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INTRODUCTION

Because of the fortunes of war, on April 9, 1865, the
obscure Virginia village of Appomattox Court House became
famous throughout the civilized world.

At the same time, the McLean House, where Grant and Lee
held their surrender conference, became one of the best-known
houses in America.

Who was Wilmer McLean, the man who opened his home to
this historic meeting and shared its moment of glory? Why
was he living at Appomattox Court House? When did he arrive?
When did he leave? What are the facts about his life?

For a hundred years, countless individuals have expressed
opinions about McLean which have been little more than products
of their imagination. He has been popularly regarded as the man
who ran away from the war at Manassas only to run into it again
at Appomattox Court House. Research on the life of McLean has
long been needed to supply essential information and to correct
false impressions.

A biography of any man is always far more than the story
of an individual, because every man always reflects and illum-
inates the times in which he lived. It is hoped that this study
of the life of Wilmer McLean will throw new light upon some of

the most momentous days in American history, and help to expand



the knowledge of what happened in the parlor of the McLean
House on that historic April day in 1865, when our nation's

greatest war came to an end.



FAMILY BACKGROUND

Wilmer McLean was a descendant of one of the historic
clans of Scotland. In Scotland, the name was originally
spelled Macghillean, but down through the years it has been
spelled Maclean, McClean, McLean, McLaine, McLane, and in a
variety of other ways.1

Even close relatives among the McLeans have disagreed
about the proper way to spell their name. Wilmer spelled it
McLean; his father preferred McClean; Bethannath Hodgkinson,
Wilmer's maternal grandfather, wrote it McClane.

Since McLean was the spelling used by Wilmer, and is now
the generally accepted form, it is employed throughout this
study for all references to the McLean family.

Anthony McLean, an older brother of Wilmer, compiled
considerable material for a McLean family history, but his
papers were unfortunately destroyed during the Civil War when
Alexandria was occupied by Federal troops, and he never actu-
ally wrote anything about his family except a few pages of rec-
ollections. Nevertheless, this brief account contains much
valuable information not available elsewhere.2

The history of his Scottish forebears fascinated Anthony
McLean, and he once made a trip to Glasgow, Scotland, in an
attempt to find the ancestral home of the McLeans.3 He had

his picture made while he was dressed in a Scottish tartan and



cap, and gave his two sons the old Scottish names of Malcolm
and Donald.4

Anthony McLean said that his paternal grandfather was
Donald McLean, who came to America in the eighteenth century
from the Isle of Mull, one of the inner Scottish Hebrides in
northwest Argyllshire, and settled in eastern New Jersey, near
the Atlantic coast. Donald must have arrived in America some
years before the Revolution, because his son, Daniel, the father
of Wilmer, was born in New Jersey on October 2, 1770.5

Donald McLean married a lady from New Jersey who was still
living on January 1, 1822, At that time, their son, Daniel,
bequeathed in his will an annual sum of $120.00 "for the com-
fortable support of my mother during her life to those who have
the charge of her should they require this compensation.”6

Donald McLean's relatives loved the sea, and two of his
brothers are said to have been sea captains. This sea-faring
tradition persisted among Donald's children, and his daughter,
Hannah, who was Wilmer's aunt, married Captain John Sommers,
who commanded his own vessel and finally died at sea of yellow
fever. Captain and Mrs. Sommers were the parents of eight
children, large families being the rule rather than the excep-
tion among the McLeans.7

There is no evidence that Daniel McLean, the father of

Wilmer, ever had any experience as a sailor, but he must have



been well acquainted with the shipping business, and before he
moved to Virginia he probably heard many favorable comments
about the port of Alexandria from some of his sea-faring rela-
tives and friends. Alexandria was first of all a noted port,
and the largest single group of records on Alexandria in the
National Archives has to do with maritime matters.8

Wilmer McLean's maternal grandfather was Bethannath Hodg-
kinson, a Revolutionary soldier, who was born in Burlington, New
Jersey. His grave is in the churchyard at St. Mary's Episcopal
Church, marked by a tombstone that is still well preserved and
inscribed with the information that he was born in Burlington on
January 17, 1746, and died there on October 23, 1831.

The house in which Bethannath Hodgkinson spent the last
years of his life was built in 1797 and is still standing at
372 Wood Street, Burlington, New Jersey. It was restored and
is now occupied by the present owners, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. A.
Morrisey. The lot on which the house is built adjoins the church-
yard of St. Mary's Episcopal Church.9

Strangely enough, this house which was occupied by Wilmer
McLean's maternal grandfather is located a relatively short dis-
tance from the "Grant House'", where General U.S. Grant resided
for a while in 1865—1866.10

Bethannath Hodgkinson was the son of the Rev. Peter Ayers

Hodgkinson, a clergyman of the Church of England, who was born



in Dublin, Ireland, and is said to have been the first Hodg-
kinson to come to America. The Rev. Mr. Hodgkinson married
Lucretia Leeds of New Jersey, thought to be a descendant of
Daniel Leeds, who made the first survey of New Jersey for the
Crown.11

Parson Hodgkinson selected a biblical name for his son,
but in Joshua 19:38 the name is spelled with a single '"'n"
The name on the tombstone in St. Mary's churchyard has two
"n's" and is the spelling followed in this study.

During the Revolution, Bethannath Hodgkinson served as
a soldier in a Pennsylvania regiment, and there is a family
tradition that he made the famous crossing of the Delaware
with George Washington on Christmas Day, 1776. One of the
well-known pictures of Washington crossing the Delaware por-
trays a man in the boat with him who is wearing a Scottish
bonnet, and some members of the family have maintained that
this Scotsman was Bethannath Hodgkinson. Other relatives
have said Hodgkinson merely helped to secure the boats for
Washington's Crossing.12 Whatever assistance he might have
given was certainly rendered as a civilian, because he did
not actually join the Pennsylvania militia until 1777.

Another family tradition is that Hodgkinson rode in the
same carriage with Lafayette when the French hero visited

Philadelphia in 1825. It is possible that this might have



happened, because Hodgkinson was still alive at that time,
but the Curator of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania
states that his staff is unable to find anything in the Soci-
ety's records to substantiate this claim.13

Anthony McLean said that his grandfather was a '"matural
born mechanic and up to the time of his death had a shop in
his yard with tools of various kinds, where he amused himself
making all sorts of toys and little articles for his children
and grandchildren.”14

After the Revolution, Bethannath Hodgkinson never applied
to the government for a soldier's pension, and therefore there
is no information about him on any of the pension lists.

He was married twice. His first wife, Catherine Zimmerman,
was the grandmother of Wilmer McLean. She was from Pennsylvania,
because she and her husband obtained their marriage license there
and are said to have been married in Philadelphia in 1771. Her
burial is mentioned in the publications of the Genealogical
Society of Pennsylvania. She died on October 28, 1785.15

Bethannath Hodgkinson and Catherine Zimmerman Hodgkinson
were the parents of three children: Lucretia (November 28, 1775-
September 8, 1821); Elizabeth (1778-1857); and Anthony (1785-
1827). All were born in New Jersey and all later made their

home in Alexandria, Virginia. Before she left New Jersey, Lucretia

married Daniel McLean, the father of Wilmer.



Catherine Zimmerman Hodgkinson's death in 1785 accounts
for the fact that Elizabeth Hodgkinson was living with the

Daniel McLeans in Alexandria in 1799.16

In those days, it
was the custom for motherless children to be placed in the
home of some of their close relatives. Later on, Elizabeth
Hodgkinson must have assisted with the upbringing of some of
the motherless and fatherless McLean children, one of whom
was Wilmer.

Bethannath Hodgkinson's second wife was Mary (Bunting)
Wright, who was buried beside her husband in the churchyard of
St. Mary's Church in Burlington, New Jersey. The inscription
on her tombstone says that she was born in Mansfield, New Jer-
sey, on July 23, 1755, and died in Burlington, New Jersey, on
July 24, 1842. She and her husband both lived to be more than
eighty years of age; she was eighty-seven and he was eighty-six
when they passed away.

Bethannath Hodgkinson and Mary (Bunting) Wright Hodgkinson
were the parents of two children: Anne (1792-1878) and Susan
(1795-1845). Anne married John Mackason of Philadelphia, and
their daughter, Sarah, became the wife of Anthony McLean, the
brother of Wilmer. Susan married W. S. Bartram, the son of
John Bartram, the famous Philadelphia botanist.17

Like the McLeans, the Hodgkinsons also loved the sea and

were connected with the shipping business. Wilmer's maternal



aunt, Elizabeth Hodgkinson, married Captain John P. Guthrie,
who commanded a letter of marque and was never heard from
after the War of 1812.18

Anthony Hodgkinson, Wilmer's maternal uncle, commanded
a vessel, partly his own, and '"died of consumption brought on
by exposure on the deck of his vessel, wrecked in the Indian
Ocean."19 In the War of 1812, he was captured by the British,
and in a letter to his father dated January 8, 1813, stated
that he had been a prisoner in Liverpool for twenty-eight days
but hoped to be released very soon. One of his ports of call
was Oporto, a city in western Portugal.20

Captain Anthony Hodgkinson and Daniel McLean were always
the best of friends, and Anthony was one of the witnesses to
Daniel's will on January 1, 1822,

Daniel McLean and Lucretia Hodgkinson were married in
New Jersey sometime in the early 1790's, because their first
child, Bethannath, was born on November 25, 1795. Soon after
their marriage they moved from New Jersey to Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, where they resided until the time of their death in the
early 1820's.

Many individuals with Scottish blood had settled in Alex-
andria a number of years prior to the arrival of the Daniel

McLeans. One Alexandria historian says: 'Not only were the

most prominent merchants of that nationality, but the vessels



that came into port here were generally owned and commanded
by Scots sea captains, and for years before the Revolution,
and particularly towards its close, this section gained many
valuable citizens of Scottish birth.”21
Between the years 1749 and 1800, according to another
Alexandria history, the largest immigration was from Scotland.22
As early as 1744, William Ramsay, a merchant from Scot-
land, became interested in the trade of the Upper Potomac and
23

was always foremost in schemes to aid the town of Alexandria.

A Concise History of the City of Alexandria, Va., pub-

lished in 1883, listed the original homes of many of the prom-
inent citizens of Alexandria. George Coryell, Daniel McLean,
and Samuel Snowden were mentioned as the three outstanding men
who had come to Alexandria from New Jersey.24 Since Daniel
McLean died sixty years before this volume was published, he
seems to have made a lasting impression upon the citizens of
Alexandria.

A local census was made at Alexandria in 1799, and this
census fortunately contains much more information than is found
in the Federal census. It reveals that the McLeans lived in
Alexandria's second ward, the area of the city south of King
25

Street, from the Potomac river to its western boundary.

In her Recollections, Josephine Cleary Wimsatt, a grand-

daughter of the Daniel McLeans, said that the rear of the McLean
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lot adjoined the grounds of Christ Episcopal Church, and there
was a turn-stile between the McLean yard and the church grounds,
so that when the members of the family were ready to attend church
services, they would merely step from their garden into the church
premises.26

From a financial standpoint, Daniel McLean's decision to
move from New Jersey to Virginia paid handsome dividends. He
made rapid headway in the commerical world, and by 1799, when
he was only twenty-nine, he had become a very successful business
man. In the 1799 census, Daniel McLean (here spelled McClean)
was listed as a baker, a trade he had probably learned by serving
as an apprentice in New Jersey. At that time, the apprentice
system was widely used in bakeries, and he ran his bakery in
Alexandria largely with the help of apprentices. He employed
five apprentices, and one hired servant, and also owned four
slaves, two over sixteen years of age and two under sixteen.
In 1799 he had a wife and one child, Samuel, since Bethannath
had died in 1798. Elizabeth Hodgkinson, his wife's sister, was
listed as a boarder in the household, making a total of thirteen
persons who'looked to Daniel McLean for food and shelter, which
was quite a responsibility for a young man not yet thirty years
old.

The McLean bakery evidently did not depend solely on the

wholesale and retail grocery stores in Alexandria for the sale
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of its products. Daniel McLean must have been attracted to
Alexandria, in the very beginning, because it was a seaport,
where there was a constant demand for ship's biscuits and
crackers.

In her history of Alexandria, Mary G. Powell mentions
bread, biscuit, and crackers as some of the products that were
exported from Alexandria. '"The cargoes going out were lumber,
cattle, horses and sheep, bread, biscuit, crackers and tallow
candles, and other manufactured articles." The bulk of this
export trade was carried on with the West Indies.z7

In addition to this bakery, Daniel McLean also owned an
interest in a mercantile establishment. This information is
contained in the Alexandria tax 1list for 1800, which includes
the firm of Smith and McLean among the merchants who were
licensed to do business. Alexander Smith was apparently McLean's
business partner, because he is listed in the 1800 Alexandria
census as a merchant.28

In 1813, Daniel McLean received a letter from Bethannath
Hodgkinson which was addressed to '"Daniel McClane, Merchant,

.”29 This is an indication that McLean's

Alexandria, Virginia
mercantile business was in continuous operation for a number
of years. It was evidently a flourishing establishment, be-
cause at that time Alexandria was reported to be '"one of the

leading mercantile centers of Virginia.”30
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After the War of 1812, he was able to buy a sugar refinery,
which he intended to put under the management of his oldest son,
Samuel, but this enterprise was not without its difficulties.
Anthony McLean said, "Machinery coming into use obliged him to
discontinue the old mode of refining.”31

Daniel McLean was endowed with a Scotsman's traditional
business acumen and was an astute trader. It is reported that
he was caught with a large quantity of flour on hand during the
embargo of 1807, and was threatened with a total loss, but he
converted the flour into ship's biscuits and crackers and some-
how managed to ship them away.32

Some of the flour which the British seized at Alexandria
in August, 1814, soon after Wilmer was born, doubtless belonged
to Daniel McLean, but his loss was not overwhelming, and Alexandria
as a whole escaped without severe damage during the War of 1812.
In 1813 the city had about 7,500 inhabitants, with 34 taverns and
260 business houses.:[)3

Daniel McLean's bakery and other business enterprises pro-
duced quick and sizable profits, and he also made many friends
among the leading business men and socially prominent people in
Alexandria. In his will, he mentioned John Hooff, cashier of the
Farmers Bank, and Norman Fitzhugh and Jacob Douglas, grocers, as

"my trusty and well beloved friends.'" The Farmers Bank was one of

the prominent financial institutions in Alexandria. A petition,
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dated December 10, 1819, requested the U. S. Congress to continue
the bank's charter for another twenty years, and stressed the
splendid record of the bank over the past ten years.34

Some indication of Daniel McLean's worth at the time of his
death is provided by the size of the bond which was signed by the
executors and trustees of his estate. The bond was §$50,000.00 in
"lawful money of the United States'".

His financial success enabled him to become one of the chief
benefactors of St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Alexandria, where
Wilmer McLean was married and buried, and also must have been
baptized and confirmed.35

St. Paul's was established by Daniel McLean and some of the
other members of Christ Episcopal Church who had become dissat-
isfied with the ministrations of the Reverend William Gibson, who
"had made himself obnoxious to a majority of his congregation.”36

The dissenters bought a small frame meeting house on Fairfax
Street, between Duke and Prince Streets, and there on January 23,
1810, a Vestry was organized consisting of Daniel McLean and ten
others, McLean's name heading the list of vestrymen. He paid
$3,500.00 in 1813 for the building in which the congregation wor-
shipped and made a deed to the Vestry for it. 1In recognition of
his generosity, the Vestry set apart a pew for Daniel McLean and
his descendants, to be held rent free.37

St. Paul's Church on Fairfax Street was dedicated by Bishop

John Thomas Claggett of Maryland in 1810. The story is told
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that Claggett's voice and physical stature were both so extra-
ordinary that a young lady was completely convulsed at the ded-
ication service and had to be taken from the church.38

The members of St. Paul's occupied the building on Fairfax
Street until 1817, when another building was erected on a new
location, and Daniel McLean again gave some property for this
purpose. The architect for the new St. Paul's was Benjamin
Latrobe of Baltimore, who patterned the interior after Saint
James Church in London, designed by Sir Christopher Wren. The
cornerstone was laid by the Washington Lodge of Masons on June 21,
1817. During the Civil War, St. Paul's was converted into a Fed-
eral hospital and the Rector, the Rev. G. H. Norton, became a
Chaplain in the Confederate Army.39

As he approached the end of his life, Daniel McLean did not
forget St. Paul's. He bequeathed his pew '"to my two oldest
daughters to be held by them as long as they continue bona fide
members of the congregation of said church, and in default thereof,
to descend to the next two oldest on the same condition."

At that time, it was not unusual for men to express pious
religious sentiments in their wills. Daniel McLean followed this
custom and said, '"Above all I commend my soul to my Creator and
Redeemer, depending on his infinite mercy through Jesus Christ
our Lord for the pardon of all my sins and infirmities and for
acceptance with him in the day of judgment.' He was a devout
man, and was devoted to the Church, and the sentiments he ex-

pressed were sincere. However, he did not lay aside the thrift-

iness which had characterized his life, and requested that his

15



funeral might '"be conducted in a plain manner, without parade
or unnecessary expense."

Mrs. Lucretia Hodgkinson McLean, the mother of Wilmer, died
on September 8, 1821, of yellow fever, which was a widespread
scourge in Alexandria during the first half of the nineteenth
century. In the single year of 1803, over two hundred Alexan-
drians died from this malady.40

Mrs. McLean was a woman with a strong moral character and
a devout religious temperament, who left an indelible impression
upon the lives of her children. A modest, unassuming person,
she devoted her time chiefly to her large family of children and
to St. Paul's Episcopal Church.

Mrs. McLean loved flowers. Jcsephine Cleary Wimsatt said
that her grandmother was noted for the beautiful flowers which
grew in her garden at Alexandria and surrounded her home.41

She was buried in the cemetery of her beloved St. Paul's
Church, and the inscription on her tombstone reads: '"Sacred
to the memory of LUCRETIA, Consort of Daniel McClean who departed
this 1life on 8th Sept., 1821 in the 46th year. As a wife, a
mother § a friend she was affectionate, sincere § faithful. The
virtue which adorned her 1life sprung from Christian Faith of
which she was a meek § a bright example, and of which she now
enjoys her reward in Heaven. Blessed are the pure in heart for
they shall see God. Matt., 5:8."

Only nineteen months prior to Mrs. McLean's death, Mr. and

Mrs. McLean had buried their youngest child. These deaths were
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a severe blow to Daniel McLean, and seemed to rob him of his
desire to live, and, a short time after his wife's death, he
wrote his will and stated that he wished to be "interred by the
side of my dear, departed wife." A year and a half later, on
February 18, 1823, at the age of fifty-two, he followed his wife
to the grave. The brief inscription on his tombstone in the St.
Paul's Cemetery refers to him as "for many years an active and
enterprising citizen of Alexandria."

As compiled from various sources,42 the following informa-
tion is available about the children of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel McLean.

Bethannath (November 25, 1795 - August 15, 1798), the first-
born child, died in early childhood and was buried in the cemetery
of Christ Episcopal Church in Alexandria. Before St. Paul's Church
was organized, the McLeans were members of Christ Church, where
Daniel McLean is reported to have been a vestryman. When Federal
troops occupied Alexandria during the Civil War, they hitched
some of their horses in the cemetery of Christ Church, and one
of the steeds is said to have kicked off the head of the cherub
which adorned the grave of Bethannath.

Samuel (September 12, 1797 - March 19, 1881) was twice mar-
ried. His first wife was Susan Smoot (August 23, 1803 - September
11, 1852), born in Alexandria and married there to Samuel McLean
on June 2, 1820. She died in Galena, Illinois, where General
U.S. Grant made his home just before the Civil War. It is quite
possible that Grant first became acquainted with the McLean family

name at Galena, and that it had a familiar sound to him when he
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held his historic conference with Lee at the McLean House in
Appomattox on April 9, 1865.

Samuel and Susan Smoot McLean were the parents of Alice
Lawrason, Lucretia Hodgkinson, Alexandria Kerr, and Virginia
McLean. Alice Lawrason McLean married Frederick Stahl on Decem-
ber 1, 1839, and one of their great-granddaughters is Mrs. J.G.
Barthell, Wilmette, Illinois, who provided a large amount of
family data for this study.

Samuel McLean's second wife was Maria (Williams) Johnston
of Louisiana, and they were the parents of two daughters, Lillie
and Eliza, and one son, Archie.

Eliza (July 1, 1800 - ? ) married Lawrence G. Alexander of
Effingham, Virginia, who was killed at New Orleans by a locomo-
tive. She died without issue.

Lucretia (September 18, 1802-July 17, 1881) married James
D. Kerr, a native of Halifax, Nova Scotia, on September 25, 1823.
They were the parents of a number of children.

Daniel Hodgkinson (May 19, 1805-September 12, 1828) suffered
from a physical infirmity which prevented him from engaging in
any gainful employment. He never married, and died in Effingham,
Virginia.

Catherine (January 19, 1807-July 30, 1859) married Howson
Hooe and lived at '"Longwood'" in Fauquier County. Howson Hooe,

a farmer, was the cousin of Mrs. Virginia Hooe Mason, who mar-
ried Wilmer McLean. Howson and Catherine McLean Hooe were the

parents of eight children.
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Hannah Agnes (January 24, 1810-February 23, 1886) married
William Cleary of Occaquan, Virginia. Cleary was the son of
Michael Cleary, who came to America as a young man from Tipperary,
Ireland, and settled at Occaquan, Virginia. Hannah had a beauti-
ful voice and used to sing in St. Paul's Church in Alexandria.

She was the mother of ten children. One of her great-grandsons
is Prof. W. K. Wimsatt of Yale University, who provided a copy

of Josephine Cleary Wimsatt's Recollections for use in this

study.

Anthony (February 14, 1812-May 20, 1893)43 married Sarah
Mackason (July 22, 1814-February 15, 1875), who was the grand-
daughter of Bethannath Hodgkinson by his second wife. They were
the parents of three children.

Wilmer (May 3, 1814-June 5, 1882) married Mrs. Virginia
Hooe Mason of Prince William County. Wilmer McLean and Virginia
Hooe (Mason) McLean were the parents of one son and three daugh-
ters.

Douglas (February 3, 1815-September 16, 1837) never married
and died in New Orleans of yellow fever. The inscription on his
tombstone in St. Paul's cemetery states that he died "in the 22nd
year of his age." This indicates that the statement in various
family records that he was born on February 3, 1816, is an error.

Annie (December 22, 1815-April 4, 1853) apparently never
married. Although Anthony Mclean did not include any informa-
tion about her in his reminiscences, his only daughter was named

Annie.
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Mary Jane (October 3, 1818-November 25, 1819) was the
youngest child and died soon after her first birthday.

The close relationship that existed between Mr. and Mrs.
Daniel McLean and their relatives is illustrated by the names
which were given to the McLean children.

Bethannath was named after his maternal grandfather, Beth-
annath Hodgkinson.

Catherine was named after her maternal grandmother, Cath-
erine Zimmerman Hodgkinson.

Eliza was named after her maternal aunt, Elizabeth Hodgkinson.

Anthony was named after his maternal uncle, Anthony Hodgkinson.

Hannah was named after her paternal aunt, Hannah McLean.

Daniel Hodgkinson was named after his father and mother,
Daniel and Lucretia Hodgkinson McLean.

Lucretia was named after her mother, Lucretia Hodgkinson
McLean.

Annie was named after her maternal aunt, Anne Hodgkinson,
the daughter of Bethannath Hodgkinson and his second wife, Mary
(Bunting) Wright Hodgkinson.

Mary Jane was named after her maternal grandfather's second
wife, Mary (Bunting) Wright Hodgkinson.

Douglas was named after Jacob Douglas, who married Mary
Guthrie, the first cousin of the McLean children.

All except the names of Samuel and Wilmer McLean appear
among some of the known relatives and in-laws of the McLean

family. Since Mr. and Mrs. Daniel McLean customarily named
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their children after some of their kinsfolk, it is likely that
the names of Samuel and Wilmer were derived from the same source,
perhaps from some of the McLeans in New Jersey.44 Most of the
names of the McLean children came from the Hodgkinson side of

the family, but neither Samuel nor Wilmer seems to have been a
popular name among the Hodgkinsons and their descendants.

Most of the McLeans took pride in their family history and
liked to recall the names of their relatives who had rendered
any special service to their country or who had been associated,
even in some minor way, with famous individuals.

Anthony McLean recounted the family tradition that Beth-
annath Hodgkinson rode in the same carriage with Lafayette at
Philadelphia in 1825. He mentioned that Samuel McLean, his
older brother, served as an American consul in Cuba, and that
one of his cousins married William Brent, Jr., who was Charge
d'Affaires at Buenos Aires and resided in Argentina for several
years. He recalled that two of his great uncles were sea cap-
tains and sailed to the Far East, where they traded with India
and China, and one of them was supposed to be '"the first man
who raised the American flag in those waters.'" He said that his
paternal uncle was Captain John Somers, who was related to Lieu-
tenant Richard Somers of the United States Navy who helped to

blow up the Frigate Philadelphia in the harbor at Tripoli. How-

ever, he merely mentioned the name of Wilmer McLean and seemed
to think that his brother's chief distinction was that he mar-

ried Mrs. Virginia Hooe Mason, the daughter of Col. John Hooe
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of "Locust Grove'". Anthony was too close to the Civil War to
realize that Wilmer's connection with the surrender at Appo-
mattox Court House would make him the most famous member of
the McLean family.

A good many years later, in 1926, a niece of Wilmer McLean
wrote her recollections. She took pride in recalling the tra-
dition that Bethannath Hodgkinson crossed the Delaware with
George Washington. She was pleased to say that Daniel McLean
was once a vestryman at Christ Church in Alexandria, where
Washington attended church for many years. Then she went on
to say that '"the First Battle of Manassas ... was fought on
the farm of my Uncle Wilmer McLean, my mother's brother.

It was in his parlor that General Lee, four years later, sur-
rendered to General Grant at the close of the Civil War."
Josephine Cleary Wimsatt was able to see that the name of
Wilmer McLean had become immortal because of his association

with two famous men.
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BOYHOOD LIFE AND EDUCATION

When Wilmer McLean was born on May 3, 1814, Alexandria
County was a part of the District of Columbia. Therefore his
birthplace was actually in the District of Columbia rather
than in Alexandria, Virginia.

Before he was nine years old, Wilmer had the misfortune
to lose his father and mother and become an orphan. According
to the stipulations in Daniel McLean's will, the younger McLean
children could not receive their share of their father's estate
until they reached legal age, and the responsibility for their
upbringing and education rested on some of their close relatives.

Those who undertook this task included Mr. and Mrs. James
D. Kerr, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Douglas, Captain and Mrs. Anthony
Hodgkinson, Mrs. John P. Guthrie, and perhaps others.

Both James D. Kerr and Jacob Douglas were mentioned in
Daniel McLean's will and both married into the McLean family.
Kerr, a native of Halifax, Nova Scotia, was the husband of
Lucretia McLean, an older sister of Wilmer. Douglas, a native
of Northern Ireland, married Mary Guthrie, Wilmer's first cousin.

Captain Anthony Hodgkinson was one of the witnesses to
Daniel McLean's will, and was Wilmer's maternal uncle. He was
born in New Jersey in 1785 and died at Alexandria on June 19,
1827. He married Phoebe Albertson, a meber of a New Jersey

Quaker family, and was the father of five children.
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Mrs. John P. Guthrie, the former Elizabeth Hodgkinson, was
the widow of Captain John P. Guthrie and was Wilmer's maternal
aunt. Before her marriage she made her home with the McLeans
in Alexandria, and the McLean children must have regarded her as
a second mother. At the time of Daniel McLean's death, she was
thirty-eight years of age. She was the mother of Mary Guthrie,
the wife of Jacob Douglas.

In the Alexandria census of 1799, a man by the name of

45 He had

Archibald McLean was listed as a school teacher.
evidently been living in Alexandria for some little time, be-
cause he advertised a three-story brick house for sale in the

Alexandria Advertiser on April 14, 1797. Although it is not

‘known whether there was any blood relationship between Daniel
and Archibald McLean, Wilmer and the other McLeah children might
have received some of their early instruction under the tutelage
of this man, who seems to have been a very capable schoolmaster.
The best-known school in Alexandria during Wilmer's boyhood
was the Alexandria Academy, conducted in a one-story brick house
on the east side of Washington Street, between Duke and Wolfe
streets. It was established in the latter part of the eighteenth
century, and after January, 1821, when Wilmer was first starting
to school, was made free to all Alexandria boys. An Irishman by
the name of William B. Leary was the respected instructor.46

Another school was conducted in Alexandria by Benjamin Hal-

lowell, a young Quaker schoolmaster from Pennsylvania, who became
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a renowned teacher. Born in 1799, he opened a school for boys

in 1824 on the northeast corner of Oronoco and Washington streets,
and in 1826 moved it to 220 North Washington Street, into what is
now known as the Lloyd House.47

One of Hallowell's famous pupils was Robert E. Lee, who
attended the Hallowell school for a few months just before he
left for the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, receiving
special instruction in mathematics.48

The students in Hallowell's school had to pay for their
instruction, while the tuition at the Alexandria Academy was
free. When he first opened his school, it is reported that
Hallowell had very few pupils, but students eventually came
to him from many states in the Union. The 1850 U.S. Census
lists the names of students in "Hallowell's Boarding School"
from the District of Columbia, Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania,
New York, New Jersey, Massachusetts, Alabama, Louisiana, and
Missouri. Even then, however, his occupation was given as both
farmer and teacher.

It is safe to presume that most of Wilmer's formal educa-
tion was received at the Alexandria Academy rather than at the
Hallowell school. Benjamin Hallowell published an autobiog-
raphy in which he included the names of all of his pupils in
1825, but he did not mention any student named McLean.49 Also,
while Hallowell first opened the doors of his school in 1824, no
pupils actually attended until 1825, and by that time Wilmer was

eleven years of age.
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The course of study at the Alexandria Academy was quite
thorough, with stress being placed upon mathematics and the
classics. While Robert E. Lee was a student there, he studied
algebra and geometry; Homer and Longinus in Greek; Tacitus and
Cicero in Latin.50

Lee was only seven years older than Wilmer McLean, and it
is more than likely that they both pursued the same course of
study. In fact, it appears that they were both enrolled at
the Alexandria Academy at the same time. Since Lee was com-
pleting his course of study about the time that McLean was
beginning his, they would not have been school-mates for more
than two or three years and would not have had any close per-
sonal relationship.

In addition to his study of mathematics and the Latin and
Greek classics, one of the basic elements in Wilmer McLean's
education was thorough training in the art of penmanship. At
that time, much emphasis was placed upon writing. There is a
discussion of several methods of teaching writing in the auto-
biography of Benjamin Hallowell, and he expresses his admiration
for Benjamin Eakins, a writing teacher who taught his pupils to
write with speed, ease, and grace.s1

All of McLean's letters show that he was an accomplished
penman. His handwriting contains many flourishes, which could
not have been made except by a well-practiced hand, and the
individual letters are all well-made, uniform, and carefully

spaced. His penmanship was beautiful and very impressive.
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Although the language in his letters seems somewhat stilted
to the modern reader, the letters which have been preserved were
written to two generals and to the President of the United States.
He would naturally be more formal when addressing such distin-
guished men, and yet he was able to express himself in a clear
and concise manner. The words he employed reveal that he had an
excellent vocabulary, while his use of the word "unfeigned'" seems
to reflect the language of the Book of Common Prayer, with which
he was very familiar.

There is a letter in the National Archives which refers to
McLean's ability and this presumably ‘includes his education. John
S. Mosby wrote to President U. S. Grant on August 19, 1876, urging
him to "order our friend Major McLean to be appointed .in the Treas-
ury.'" He stated that McLean was ''perfectly competent'" to fill the
position he was seeking, a job in the Treasury Mailing Room.52

There is a tradition in the McLean family that Wilmer had an
excellent education, and this tradition seems to be fully justi-
fied. Judging by the positions which they filled, Samuel and
Anthony, the other two sons of Daniel McLean who lived a normal
life expectancy, were likewise well-educated men.

Samuel McLean served for a number of years as an American
consul in Cuba, being in charge of Cienfuegas and Trinidad de
Cuba. His letters of recommendation in the National Archives
highly praise his education, business ability, and diplomatic

skill.
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A letter to James Buchanan, then U. S. Secretary of State,
from George W. Riggs refers to him as a '"gentleman of education."53
Riggs, a prominent banker of Washington, D. C., told H. S. Legare
that "Mr. McLean's business talents are such as to make him very
competent to fill with credit to himself the office for which he
is an applicant." Another letter from Riggs to John M. Clayton
mentions McLean's "appointment to the Consulate by Mr. Webster."
This was Daniel Webster, with whom Samuel McLean corresponded in
regard to the expenses he incurred going to Cuba.

Several American merchants in Trinidad de Cuba urged Samuel
McLean to apply for the American consulate at that port on April
Zi, 1843, and twenty American citizens in Cuba later addressed a
petition to President Zachary Taylor requesting that McLean be
continued as American consul at Trinidad de Cuba. They spoke of
his "high sense of honor" and his "knowledge of the Spanish char-
acter." In 1853, thirteen citizens of Baltimore sent a petition
to President Franklin Pierce asking that McLean be reappointed
as consul at Trinidad de Cuba.

Samuel McLean wrote President Franklin Pierce on June 13,
1853, to apply for the consulate at Trinidad de Cuba. His letter
is a beautiful specimen of penmanship and has the same charac-
teristics as the handwriting of Wilmer McLean, except that Wilmer
always used a heavier pen.

The material in the National Archives indicates that Samuel

McLean was favorably known by James Buchanan, Zachary Taylor,
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Franklin Pierce, Daniel Webster, and other high officials of the
United States Government, and that he was held in esteem by many
prominent merchants and bankers in the United States and Cuba.

One of the nieces of Anthony McLean said, '"Uncle Anthony
was a highly educated gentleman, very well informed and an inter-
esting talker. He was very proud of his Scotch ancestry, and for
many years he had been collecting data bearing on the McLean family,
from as far back in history as he could find traces of his clan.”54

The 1850 U.S. Census listed Anthony's occupation as ''Service
U. S. Gov." During the Civil War, he worked a short while as a
clerk in the Confederate Quartermaster's Office at Manassas and
later served as the auditor of the Orange and Alexandria Rail Road.55

The specimens of Anthony's handwriting that have been pre-
served show that he was trained in the same style of penmanship
that was employed by Samuel and Wilmer. Anthony was a studious,
scholarly, and devout man, who served as a Junior Warden and later
as a Trustee of St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Alexandria.

Since there was very little difference in the ages of Anthony
and Wilmer, both were evidently brought up under the same condi-
tions and were offered the same educational advantages. If Anthony
deserved to be called "a highly educated gentleman', the same could
be said of Wilmer, his younger brother.

Although Wilmer became an orphan at the age of eight, his

school experiences in Alexandria appear to have been similar to

that of any normal boy. His lessons in mathematics, grammar,
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spelling, and penmanship probably impressed him more than his
courses in Latin and Greek, and yet he was a diligent student
and came out of school imbued with the idea that he should do
his best to make a success in life.

Wilmer was ten years old in the fall of 1824, and must have
remembered the visit of Lafayette to Alexandria on October 16 of
that year. It was a grand occasion, when all the school children
had a holiday.56

In January, 1827, there occurred what Alexandrians have
always called the '"great fire". This conflagration destroyed
fifty-three houses before it was finally brought under control.57

As a whole, Wilmer's school days seem to have moved along

peacefully and quietly, without being disturbed by very many

unusual or spectacular events.
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BUSINESS MAN AND MILITIA OFFICER

After he completed his course of study at the Alexandria
Academy, McLean found it relatively easy to choose the occupa-
tion he would follow. His father, Daniel McLean, had been one
of Alexandria's leading business men, and although Daniel was
no longer living, his many friends were ready to encourage one
of his sons to follow a mercantile career in Alexandria.

The other alternative seems to have been a job in government
service. Before the Civil War, Wilmer's two older brothers, Sam-
uel and Anthony, were both in the employ of the United States Gov-
ernment, and after the war, Wilmer himself was a United States
Government employee for six and a half years.

As a young man, he was attracted to the grocery business,
which was one of Alexandria's leading enterprises. In addition
to the requirements of the people in Alexandria, a large amount
of grocery business was created by the ships which regularly called
at the port of Alexandria, and made the import and export of food-
stuffs a very profitable 1ine.58

McLean decided to enter the wholesale and retail grocery
field.59 While this business required a considerable investment,
this problem was virtually solved when he reached the age of twenty-
one and became eligible to receive his share of his father's estate,
which had been held in trust for him for more than twelve years.

He was associated with the grocery firm of Kerr and McLean.
James D. Kerr, who married Lucretia McLean, and who was mentioned
in Daniel McLean's will, was apparently the Kerr member of this

firm.
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Wilmer's excellent training in mathematics and penmanship
enabled him to handle the records and correspondence of the Kerr
and McLean company in a capable manner.60 His friends reported
that he was industrious and a man of sober habits.61

However, it appears that he did not inherit the outstanding
business talents of his father, and Alice Barbara Stahl, one of
his great nieces, said that he was a well-educated but "impractical"

man.62

His beautiful penmanship indicates that he had an artistic
temperament and was perhaps better suited for intellectual pur-
suits than for the rugged competition of the business world.

McLean's firm is said to have been quite successful, but
most of the business firms in Alexandria in the 1830's and 1840's
did not enjoy a spectacular growth. Alexandria had a population
of 7,227 in 1810 and 8,795 in 1850, which was an increase of only
1,568 people in a period of forty years.

Alexandria's growth was hindered during this period, according
to one historian, by the departure of many of her young men for the
new lands which the government was opening up in the west.63

Since McLean apparently imported large quantities of sugar
into the Confederacy during the Civil War, he could easily have
been a sugar importer while he was a wholesale grocer in Alexan-
dria. A detailed examination of the voluminous records of the

port of Alexandria in the National Archives would probably reveal

that he had some experience in importing sugar before the war.
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While he was a merchant, McLean gained valuable knowledge
about the business world, and his contacts with various commission
houses, jobbers, and shippers in Alexandria, Washington, Richmond
and other points made him widely acquainted with a number of mer-
chants, bankers, and business men.

Along with all the other men in Alexandria, McLean would have
been a member of the militia. In those days, every locality of
sufficient size had one or more militia companies, because all
males between eighteen and forty-five were required to be enrolled
in the militia.64

Militia duties were by no means burdensome. Members of the
Alexandria militia were expected to attend the annual regimental
musters and to participate in public functions such as the corner-
stone-laying ceremony at the Washington Monument on July 4, 1848,
and the inaugural parade of President Taylor on March 5, 1849.65

It was considered an honor to be an officer in the militia

and McLean presumably held the rank of '"Major'". In the manuscript

version of his Military Memoirs of a Confederate, E. P. Alexander
66

said that McLean '"had the title of Major." John S. Mosby referred

67

to him as '"Major McLean" in a letter to President U.S. Grant. The

noted Civil War historian, D. S. Freeman, refers to ''Maj. Wilmer

McLean”,68 as does The Oxford Companion to American History.69

Some references indicate that McLean was a member of the Con-
federate Army, but all of his work for the Confederacy was done as
a civilian. The Confederate records about him in the National

Archives are in the civilian file.
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The world might never have heard of him except for the death
of John Seddon Mason, M. D., on June 24, 1850. Mason left a wife
and three little girls, and two and a half years later McLean mar-
ried Mrs. Mason. This was destined to bring about a revolutionary
change in his life and connect his name with one of the greatest

events in American history.
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Wilmer Mclean
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MARRIAGE AND LIFE AT "YORKSHIRE"

When Wilmer McLean won the hand of Mrs. Virginia Beverley
Hooe Mason, he was joined in wedlock with a member of a very
prominent and wealthy Virginia family.

On the Beverley side, Mrs. Mason was a descendant of a
famous eighteenth-century sea captain, Captain Harry Beverley.70
As previously noted, McLean also had a number of relatives who
were sea captains.

Members of the Hooe family were large landowners in Fauquier

71 Before the Civil

County as far back as the eighteenth century.
War, Howson Hooe, a first cousin of Mrs. Virginia Hooe Mason, was
the owner of the '"Longwood'" plantation in Fauquier County, where
he lived with his wife, Catherine, who was the sister of Wilmer
McLean.72

One of the oldest mercantile establishments in Alexandria
was the firm of Hooe and Harrison, a company which handled an

amazing variety of products, as is evident from an advertisement

in The Virginia Journal and Alexandria Advertiser on February 5,

1784.

Robert Townshend Hooe became the mayor of Alexandria in 1780,
and had seven buildings insured for $23,500.00, the largest amount
of insurance carried by anyone in Alexandria.73

A mah named John Hooe, not to be confused with the father of
Mrs. Virginia Hooe Mason, built a home in Alexandria in 1793 which
has been called '"one of Alexandria's finest houses." It is still

standing today.74
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Mrs. Virginia Hooe Mason's great-grandfather was Bernard Hooe,
who did business with British mercantile firms prior to the American
Revolution. A dispute arose about one of his accounts, and the bill
was left unpaid, but the notation was made on the company's ledger
that Bernard Hooe was ''always able to pay." He was certainly a man
of means.75

Her grandfather was Bernard Hooe, Jr. In 1800, he purchased
145 acres of land from Colonel Thomas Blackburn, which later became
part of the "Yorkshire'" estate, where the McLeans lived after their
marriage.76

Her father was John Hooe, a highly respected citizen of Prince
William County. Anthony McLean called special attention in his

"Reminiscences'" to the fact that the father of Mrs. Wilmer McLean

was Colonel John Hooe of '"Locust Grove'.

Colonel John Hooe was born on January 1, 1795, and was the son
of Bernard Hooe, Jr., and Mary Syms (Chichester) Hooe. He married
Maria Martha Gaines Beverley (April 28, 1797-September 12, 1834),
the daughter of Robert Gaines Beverley and Elizabeth Lightfoot
Buckner, their marriage license bearing the date May 15, 1817.

John Hooe died at "Yorkshire' on September 17, 1845.77

Mrs. Virginia Beverley Hooe Mason was born on May 28, 1818.
Her first husband was Dr. John Seddon Mason, a Virginian, who ob-
tained his medical degree at the University of Maryland in 1836.78
He was the son of Enoch and Lucy Mason and married Virginia Beverley
Hooe on November 12, 1839. He died on June 24, 1850. Dr. and Mrs.

Mason made their home in Fairfax County.79
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Three daughters were born to Dr. and Mrs. Mason. Maria Beverley
Mason was born about 1844, and Osceola ('""Ocie'") Seddonia Mason was
born November 5, 1845. Both of these girls lived with the Wilmer
McLeans at Manassas and Appomattox Court House. E. P. Alexander, a
Confederate officer, saw them at Manassas in 1861 and describ<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>