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ALICE PAUL: THE WOMAN WHO GOT WOMEN THE VOTE

Alice Paul. 1915, photograph by Hams & Ewmg
courtesy of the Library of Congress

Alice Paul {1885-1977), a highly educated Quaker, graduated from Swarthmore College with a B.A. in Sociology in 1905
and a Fellowship to the New York School of Philanthropy. She earned an M.A. In Sociology from University of
Pennsylvania in 1907, then travelled to England to study at Woodbridge Quaker Study Center In Birmingham. There she
became involved in the militant British Suffragette Movement. After she returned to the States she got a Ph.D. in
Sociology from Penn with a dissertation on 'The Legal Position of Women in Pennsylvania," tracing the history of the
American women's movement and Identifying woman suffrage as the key issue of the day. A master strategist (examples
below), she created a vibrant non-militant but confrontational American Suffragist Movement. From 1913 to 1920 she
was the driving force that led to the Nineteenth Amendment, which gave women the vote. In 1922 she earned an LLB
(law degree) from Washington College of Law at American University, then an LLM (1927) and a Ph.D. (1928) In Civil
Laws. Paul lived at the National Woman's Party (NWP) Headquarters - now Belmont-Paul Women's Equality National
Monument- until 1972. By the time she left, NWP had spearheaded and Congress had passed 300 bills to further
advance women's equality.

A New Generation; A New Strategy

Congressional
Union,

January 1913

When the Fifteenth Amendment (1870) gave all men the vote,
separate women's suffrage movements combined into the National
American Woman's Suffrage Association (NAWSA.) Their strategy
was to fight for each state to allow women the vote.
January 1913 Alice Paul and Alva Belmont formulate a new
strategy: demanding a National Constitutional Amendment.
January 1913 NAWSA allows Paul to head a Congressional
Committee in Washington to do this. When her aggressive actions
caused NAWSA to object, she formed a more independent
Congressional Union (CU), then a National Women's Party (NWP).

1913 The First Event begins a strategy of
an Event a Month
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Cover, Official Program, Woman Suffrage Procession

March 3 1913 Woman Suffrage Procession: Paul and Lucy
Bums head the CC. Its first event is a smasher: a grand Woman
Suffrage Procession down Pennsylvania Avenue on the eve of
President Wilson's Inauguration, while everyone was in town.
Police ignore mob assaults on the Suffragists. The press goes wild,
drawing attention to the event and making it a media sensation and
success.

April 7 1913 Five hundred women march to Capitol to submit
Petition with 400,000 signatures for National Suffrage (Anthony)
Amendment; "Free state" Congressmen welcome them.

April 1913 Senate Hearing on Amendment: 25 Senators speak
for the Amendment.

April 1913 CC's delegations to Wilson fails to get his support for
the Amendment. Harriet Stanton Blatch joins CC; solicits pickets.
May 1913 Favorable Senate Committee report on Amendment.




