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l . STATE Virginia 
COUNTY Accomack 
TOWN X 
STREET NO. X 

VICINITY 10 miles NE 
of Chincoteague 

ORIGINAL OWNER u.s. Treasury Dept. 
ORIGINAL USE Life-Saving Station 
PRESENT OWN ERU. s. National Park Servic 
PRESENT USE Adandoned 
WALL CONSTRUCTION wood 
NO . OF STORIES Two (Main Building) 

2. NAME 

HISTORIC AMER IC BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY 

Pope's Island Life-Saving Stati 

DA TE OR PERIOD 1878-79 
STYLE Victorian 
ARCHITECT U.S. Life-Saving Service 
BUILD ER same 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

AA 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HI STORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 0 

Among the historical resources of Assateague Island National Seashore 
are the sites of the four Life-Saving Stations, built in the period 
1875-1883. Only one of these stations has survived, and that is the one at 
Pope's Island. The boathouse and quarters, erected in 1878-79, are an 
excellent example of a life-boat station. Only a few of these structures 
have survived. The other station . buildings, the kitchen, stable, and 
storehouse (all built before 1930) complement the station and must be pre­
served. The Pope's Island Coast Guard Station was decommissioned in 1953, 
and since the storm of March 1962, the structures have deteriorated 
Unless steps are taken to stablize and restore the structures, they will 
soon disappear. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF Endangered yes 

0 

Do' 
K-rT_C_l(-f.M-1 

6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) · 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author. Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, 

Bearss, General Back round Stud an 
H!storical Base Map, NPS, 1969; Perso 

Interior poor Ex1erior poor 

7 . PHOTOGRAPH . 

· NAME, ADDRESS AND Tl TLE OF RECORDER 

Mr. Edwin c. Bearss 
Historian 

Interview1 Norman Jones with Bearss, 
ec, 13, 968. 

all Office of Archeology and Histori 
Preservation 

DATE OF RECORD Dec. 1968 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILD! NGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY 
1. STATE Virginia 

COUNTY Accomack 
TOWN X VICINITY 6 miles s of 

2. NAME Assateague Beach Coast Guard 
STREET NO. X Chincoteague Station 

ORIGINAL OWNER l:J.S. Treasury Dept. 
ORIGINAL usE coast Guard Lifeboat Sta. 
PRESENT owN ER National Park Service 
PRESENT USE Storage 
WALL CONSTRUCTION wood 
NO. OF STORIES Two (Main Building) 

DATE OR PERIOD 1922 
s TYL E Creek a.vi val 
ARCHITECT U.S. Coast Guard 
BUILD ER same 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

BBB 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC No 
The Assateague Beach Coast Guard Station was erected in 1922 to 

replace the 1875-76 structure on Toms Cove. The extension of the Toms 
Cove Hook had made the task of launching the power and surfboats from the 
old station too time-consuming. The Assateague Beach Station is a good 
example of a facility of this period located on a cove, bay or sound. This 
was opposed to a station, such as Pope's Island, located on a beach. 
During storms, in answering calls for assistance, it was frequently im­
possible for crews of beach stations to launch their surfboats through the 
breakers, while Coast Guardsmen posted at a station, such as Assateague 
Beach, could take their craft out through the comparatively calm waters 
of Toms Cove. 

This station was decommissioned on January 17, 1967, and turned over 
to the National Park Service. As the other structures, the wharf, walks, 
boathouse, tower, watertank, and garage, complement the station, they must 
be preserved. 

S. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered no 

/sT~T1, 
iowu. o o f l•:irla.N 

D <iARA61:: 
6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, <:TC. 

Bearss, General Background Study and 
Historical Base Map, NPS, 1969. 

Interior good Exterior good 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

·NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Edwin c. Bearss 
Historian 
Office of Archeology and Historic 

Personal Interview, Norman Jones and 
John Hunter with Bearss, Dec. 13, 196 

Preservation. 
Dec. 1968 

DA TE OF RECORD 
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APPENDIX D 

Land Classification 

It is the recommendation of the Office of Archeology and 

Historic Preservation that certain lands in Assateague Island 

National Seashore be designated Class VI. Lands within the Park 

recommended for designation as Class VI Lands are: 

(a) The ground on which is located the structures of the 

Assateague Beach Coast Guard Station(1922-196~ and the site of 

the Seaboard Oil and Guano Company (1912-1916)0 Using as 

reference U.S.G.S. Quadrangle, Chincoteague East, 1965, the 

boundary of the land recommended for designation as Class VI 

should begin on Toms Cove at the old boundary of the reservation, 

west of the wharf; then running south with the boundary 1,500 

feet; then on a line due east to the east boundary of the former 

Coast Guard Reservation; then northeast 2,500 feet, reaching 

Toms Cove at a point 400 feet east of the ruins of the Seaboard 

Oil and Guano Company plant; and returning to the point of 

beginning to include the cove fronting the beach to a distance 

of 200 feet. 

{b) The ground on which is located the structures of the 

Pope's Island Coast Guard Station (1878-1953)0 Using as re­

ference U.S.GoSo Quadrangle, Whittington Point, 1964, the 

boundary of the land recommended for designation as Class VI 

should begin on the Atlantic Ocean at a point 1,200 feet south 

134 
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of the Virginia-Maryland boundary; then northeast 1,600 feet 

to the Virginia line; then southwest 1,200 feet; then southeast 

1,600 feet to the Atlantic Ocean; and then northeast with the 

beach to the beginningo Included within this tract is the 

reservation of the former Pope's Island Coast Guard Station. 

(c) At Green Run Inlet there are three sites that should 

be designated Class VI Lando They are: the site of the Green 

Run Inlet Coast Guard Station (1876-1937); the Green Run Inlet 

Cemetery; and the site of Scott's Ocean House. These structures 

and cemetery are located on the Assateague Island NS Historical 

Base Map. The site of the Green Run Coast Guard Station also 

appears on u.s.G.S. Quadrangle, Whittington Point, 1964. The 

land involved would be limited and would include only the 

sites. 

(d) At North Beach there is one site that should be 

designated Class VI Lando This is the site of the North Beach 

Coast Guard Station, 1883-1952. This structure is located 

on the Assateague Island NS Historical Base Map, and its 

site also appears on U.S.G.S. Quadrangle, Tingles Island, 19640 

## 
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PLATE I 

Historical Base Map 
Assateague Island National Seashore 
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PLATE II 

North Beach Coast Guard Station, 
circa 1920, from files Assateague Island NS. 
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PLATE III 

Crew of the Pope's Island Life-Saving Station, circa 1910, from 
Norman Jones Collection. Norman Jones has identified No. 1 surfmen as . 

Daniel Birch, No. 2 surfman as William Booth, No. S surfman as Elmer Merritt, 
and No. 6 surfman as Charles c. Jones. 
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PLATE IV 

Front Elevation 0£ Pope's Island Coast Guard Station, 
circa 1925, from Norman Jones' Collection. 
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PLATE V 

West Elevation of Boathouse and Kitchen of Pope's Island Coast 
Guard Station, circa 1930, courtsey of Norman Jones. 
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PLATE VI 

Crew of Assateague Beach Life-Saving Station in Front of 
Boathouse, circa 1905, from Norman Jones Collection. 
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PLATE VII 

Assateague Light, circa 1890, 
from Norman Jones Collection. 
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PLATE VIII 

Wharf at the Seaboard Oil and Guano Company, 
circa 1915, files Assateague Island NS. 
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PLATE IX 

Oil Tanks at the Seaboard Oil and Guano Company, 
circa 1915, from files Assateague Island NS. 
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PLATE X 

Employees and Structures of Seaboard Oil and Guano Company, 
circa 1915, files Assateague Island NS. 
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PLATE XI 

Seaboard Oil and Guano Company, circa 1915, 
files Assateague Island NS. 
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PLATE XII 

Keeper's Quarters, Assateague Light, part of this structure 
built in 1833, remodeled and enlarged in 1892-93. 
Photograph circa 1915, files Assateague Island NS. 
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PLATE XIII 

Assateague Village Schoolhouse, built 1890, photograph circa 1910, 
from files Assateague Island NS. 
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