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Although the Boyd Family owned Dripping Springs Resort,
what is now the Cox Ranch headquarters was never owned
by them. An Indian, Simon Bocan, homesteaded near La

Gueva in the 1930's,

but the ranch proper
iwas bought by
Franklin Hayner from
a Mr. Ascartes in the

late 1930's. The

Hayners owned a
lumber yard in Las
Gruces and used the

ranch mostly as a
"weekend place."
Most of the out

buildings at the ranch
headquarters were

built by the Hayners, who also added the swimming pool
and the landing strip.

Franklin Hayner died in 1946. In the early 1950's, the ranch
was sold to the Gox family who also bought Dripping Springs
Resort around this time. The Gox family has a long history
on the east side of the Organ Mountains where they ranched
since the late 1800's. When A. B. Gox bought the Hayner
property, he developed it into a successful cattle ranch. A. B.
Gox was a well-liked man and a fine host, and the ranch was
the setting for many social gatherings over the years.

More than a cattle ranch, the Gox Ranch and Drippings
Springs Resort were also places where unique biotic
communities survived

and a number of rare,
threatened and

endangered plants
could still be found.

Recognizing the
ranch's value. The
Nature Conservancy
purchased the property
from the Gox family,
then transferred the

title to the Bureau of

Land Management (BLM) in exchange for other BLM-
administered public land that could be sold to recover the
cost of the purchase. Thanks to this cooperation between
the Conservancy and the BLM, the Gox Ranch and Dripping
Springs Resort will be presen/ed for the benefit of future
generations.
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