 lb for this'country? Will the Japanese rayon'and 
other; products turned, out by cheap Japanese labor be imported into th<" 
United' States to, compete with, similar American-made products.? ;0f 
course that will" be done. It is being done How in the plywood In­
dustry where, the Japanese get"'logs from; the Philippines and convert 
them into plywood by Japanese:wp,rkers who are paid 11% or 12 cents, an 
hour. Of. course, American workers cannot and',should not be compelled 
to compete with such cheap labor." 

Dispatches said the Forest Service had "realized a dream" in com­
pleting the arrangement with Japanese interests concerned. But such 
a dream could turn out to be a nonsnectacular. The points raised it 
Grays Harbor are worthy of examination." 

''rt :* i* •* * J # 
TENT ARCHITECTURE IN THE NORTHWEST 

• • > (-A rambling essay1by the other Phil) 
(The following^ introduction is by Phil Zalesky and the rambling;". 

essay is by Phil Hyde, whose fine ohotographs have enhanced several • 
fine articles on the Glacier'Peak Wilderness which have appeared, in. 
The Living Wilderness Tpubiished by the Wilderness Society)';,the " 
Sierra Club Bulletin and others, • He is as versatile at writing as 
he is,at nature photography and we are glad to count him as an N3C 
member;; 

"The author of the following esBay knows whereof'he speaks. He 
should. He spent ,the' summer of 195e" dodging rain clouds in the Gla­
cier Peak Area; Your President requested him to' write on one of three 
titles. Here Is his reply: "I have made a start on the articles you 
suggest with subtitles "Photography in the Cascades: or Bring Your 
Own Flashpowder"; Tent Architecture in the Pacific Northwest: or How 
to Keep from Getting Everything Wet with a 6 X 9 Plastic Ralncover; 
'Lightning at Cascade Pass; Zaleskys Start Out to Enlighten the Hydes 
and Turn Out to be All Wet." In his more serious moods, Phllln Hyde 
is an artist;wlth the camera. Currently he is working on'an article 
about the Glacier Peak Wilderness Area for the Christian Science iff on 1,-
tor.) 

—I've been asked to do a.piece on Tent Architecture. Tent ar­
chitecture is one of. the lesser known, and least appreciated of the 
fine arts. But its neglect is usually by those who have never been 
called upon to erect, in the dead of night, out of nractically nothing 
a rain-shedding interposition between the sky and a slightly dampened 
sleeping-bag, —So this piece is for those benighted Souls who have 
gone through this test of the mettle'of men. .""'.'' 
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'./hat is Tent Architecture? In Its highest sense, Tent Architecture 
really does not at all involve a tent. It requires as its chief 
materials, bits and pieces of plastic, assorted ponchos, old war-
surplus rubberized nylon, tarps, raincoats, and practically anything 
that might look like it would shed water If it were forced to. 

First of all, to a few stray Californians that may be reading over 
the shoulder of a Northwesterner (ponderous word isn't it?T, we shoulc 
begin by pointing out why one would want to shed water. No, Tent 
Architecture Is not a substitute for Naval Architecture, That is, our 
need, when in the Northwest, is not usually for boats (though we migh 
say in passing that it would be good on such passes as White and Cas­
cade to borrow the foghorn from a boat). What happens in the North­
west might be what we would call in California, an evening dew, and 
when one ventures into these relatively lightly civilized regions, it 
is best to go prepared for all eventualities. Hence this dissertation 
on Tent Architecture, 

Having thus both defined the term, and the need for it, we shall now 
proceed to the more important consideration of Tent Architecture. On 
of the interesting things about Tent Architecture is that its use mor-
often than not reveals the inner character of those who employ it. 
This observation should prove quite helpful to the psychologists, as 
it suggests that watching an Individual engaged in the art of Tent 
Architecture may be even more revealing than putting them on a couch 
and listening to their dreams. (Especially since, in the Northwest, 
there is little time for dreaming if you leave your Tent Architecture 
until after dark). Indeed, some types of Tent Architecture may even 
give one an insight into the basic attitudes of persons. Take the 
matter of the opposites of faith and cynacism. The cynic will be 
seen, on first hitting camp, avidly searching for the proper setting 
for his tent, and having found it will forthwith begin construction, 
being completely cynical in his contempt for the weather. His oppo­
site number, on the other hand, busies himself, on arriving in camp, 
with helping others find their duffle, or in merrily socializing with 
friends—who have perhaps already erected their tents. He has com­
plete faith in the weather—(either that, or he is a rank neophyte in 
Northwest territory). He thus desports himself until weary, or force 
to go to bed. At this point, if his faith has been great enough—to 
move mountains—he finds a dry sleeping bag and dozes happily until 
dawn, secure in knowing that he KNEW It wouldn't rain, (For this typ 
the author recommends a three-day trip to Cascade Pass: if the rain 
doesn't get him, the fog dripping off the alpine firs will). 
As I said at the outset of this essay, I was asked to do this piece, 
I doubt if I'll be asked again, but that is off the subject. We must 
proceed to examine our subject of Tent Architecture. We proceed now 
to the subject of how to actually build a tent—or perhaps more 
properly, design a shelter, Perhaps at the outset, we should point 
out that weight is a highly important consideration to those to whom 
I am addressing this essay. Most people being inherently lazy, will 
not pack any more than they have to on their backs; hence, all pre­
fabricated tents and shelter structures ape ruled out. Happily for 
the art of Tent Architecture, this remains the case in the Northwest, 
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as well as other more fortunate portions of the'glope.—There 1B also 
the further consideration of the "what would my friends say if I took 
a tent?" attitude. This is a social pressure, which, upon learning 
of it, the tent manufacturers will no doubt bend every minion of 
Madison Avenue to overcome. It remains, however, an important fac­
tor in our discussion. The embarking camper Is seen at the roadhead 
furtively Bocreting things in his or her pack, the form of whidh he 
or she, is zealous to conceal. This same type, will, for the same 
reason, be one of the last to whip out these secret articles to—--
to build a tent. 

Having thus dispatched the how-to-get-the-tnaterials-to-the-site-prob-
lem, we proceed, in our inquiry, of how to utilize them. The first 
step in building a shelter with any real character is to find a grove 
of deformed'trees that everyone else in camp rejected as being un­
suitable. Thus you find it necessary to make a superior solution. 
And, of course, as an artist, you must proceed at this task with the 
tenet that the building must suit the site, indeed, it's even better 
if it looks like it grew there, (Although, admittedly, this is a 
large assignment, given the average assortment of plastic rain coats, 
torn sheets of poncho material, probably colored that awful drab 
green), One material that is essential which we neglected mentioning 
earlier, but felt sure that any good camper would have along anyway, 
is at least two hundred feet of rope, preferably nylon, since nylon 
dries rapidly. It is preferable to observe the prevailing storms, 
prevailing odor carrying breezes, presence of nearby cliffs, and other 
incidental observations that mark the work of a superior Tent Architer 
It it is not feasible to be thoroughly Informed as to the various 
characteristics: of the site, a hasty examination to see where the ralr 
comes from, will do. In the event that an accurate determination of 
this is impossible, as at some sites where it appears, to come from 
every direction at once, the best solution is to close t}ie structure 
on all sides. This leaves something of a problem in getting in and 
out, but the most important consideration is keeping dry. This, if 
stated belatedly, is, of course, the chief objective of Tent Archi­
tecture, (And, parenthetically, this is the chief qualification, of 
Tent Architecture as an art—it is, at beat, an uncertain thing). 

Having been thus told how to erect a tent or shelter, you are now on 
your own. You should bear In mind, though, that the chief means of 
keeping dry is staying home, or, If you must go into the wilds, have 
your home within a short day's, drive from the site of your art-work 
so you can retreat to heat and shelter. This IB how most of my friend 
in the Northwest work out their outings, and some of them excell at 
Tent. Architecture. After .ally look at all the practice they havel 

By Philip Hyde 
Greenville, California 

•###'### ̂ *# 
. THE DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 

Next month's Newsletter w i l l feature an a r t i c l e by Luella K, 
Sawyer on the subject of Desert Wilderness; Luella has f i r s t -hand 
knowledge of the deser t and, as Editor of the Federation of Western 
Outdoor Clubs Bul le t in , she i s wel l -qual i f ied to wr i te for the Njc, 
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Have-',you ever; heard-of =the* Inst i tu ' t^^bf Forest Genetics a t P lacer -

villa-, Calif ornla^/'We. w i l l t e l l ;abdut-'sbtne valuable work-being done 
there to .improve, conmercial tiraber''type,'s fey pross-breeding of des i r a ­
ble species . And^;pf cou.Ks'e^ .ster.-jv-Ti33;, baye."-a"n ihter'e'stlrig report from 
Phi l Ealesky o n t h e ' American F.oxeaber-a.; meeting and what came out dur­
ing the panel d iscuss ion. '. *-."'>..̂  .'*.'./ ".',.• '.••••• 

• '-*. • '".#•-* *'#-i ##•# #-- • • • - - : • •: 
" COHSTBE^IOH 

I t seems to us that i t i s the duty of the Forest Serv ice , as cus ­
todians of the people ' s fo re s t s , to acquaint the people with the fact 
t ha t no system of planned rores.ts can ever hope to supply our mush­
rooming population with wood a t ' t h e present r a t e of use . Subst i tu tes 
are a t hand, yet we are so accustomed to plenty of wood tha t we dreami­
ly assume a continuing p len ty . Our point i s t h a t we can use up a l l 
our v i rg in fores t arid then cry for s u b s t i t u t e s , or we oan i n t e l l i ­
gently convert to those subs t i t u t e s now and save some of those wilder­
ness values so important to u s . 

We fee l tha t the planned logging of the Agnes seems l i ke searchirg 
hard for some wood to cu t . Lake Chelan, you know, i s unique in th i s 
country. I t is a 50 mile long, gent ly-serpent ine channel of water 
extending from orchard-covered h i l l s into mountains which tower over 
7,000 fee t above the l ake . Since lake bottom i s *KJO fee t below sea-
leve l , and the lake depth i s 1500 fee t , the trench i s more than B,500 
feet from peak to channel f loor—the deepest in the United S t a t e s . 
I t Is fed by about Lo g lac ie r s a t the headwaters of i t s contr ibut ing 
streams. The Stehekin Valley a t Lake's head i s guarded by passes so 
formidable in rock and snow tha t entry by road is not economically 
f ea s ib l e . Plugged in the south by the lake , in the west, nor th , and 
eas t , by high passes between some of the f ines t snow and ice hung 
peaks in the country, here i s an area made to order for wilderness 
r ec rea t ion . For 50 years I t has been much loved for i t s very wild-
ness . Kept remote by i t s topography, I t needs no s t r a in ing to save. 
All the fac ts and logic of I t s redoubtable oover of merchantable tim­
ber i s ephemeral In value as lumber. I t s value for s o i l and water 
preservat ion in t h i s country of f ie rce storms and hanging slopes Is 
t imeless . 

That the ef for t s to breach i t s defenses for the benef i t ©f-.B 
handful of loggers has: the ac t ive supp6rt,of the Forest Service i s a 
matter of furious i rony. The Forest Service was conceived as a safe­
guard for the many against the rapacious appe t i t e of the few. More 
and more, a l l over the West, the pr inc ip le of mult iple use seems to 
mean tha t each and every acre of ground is expected to yield metal, 
produce lumber, feed deer, bear , goats , provide streams and t r o u t , 
and then to sa t i s fy the soul of the harassed c i t i z e n fugi t ive from 
the grindstone of h i s Job. Perhaps the Forest Service needs to ponder 
WHY the urbani te in ever- increasing thousands seeks the fores t s on h i s 
days off. 

The Forest Service has had the en t i r e Glacier 'Peak reg ion . in I t s 
charge for some time now. The qua l i ty of t h i s scenic t reasure has 
never, apparently, been understood since the days of Marshall and 
Si lcox. "Use f igures" of questionable accuracy a re , in our opinion, 
beside the po in t , since i t is not for yes terday ' s use r s , but for 
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tomorrow's, that we feel obligated to save this superlative region. 
We have been using the earth as though none were to follow us. Eaoh 
day's logging operation wastes enough forest materials to make many 
nations feel rich. We mine our Irreplaceable copper and use it to 
color paper green. We build cars twice as long as necessary to burn 
4 times the gasoline necessary to take us where we want to go. We 
say we love our children, but we rob them blind every day.. 

'ie need to think hard of today's children, and tomorrow's too. 
Instead of an obvious effort to dry up the flow of travel on forest 
trails—we have been told by Forest Service men "They'll be less 
trouble If kept to one trail1' (—the Crest Trail)—the Forest Service 
should be acquainting the public with the quality of its scenic treas­
ure and urging wilderness use. 

This is a day of great ernphasis on physical fitneBB in high 
government circles, brought on by the Array's alarming experience with 
draft rejections. The trend is towards watching, not doing, and 
must be reversed if the nation Is to survive. This is a dog-eat-
dog world among nations. Historical prochecy clearly points to the 
trail back down which all top powers have tumbled. Only by recogniz­
ing, and meeting, the challenge of decadence from too much material 
success, can we hope to bypass the historical decline. 

The limitations of space already are swiftly closing the door on 
a man's opportunity to carve hiB home from the wilderness. Yet man 
needs hard exercise under the open sky, and needs still more to re­
discover,, periodically, his unity with the earth which nourishes him. 
We feel that a few days spent in wilderness are a wonderful tonic for 
body and sou.lv We therefore feel the neoessity for ample wilderness 
to meet the needs of a much greater population enjoying more leisure, 
and we earnestly urge the recreational exploitation of our wilderness 
on a hard physical level. The spiritual values which tend to wither 
in times of careless abundance, will be fortified in proportion. The 
same fins scenery seen from a car, can never be as satisfying as 
when earned by hard trail travel, nor does a man's muscular and ner­
vous systems benefit from steering a car into an over-crowded camp­
ground. 

We think of the years beyond, when the only wilderness outings 
will be possible in those areas specifically set aside now. The day 
when all other lands will be tamed comes at us with a rush. We must 
shake ourselves loose from our amiable ootiraism about always having 
an ample supply of Space in this country, without taking positive 
steps to see that enough of the remaining is saved while we still 
have a working supply. 

—by Charles Hessey 
Star Route 
Naches, Washington 

{—a footnote—Charles, or Chuck as he is known, has had a 
great deal of experience in the northern Cascades. He has been visit­
ing the area regularly since the early 30's and has entered It and 
enjoyed it from east, south, north and west, In the past few years, 
he and wife, Marion, have been taking movie footage —winter and sum­
mer, as they enjoy ski touring—to show others what magnificent 

http://sou.lv
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scenery and grandeur there flourishes in the north Cascades.) 

.-.•.-.-. .....',;;."- •-#-#"* *#..#..,;." .......i-i :'. 
CONOHATULATIONS! 

I t 1 B * good sign when groups'of i i l es Ideals strengthen' each 
other and I t ' c a n ce r t a in ly be 'Sa la tha t OUr'group I s doing .lust 
t h a t . For instance', .bur Correspbnaihg' SecrettHry,5'Mrs.'Polly Dyer 
of Auburn, Washington has lus t recent ly become the f i r s t woman 
President of the Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs... Her Secretary 
Is Mrs. ilary Staley of Kent, Washington who i s , also ah N3C member and 
the. Washington Vice-President of. FW.OC ,1s Chester :(Chet)Powell of 
Sea t t l e who. i s ah ©C Director . I t , sbopld be apparent from t h i s ex­
ample t h a t we do not i n t end to compete With previously es tab l i shed 
cohservationnmlnded groups- or committees for reobghit ion in the 
Glacier Peak Wilderness Area Proposal 'or, any, o ther .such controversy. 
Some of our members a re already members of other outdoor or conser­
vat ion groups but we have many new mernberS, a l s o , who- a re p rof i t ing 
from the knowledge, ava i l ab le from .more, experienced.conservat ionists 
and who, in-turn, 'pass", the- Information' along t o others who have not 
ye t discovered the-necess i ty f o r wi lderness preservat ion . 

•"•••• ' '". ' # i i # W ? h # r 

A DEPIREMOH OP.WItDBRHESS' '. 

Wei. a re s o used ito s a t u r a t i n g ourselves- with .the reasons for 
perpetuat ing wilderness t h a t 1-t sometimes oomes. as a shook when 
someone .asks, the simple ques t ion of up ,"What .lb 'wilderness.Pi To 
keep theanswer as b r i e f as possiblei,, 1-like to quota the following 
de f in i t ion as summed up by Bob Marshall;. 

"Wilderness areas .are regions which contain no permanent inhabi­
t a n t s , possess no means of mechanical''conveyance, and-are su f f i c ien t ly 
spacious for a person to spend a t l e a s t a week Of ac t ive t r ave l In 
them-without c ross ing h i s own t racks .">. S person, must, e s sen t i a l l y 
be on- the i r own ef forts , for su rv iva l and there a r e no .roads, s e t t l e ­
ments, or power t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . ..However, t h e r e are t r a i l s and tem­
porary s h e l t e r s . --:-• 

And ,ho>>" for the reasons, peqple pome to, the wilderness or , in 
the oas i ,o f theiClaPier Peak;^rea, f o r e s t s ; ' -•.'.',-• , 

"For the-pursul t of beauty, rand the aeethet io-pleasure derived 
from communion .wi th .nature and -becoming one j-with ,-God." . 

Sc ient i f ic ; aapects—the:: fo res t as a laboratory,, 
Man learns to care fo r himself and. l e a r n s he can -l ive indepen-

dant of c i v i l i z a t i o n . As an escape from c i v i l i z a t i o n . 
The psychological urge—the challenge and,..thrill of climbing, 

f ishing or. s ta lk ing game with camera or .gun.:.. •!.'.! . . . 
In the fores t wilderness, , t h e r e I S no ~v$it of .obni^aring the wilds 

to what.Me are famil iar with, in'man is his tory, , . i t seems ageless to ; 
u s . :. V ; " , . ' .;'",, .:/,.... . : . . . ' . 

"The shear ,stupendbubnesb."bf ,.thb wilderness -is, incomprehensible 
to us -in i t s i v a s t n e s s . '.-..-., -. . ' ..,".: 

"Dynamic beauty"—ever bbangfng.and thq obwgpa pre evident . One 
can read a . s tory ,In a f o r e s t , - . ; ' 


