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Suffragists hike from New York
City to Washington, DC, 1913 \
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Alice Paul celebrates Nineteenth
Amendment, 1920
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“Forward through
the Darkness”

Quoted headlines are from a banner by Inez Milholland, 1911

Before August 26, 1920, millions of women in

the United States did not have the right to

vote. States could use sex as a reason to
restrict or refuse women voters because
there was no federal law to stop them.
Women’s suffragists, ingluding Alice Paul

and Alva Belmont, wanted to change this.

IDA B. WELLS
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They deployed a bold strategy, even
though it risked their freedom, health,
and safety. Their persistence led to the
Nineteenth Amendment. The Nineteenth

Amendment did not give women equal

INEZ MILHOLLAND
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rights. It did not stop discrimination .
against women of color, who were often

denied the right to vote. It did help light

the way for civil rights and equality move-

ments in the United States and the world.

7 REMEMBERING THE LADIES ~ AL Nt T A S

ALVA BELMONT (1853-1933) used
her resources and influence to
advance the women’s movement.
A long-serving NWP president,
she was key to NWP’s purchase
of the Sewall House in 1929.

ALICE PAUL (1885-1977) grew up

in a Quaker home where values of
equality and dedication to a divinely
inspired “concern” shaped her
pursuits. Paul committed her life to
the fight for women'’s equality.
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Before Ratification

Nine states (in gold) had given women full voting

rights. In the Alaska territory, white women
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could vote by 1913. On June 4, 1919, Congress
passed the Women’s Suffrage Amendment, then

sent it to the states for ratification.

Approval was needed from 36 of the 48 states.

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Belmont-Paul Women'’s Equality
National Monument
Washington, DC

Equality
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ALVA BELMONT
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ROSE WINSLOW

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Az
SR e e BT
.-E:%%g
Py N\

LD

The Suffragist, 1919

BRYN MAWR COLLEGE LIBRARY

“Silent Sentinels” at the
White House, 1917
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Woman Suffrage Procession,
Washington, DC, 1913
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Mary Winsor, 1917
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We women of America tell you
that America is not a democracy.
Twenty million women are denied

the right to vote.

ELIZABETH
CADY STANTON

SUSAN B

Alice Paul, 1917 ANTHONY

Alice Paul and the National Woman’s Party

NAWSA. The CU formed the Woman’s Party
in 1916. In 1917 they merged and formed the
National Woman’s Party (NWP). The NWP

was the world’s first women’s political party.

After the deaths of suffragists Elizabeth Cady
Stanton in 1902 and Susan B. Anthony in 1906,

ALICE PAUL the US women’s suffrage movement lacked
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focus and support. Some advocated only for

~state suffrage laws, but Alice Paul wantedto ~ Its goal was immediate passage of a federal

pass an amendment to the US Constitution. women’s suffrage amendment. With Paul’s
leadership, the NWP strategically used non-
Paul joined the National American Woman
Suffrage Association (NAWSA) and led its
Congressional Committee in Washington, DC.
To assist NAWSA and raise funds to lobby for

a federal amendment, she created the Con-

violent protests, marches, hunger strikes,
lobbying, publications, and more to advance

women’s suffrage across the nation.

Gaining attention and support through sheer
gressional Union for Woman Suffrage (CU) in  persistence, Paul and the NWP helped secure
1913. NAWSA’s leadership found her tacticsto  ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment,

be too radical, so in 1914 the CU split from giving 26 million women the right to vote.

noun 1. The right or privilege of voting.

2. The exercise of such a right. SYNONYMS:
enfranchisement, right to vote, the vote;
voice, say, choice. ANTONYMS: disenfran-
chisement. “Suffrage for women is not yet
a universal condition.”

SUL:Irage

IDA B. WELLS (1862-1931) was a
key advacate for racial equality
who eprsed violent injustices
against ll‘frican Americans. She
believediwwomen’s suffrage would
lead to flll citizenship for all
African Aimericans.
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INEZ MILHOLLAND (1886-1916)
worked closely with Alice Paul
as a leading member of the
NWP. A prominent figure in the
women'’s movement, she died in
California during an NWP speak-
ing tour for women'’s suffrage.

ROSE WINSLOW (1889-1977), born
Ruza Wenclawska, was a Polish
immigrant, US factory worker, and
trade union organizer. She joined
the NWP to campaign for women'’s
suffrage and labor rights, braving
force-feedings while in jail.

LUCY BURNS (1879-1966) met
Alice Paul in the United Kingdom
while campaigning for women'’s
suffrage. There, they learned civil
disobedience tactics. A CU and
NWP founder, Burns edited The
Suffragist from 1914-17.

LUCY BURNS
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After Ratification

Ratification

On August 18, 1920, Tennessee was Decades pass before all 48 states

'

the 36th state to ratify the ratify the amendment.
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amendment. The Nine-

teenth Amendment Connecticut, Vermont,
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I am prepared to sacrifice
every so-called privilege

I possess in order to have
a few rights.

Inez Milholland leads the Woman Suffrage
Procession, 1913.
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Inez Milholland, 1909
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The Woman Suffrage Procession marches in frontofthe Us Capitot; 19137~ — =~~~
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Inaction establishes just
as clear a record as does a
policy of open hostility.

Lucy Burns, 1913
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1 s —Nineteenth Amendment
“Night of Terror” at Virginia’s

Occoquan Workhouse. Nearly
40 guards grabbed, dragged,
chained up, punched, kicked,
pinched, choked, and beat
the suffragists until they were
unconscious.

NATIONAL WOMAN'S PARTY

The word “people” has been turned and twisted to
mean boys instead of girls, white instead of black.

New York suffrage
parade, 1915

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Mary Church Terrell, 1912

Activist Mary Church Terrell (right) said Afri-  placed in the back with student groups. Ida B.

can American women bear a “double burden”  Wells of Chicago (left) was told to march at

of race and sex. As one of few African Ameri-
cans active with NAWSA, Terrell advocated
for racial unity in the women’s suffrage move-
ment. Worried about losing support from
southern states, NAWSA let African Ameri-
cans “march if they cared to” in the March 3,

1913, Woman Suffrage Procession but limited

and controlled their presence. Terrell
Ida B. Wells (right) with the
lllinois delegation, 1913

CHICAGO TRIBUNE

marched with Howard University’s Delta
Sigma Theta (above right), the only African

American organization in the procession,

the back of the procession with the “colored
delegation.” Instead, Wells waited with spec-
tators until her state delegation passed by;
then, she stepped out and marched with the
whites of Illinois. Despite the Nineteenth
Amendment, states continued to use literacy
tests, poll taxes, and residency requirements
to disenfranchise women of color. African

American women secured their right to vote

through the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965.

Mary Church Terrell

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS; DELTA SIGMA THETA
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The Nineteenth Amendment was a Party (NWP) to take up the cause of full Paul also founded the World Woman'’s

i § di Light”
Orwar lnto lg t momentous achievement, but women equality for women. While the Equal Party (1938-54) to advocate for equal

£s still faced sex discrimination, unequal Rights Amendment (ERA) was debated, rights and end sex-based discrimina-

treatment, and harassment. Laws on the NWP pushed for legal reforms, re- tion worldwide. Her achievements and
I never doubted that equal property, citizenship, marriage, labor, cruited female political candidates, and  drive inspire the ongoing work for
¥ ; ! : and pay continued to limit women'’s lobbied for Title VII of the 1964 Civil women'’s rights and equality.
rzghts was ther lght direction. rights and potential. For women of Rights Act, which prohibits sex-based
color, discrimination was twofold. and other employment discrimination.

Most reforms, most problems,

With Alva Belmont's support, Alice

are complicated. But to me
Paul reactivated the National Woman'’s

there is nothing complicated
about ordinary equality.

Alice Paul, 1972

Alice Paul portrait by
Sandra Faulstich Harris, 2013
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An August 27, 1977, ERA march
banner shows the amendment'’s
current text.

DC PUBLIC LIBRARY, STAR COLLECTION © WASHINGTON POST

1920s-60s 1970s-2020s The ERA Today

June 12, 1921 NWP successfully Opponents include Carrie Chapman  organizer of the first Woman's October 12, 1971 The US House of  privileges. Groups like NWP and October 6, 1978 Congress revises 4 y
campaigns to pass America’s first Catt, of NAWSA's successor the Rights Convention at Seneca Falls Representatives passes ERA. the National Organization for the deadline to June 30, 1982. Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Florida,
statewide equal rights law. League of Women Voters, and (1848). Women (NOW), founded by femi- Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi,
Mary Anderson, first director of March 22, 1972 The US Senate nist author Betty Friedan and June 30, 1982 Ratification falls Missouri, North Carolina, Oklahoma,
September 25, 1921 NWP begins the United States Women's Bureau 1943 Paul revises the ERA again to passes ERA and requires 38 of the others, fight for ERA's ratification.  three states short. South Carolina, Utah
campaign for a federal amendment ~ (1920-44). Some say the proposed its current version, also called the 50 states to ratify it within 7 years.
to give women and men rights amendment could negatively affect ~ Alice Paul Amendment. A counter- The first state to ratify is Hawaii. January 18, 1977 Indiana is the January 15, 2020 Virginia is the
"equal in every way.” With Ameri- working class women and excludes  proposal making exceptions for A year later, 30 states have ratified. ~ 35th state to ratify the ERA then 38th state to ratify the ERA, after Idaho, Kentucky, Nebraska, South
can Civil Liberties Union co-founder  African American women. “biological differences, physical progress stalls. Between 1973 and  Nevada (2017) and Illinois (2018). Dakota, Tennessee
Crystal Eastman, Paul writes the structure, and social function” Conservative activist Phyllis Schlafly 1979 five states rescind ratification. Legal challenges to the validity
first version in 1922. 1923 Paul revises and renames the  based on sex gets little support. campaigns to stop ERA, claiming it of the deadlines and rescissions
amendment for Lucretia Mott, an would remove women'’s sex-based July 9, 1977 Alice Paul dies. are ongoing.
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ANCY PELOSI (1940-)
First woman speaker of the

PUS House of Representatives.

Women from the 116th US
Congress (2019) wear white
clothes symbolic of those worn
by women who marched for
suffrage and the ERA.
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Percentage of women
in US Congress

.02% 65th Congress 79717-19

Union »
Station ) l I 75th Congress 1937-39
ST We’re half the people.
e Yy Women's Equality | 1§ I 85th Congress 1957-59
 # g Sy We should be half the C
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CONSTITUTION AVE NE ﬂ\;\\o nE Jeannette Rankin - 105th Congress 7997-99
N
US Capitol W Supreme Court 23.7% 116th Congress 2019-21
= of the United States
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S A e O S AP HIIGly MR EIRI 15 LA SNk RN Y 00 S IR0 ot NGNS - (IO, W § o TR i . : o The park.is operated in 3 public-private part- .
HOURS The park is open daily and last about one hour; GETTING HERE The park is at the SAFETY AND REGULATIONS MORE INFORMATION nership between the National Park Service
Wednesday through Sunday reservations are not required.  corner of Constitution Avenue Stay on marked pathways. Step  Mailing address: y and the National Woman'’s Party, which is
9 am to 5 pm. There is no fee For groups of 10 or more, and 2nd Street. For navigation, carefully; wet stones can be Belmont-Paul : ’ ‘ committed to preserving the legacy of Alice
to enter the park. Guided [JEEHRE RGN E & use 144 Constitution Ave. NE, slippery. Please use handrails Women's Equality v g \ Paul, a founder of the NWP and an author of
museum tours are offered Washington, DC, 20002. By Metro,  and designated crosswalks. National Monument the Equal Rights Amendment, and telling the

take the Orange/Blue/Silver lines Do not disturb or feed wildlife. 900 Ohio Dr. SW untold stories for the benefit of scholars,

to the Capitol South station or the  Firearms are prohibited in Washington, DC 20024 \ current and future generations of Americans,
Red Line to Union Station, then federal buildings. Washington, 202-543-2240 and all the world's citizens.

head a short distance to the park. DC, is an active urban area. !

A www.nps.gov/bepa
Be aware of your surroundings.

ACCESSIBILITY We strive to make Stay with a buddy or your
facilities, services, and programs group. Choose a meeting point
accessible to all. For information, in case you get separated. Have
ask a ranger, call, or check our cell phones available.

website. An accessible entrance

Belmont-Paul Women'’s
Equality National Monu-
ment is one of over 400
parks in the National
Park System. Learn more

is on 2nd Street. First-floor foyer, Emergencies call 911 abotlk national parks at

exhibits, bookstore, and restroom
WWW.NPS.gov.

are wheelchair-accessible. The : - ¥
e 2 National 1 X www.nationalwomansparty.org
park film is closed-captioned. Park Foundation 3
. et N s he Join the park community.
Now home to the park, this historic building has www.nationalparks.org

also been the NWP’s headquarters since 1929. = Front hallway
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