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INTRODUCTION

America’s Industrial Heritage Project is
underway! This innovative and
challenging project involves a
nine-county region in southwestern
Pennsylvania, which has an exciting and
significant history. With its steep-sloped,
heavily forested hillsides, its rural
farmsteads and small communities
nestled in scenic valleys, and its urban
industrial centers, southwestern
Pennsylvania is a diverse and
fascinating region awaiting discovery.

SOMERSET HISTORIC CENTER, SOMERSET COUNTY

The purpose of America’s Industrial
Heritage Project (AIHP) is twofold. The
first purpose is to commemorate the
significant contribution of the region’s
iron and steel, coal, and transportation
industries, which helped fuel and move
America’s industrial growth and
development and establish her standing
among the nations of the world. Many
of the region’s cultural resources relate
not only to America’'s heritage but to her
future as well. The area’s important
contribution to the rich ethnic, labor, and
social history of the nation is also an
important part of the project. Second,
the project will use related historic sites
and cultural resources within the nine
counties as focal points for a tourism
promotion program. Tourism
development efforts will also include the
region’s scenic, natural, and recreational
areas in the overall AIHP program. A
series of heritage routes or tour routes
will be developed in the area so that
visitors can enjoy the area’s numerous
historic sites and recreational activities
and at the same time appreciate the
scenic valleys, farms, towns, and
forested slopes of southwestern
Pennsylvania.

The America’s Industrial Heritage
Project will emphasize cooperative
planning, development, and
management of the region’s resources.
This will be done by creating a
cooperative atmosphere for discussion
and action among local, state, and
federal levels of government in close
cooperation with area businesses and
organizations.

Implementation of the America’'s
Industrial Heritage Project will give
visitors from across the nation an
appreciation of some of the forces that
shaped America’s industrial
development and progress. Given the
small numbers of national historic sites
that are devoted to the development and
growth of heavy industry and the
industrial labor movement in America, it
is appropriate that we as a nation
examine ways to better commemorate
this significant chapter in the story of
America’'s growth. The industries that
developed in southwestern
Pennsylvania contributed significantly to
America’s movement westward, allowed
for the growth of cities, and provided the
critical materials for fueling the "arsenal
of democracy," enabling the nation to
fight for freedom in World War Il.
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OLD BEDFORD VILLAGE, BEDFORD COUNTY

BACKGROUND

Much of the project’s background is
based in a 1985 National Park Service
(NPS) study of the region entitled
Reconnaissance Survey of Western
Pennsylvania Roads and Sites. This
NPS survey identified the significant
cultural resources at Johnstown and
Altoona as focal points for tourism



initiatives. The survey also stated that
some reasonable combination of local,
regional, state, and national interests
could "make a collective effort to provide
for the development of visitor-oriented
programs, interpretive exhibits and
waysides, and access to certain sites of
interest and significance." In 1986
Congress focused on alternative 4 of the
survey, which called for a regional
approach to preservation and promotion.
Congress requested the National Park
Service to take a more detailed look at
the region’s resources and to develop a
program for implementing the concepts
in that alternative. This became the
emphasis for the early phases of the
America’s Industrial Heritage Project.

In December 1986 an ad hoc
commission composed of
representatives from regional industries,
local governments, and area
organizations was formed to direct the
early part of the project. This
commission worked diligently to oversee
the planning process, knowing that a
cooperative framework would be the key
to the success of their work. Initially, four
committees were organized within the
commission to oversee the planning
process and address various aspects of
the project — Cultural Resources,
Economic Development, Tourism and
Marketing, and Transportation.

The first project task involved the
completion of an action plan. The
commission conducted an extensive
public involvement program and held a
series of public meetings during
formulation of the action plan to obtain
citizen sentiment on project goals. The
resultant draft Action Plan was reviewed
in public meetings throughout the
nine-county region. Based on input from
citizens and organizations, changes
were made and the final Action Plan was
distributed to the public on Labor Day,
1987. The plan guided initial project
activity, outlined funding and
management needs, and provided
direction for local, state, and federal
legislative agenda items. The Action
Plan formed the basis for future
implementation strategies related to the
project and identified new opportunities

for coordination among the various
levels of government.

In the summer of 1987 the Park Service
began a systematic inventory of
industrial heritage sites and also started
data collection and research regarding
these sites and AIHP themes. After
finalization of the Action Plan, in
cooperation with state and local
governments, the Park Service began
some site-specific work, which focused
on nationally significant sites in existing
NPS areas and on other significant sites
that are affiliated directly with project
themes. NPS personnel also served as
commission staff and assisted in public
involvement.
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MT. ETNA IRON FURNACE COMPLEX, BLAIR COUNTY

PROJECT LEADERSHIP

After Labor Day, 1987, legislation was
introduced to create the Southwestern
Pennsylvania Heritage Preservation
Commission — a federally legislated
commission in the Department of the
Interior. Congress found that

the iron and steelmaking, coal,
and transportation industries
and the labor of their workers
contributed significantly to
America’s movement
westward, allowed for the
growth of the Nation’s cities,
and helped fuel and move its
industrial growth and
development . . ., [that] there
are only a few recognized
historic sites that are devoted
to portraying the development

and growth of heavy industry
and the industrial labor
movement in America; and the
9-county region in
southwestern Pennsylvania
known as the Allegheny
Highlands contains significant
examples of iron and steel,
coal, and transportation
industries, and is a suitable
region in which the story of
American industrial heritage
can be appropriately
interpreted to present and
future generations.

To implement the Action Plan and the
purpose of the proposed legislation, the
Southwestern Pennsylvania Heritage
Preservation Commission was formed in
1989 as "the means by which the
cultural heritage of the 9-county region
. may be recognized, preserved,
protected, interpreted, and made
available for the benefit of the public."

CAMBRIA IRON COMPANY, CAMBRIA COUNTY

Membership on the new commission
was established as follows:

two members appointed by the
governor of Pennsylvania (one
representing the Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum
Commission and one
representing the Pennsylvania
Department of Community
Affairs)

nine members, one from each
of the nine counties

four members from the
Southern Alleghenies Planning
and Development Commission

four members from Laurel
Highlands, Inc.

two members from the
National Park Service

the director of the National
Park Service, ex officio, or his
delegate

The commission can, among other
things, elect a chairman; appoint the
necessary staff; receive property; make
loans and grants to conserve and
protect sites, buildings, and objects that
are related to the industrial development
of the area and that are included on or
eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places; and use its funds to
obtain property, facilities, and services
needed to carry out its duties. The
commission can also designate a
Southwestern Pennsylvania Industrial
Heritage Route — a vehicular tour route
that links historic, cultural, natural,
scenic, and recreational sites in
southwestern Pennsylvania (specific
initial sites to be included are given in
the legislation) and additional segments
that will link sites that are designated in
the future.

STEELMAKING, HOT-METAL TRANSFER LADLE

Today, four technical advisory groups
(TAGs) serve the Southwestern
Pennsylvania Heritage Preservation
Commission. The Interpretation and
Historic Preservation TAG advises the
commission regarding historic sites
throughout the nine-county region,
evaluating the sites in relationship to the
project themes and, in cooperation with
the Tourism and Marketing TAG,
assessing the appeal of the sites to



visitors. The Tourism and Marketing
TAG also examines ways to coordinate
project-related marketing strategies
throughout the nine-county region.
Helping to identify what role tourism
should play in the region's overall
economy and how historic preservation
and economic development goals can
be meshed is a task of the Economic
Development TAG. The Transportation
TAG focuses on the region’s highways
and roads, including improvements to
US 22, a critical east-west transportation
link through the region, and US 119,
219, and 220, the region’s three major
north-south highway connectors. The
Transportation TAG is also concerned
with providing better access, creating
more opportunities for visitor orientation,
enhancing the scenic quality of area
roads, and establishing heritage tour
routes.

SALTSBURG CANAL PARK, INDIANA COUNTY

PARTNERSHIPS — THE
KEY TO PROJECT

SUCCESS

A project of this magnitude requires a
great deal of cooperation between many
different groups, organizations,
governments, and people. In
coordination with the Southwestern
Pennsylvania Heritage Preservation
Commission, the National Park Service
is working on several projects related to
the region’s cultural resources,
economic and tourism development, and
transportation. This includes work with
the Transportation TAG to identify auto
tour routes and opportunities to enhance
area highways that provide visitor
access to the region. The production of

Aesthetic Awareness of Design in
Improvements to US 22 and Heritage
Route Selection Criteria is one result of
this work. The Park Service is also
working with the Interpretation and
Historic Preservation TAG to inventory
regional historic sites related to the
project themes and prioritize their
significance. This is being done through
historic resource studies conducted by
NPS historians and historic surveys of
industrial sites and communities
conducted by the NPS Historic American
Buildings Survey (HABS) and Historic
American Engineering Record (HAER)
teams.

During the course of the project, the
Park Service will be entering into several
cooperative agreements and will
continue to provide technical assistance
that is related to future development of
the AIHP themes to local and state
governments and other qualifying
organizations. An example is the
cooperative agreement between the
Park Service and the Johnstown Flood
Museum Association to provide
technical assistance regarding the
museum’s collections and exhibits and
to coordinate in museum planning,
interpretation, and development of visitor
facilities. Another example is the
cooperative agreement between the
Park Service and the Altoona
Railroaders Memorial Museum. This
agreement provides NPS assistance for
development of new visitor facilities at
Horseshoe Curve National Historic
Landmark and for cooperative planning,
interpretation, and facility development
in the Railroaders Museum complex in
downtown Altoona.

Through the individual missions of the
four national park system units within the
project region, the Park Service will also
provide visitor orientation, information,
and project-related theme development
as well as technical assistance and
interaction with surrounding
communities within the project region.
NPS personnel will coordinate with
commission staff and assist in public
involvement and other activities.

However, the future success of the
America’s Industrial Heritage Project

JOHNSTOWN INCLINED PLANE, CAMBRIA COUNTY

isn’'t just keyed to the cooperative
activities of the Southwestern
Pennsylvania Heritage Preservation
Commission or the assistance provided
by the National Park Service. The active
participation of various agencies of the
commonwealth of Pennsylvania and
involvement by county and municipal
governments and private businesses
and organizations is central to meeting
future project objectives.

At the state level, the Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum Commission,
among other activities, is assisting
owners of historic properties in their
preservation efforts and in preparing
National Register nomination forms on
eligible properties. The Pennsylvania
Department of Community Affairs is
coordinating with the project in
numerous ways, including the Main
Street Manager program, recreation
improvement grants to municipalities,
community comprehensive land use
planning, and administration of the
Pennsylvania Heritage Parks program.
The Pennsylvania Heritage Affairs
Commission is responsible for

developing four oral history centers and
fosters cultural conservation efforts, the
human dimension of the region’s
industrial heritage.

The Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation (PENNDOT) plays an
important role in ensuring that area
roads and highways are safe and
efficient travel routes for residents and
visitors. PENNDOT is also responsible
for improvements to major highways in
the region, such as US 119, 219, 220,
and US 22, the William Penn National
Heritage Highway. Also, PENNDOT is
working with the commission to establish
the Southwestern Pennsylvania
Industrial Heritage Route — a series of
heritage routes throughout the
nine-county area.

The Pennsylvania Bureau of State Parks
and the Pennsylvania Fish and Game
Commission work with the commission
in areas relating to the region’s natural
environment; they also provide
outstanding recreational lands and
facilities. And the Pennsylvania
Department of Commerce is working
closely with county and regional tourism
promotion agencies to help visitors from
across the nation discover why
southwestern Pennsylvania is a great
place to spend a vacation.

County and municipal governments also
have a key role in the project. Among
other activities, each county has
developed county heritage committees
to focus on how individual counties in
the project region can best participate in
the AIHP.

Last, but certainly not least, the
participation of private businesses,
organizations, and area citizens has
proved to be the project’'s most valuable
asset. The construction of new visitor
facilities, the private investment in
rehabilitating historic buildings, and the
dedicated work of volunteers at the local
level are evident throughout the region.
The people of southwestern
Pennsylvania are excited about the
AIHP and are getting involved!



WHAT'S AHEAD?

Based upon the recommendations in the
1987 Action Plan and the commission’s
1991 Comprehensive Management
Plan, a blueprint for the development of
the area’s resources has been
established. As outlined in the
legislation, the commission is
responsible for the implementation of
project goals and objectives. This
includes inventorying, preserving,
interpreting, and developing the cultural
and historic resources of the area.

Project implementation is now in full
swing. Numerous developments related
to tourism promotion and historic
preservation, involving various levels of
government and the private sector, are
underway. Protection of numerous
historic sites, development of additional
recreational areas, improved regional
transportation, and greater opportunities
for the private sector to invest in the
local economy are expected benefits of
the project.

LIGONIER TOWN HALL,
WESTMORELAND COUNTY

CONCLUSION

With widespread involvement in the
project by area citizens and good
coordination between all levels of
government, the area’s important
historic and other resources can be
enhanced, the region’s economy will
benefit, and the nationally significant
historic and cultural resources will be
preserved for future generations. Just as
important, the American people will be
able to see, enjoy, and learn about some
of the more significant aspects of
America’s industrial heritage.

EAST BROAD TOP RAILROAD NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK,
HUNTINGDON COUNTY
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FAYETTE COUNTY

1 NATIONAL PIKE FESTIVAL. Wagon trains, crafts, displays,
antiques, demonstrations, entertainment, and homemade
foods. Town festivals along US 40 in Fayette and Somerset
counties — annually, 3rd weekend in May (800) 333-5661.

2 FAYETTE COUNTY'S ANNUAL FALL FOLIAGE
CELEBRATION. Historical tours, Fall Foliage Parade,
buckwheat and sausage suppers, barbecues, arts and
crafts, and more. Throughout different parts of Fayette
County — annually, late Sept. through Oct. (800) 333-5661.

3 GREATER UNIONTOWN ALL ETHNIC FESTIVAL.
Continuous entertainment, special events, delicious cuisine
from all nationalities, and two days of family fun. Throughout
downt&\;vgn Uniontown — annually, 1st weekend in June (412)

4  FESTIFALL. Children's activities, old-time music, historic
foods, and tours of the Albert Gallatin house. On PA 166,
3 miles north of Point Marion at Friendship Hill National
Historic Site — annually, early October (412) 725-9190.
S FAYETTE COUNTY FAIR. Livestock, commercial and
educational exhibits, and special events such as tractor
Bulls, horse pulls, and demolition derby. 5 miles north of
niontown, at fairgrounds on US 119 — annuallgd beginning
last Thursday in July for 10 days (412) 438-0502.

SOMERSET COUNTY

6 PENNSYLVANIA MAPLE FESTIVAL. Maple sugar
demonstrations, crafts, quilt show, entertainment, tours
through Maple Manor, ?arades, and more. Along US 219,
in Meyersdale — annually, first part of April (814) 634-0213.

7 SOMERSET COUNTY FAIR. in Meyersdale — annually, 4th
week in August (814) 634-5619.

8 SPRINGS FOLK FESTIVAL. Reliving early days in the historic
and scenic Casselman Valley. On PA 669 between
Salisbury and Grantsville, MD — annually, 1st Fri. and Sat.
in Oct. |23‘14) 662-4158 or (301) 895-5985.

9 MOUNTAIN CRAFT DAYS. Over 120 traditional crafts
demonstrated in a natural woodland setting, traditional
foods featured. 4 miles north of Somerset on PA 601 at
Somerset Historical Center — annually, 1st weekend after
Labor Day (814) 445-6077.

10 NEW CENTERVILLE FARMERS' AND THRESHERMEN'S
JUBILEE. Steam engines of all sizes, live entertainment,
crafts, and quilt show. On PA 281 in New Centerville —
gggijaa‘ll , 2nd weekend in Sept., Thurs. through Sun. (814)

BEDFORD COUNTY

11 ARTS AND CRAFTS FESTIVAL. Juried artists and
craftspersons demonstrating and sellingtheir original works
under tents; entertainment and food. Old Bedford Village,
US 220 — annually, late June (814) 623-1156.

12 PIONEER DAYS CELEBRATION. Pioneer games, a Kig roast,
wagon rides, demonstrations, performances by American
Indians, and skirmishes by militamen. Old Bedford Village,

S 220 — annually, early Sept. (814) 623-1156.

13 FALL FOLIAGE FESTIVAL. Parades, crafts, food,
entertainment, and antique show. In Bedford — annually,
early-mid Oct. (814) 623-1771.

14 OLD-FASHIONED CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION. Candle-lit
pathways, live nativity scene, and log cabins decorated for
Christmas. Old Bedford Village, US 220 - annually, the
three weekends before Christmas (814) 623-1156.

FULTON COUNTY

15 FULTON COUNTY FALL FOLK FESTIVAL. A celebration of
harvest time with local craftspersons, farm machinery
displays, exhibitions, and events. Countywide, 3rd weekend
of Oct. (717) 485-4064.

16 FULTON COUNTY COUNTRY SPRING FLING. Local
artisans and craftspersons, flea markets, bazaars, and
Firemen's Carnival. In McConnellsburg — 2nd weekend in
May (717) 485-4064.

17 FULTON COUNTY FAIR. McConnellsburg fairgrounds —
annually, last week of Aug. (717) 485-4064.

WESTMORELAND COUNTY

18 WESTMORELAND ARTS & HERITAGE FESTIVAL. Juried
art show, 130 craft booths, 26 ethnic food booths, children’s
activities, and continuous entertainment. At Twin Lakes
Parkaegassé of Greensburg — annually, July 4th weekend (412)

19 FT. LIGONIER DAYS. Food booths, sidewalk sales, church
meals, entertainment, large craft fairs, and colorful Saturda:
garade. In Ligonier — annually, 2nd weekend in Oct. (412’;

38-4200 or 238-9701.

20 LIGONIER HIGHLAND GAMES. Competitive Highland
dancing, piping, drumming, athletics, and Scottish fiddling.
At Idlewild Park, 3 miles west of Ligonier — annually, 2nd
Sat. in Sept. (412) 238-3666 or (412) 831-1408.

21 SCOTTDALE COKE & COAL HERITAGE FESTIVAL &
SCOTTDALE HISTORICAL SOCIETY. Food, crafts,
entertainment, antique car show, quilt and art show, parade,
and antique and flea markets. In Scottdale — annually, 3rd
weekend in Sept. (412) 887-6350 or (412) 887-5700.

22 WESTMORELAND COUNTY FAIR. Nightly tractor and
4-wheel-drive pulls, country bands, horsepullinﬂ contest,
and demolition derby. Between Mutual and Norvelt at
fairgrounds — annually, late August (412) 887-4908.

INDIANA COUNTY

23 SALTSBURG’S CANAL DAYS. Historic walking tours,
parade, food, and festival. In Saltsburg — annually, 1st
weekend in June (412) 639-9092.

24 NEW GROWTH ARTS FESTIVAL. Demonstrations, displars.
food, and festival. In downtown Indiana Borough — annually,
in July (412) 357-ARTS.

25 INDIANA COUNTY FAIR. Carnival, shows and contests,
harness racing, horse and tractor pulls, and many exhibits.
South of downtown Indiana Borough at Mack Park on US
119 - late Aug. to early Sept. (412) 463-7505.

26 HISTORIC PRESERVATION WEEK. Historic tours, sidewalk
sales, displays, food, and festival. In Blairsville — annually,
2nd week of May (412) 459-0580.

27 QUEEN EVERGREEN PAGEANT. An important event for
Indiana County, the Christmas tree capital of the world.
Location varies — annually, in spring (412) 463-7505.

CAMBRIA COUNTY

28 CAMBRIA COUNTY FAIR. Large county fair with agricultural
displays, concerts, and many activities. North of Ebensburg
on US 219 - annually, late Aug. (814) 536-1816.

29 LOG HOUSE FALL ARTS FESTIVAL. Display and sale of
native arts and crafts, entertainment, and refreshments.
Community Arts Center of Cambria County, 1217 Menoher
Boulet_’v135rd. Johnstown — Labor Day weekend (814)
255-6515.

30 AMERICA'S INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE FESTIVAL. National
Folk Festival and local ethnic festival. Johnstown — Labor
Day weekend (814) 539-1889.

31 ANNUAL ALL-AMERICAN AMATEUR BASEBALL
TOURNAMENT. Amateur teams from 22 U.S. cities
compete in double elimination tournament. Johnstown Point
Stadium — annually in Aug. (814) 535-7595.

32 MOUNTAIN DAYS. Crafts, demonstrations, dances, flea
markets, entertainment, and antique auto show. Prince
Gallitzin State Park — 1st full week in August, Sunday to
Sunday (814) 674-3666.

BLAIR COUNTY

33 KEYSTONE COUNTRY FESTIVAL. Countywide arts, crafts,
commercial booths, professional entertainment, and antique
auto show. In Altoona — weekend after Labor Day (814)
943-8151.

34 BLAIR COUNTY ARTS FESTIVAL. Outdoor stages, juried art
exhibits, children’s activities, fireworks, and craft and food
booths. In Altoona — in May prior to Memorial Day (814)
944-9434.

35 BLAIR COUNTY SPORTS SHOW. Outdoor recreation
displays and exhibits. In Altoona — annually, last week of
Feb. (814) 944-4043.

36 FORT ROBERDEAU BATTLE DAYS AND ENCAMPMENT.
A weekend of garrison duty, skirmishes, tactical weapons
demonstrations, and activities of the Revolutionary War

eriod. US 220 to Kettle Street (Altoona), 8 miles into
inkin&galiey — late July, noon-5 (814) 695-5541 or (814)
946-0048.

HUNTINGDON COUNTY

37 HUNTINGDON COUNTY FAIR. Pennsylvania's second
largest agricultural exhibition. Southwest of Huntingdon
Borough — mid Aug. (814) 643-0660

38 RAYSTOWN COUNTRY SPORTS SHOW. A three-day
exhibition of outdoor sports equipment and building needs.
Just southwest of Huntingdon Borough at fairgrounds —
annually, 1st weekend in May (814) 669-4407.

39 HUNTINGDON COUNTY ARTS FESTIVAL. A display of arts
and crafts that highlights the unique structures, quilters, and
storytellers of the area. In Hesston on PA 26 — annually,
last weekend in June (814) 627-3241.

40 SHADE GAP PICNIC. A full week of fun. In Shade Gap —
annually, last week of July (814) 259-3596.






