
RULES A N D REGULATIONS 

Protecting the Park and You 

SPEED LIMITS are posted. Do not pass or park on curves; 

take the numerous road dips slowly. Drive carefully at night 
to avoid striking the animals. 

CAMPING is limited to free public campgrounds in The Basin, 
at Santa Elena, and at Rio Grande Village. Space cannot be 
reserved. Water and comfort stations are provided; fuel and 
electricity are not available. 

FIRES. Fire permits are required for all fires outside the 
established campgrounds. Never leave a fire unattended; 
extinguish it completely. Smoking on trails is forbidden. 

TRAILS. Stay on the trails. Do not take shortcuts. A 
shortcut, even by one person, can mar the appearance of that 
area and cause a destructive rockslide. 

NATURAL FEATURES. Disturbing or carrying away trees, 

flowers, cactuses, or other plants, and collecting or digging 
rocks, are strictly forbidden. 

BOATING AND SWIMMING. Boating permits are required; 

no motors are allowed. Permits must be obtained from a 
park ranger. The river is unsafe for swimming. 

FISHING. N O license is required, but waters of Santa Elena, 
Mariscal, and Boquillas Canyons are closed to fishing. Use of 
boats or nets is forbidden. Limit: 20 pounds plus 1 fish. 

PETS must be kept on leash at all times; they are not per
mitted on trails or in public buildings. 

NATIONAL PARK 

ADMINISTRATION 

Big Bend National Park is administered by the National 
Park Service of the U. S. Department of the Interior. A super
intendent, whose address is Big Bend National Park, Tex., is in 
immediate charge. All comments and inquiries regarding the 
management and protection of this area should be addressed 
to him. 
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WELCOME 

As an American you are part owner of the more than 1,000 
square miles of this beautiful area of Texas that is Big Bend 
National Park. We ask you to keep the park clean of litter and 
to leave the flowers and other plants, the animals, and the many 
natural beauties as you find them. In this way you will enjoy 
the park more, and so will other people who come to see it after 
you have left. The superintendent and his staff are here to 
help you enjoy your stay so that it will be a productive experience 
and become a happy memory. 

LAND OF THE BIG BEND 

Part desert and part mountain country, Big Bend National 
Park lies along the border of the United States and Mexico. 
It takes its name from the course of the Rio Grande, which 

The National Park System, of which this park is a unit, is 

dedicated to conserving the scenic, scientific, and historic 

heritage of the United States for the benefit and enjoyment 

of its people. 

describes a great bend between the town of Van Horn, Tex., on 
the west, and Langtry, Tex., on the east. 

During its 107-mile journey along the boundary of the park, 
the river passes mainly through sandy lowlands and between 
banks overgrown with dense jungles of reeds. But 3 times in 
its course it cuts through 1,500-foot-deep canyons that were 
carved by its waters over a period of hundreds of thousands of 
years. 

Within the park itself is a wild kind of scenery that is more 
like that of Mexico, across the river, than that of the rest of the 
United States. 

The desert is gouged by deep arroyos, or gullies, that expose 
colored layers of clay and rock. On this flatland, where many 
varieties of cactuses and other desert plants grow, birds and 
mammals native to both countries make their homes. 

Rugged mountain ranges, near and far, give assurance that 
the desert is not endless. In the very center of the strange 
scene soar the most spectacular mountains in this part of the 
country—the Chisos. Their eroded peaks look like distant forts 
and castles as they rise some 4,000 feet above the desert floor. 
To the east the magnificent, stratified Sierra del Carmen guards 
that border of the park, and to the south the little-known moun
tains of the Fronteriza disappear into the vastness of Mexico. 

The name "Chisos" expresses the mood of the country. This 
name, which has been interpreted as meaning "ghost," or 
"spirit," was said to have been given the mountains by the 
Indians. More recently, it has been suggested that the word 
"Chisos" was derived from the Castilian word "hechizos," 
meaning "enchantment." 

The impact of Big Bend on those who visit it was well told 
in 1895 by William Ferguson, a U. S. Treasury agent who came 
to establish a port of entry at Boquillas. He wrote, in part: 

"Nowhere else have I found such a wildly weird country. . . . 
A man grows watchful—awe-struck by Nature in her lofty 
moods. Emotions are stirred by the grandeur of the scenery 
and the ever-changing play of light [and] shadow. 

"Never have I beheld such a display of glory as falls at sunset 
on the bald head of the Chisos Mountains at 25 miles. First 
orange, then pink, then crimson and, last of all, purple tints on 
the mountains' dark background . . . " 

Certain qualities inherent in this park are not common to 
every desert mountain region. They are characteristically its 
own. Some can be smelled and seen and touched—others are 
so mysterious they can scarcely be described. As you travel the 
trails and park roads, or quietly enjoy the stillness, you may 
become aware of these singular qualities. 

You may experience the sensation of utter immensity of sky 
and land at the South Rim of the Chisos Mountains. Here, 
when you look way into Mexico, it is said that "you can see the 
day after tomorrow." 

You may hear the wind roar through the trees in The Basin 
and through the arches and windows of the Chisos at night. 

You may recognize the finger-painting look of the desert, 
with the gold and red and white tones of the hills and canyons 
swirled together like a giant mural. 

You may watch shafts of moonlight creep like fingers into 
The Basin; and you may see the sunlight work its way deliber
ately down the west face of the Casa Grande mountain. 

You may observe the unusual "cardboard mountain" effect of 
the foothills on the horizon as you drive westward in the 
afternoon. 

WHERE TO G O — A N D WHEN 

You can get a fair idea of the wonders of Big Bend during a 
3-day weekend, but this will be only an introduction. Beware 
of planning your time too closely, for there is a magic worked 
by this country, and, like so many other visitors, you may post
pone your departure longer than you had intended. 

For a minimum of exploring, your plans should include (1) a 
full day or more in the Chisos Mountains, with a horseback ride 
to the South Rim and a hike on Lost Mine Trail; (2) a morning 
trip to Santa Elena Canyon, and a hike and a picnic at the mouth 
of the canyon; or (3 ) a sunset visit to Boquillas Canyon. 

Of Big Bend's famous canyons, Santa Elena, at the west 
boundary of the park, and Boquillas, at the east, can be reached 
by automobile. Mariscal Canyon, at the very bottom of the 
bend, is presently inaccessible. 

Take half a day to enter the park and another half a day to 
leave it by the alternate route. 

Suppose you choose to come by way of Alpine, 80 miles from 
the Maverick Mountain (west) entrance to the park. Half the 
journey is through ranch country. About midway the moun
tains appear, and rock formations rise from the sandy flatlands 
in fantastic array. 

Before long you reach Study Butte, a ghost mining town 
named after a pioneer physician, Dr. Bill Study. The park 
entrance is just down the way, and Basin Junction, at the north 
foot of the Chisos, is 20 miles beyond the entrance on a good 
road that winds steadily upward. 

From this junction, in the 7 miles up to The Basin, you pass 
from a desert landscape to a mountain landscape, through a zone 
in which the cactus of the desert gradually gives way to the 
pinyon, oak, and juniper of the mountains. Driving up Green 
Gulch, you see the craggy faces of Pulliam Peak, Casa Grande, 
and Lost Mine Peak come ever closer. 

Panther Pass, at an altitude of 5,800 feet, marks the point of 
your descent into The Basin. From there, you drive in low gear 
for the last mile or so because the descending road twists and 
turns and there is much to see. Suddenly you are in a huge 

natural bowl at the foot of the Casa Grande mountain. This is 
The Basin, the very heart of the Chisos Mountains. 

The Chisos 

In The Basin, you can stay in a frame cottage or in a de luxe 
stone cabin, or at the nearby campground. You can also camp 
at specified places outside The Basin or park your trailer near 
Panther Junction. In any event, The Basin area will probably 
be your headquarters in Big Bend. Telephone, grocery store, 
post office, and dining room are here. After sunset, an evening 
campfire program is presented by a uniformed park ranger or 
a park naturalist. 

The park naturalist's or ranger's informal talk each evening, 
accompanied by slides and movies, will tell you of the history, 
geology, plants, and animals of Big Bend—one of the newest 
and least-known National Parks. 

Next day—if you are equal to a 12-mile horseback trip—you 
will find the ride to the South Rim a real adventure. Sturdy 

On the edge of South Rim. Courtesy, W. Ray Scott. 
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