VIA ATR MAIL Juzs 3, 1983

Hexzorandun

Tos The Director

Fromi . Superintendent, Josktua Tree

Subject: Anmual Report of Offieials in Charge of Field Arces

Perscnnel:

Frank R. Oivens, Superintendent, transferred to
Acedie Hationel Park, April 13, 1983
Baxuel A. King, April 13 to present
Hesmel L. Rarenfight, Supervisory Park Renger
Alva D, Conner, Kixed Geng Forenan :
Robert B, Ltko. Mized Gang Foremasn, Disadility Retirement
- April 10, 1983
John R, Bisnco, Light Truok Driver
Earrison Y. Boling, Laborer Leedman, Disability Resirement
April 30, 1983
Mras, ¥Maegie C. Vgn Tassell, Clerk-Typist

In addition three permmanent positions are unencumbered
nazely, Operator Generel, Labdorer lesdman, end Igdorer. OUns ssasonal
ranger position is encumbered from Eovemder 1, 1902 through April, 1983,

munonammnuwun1na.mum.
mnuthmm.v.A.x.mta.

From one to three intermittents laborers are also hired for
yoad wnd maintenande work as required.

¥e are fortuzate in having a compotent staff and the fraits
of theiy sfforts are dhown in the sgcompiishments sttainsd in al) .
a8 of sotivity  She yoay. Banger Earenfight
) ,,,hhnMgﬂM mummmpm
' PAiSaing axd sduinistadsive grogrens e well -




Ixayels

Travel trends indicate an ever growing interest in
Joakua Tres NHational Monument and if present trends continue,
Swvave)l for this calendar yesar will prodadly reach a total of
800,000 visitors. Travel to the end of May, 1983 showed s total
of 100,379 visitors. Thes Densely populsted metropolitan ares

sround los Angeles is the greatest contributing factor in this
ingreased visitation.

Intensive wsskend use of campgroucd fecllities was
inficated throughout the year, with a high percentage of visitors
who brought light trailers. A veritadle exodus of trailerites
from the Metropolitan ares heeding for the monument was noted over
the main highway lesding to the monument each weskend.

large organized groups numbering os many as 688 persons
mafle use of cempground facilities throughout the year. They
-¥hgluded Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Young Mens Christian Association,
Cgmp Fire Girls, Salvation Ammy Youth Center groups, numercus
¢dllege and university field study groups, Sierra Clud and neardy
greamar sehool and high school groups. Indications are that these groups
" plan ¢0 redturn next year as pert of their regular outdoor anctivities,

Some idea of eerly summer travel trends were indiceted
for the month of May 1953. which, shovid an inorease of 485.0%% over
May, 1952!

landst
In this fiscal year deeds have doen received, or informa-

tion indicates that they ere adout to be receivsd to 35,789.01 acres
of privately owned land within the monument: -

Doed £13 8193.44 amn Nelson Exchange
LAY 3 U 14473.61 Ritter Bros. Exchange
* fs 8840.00 *  Bishop Exchenge
160,00 * Keiper v
u&.“ " Bewton .
is80.68 " Hasler "
m.n . $o. "oo 30. (Btll.y) m
- Allen Exohasnge :
d 80, Pac. Go. (Yumm) Buhnm
o Riddel) Exchange
"  “Moninger

asquired during 1983 F.Y,




With the influx of people to Bouthern Galfifornis, and
the military development at Twentynine Palms, a real estate doom
4s under way in this vioinity. Owners of private lands in the
monument are beooming intersstsd in 4isposel of their lands %0
private individuals. Mr, W. L, Monstad, owner of 800 acres in
Quoen Valley, has dragged a road on his propsriy, and proposes %0
4rill a well and suddivide. This Qevelopment would de in full view
of visitors from the highway through Queen Valley. Letters have
beon written Mr. lonsted regaxding a possible exchange o purchase
of this land dut no answer has teen received to date.

: ¥y, Joe Wachowski of Manistee, Miohigen, holding a deed
to 960 aores in Pinto Basin, including the Ocotillo Pateh, was
written inquiring if he would de interested in selling this holding
et an sppraised price. This private land is hindering the improve-~
ment of the westera portion of the Pinto Basin Road.

The negotiations between Mr. L. M. Moninger end Mr,
Whitlow are continuing for the purchase of approximately 5 sections
and i{mprovements in Loat Horse Valley. Thess sections would de
used for base for exchange by Mr. Moninger for pudblic lands Gesired
~-bgpr dim. Mr. Whitlow hes now s80ld three parcels, adjoining the
Hidden Valley Campground on the north to pré¢vate individuals. One
of these parcels intrudes on the campground at the north emd.

Heasrs. Griddin and Peterson are interested in ascquiring
sections of pudlic domain near Desort Center, Califoraia. This is
' some of the lend which was once bdeing considered in the Bright
Exchenge. They are interested {n duying the Mooman (3200 acres)
Wilson end Cummings (2860 acres) end the Tallman (1928,88 ams)
bholdings for oxohcnso purposes,

An exchange 1is being worked up between the Regional office
m Mr., Guy R. Pyle of Witter Springs, to exchange 205.9 scres in - \
Pinto Basin for land in Forthern Califorais.

Plens for condemnaticn of tax-desded lands in Pinto Basin
axe boing formmlated in the Regional office. A list of tax-desded
gopmy 1s boing compiled, and when completed will be tm-htd

She Washington office. :
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Padlio Relavicnar

Relations with varicus 6ivic groups and county and oity
officials wers established and mainteined through the efforts of
Superintendent Giyens snd mexbers of the local staff, General
support of the monument and the Service or a local level u <
indicated as & result of these efforts.

Recent meetings with membors of the Base Line Highway
Association and the Ceschella Valley Advisory Plamning Commission,
edvocates of another rosd (Hlue Cut) through the monument, ended
in disagresment tut on a cordial plane.

Another group representing the Joashua Tree Chamber of
Comze rge are advocating s$hat this Service expedite the surfacing
of th? Joshua Tree Entrance Road (hinges on soquisition of private
m * ° ’

Ad41tional meetings are sohedules with both the sbove
groups at which time we hope to satisfy them that our pending
prograns are adequate and in the public interest.

Isprovements:

Present indications are that our proposed sdministration
building at the Oesis of Mara will be constructed early in the
1984 Fiscal Year, Bid-invitations and specifications are deing
accomplished on a regional level mnd it is hoped that a favoradle

bid may be forthocaing &0 that construstion can de initiated right
after July 1, 1983.

Sen Bernardino Ooynty officiale (Board of Supervisors)
have indficated thoir desire to cancel the lease on our pressant
offices on June 20, dut will allow our continued ocgupsncy on a

month to month dasis, providing we start eonatructton OR our own
offices on or sbout ;tn: 1, 1083.

mt

The tnpoot of mmr uua through increased visitation

) B m ntm‘mwm sdjacent t0 our several pudlie
unds an destrustion of native vegotation.,
POl uttiu ot tvees m shyubs by omn m utilisation
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N We are presently supplying sorap fire wood et all eamp-~

. gzounds on an experimental dasis, peniing the cutcems of the
possibility of plecing wood-veading machines at each ecampground.
_Another poseidility to with this situasion would be the
Wlu of wood (in szoks thmah s liama Biastory Aasociation.

Considersdle. mcenoo of ohoounc was indicated by spent
shells found along the varicus roeds, Admittodly a porsion of this
shooting mey be construed as target practice; tut 1titarbaltaved
that in meny ceses the $argots were szall maamals or birds. A -
lerje number of direotionsl signs were likewise shot up by gunners,
Many individuals, espeocially teen-age doys with B-B guns were
sontacted by the rengers before they had an opportuniiy te shood
soms Of the lesser wildlife.

Because Of the large territory we have to covepr, it is
1ot possidble to afford adequate protsction to the are th presont
staffing. It appears that in order to ocope with this increased ‘

. vendalien, the m’'nimum protection requirements for the monument
. would be a Chief Renger, two permanent Park Rsmgers, two seasonal

Park Rangers during the winter months (one sessonal ranger pesition
already establighed).

W fo1

39 Bighorn Sheep have deen reported seen. The majority
have bsen observed during the moath of August in the vioinity of
Studdy Spring. At the present time, besed on reports dy hikers,
Logt Palms Canyon has sn abundence of activity, including some lembds.

is Mule desr have been reported with the majority. ssen
Quring the month of August in the viecinity of Pine Spring. 4 total
of 4 fawns have been seen at Willow Hole, Elack Rook Spring, snd

There have bDeen sigas of Couger.

Two bobeats he¥e beon reported seen and signe observed at
moast rocky aresq such as Squaw Tenk, Stirrup ‘rnk. Jumbo Rocks, end
Indien Cove. A \

A few coyotes have beoa ssen. ’ ;

mnunbmmhxuuuwmmmmt m.

homnrmbmwon-amumommmmy
hhnbmhnoy end Juniper Flat.

Fresk signs of skuzk have besn ebserved at Willow Bole.
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Jask yedbits are in sbindence with msay killed daily on

monumant y0sis. The lack of coyotes is probadly the reason for
abundanse 0f raddbiss. '

' The Decchey Oround Squirrel is incressing rapidly at all
smpground areas. The reason is probably due to scattered foodstuffs
and gardage in darrels,

The Antelope Oround Squirrel is becoming fairly taze s
most campgrounds due to scattered (uedstuffs end gardege in barrels.

. .Likewise the Merrisn Chipmnk 18 beconing fairly tame et
saxpgrounds dua to foed there.

Many coveys of Gembel Quail have been reported, sll with
 large mimbers.of chicks. This is probably due to lack of predators.

Laok of presipitation, the limited quantity of annunals,
snd the drying up of come of the water holes, will oreate a hamship
and prodadly decrease the number of some of the msimals.

Senuel A. King
Buperintendent

- ¢c: Regional Director (é)




July 2, 1953
Memoyrandum .
Tot The Direotor, National Park Service
From: Superintendent, Joshua Tree

Bubject: Annusl Report -- Supplemental Date

I believe it is of mttioie:it significence to report
that a totel of 7.7 miles of the Pinto Basin roed was oil
surfaced during the latter part of June, 1953. This means

that only R0.8 miles of this road is gravel surfaced out of
a totel of 46 miles,

Seemel A. King
Superintendent

cs: Reglonal Director (2)




