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The Moses H. Cone Memorial Park is a historic designed landscape extending over more than 3,500 acres north of 

Blowing Rock in Watauga County, North Carolina. The estate is dominated by the rolling terrain representative of 

the Blue Ridge Mountain physiographic province. The summits of two mountains fall within the property as well as 

low areas along several stream valleys. The remainder of the property is characterized by the unique mountain 

landscape prevalent in the North Carolina Blue Ridge, including steeply sloped areas and valleys as well as level 

terraces. It was this unique and beautiful landscape setting that inspired Moses Cone to begin buying tracts of land to 

form the core of his country estate from 1893ï1899. 

After the deaths of Moses Cone in 1908 and his wife Bertha in 1947, the property was transferred to the United 

States of America. This was completed when the trustees of Moses H. Cone Memorial Hospital reached an 

agreement with the government whereby it would assume ownership of Flat Top Estate (to be called Moses H. Cone 

Memorial Park), with the National Park Service managing and protecting the park. The actual transfer of the 

property took place in 1949. Construction of the Blue Ridge Parkway through the park began in 1955. The parkway 

splits the property along its east/west axis. The section of the parkway that extends through Moses H. Cone 

Memorial Park was completed in 1957. It extends for 2.3 miles northeast/southwest through the park between 

mileposts 292 and 295. The road has been little altered since its original construction through the area, with 

completion of bridge crossings in 1960. 

The Moses H. Cone Memorial Park is classified as one of several recreation areas designated along the parkway, 

providing opportunities for recreation and learning about local culture.  Currently, land uses associated with the park 

include agricultural, cemetery, commercial, maintenance, museum/educational/interpretive, recreational, religious, 

scientific study, and visitor services. A comfort station and ranger services are available to the public within the 

carriage house. In addition, the National Park Service entered into agreement with the Southern Highlands 

Handicraft Guild to use the manor house as a craft center. A number of the pastures and meadows on the estate are 

also used by local farmers for grazing cattle and horses and for growing hay. 

The cultural landscape that comprises the park includes its natural systems and features, Flat Top Manor, the apple 

barn, carriage house, and numerous structures that support many of the historic functions of the property including 

the carriage drive experiences, building sites and gardens, and farming activities. The cultural landscape  also 

includes remnant apple orchards, two large lakes and a pond, garden terraces, and the system of historic earthen and 



graveled carriage drives designed by Moses Cone that provide access to all corners of the property. The drives lead 

to all of the estateôs special features, including mountain summits, lakes, viewpoints, pastures, wooded ravines, and 

mountain slopes. Design of the carriage roads was carefully orchestrated by the Cones for the aesthetic enjoyment of 

the visitor and to foster appreciation for the environment. 

3,516 acres 

Landscape 







The Blue Ridge Parkway corridor is classified as a primary landscape in the CLI database. The parkway was 

constructed across the center of Flat Top Estate in 1955ï1957. The 3,516 acre estate was intact before the 

construction of the parkway and constitutes one contributing site with significant associations with the Blue Ridge 

Parkway. 

 

  



Incomplete 
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All documentation entered in this database inventory unit was obtained from the Cultural Landscape Inventory for 

the Moses H. Cone Memorial Park Landscape, prepared by Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc., and John Milner 

Associates, Inc., in 2013ï2014. The information was entered into the CLI database by staff of the Southeast 

Regional Office. 

Historical research for the CLI project was performed by Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc., at the Blue Ridge 

Parkway archives in Asheville, North Carolina. The archival collection at the park included NPS reports, historic 

photographs of the site, historic aerial photography, and historic maps. Additional archival documents and maps 

were obtained from the NPS Denver Service Center. Research was also conducted online at locations such as the 

Library of Congress Online Catalog to obtain digital reference materials. 

Analysis and evaluation involved documenting key landscape components and analyzing the evolution of landscape 

development. John Milner Associates, Inc., conducted the field survey to document current conditions, primarily 

during the fall of 2010. Based on the history of the landscape and the evaluation of historic landscape features and 

patterns, landscape significance was determined. Comparative analysis between the existing conditions and the 

historic maps and photographs was then used to define the type and concentration of historic resources remaining in 

the Moses H. Cone Memorial Park landscape. From this information, cultural landscape integrity was determined. 
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Eligible ï Keeper 

December 24, 2013 

 

The authors of this CLI and the associated CLR Update concurrently developed a National Register nomination for 

the property. Flat Top Manor was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on December 24, 2013.  

N/A 

 



The boundary of the property is identified as Watauga County, North Carolina, Land Records Parcel 

2808-53-0904-000, consisting of 3,516 acres. 

BLRI 

42-101 

Data sources are adapted from GIS information and aerial photography received from the 

National Park Service Southeast Region and historic maps from Blue Ridge Parkway 

Archives.

North Carolina (NC) 

Watauga

1 17  436133  4004463  

 Zone Easting Northing 

2 17  436966  4004463  

 Zone Easting Northing 

3 17  439813  4002601  

 Zone Easting Northing 

4 17  440245  4000036  

 Zone Easting Northing 

5 17  436710  3997620  

 Zone Easting Northing 

6 17  436375  3998095  

 Zone Easting Northing 

7 17  435735  3999890  

 Zone Easting Northing 



8 17  435735  4000578  

 Zone Easting Northing 

9 17  435364  4001878  

 Zone Easting Northing 

10 17  435364  4002289  

 Zone Easting Northing 

11 17  435364  4002711  

 Zone Easting Northing 

 

 




