CHINESE GOLD MINING AT THE MON-TUNG SITE
IN THE SNAKE RIVER CANYON

U.S. Department of the Interior :: Bureau of Land Management
Idaho Cultural Resource Series :: Number IV




RUINS
sWORILD

CHINESE GOLD MINING AT THE MON-TUNG SITE
IN THE SNAKE RIVER CANYON

Ronald L. James
University of Idaho

John C. Lytle, Technical Editor
Bureau of Land Management

Idaho Cultural Resource Series :: Number [V

October 1995




_RUINS
“WORLD

I
TABLE OF CONTENTS
FOREWORD ...ttt v
PREFACE :: “WHY NO CHINAMEN ARE FOUND IN TWIN FALLS” ........cccccioiiiinnns vii
CHAPTER 1 :: RUINS OF A WORLD: THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND' ..coosiscessmmiorsonn]
Placer Mining on the Middle Snake River ..............ccooooiiiiiiiiii 3
The Snake River Canyon Gold Rush ............ccoooooiiiiiiiii e 4
Early Transportation Routes to the Snake River Mines ..o, 6
“The Best Poor Man’s Diggings on the Coast” ...........ccccooiiiiiiiiniiiiieee e 8
Chirese Minees Bt e GOty ..o s svesenssisasans 12
The Decline of Chinese Settlements.......................... L mn e e sk MRS S R ARAT 15
The Snake River Canyon Chinese and the Census............cc.occooviiniiiiiiicccc 17
CHAPTER 2 :; SITE DESCRIPTION OF 10JE89, MON-TUNG ........c.cccoooiiiiiiiii, 21
CHAPTER 3 :: MINING ASSEMBLAGE AND METHODOLOGY ..........ccocooovvimiiiiniteio. 33
CHAPTER 4 :: ARTIFACT ASSEMBLAGE AND CULTURAL ADAPTATIONS .................. 43
Chinese Ceramics ..........c.cccccooeune. SO VR STSUO. SARS KOO T SO 45
Opium Paraphernalia ..., 46
TR GO nc s i s e e 51
Diet and FOO ...t 52
L 5 54
Glass Containers ..........c.cocoeiiivvnnerincnns S S — SRR PP 55
CHAPTER 5 :: OBSERVATIONS AND INTERPRETIVE SPECULATIONS ..........cccccoceeeee. 59
The Mon-Tung Site and Chinese Social Organization .............c.cccoooiooiiniiicniieee, 59
Placing the Mon-Tung Site Within a Historical COntext ............cccccocooviiivviiviicnnne. 65
1ii




_RUINS
“WORLD

A
PLATES ettt 69
OPIUM CAN STAMPS ..., . ...................................... 73
LIST'OF FIGURES' icossesmmmmmmmsnmiimmims Samimmmmnssnitiinisngsmssisintiomsinsmsssissias mgmssanss 75
REFERENCES CITED  iucsomsunsussaumssromens s ssiiioe £issss i s i s s oo s ieines 77
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS .. e s 89
INOTES ettt 91

¢

iv




"RUINS
“WORLD

FOREWORD

His vOLUME 15 THE second of an Idaho Cultural Resource Series created to increase

public awareness of cultural resources on public lands. The Bureau of Land Manage-

ment is responsible for managing these resources on public lands in Idaho. Ruins of a
World focuses on the Chinese miners in southern Idaho. The evidence of their mining activities
conducted in the nineteenth century are representative of a variety of cultural resources found on
public lands in Idaho. The Chinese played a large role in the development of the State of 1daho,
and it is very rewarding to publish Ruins of a World, which presents current evidence of the
Chinese miners. We trust that this work will aid your understanding and enjoyment of the
cultural resources on public lands. '

The physical evidence of the cultural resources found on public land'are protected by the
Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979 (ARPA), and artifacts must not be removed or
disturbed. Artifacts observed on the surface must be left in place so other people can have the
opportunity to view a piece of our past.

In 1869, gold was discovered in the Snake River Canyon below the Shoshone Falls. During
the 1870s, several hundred Furoamerican and Chinese miners entered the isolated interior of
the Snake River Canyon searching the rocky slopes and river bars for flour gold. The Chinese
formed a dis[linc[ive ethnic group that did not readily assimilate with the dominant Euro-
american culture. Nevertheless, the Chinese were an integral and dynamic component of
southern Idaho’s frontier settlements. Changing social and economic conditions during the
1880s and 1890s resulted in the decline of Idaho’s Chinese communities. By the early 1900s,
the Chinese and their contributions to the region’s history were almost forgotten.

Site 10JE89, named Mon-Tung, was a Chinese living site located in the Snake River Canyon
near Twin Falls, Idaho. A thorough archaeological excavation of the site’s interior conducted
during the summer of 1989 recovered an impressive amount of information and artifacts
dating to the 1870s. This study includes information gathered from ethnohistorical research and
archaeological field studies. The data obtained is compared with previous studies concerning the
Chinese experience in frontier mining settings in the American West and New Zealand in order
to provide new insights into the history, lifestyles, material culture, and adaptations of the

Chinese miners in southern Idaho.
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PREFACE
“WHY NO CHINAMEN ARE FOUND IN TWIN FALLS”

N SEPTEMBER, 1904, A LONE CHINESE MAN disembarked from the stagecoach that

had brought him to Twin Falls, Idaho from the train station in Shoshone 28 miles

away. As the man cast his eyes around to survey his new surroundings, he would
have seen a site in the process of becoming a town in the midst of an arid, treeless, sagebrush
plain. Ambitious and audacious plans were, at that time, being carried out to dam the Snake River
and divert its inaccessible waters for irrigation. This agricultural reclamation project of historic
proportions was just beginning and burgeoning economic opportunity was attracting settlers from all
over North America and Europe to the once deemed uninhabitable Snake River Plain of southern
Idaho. The lone Chinese man just off the stage from Shoshone was no exception.

The Chinese man did not receive an encouraging or cordial reception from Twin Falls resi-
dents as he strolled about the town. The local newspaper, The Twin Falls News would later report

that “He stuck his hands in the pockets of his blouse arid looked around . . . Nobody paid the

slightest attention to him, but the fact of his arrival soon became known and there was a hurried -

conference of pioneers.” Within an hour of his arrival, a group of concerned, civic-minded
citizens approached the Chinese man, took him to the local restaurant, bought him “the best
meal the town afforded” and offered him the services of the local liveryman who provided a team
of horses and carriage complete with driver. “Just as the Chinaman was beginning to think he
had struck the greatest snap of his life,” he was informed of the local citizens’ real intentions.
“Now, John, we are not going to hurt you, but we want you to take a little ride with us.” (Twin
Falls News 1905¢) ' . _ |

It was near sundown when the group of citizens’ escorted the Chinese visitor to the Snake
River canyon rim and down the Blue Lakes grade to the south bank of the river. The ferry
operator, alerted to the groups arrival, had readied his barge and tied it to the south bank.
The Chinese man boarded the ferry and the vessel was taken to the middle of the stream and
then secured for the night. “As the weather was warm, the unwelcome visitor did not suffer
through having to sleep on the soft side of a plank.”

In the morning, the Chinese man was allowed to land on the north side of the river. There he
was commanded to “hit the breeze” for Shoshone and advised to tell other Chinese he might

meet that Twin Falls would not welcome them either (Twin Falls News 1905¢).

vil
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Nine months later, on April 13, 1905, the city of Twin Falls was officially incorporated. The
Twin Falls News, proudly reported the incorporation the following day on page one. On page
four, an article titled “Why No Chinamen Are Found In Twin Falls” recounted the just-narrated
story of the “Venturesome Celestial.” The article faithfully and unabashedly represented the
prevailing sentiments of the community towards Chinese settlers by stating “ . . . the idea that
Chinamen are a factor in civilization is not entertained here.” (Twin Falls News 1905¢)

The prejudice and persecution that marked the reaction of Twin Falls residents to the presence of
Chinese was not unique or even unusual. In fact, the incident was quite mild, even civil, when com-
pared to other anti-Chinese incidents that occurred throughout the West during the latter nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries. (Wynne 1978; Stratton 1983; Tsai 1986; Laurie 1990; and Storti 1991)
The Chinese man who visited Twin Falls was not physically assaulted and, assuming the report is
accurate, was at least given a decent meal before being run out of town.

The Twin Falls anti-Chinese incident and the subsequent newspaper story clearly illustrates
the conventional prejudices the Euroamerican community held towards the Chinese. Less than
30 years separated the mining era of the 1870s from the agricultural development period in the
early 1900s. Some 32 years before the arrival of the “Venturesome Celestial,” Chinese immigrants
helped settle southern Idaho by establishing gold mining camps in the Snake River Canyon. In
the 1870 census, 4,274 Chinese accounted for 28% of the total population of 14,999 in the
Idaho Territory. In fact, Idaho’s Chinese population was the second biggest in the West next to

California. Perhaps as many as 500 Chinese worked mining claims in the Snake River Canyon

‘between 1871 and the early 1880s. (Lee 1978; Wynne 1978; Chen 1980; Rohe 1982; Tsai 1983,

1986) As members of one of the first pioneer groups to establish a rough but viable society in
southern Idaho, the Chinese became crucial influences on the economic and social structures
that emerged later.

In the years between the demise of the gold camps in the Snake River canyon and the development
of permanent agricultural communities on the Snake River Plain, awareness of the pivotal role the
Chinese played in the frontier mining era diminished. The Chinese were, contrary to the judgements
passed by the Twin Falls News, a vital part of the unfolding settlement process throughout the West.
The ruins of several Chinese shelters are still visible in the Snake River Canyon, a fragile reminder of
the early mining frontier and the impressive contributions of the Chinese pioneers which have

remained obscure and nearly lost in the back pages of history.
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CHAPTER 1
RUINS OF A WORLD: THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

HE SNAKE RIVER PLAIN OF SOUTHERN IDAHO was once a rugged, treeless, and arid region
that until 1870 was little known. The arc-shaped volcanic plain extends 400 miles
“across southern 1daho from Montana to Oregon. The Snake River, the area’s main
feature, courses through a canyon that is over fifty miles long and more than four hundred feet
deep. Most of the plain is covered by basalt that flowed over a period of about five million years.

Nearly 15,000 years ago, Lake Bonneville, ancestor of the Great Salt Lake, suddenly unleashed
an immense flood that swept over Red Rock Pass in southeast Idaho and continued west across the
Snake River Plain. The Bonneville Flood deposited large, rounded basalt boulders and melon-sized
gravel all along the Snake Rivers course, both within the gorge and on the canyon rim. The flood also
scoured soil and rock from the surface of the Snake River p]aiﬁ, creating “scablands™ unsuitable for
farming throughout the ‘area. The excessive force of the flood sheared off layers of basalt 25 to 50 feet
thick, forming alcoves or box canyons along the Snake River Canyons north rim, such as Devils
Corral near the Twin Falls. (Maley 1987:159-162; Dee 1989)

The forbidding emptiness created by the plains volcanic past made early exploration extremely
hazardous. The first recorded Euroamericans to penetrate the plain along the writhing course of the
Snake River were the members of Wilson Price Huns ill-fated overland Astorians. Hunt and his
expedition attempted to navigate the Snake River in the fall of 1811, unaware that the river ran
through a gorge with some of the most impassable rdpids and waterfalls in the West. Hunts water
borne journey ended abruptly and tragically at Caldron Linn, near the Snake Rivers confluence with
Dry Creek. To this day, the Snake River, called “Mad River” by Hunts voyageurs, has never been
successfully navigated from source to mouth. Captain John C. Fremont traversed the Snake River
plain during his second expedition in 1843 but managed to miss viewing the area’s spectacular
Shoshone Falls. (Volpe 199900: 3-15) In 1849, Major Osborne Cross led a regiment of mounted
riflemen on an overland march to Oregon. One of Major Cross’ subordinates, Lieutenant Lindsay,
visited the great falls, then called “Canadian Falls.” Lindsay “pronounced it one of nature’s great
wonders™ and considered the falls equal to Niagara in grandeur. “Having been the first who had
ever laken the trouble to examine [the falls] carefully, and wishing to change the name said to

have been given by a priest many years since, they decided on that of the Great Shoshone falls,
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Figure 1.1a. The Shoshone Falls, 1868.
8 Photo courtesy National Archives,
photographer: Timothy O’Sullivan.

o - ” - . o WSy

instead of Canadian, as being the most
appropriate.” (Cross 1850: 78-79). The
great photographer Timothy O'Sullivan
also visited Shoshone Falls in 1868
while with the King Expedition of 1867-
69. O'Sullivan documented his visit by
recording stunning photographic images

of the falls. An article describing the Figure 1.1b. Twin Falls. Photo courtesy Ron James family.

King Expedition, illustrated with engravings from O'Sullivan’ photographs, appeared in the Septem-
ber, 1869 issue of Harper’s New Monthly Magazine. In the article, O'Sullivan described his reaction to
seeing “one of the most sublime of Rocky Mountain scenes” as:
a feeling that you are, if the not the first . . . who have ever trod that trail, certainly one of the
very few who have ventured so far; . . . you . . . feel sensible of the fact that you are in the

presence of one of Nature’s greatest spectacles as you listen to the roar of the falling water and

gaze down the stream over the falls at the wild scene beyond.

The Snake River Canyon area was so remote and little known that the General Land Office
map of Idaho for 1871 misplaced the Shoshone Falls, placing them below the confluence of the
Snake River and Rock Creek when in fact they are located approximately eight miles above and
east of the mouth of Rock Creek. (Preston 1978) The arid sagebrush Snake River plain was one
of the most desolate regions that Oregon Trail emigrants had to traverse and they crossed it just
as quickly as they could. Washington Irving, who never saw the Snake River Plain and its rocky
chasm, nevertheless captured its essence when describing the Great American Desert in Astoria.
He wrote of “a land where no man permanently resides, a vast, uninhabitable solitude with precipi-

tous cliffs and yawning ravines, looking like the ruins of a world.” (Irving 1836: 185-186)
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PLACER MINING
ON THE MIDDLE SNAKE RIVER

The Boise and Bruneau Shoshoni bands of Indians did live permanently on the Snake River
plain. The Oregon Trail passed through their traditional territories and as emigrant traffic
increased, so did the number and intensity of confrontations between pioneers and Indians.

The infamous Ward Massacre, that occurred near Fort Boise in 1854, resulted in troops com-
manded by Major Granville O. Haller being stationed at Fort Boise to protect the emigrant
wagon trains from Indian raids. (Madsen 1985: 9-54) While enduring their tour of duty at
Fort Boise, several of the troops attempted placer mining in the Snake River. The soldiers’
efforts yielded minor amounts of flour gold but no further prospecting ventures followed up
these limited discoveries. (Wells 1983: 89)

When miners began entering the Boise Basin and Owyhee Mountains of southwest Idaho,
the Shoshoni began mounting more frequent attacks. The settlers retaliated and a vicious cycle of
violence ensued. During the summer of 1864, a party of well-equipped prospectors left Boise in
search of possible placer deposits along the upper Snake River and its tributaries. The prospec-
“tors turned back following a skirmish with the Shoshoni and abandoned their plans. (Raymond
1870: 198; San Francsco Bulletin 15 July 1870) In May, 1866, a large party of Chinese miners
enroute to the Boise mines were attacked by Shoshoni at Battle Creek in southeast Oregon.
Reports vary but at least 50 Chinese were killed. Intense fighting continued between Indians and
armed miners supported by the U.S. Army. Placer prospecting became very dangerous in the
Owyhee mining district and the Snake River country to the east remained virtually closed. One
intrepid prospecting expedition that entered the Snake River area had 11 horses stolen while
camped on Rock Creek near present day Twin Falls. (U.S. Department of the Interior 1868: 98)
In the autumn of 1866, 68 prospectors “embarked upon a prospecting tour on the upper waters
of the Snake River.” Of the 68 men, 12 became séparated from the main party and were attacked
by Indians, 10 were killed, and the survivors fled for the safety of Fort Boise (U.S. Department
of the Interior 1868: 99) '

When General George Crook took command of Fort Boise in December, 1866, the
“whole country . . . was in a state of siege. Hostile Indians were all over . . . dealing death and
destruction everywhere they wished.” (Crook 1946:142) Crook launched a relentless campaign,
engaging the Indians in 40 firefights and killing and capturing more than 550 Shoshoni and
Paiutes. The tribes sued for peace in mid-1868 and surrendered on July 1, 1868 at Fort Harney,
Oregon. (Owyhee Avalanche 1868; Crook 1946: 142-148; Utley annd Washburn 1982: 246-247)
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With the Indians subdued and confined to reservations, the Snake River plain was open for
scientific surveys, such as the King Expedition, and prospectors could resume their persistent

searches for new El Dorados.

THE SNAKE RIVER CANYON GOLD RUSH

A prospector named Jamison discovered gold on the Snake River near the Shoshone Falls in
the fall of 1869. Jamison, an associate of Captain Elias D. Pierce in the first gold discoveries in
northern Idaho, was convinced that workable gold deposits could be found along the middle
Snake as well. Jamison began his reconnaissance near the mouth of the Snake and proceeded
upriver as summer ended and autumn began. (Idaho Statesman 23 March 1870) Jamison located
sufficiently profitable gold deposits near the Bruneau River. The prospects improved further
upriver with additional finds of “flodt gold” that proved difficult to recover. Jamison finally found
a placer bar, located about 300 yards above the Shoshone Falls, that yielded gold “as high as $40
to the hand,” according to an account published in the Idaho Statesman on March 23, 1870.

The gold discovery in the Snake River Canyon came during a period of drought and low water
levels in many of the streams that flowed through the Boise Basin and Idaho’s central mountains.
(Raymond 1870: 199) Ironically, the same drought conditions that impaired placer mining
operations in the Boise Basin helped open up the Snake River to gold mining. Rossiter W.
Raymond, the federal mining inspector, had completed a tour of the Snake River Plain just
prior to Jamison’s discovery. In his 1870 report, Raymond described his impressions of the
Snake Rivers potential as “not promising for river mining.” Raymond went on to state that,
“...1...believe that the gold deposits of this part of the river are limited in extent and quite
moderate in their yield . . . the operations of mining are difficult in the most favorable seasons,
and, quite impracticable when high water prevails.” (Raymond 1870: 199-200)

At first, the news of Jamison’s gold discoveries did not generate a lot of excitement in Silver
City and Boise. A party of Silver City miners, led by Colonel Kirkpatrick, went to the new
diggings in late February, 1870. The Silver City Avalanche, in the meantime, cautioned its readers
to “wait for further news before making a rush.” (Avalanche 26 February 1870) Colonel Kirk-
patrick returned to Silver City in mid-March and essentially said that the view of Shoshone Falls
was far more rewarding than the gold prospects. Kirkpatrick reported seeing only seven men
with rockers working a claim that “was nearly worked out, being only about 20 by 30 feet of
black sand less than a foot in depth.” (Avalanche 12 March 1870; 19 March 1870) The Avalanche
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feporled that another p’,.lrl)" of four men were mining seven miles below the Shoshone Falls,
which would have been in the vicinity of the confluence of Rock Creek and the Snake.
(Avalanche 19 March 1870)

A Statesman correspondent visited the Snake River canyon in early March and reported that
mining claims were “being worked by several pioneer miners from the Boise Basin.” The States-
man reporter also wrote that “Jamison & Co. have two rockers running about six miles below the
Falls, near the mouth of Rock Creek.” The mining community in the canyon at that time was
described as “ . . . four companies, consisting of 12 miners, making average wages. In addition . .
. from six to ten prospectors scattered along the river looking for places worth planting their
rocker upon. The reports that hundreds of men are mining . . . are all bosh . . .” (Statesman
22 March 1870)

Interest in the Snake River mines increased in April when reports began filtering out of the
canyon that rich gold bearing placer bars were being found. Prospectors reported claims that
paid “from $25 to $30 to the rocker, and as high as $100 a day to the hand.” (Statesman
30 April 1870; Avalanche 7 May 1870) The gold that was being recovered, though fine and
difficult to obtain, was also very pure in content. During a one week period in May, 1870, 100
ounces of flour gold were shipped to Boise where it assayed at $15.62 per ounce. At the same
time, the Statesman also reported “over 5,000 feet of lumber and three tons of merchandise were
shipped to the Snake River mines within two days.” (Statesman 28 April 1870; Avalanche 7 May
1870)The Snake River Canyon gold rush was on.

In the early spring of 1870, the Snake River rose considerably due to snow melting in the
mountains. The effect was that “nine-tenths of the miners are idle, but are keeping close watch
on their claims, and anxiously awaiting the time when work can be resumed.” (Statesman
19 May 1870)

The high water posed severe hazards for adventurous gold seekers. Colonel Ike Jennings, a
prominent Silver City prospector who distinguished himself in 1866 by leading a volunteer
company of miners into action against hostile Indians, entered the canyon in April, 1870.
Jennings and a miner from Rocky Bar named Charles Berry were attempting to ford the river
when Berry’s horse lost its footing and pitched Berry into the swift river current. Jennings made
“every effort to assist him but . . . the stream [was] so dangerous, that nothing could be done.”
Berry’s body was never recovered (Statesman 19 May 1870; Avalanche 28 May 1870)

More and more miners continued to arrive and set hp cnmps‘along the Snake River from the

present day town of Hagerman east to Caldron Linn."Idled by the high spring runoff, the miners




_RUINS
“WORLD

scouted claim sites or toured the canyon, viewing the remarkable scénery. Boise miners H. Way,
N. B. Lindsey, A. Gortz, and Al Pence built:
a very fine yacht [and sailed] up the river a distance of . . . four to eight miles, and witnessed
scenery for splendor almost indescribable . . . the steep walls along the entire distance traveled .
. . are more formidable than the walls surrounding ancient cities. The clear water gushing from
the high banks forms falls along the north side, at the foot of which are great resorts for
mountain trout [Statesman 19 May 1870]

It was during this period that Chinese miners attempted to gain access to claims in the
canyon. But the Chinese who arrived in the spring of 1870 received no encouragement from the
Euroamerican miners to stay. A miners’ convention was held on May 18, 1870 at the Shoshone
Falls “to prevent Chinese emigration and colonization of the Snake River mines.” The white
miners gave the Chinese “plenty of time to emigrate peacefully” and threatened to “ejeci him

downstream, ‘tail-tied,” if he refuses to git.”(Statesman 19 May 1870)

EARLY TRANSPORTATION ROUTES
- TO THE SNAKE RIVER MINES

The Snake River mines had the advantage of being near a good supply route due to the estab-
lishment of the new Kelton Road (Fiéure 1.2). After the Central Pacifi¢c and Union Pacific trans-
continental railroads were completed, new stage and freight routes-were set up to connect the
railroad terminus at Corinne in northern Utah with southwest 1daho. John Hailey started a stage .
line that connected Boise City to Kelton, Utah. Hailey’s stages crossed the Snake River at Clark’s
Ferry, located approximately 20-25 miles downstream from Shoshone Falls. Hence, the trans-
portation and supply systems necessary for the mining camps’ very existence were in close
proximity to the Snake River mines. (Statesman 23 June 18700; Daily Utah Reporter 16 July
1870; Avalanche 23 July 1870; Wells 1983:90)

The Rock Creek stage station and trading post was one of the facilities that serviced the Kelton
Road stages and the Oregon Trail emigrants. The Rock Creek station, located approximately
eight miles south of the Snake River canyon, was the only permanent Euroamerican settlement
between Fort Hall and Fort Boise at that time and functioned as a critical commercial establish-
ment where miners could buy supplies. Rock Creek also provided access to and from the Snake
River mines, connecting the otherwise remote camps to Boise and Salt Lake City. (Walgamott

1926: 3-4; Madsen 1980: 65-70)
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Three western communities served as gateways to the Snake River mines: Boise City via the
Kelton Road; Elko, Nevada which also had access to the Kelton Road; and the “Gentile Capital”
of Utah — Corinne. Built in 1869 on the Bear River at the end of the line of the Central Pacific
Railroad, Corinne was ideally situated as the jumping off place for miners heading to southern
Idaho and western Montana. (Madsen 1980: 65-70) Corinnes political and business leaders
quickly recognized the economic opportunities presented by the Idaho and Montana mihing
rushes. The town’ raison d'etre became that of promoting the Snake River and Montana mines as
well as providing for the various needs of the miners, teamsters, and immigrants who crowded
> Corinnes bustling streets during the boom years of the early 1870s. John Eaves exemplified the
enterprising energies of Corinne with his expansion of the transportation network. Eaves started
regular stage shuttle service from Corinne 1o the Snake River mines in mid-July. The fare was
$15.00 for about a 24-hour journey. (Reporter 10 July and 16 July 1870)

Throughout much of the summer of 1870, Corinne’ ncwspﬁpcr, The Utah Reporter, featured
prominently placed articles that provided favorable descriptions of the Snake River placer mines.

The Reporters enthusiasm for'the mines was undisguised boosterism spurred by ulterior motives.

THE SNAKE RIVER MINES
CIRCA 1870

gnake River

.9  CALDRON LINN
ROCK CREEK® ...

KELTON @
CORINNE

Wy

®
SALT LAKE CITY

v

Figure 1.2. The Snake River Mines, circa 1870.
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Corinne hoped to benefit from the influx of miners and immigrants that the railroad was bring-
ing out West. Corinne also had its sights set on usurping Salt Lakes position as the center of

political power in the Utah Territdry. (Madsen 1980) Federal mining inspector Rossiter W.

.Raymond may have had Corinne and the Reporter in mind when he referred to the “manufac-

tured excitement” and “artificial enthusiasms” pervading the Snake River gold rush in his
1870 report to the Secretary of the Interior. (Raymond 1870) Nevertheless, strategically located
Corinne was the nearest point of supply for the Snake River mines and town merchants provided

a significant amount of the equipment and provisions that reached the Snake River country.

“THE BEST POOR MAN’S DIGGINGS ON THE COAST”

The pace of mining activity in the Snake River canyon picked up steadily as the spring runoff
receded. By July, greater numbers of miners were beginning to prospect and optimistic reports
coming out of the canyon created higH expectations for profitable placer yields. A miner wrote to .
the Owyhee Avalanche that “the mines are better than I expected . . . They are no doubt the best
poor man’s diggings on the coast, as they are.worked with such little expense; a little grub and a
rocker are all one wants." (Avalanche 30 July 1870) Claims paying $4.00 to $20.00 per day were
fairly routine with some exceptional sites reporting up to $50.00 a day. One company of four
men, working the riverbank with two rockers, recovered $600.00 in five days. (Statesman
23 June 1870; Avalanche 30 July 1870)

The miners were scattered along the river from Salmon Falls east to Clarks Ferry and upriver

to Dry Creek over a distance of about 60 miles (Elko Independent 23 July 1870) The gold rush

was primarily centered in the vicinity of Shoshone Falls and the Twin Falls or Little Falls, as
they were called then (Figures 1.2 and 1.3a-b). The two biggest camps were Shoshone, located
on the rivers south bank half a mile below the Twin Falls, and Drytown, situated at the mouth
of Dry Creek near Caldron Linn at the canyon’ eastern or upper end. (Reporter 10 July 1870,
San Francisco Bulletin 15 July 1870; Elko Independent 23 July 1870; Avalanche 30 July 1870) |
Several rich gravel bars were located in this section of the canyon and consequently more
prospectors congregated there than elsewhere on the river. Both the Elko Independent and the
Utah Reporter newspapers reported that 400 miners worked the river during July, 1870.
(Reporter 10 July 1870; Elko Independent 23 July 1870)

Shoshone was the largest and most substantial settlement during the summer of 1870.

According to the San Francisco Bulletin, the camp consisted of “four canvas shanties and a tent,






