Jaly 13,1848

SUPERINTRNDENTS AMYUAL REPORT

looking back over tho past twelve menths, 4t is aifficult to
oprehend that a year has passed, From the point of view of astoxp~
1ishmants, {t 15 likewise Aifficult ¢to eoe how it is possible o have
yob

On April 1, the operation apd
ative Jeathar Station wore turnsd over €0
1isted below has bescn odtainod from tho rocoxds and since it presents seve
oral intarceting fizures it 1s ineludod in this report.

Summary of Twentynine Palng Climatological Record £or Past Seven Years.
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Aversgs rainfall per year for 7 yre, 497
Average monthly rainfall O 41"
Averege daily veinfall 0s004"
Days rained in 7 years 158
Days rained per year 28,3
Days rained per month 1.88
Wettest zmonth, Septezder 1939 8,38~
Uettost day, Dooember 24, 1940 188"
Driest year, 1937 1,82

11ahod by the Soripte Institute of Cgeanography indisate that Twentynine
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Investigntion of New Pexi Arees oy Boundary Changos

On smral ogcagions tho superintendent has acdompanied Washington
ortice and Region Four Headquarter offieiala %o the propossd Palms Canyon

Rational lonumont,
Considerable study has deen given to bountary changes, tut no final

politan Water District Aqueduct is being considered, No ehanges are being.
mldomdtorthoeastmpartofmwu i3 balieved best to



16f% %0 $he Reglcne The superintendent end Beglonal cfffofals have oon-
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inmue to bo regeived by this offfce,

bossune the glatmants failed ¢0 an~

on-minsral in charedter, A large

be cangelled if funds were availe

at a very low odd, Essantial mate

and no other nminerals for whigh

ng operations have been found excepting
Yesn blocked out {n the Ragle Mount-

has no {nformation as to what may
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that a new ares has more need of enginsering assistance than other sress
yot Joshna Tree has had dus very 1ittle help of this natuwe,

0f oonsideradble importanse hore is the faot that there has Been a
large smount of survey work dote in Joshua Tros by other agensies, for
instanes, the northern boundary 18 on the San Bernaxdino Base line while
pait of the southern boundary 48 along the Metropolitan ¥Water Distyries
Aoqudugts Both theso lines have desn procisely surveyed and in addition
nany intermediate stations have beon established. The 80th. Amy Engineers

have
are only fairly sccurcte and in the case of the 1888 surveys they are 80
inagourate as t0 be of no heolp at all,
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: Due to the lask of improvemants in the monumant, no effort has bdeen
made $0 obtain publicity for tha area, In fast, a definite polisy 18 e~
foreed to try to discourege pudlicity. The attitude of thie office is that
to invits ths public t0 a Park Service area which lacks all the develop=
ments end protection the pudlic expeots to find in such areas, not oaly
inconveniences the pudlic but embarraesses the cdministration when called
upon ¢0 axplsin why this monument has not been developed, A sudbsidiery
fagt, 18 that due to the highly organized nature of the Southern Celife
ornia pudlicity acencies, thias office is definitely alarmed at what could
be done should an orzanized effort be made to capatalizs om pudlicising
the only Park Service area near Los Angeles, A fast prodadly not as yet '
thoroughly realized 1s that Joshua Tree National Monument is loeated withe
in three hours drive of several million people. These pecple not only
POS20SS more cars per capita than any other arca exsepting 7ashington D.Ce,
but are, in addition, socustomed to driving long distances for recreation.
Reoords from Yossnite and Soquola National Papks show that mopd than £1£%y
percent of their campers come fram Southern California,

e .

0fftcials of the Automodile Clud of Southern Califoraia hbave made
statanent that they eoulld by pudlieising the monument put two thirds of
visitors into the monument who in noxmal years drive to the desers when
is at 1t8 best, A fow yoars ogo a tyaffic oount showsd 000 care passing
shrough Bamning heoded for the desert on one weekeend, 18 an ominous
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The majority of the cozplaints Pedsived by this office are directed

at the lack of campground fagilities. The public hes desn 90 egoustaned

$0 expect to find caparounds in Park Servico areas that
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es8 or capgrounds appealing to

neering spirit m,amﬁmwwr&&mmm

able zmst of these oampers are at lsast partially eatiofied.
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an adninistrative viewpoint, the most disconsorting fust s
camping cannot bo confined t0 designateld areas, The natural enoy for

compers, if not otherwise restricted, is to seloot the most scenioc spets

Another disconserting fast 48 that we have no vontrol over some of the
canping besause it is done on private landse

The only ixmprovements made in the momment requiring maintenance has
the bettemment of a fow miles of roads. To date approximately §10,000
has beon spent in grading and widening 66 miles of tho several hundred
milea of roads existing in tho monument, About $8,000 of theso funds hes
besn expended on the 38 miles of road betwesn Twentynine Palms and Keys
View, Tho rexainder of the imzproved roeds hove besn worked just sufficlient

Due to the lack of xain which is eassential for the bettermant and
maintenance of desert dirt roceds, the ahowing this year does not ocmpare
with the progress mede last yeare Prectically all the procipitation this
yoar wea either in such amall quantities that 48 4id not sufficiently
modaten the soil or it foll as gnow which hecause of ite novelty to dese
mm%ualm%t&mmmm&:ﬁnmg;%mu
mgrwggrko 8o rocds mhﬁe : .smem

snow oovered the rooads.

If the soil of the desort dirt voads can be worked while demp, traffio
forms a glezed surface that ksops tho surfese from eorrugating. Very little
glazed surface was madethis year and a greater maintenance prodleom was
present than oxisted last year, Redused traffic and tbe use of a broom
drag solved this prodlem,

Cloudburets last gumner and fall geriously menaced the roads and in
plases destroysd them completely. By oonssant patrol when eloudduvsts were
imninemt, the road grew with the assistance of the superintendent and :

renger saved soverel soctions of the roads which otherwiss would have
beon loste
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