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Inventory Unit Summary & Site Plan

The Cultural Landscapes Inventory Overview:

Inventory Summary

Purpose and Goals of the CLI

The Cultural Landscapes Inventory (CLI), a comprehensive inventory of all cultural landscapes 
in the national park system, is one of the most ambitious initiatives of the National Park Service 
(NPS) Park Cultural Landscapes Program.  The CLI is an evaluated inventory of all 
landscapes having historical significance that are listed on or eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places, or are otherwise managed as cultural resources through a public 
planning process and in which the NPS has or plans to acquire any legal interest.  The CLI 
identifies and documents each landscape’s location, size, physical development, condition, 
landscape characteristics, character-defining features, as well as other valuable information 
useful to park management.  Cultural landscapes become approved CLIs when concurrence 
with the findings is obtained from the park superintendent and all required data fields are 
entered into a national database.  In addition, for landscapes that are not currently listed on the 
National Register and/or do not have adequate documentation, concurrence is required from the 
State Historic Preservation Officer or the Keeper of the National Register.   

The CLI, like the List of Classified Structures, assists the NPS in its efforts to fulfill the 
identification and management requirements associated with Section 110(a) of the National 
Historic Preservation Act, National Park Service Management Policies (2006), and Director’s 
Order #28: Cultural Resource Management.  Since launching the CLI nationwide, the NPS, in 
response to the Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA), is required to report 
information that respond to NPS strategic plan accomplishments.  Two GPRA goals are 
associated with the CLI: bringing certified cultural landscapes into good condition (Goal 1a7) 
and increasing the number of CLI records that have complete, accurate, and reliable 
information (Goal 1b2B).

Scope of the CLI

The information contained within the CLI is gathered from existing secondary sources found in 
park libraries and archives and at NPS regional offices and centers, as well as through on-site 
reconnaissance of the existing landscape.  The baseline information collected provides a 
comprehensive look at the historical development and significance of the landscape, placing it in 
context of the site’s overall significance. Documentation and analysis of the existing landscape 
identifies character-defining characteristics and features, and allows for an evaluation of the 
landscape’s overall integrity and an assessment of the landscape’s overall condition.  The CLI 
also provides an illustrative site plan that indicates major features within the inventory unit.  
Unlike cultural landscape reports, the CLI does not provide management recommendations or 

CLI General Information:
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treatment guidelines for the cultural landscape.

Inventory Unit Description:

Doughton Park Campground is an 84-acre component landscape set within 6300-acre Doughton Park, a 
Blue Ridge Parkway developed area in North Carolina. The site straddles the parkway road and is 
accessed at Milepost 239.2. Major features of the site include the five loop roads, four comfort stations, 
a water tank, an amphitheatre, trailer and tent campsites, trails and numerous drinking fountains.

Doughton Park Campground is part of one of the first developed areas to be planned for BLRI. Three 
camping areas - hilltop loop ‘A’, tent loop ‘B’ and trailer loop ‘C’ were completed in 1939. By 1943 two 
comfort stations (Buildings # 97 and 98) and several drinking fountains were in place. Planting plans 
also appear at this time that call for additional trees and flowering shrubs, enhancing the existing pattern 
of tree cover and open space. By 1950, another loop road is added beyond tent loop ‘B.’ Five years 
later, a third comfort station # 370 is added to the hilltop loop, along with several more drinking 
fountains. The final, eastern loop road, and comfort station # 396 are built in 1963-4. The camping loops, 
tent sites, trails, and comfort stations # 97 and # 98 all follow established NPS standards, as drafted by 
Albert H. Good and Frank A. Waugh in 1935. Rustic in style, they contribute to the overall Blue Ridge 
Parkway theme. The two comfort stations added in 1955 and 1963 represent the parkway transition to 
more streamlined and economical materials and building style.

The period of significance for Blue Ridge Parkway, as defined in Ian Firth’s draft National Historic 
Landmark (NHL) nomination, is 1933 – 1987. Parkway road development between these dates 
possesses NHL significance, while associated development – such as visitor concession areas – 
possesses NHL significance only through 1955. (Later development may be historically significant to a 
lesser degree.) Construction at Doughton Park Campground began in 1938, and most major features at 
the property were in place by 1955. All the features dating to this period contribute to the national 
significance of Blue Ridge Parkway as a NHL property. Comfort Station # 396, and the eastern loop 
road date to 1963-4 and may have historical significance of a lesser degree.

Doughton Park Campground, currently listed in good condition, retains all major features from the 
period of significance. Later additions are minor in scale and do not have an adverse effect on the 
cultural landscape. The property possesses historic integrity in all seven criteria as defined by National 
Register standards.
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Site Plan

Bluffs Campground Sitemap (draft)
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Property Level and CLI Numbers

Doughton Park CampgroundInventory Unit Name:

Component LandscapeProperty Level:

 550216CLI Identification Number:

Parent Landscape:  550140

Park Information

Park Name and Alpha Code : Blue Ridge Parkway - Highlands District -BLRI 

Park Organization Code: 5157

Subunit/ District Name Alpha Code : Blue Ridge Parkway - Highlands District - BLRI

Park Administrative Unit : Blue Ridge Parkway

CLI Hierarchy Description

On the 1936 Blue Ridge Parkway Master Development Plan, Doughton Park (then known as The 
Bluffs) is shown as one of the proposed parkway developed areas. The 6300-acre site largely consists 
of forested land on steeply sloping land, with the built environment consisting of rustic trails, overlooks 
and a shelter. It is listed in the CLI in its entirety as the Doughton Park Developed Area. More intense 
development was planned for sites closer to the parkway in areas totaling 225 acres in size. Each of 
these seven sites has a separate developmental history and function and deserves individual listing in 
the CLI as a component landscape. They are, leading from parkway north to south: Brinegar Cabin, 
Doughton Park Campground, Bluffs Coffee Shop and Service Station, Bluffs Lodge, Caudill Family 
Homestead, Bluffs Picnic Area, and the Doughton Park Maintenance Area.
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Doughton Park CLI Hierarchy
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Concurrence Status

Inventory Status: Complete

Completion Status Explanatory Narrative:

Field work was conducted for landscapes and component landscapes at Doughton Park during 
Summer 2001 by David Hasty, Lucy Lawliss and summer interns Patrick Beasley, Tom Gibney 
and Lindsey Heller. The park contacts are: Gary Johnson, Chief, Resource Planning and 
Professional Services Division, and Bambi Teague, Resource Manager.

Concurrence Status:

YesPark Superintendent Concurrence:

Park Superintendent Date of Concurrence: 08/01/2005

National Register Concurrence: Eligible -- SHPO Consensus Determination

Date of Concurrence Determination: 09/08/2004

Through BLRI consultation with North Carolina SHPO, the entire parkway property within the 
state of North Carolina was deemed eligible for listing on the National Register. A National 
Historic Landmark nomination is also being written for the Parkway by Ian Firth.

National Register Concurrence Narrative:

Concurrence Graphic Information:
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Letter to Superintendent
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Superintendent Signature of Concurrence
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Superintendent Condition Recertification, 2011
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Memo to NC SHPO
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NC SHPO Signature

Geographic Information & Location Map

Inventory Unit Boundary Description:

The Doughton Park Campground component landscape boundary includes all camping loops and 
surrounding campsites at the Trailer Loop, Tent Loops, Hilltop Loop and the northern loop.
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State and County:

NCState:

County: Wilkes County

NCState:

County: Alleghany County

Size (Acres):  84.00

Cultural Landscapes Inventory Page 12 of 42



Blue Ridge Parkway - Highlands District
Doughton Park Campground

Boundary UTMS:

USGS Map 1:24,000Source:

AreaType of Point :

NAD 27Datum:

 17UTM Zone:

 485,784UTM Easting:

 4,030,941UTM Northing:

USGS Map 1:24,000Source:

AreaType of Point :

NAD 27Datum:

 17UTM Zone:

 486,213UTM Easting:

 4,031,707UTM Northing:

USGS Map 1:24,000Source:

AreaType of Point :

NAD 27Datum:

 17UTM Zone:

 485,452UTM Easting:

 4,031,656UTM Northing:

USGS Map 1:24,000Source:

AreaType of Point :

NAD 27Datum:

 17UTM Zone:

 486,363UTM Easting:

 4,031,240UTM Northing:
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Location Map:

Doughton Park Campground Location Map (Whitehead, NC, USGS Quadrangle - 1968)

Tract Numbers : 34-101, 34-103, 34-105, 35-101

Management Information
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