18, RESNURCE PRESERVATION,--To protect fragile natural resounrces,
the foLLowing Limits have been placed on the number of vehicles
allowed Lin the off-road zones at any one time: (1) For MARYLAND--
145 vehicles and (2) 4in VIRGINIA--42 vehicles. When use heaches
this Limit in eithen State, access L5 nestnicted until the beach
becomes Less crowded. (Past experience has shown that overuse
occws mainly on summen weekends and holidays).
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OFF-RNAD ZONE EMERGENCIES

Telephones (for use with credit cards orn collect calls) are Located
in the MARYLAND off-road zone at the south end 0§ the Big Fox Levels,
at a point near the house at the nonth end of the Big Fox Levels, and
at the self-contained area at the §ifth dune crossing. Public pay
phones in MARYLAND are Located in the Nonth Beach develLoped area.
VIRGINTA pay phones are Located in the Toms Cove developed area and
hefuge visiton contact station. Many members of the Assateague
Mobite Sportfishermen's Association (AMSA) moniton channel 13 of
thein CB nadios., National Park Service Rangers and Fish & Wildlife
Senvdice patrofmen do not monitor CB channels. Channel nine 44 the
official channel for citizen band emergency broadcast.
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OPERATION
OF

AMSA {5 a Local spontsmen's association which was formed o promote
the camaradernie of surf-f§ishing via oversand vehicles, The License
plates which you see are issued by the association to memberns; these
plates are not part of the seashore oversand vehicle permit system
and members of AMSA receive no special privileges.

OVERSAND VEHICLES

ON
ASSATEAGUE TSLAND NATIONAL SEASHORE
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SHOREBIRD NESTING STUDY

The Chincoteague National Wildeife Refuge 48 conducting a study on
the habitat destruction and predation on the beach nesting species
of shonebinds, The study will be conducted throughout the shore-
bind nesting season, March - July, and will require that certain
portions of the public recreation area in VIRGINIA be closed.

These closed areas are bind nesting sites. They are closed to pre-
vent human activity from strnessing the nesting birnds; a strnessed
bird may Leave its eggs and young which could then die of exposure

TOMS COVE

1 NATTONAL PARK SERVICE U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Zo heat. We need your cooperation. Please do not enten the clLosed ASSATEAGUE TSLAND NATTONAL SEASHORE CHINCOTEAGUE NATIONAL WILDLIFE
nesting areas. Fon further infornmation contact the Refuge BiofogisZ, ROUTE 2, BOX 294 REFUGE, P.0. BOX 62
Chincoteague National WildLife Refuge. (804) 336-6122, BERLIN, MD. 21811 CHINCOTEAGUE, VA. 23336

Fishing Pt.
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RULES OF THE ROAD FOR OVERSAND VEHICLES

Area negulations prohibit the operation of motor vehicles outside
0f established noads, parking areas, on designated routes of travel.
Access to porntions of the seashore beyond the surfaced roadway is
Limited to vehicles which are capable of traveling over sand.

Motorcycles ane not permitted in the noadless sections of the sea-
shore on on any portion of a beach oceamward of the primary dunes.
Forn the purposes of this section, a motorcycle is defined as every
moton vehicle having a seat for the use 0§ the nider and designed
to travel on not monre than three wheels in contact with the ground.

Formen property owners with retained nights in Maryland will be
given heasonable access to thein holdings but must travel only
over desdgnated noads orn marked sand routes.

The following nules of the noad apply to oversand vehicles. Con-
vzc,twn may nesult in a fine and Loss of the permit to use the sea-
shone.

1, LICENSE AND PERMITS REQUIRED,--Oversand vehicles must bear a
valid State License plate and be properly registered to operate
ovmhpubac highways before enterning the off-road zones of the
seashonre.

Operatons of oversand vehicles must possess a valid State drivern's
License. 1t 48 {LLegal to allow an unlicensed operatorn to drive
your vehicle on the seashore. Both drivern's License and evidence
0f negistny must be displayed upon hequest,

A seashore oversand permit must also be purchased before entering
the off-noad zones. Permits are available on an annual basis only
and are valdd from Apnil 15 of each year. The cunrent cost is $15
and the permit is valid in both Maryland and Virginia. A 7 day penr-
mit is available for $10.

An oversand perumdit 48 not transferable and shall be carried by

the operaton of the vehicle for which it has been issued. Operatons
without a permit will be subject to prosecution.

2, EQUIPMENT REQUIRED,--Before issuing an oversand permit, a vehicle
be checked for proper equipment. Oversand vehicles must carry

a jack, shovel, Zow rope or chain (minimum pulling strength recommended-

6,000 £bs.), board on similar support fon the jack, and Low-pressure

tine gauge at afl times when thaveling in the off§-road zones. Minimum

shovel accepted is the militany trenching type. A Long rope, strap,

on chain and a standand size shovel are recommended.

3, LIMITATIONS ON VEHICLES IN THE OFF-ROAD ZONES--

Per unit
Maximum vehicfe Length---===-=====mmmmmmmoo oo 7% 4L,
Maximum vehicle Width---=--===========cccmmmoo__. § 4t.
Minimum vehicle ground cleanance----------------=-cccocoooooooo 7 4in.
Gross vehicle welght rating may not exceed---------------- 10,000 £b.
Maximum numbeit 0f @xXBes == ===~ === === 2
Maximum number of wheels [(per axfe)--=-=========com-mmmomma oo 2

4, TIRES,--0n two-wheel-drive vehicles, in addition to the s4ix items
Listed immediately above: Minimum width of tire tread contact on
sand {5 & in. each wheel, Tires with regular mud-snow grip tread
are not acceptable,

On four-wheel-drive vehicles, there are no tire size or design re-
strictions; however, tines with smooth tread design and good sidewall
fLexibility are necommended, Many operatorns reduce air pressure 2o
15 2bs. on Less to provide more sunface contact with sand. Aln pumps
are provided at no charge., They are Located nean the entrance to the
oversand zones in Maryland and Virginia.

5. WHERE OVERSAND VEHICLES MAY BE OPERATED,--Use <in MARYLAND is re-
sinicted o a portion of the beach and de/s&gna/ted routes bayward of

the primany dune in MARYLAND. These houtes are marked by the posting
0f s4igns on cable and are shown on a map which is available on request.
The oversand zone in MARYLAND extends grom the end of the paved noad
Zto the MD,/VA, State Line, a distance of 12 miles. In VIRGINIA, use
is nestrnicted to the 3 southern-most miles of beach on Toms Cove Hook.

Keep off of sand dunes except at posted crossings.

Retained property nights in MARYLAND are protected by Law and must
be nespected, Do not enter roadways posted "Authorized Vehicles
O”/Cy."

6, SPEED,--Speed on any beach on designated oversand route may not
exceed 25 miles per hour. When approaching or passing within 100 feet
0§ a pedestrian or person on honseback, neduce speed to 15 miles pen
houn.

7. RIGHT-OF-WAY,--Pedestrians on horseback rniders always have the
ugh,t-oﬁ way.,

8, PASSING RULE,--When two vehicles approach §rom opposite directions
in the same track, both operatons must sLow down and the operaton with
the ocean on his night should yield the thack to allow the other vehicle
2o pass.

9, PASSENGER RULE.--Do not nide on the fender, hood, noof, orn tailgate
on in any other position outside of a moving vehicle. Vehicles may
not be used to ftow persons on any recreational device over sand or in
the airn on waten.,

10, PARKING RULE,--Never park on a beach or oversand route s0 as to
intenfere with the §Low of traffic.

11, OVERNIGHT PARKING IN MARYLAND,--Oversand nigs may park on a beach

overrnight provided one member of each party s f§iihing at all times.
12, OVERNIGHT PARKING IN VIRGINIA,--The Chincoteaque National Wildl:fe

Reguge 48 closed Zo general public access grom 10 p.m. until 4 a.m.

daily. Fishewmen who obtain a special overnight beach f§ishing permii

may park on the beach duning this period provided cverycne remains
actively engaged in §ishing. During winten the refuge 1s subject Lo
increased howns of mgh& cLosure.

13, CAPING RULE,--Steeping on a beach {4 prohibited at alf times. In
MARVLAND camping by use of self-contained vehicle is nestricted to de-
ugna,ted Locations only. Special regulations on the use of selg-conzaincd
vehicles ane posted at each Location forn the benefit of userns, and copies
may be obtained from the office of the Superintendent at nequest. Kefen
to the section undern self-contained vehicles to see Lf yowrs qualifies.

14, USE AND QUALIFICATIONS OF TRAILERS AND SELF-CONTAINED VEHICLES,--

Towed thavel trailens or sel§-propelled camping vehicles must be
equipped with a toilet and perm nently installed waste storage tank
capable of holding 7 days volume of material for alf occupants begore
they can nemain overnight in the off-road zone at designated self-
contained camping areas in MARYLAND, Towed travel trailers are not
allowed in the VIRGINIA off-road zone non may they be parked on the
beachface in the MARYLAND zone.

15, SANITATION,--Litter of any sont must be disposed of at established
Litten collection stations on nemoved grom the area. Such materials
may not be buried. Self-contained vehicles must use a designated
sanitany dump station. Liquid wastes, such as dishwater orn sink
drainage, must be deposited in a holding tank orn a dug seepage hole
while using the self-contained area Lin MARYLAND, Such holes shatl

be covered on departing from the area. Ground discharge and drainage
0f such waste is prohibited elsewhere in the seashore.

16, DOGS, CATS, AND OTHER PFTS,--Pets are prohibited in MARYLAND
unbess they are caged, crated, orn on a Leash at alf times. They

may not be released to hun 17.006@ on exencise at any time. ALL pets
are prohibited grom enterning any porntion of the ChincoZeague
National Wildlife Refuge, therefore they are prohibited grom all
portions of the isfand Lin VIRGINIA.

]_7 REPORTING ACCIDENTS,--Every acedident involving property damage,
injury, or death must be neported Zo the nearest seashore official

as quickly as possible. When several vehiclLes ane {nvolved, all
operatons must stop, nendern aid, and exchange vital Lngolzmauon
needed to comply with State Laws governing financial nesponsibility
and accldent heporting.



