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ey 24, 1940,

Report to the Reglonal Landscape Architect, Region Cne,
By Relph %, Emerson, Resident Architect, Branch of Plans & Design,

A trip wes mede to Boston, Wess., on Mey 13, at the request eof
the Direetor, for the purpose of meeting with representatives of the
South Boston Citizens /ssocistion, snd to meke s genersl survey of the
physicel eherscteristics of the site.

The site wes visited on key 14, in company with Dr. Hermea C, Bumpus
of the Advisory Boerd, Uoordineting Supt. Honelds of lorristown Fetionsl
Historicel Perk, Supt. fmell of Selem keritime Netionsl Historie Site, znd
several members of tho Netionel Chrine Committee of the South Bosten ﬁitizms'
lLssocietion,

The aburuﬁum mede st the time of my visit sre presented briefly
&8 follows:

;ene ~ The site, loceted on Dorchester Heights in South Boston, is an
aupum shaped plot of approximetely five snd one-helf scres, hmm

on ell sides by privete snd/or public developments, snd from sll sppesrsnces,
it is subjected to extremely heevy usesge by the inhebitents of thet section,
It is known es Thomes Perk, end maintenence of the sres es a metropolitan
perk, is st present the responsibility of the City of Boston., South Boston
High Sehool is locsted on adjoining properties, in c¢lose proximity to the
esstern boundery of the perk, end on lends which were at one time the site
of & city water reservoir(1849), There ere no direct epprosches to the park
from that side,

Grounds -~ The WF/A hes been sctive in the recent development of the perk,
sork of improvement has been underwey for the pesi two yeers, snd sbout
$72,000 has been expanded on the betterment of the grounds, liew goncrete
steps and remped spproeches were constructed to meske the grounds sccessible
to the city streets whieh border the perk on three sides, The old asphsld
peving wes repleced by e new system of brushed conerete surfsced walks,
Conerete gutters were provided to teke cere of the surfece drsinage =long
the welks, and s new sub~surfece dresinege system wes designed snd pertislly
instelled. Unfortunstely, some of the new conerete work wss pleced in freez~
ing weether snd evidence of disintegrestion is now appesring in certsin
sections of the psrk.

The problem of erosin control wes elso given serious considerstion
in the WFA progrem, Concrete retsining wells were erected to reduce the
steep slopes neer the points of access on the perimeter of the perk, Some
greding wes included, snd in & few instsnces it wes necesssry to terrsce -
the slopes which were subject to hesvy surfece erosin., This problem has
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not been solved completely, end = considerable emount of additionzl
would be required to eliminste the excessive gredes of the sxisting
slopes,

The existing ground cover is very spotty, with guite a number of
berren sres=s, snd the tree roots sre exposed in prsctieslly every csse,
It would be necessary $o re-grade snd topsoil the entire ares in order
to masure the growth of e permenent gress cover, Shrubs of the low-growing

type could be used to good edventage in the lendseepe trestment of the
grounds,

The perk is enclosed on three sides by sn iron fence, This fence is
in need of minor repeirs snd reslignment, and its removel would net only
eontribute to the finished appesrence of the zrounds, but would slso serve
to facilitete the opersntions of meintensnce,

The existing psrk benches sre of the conecrete freme snd wood finish
type. o8t of the benches are in e bed stete of repsir, snd should bs
repleced, a8 they are in comstant use,

siruetures - / memerisl tower 18 loceted near the ssstern boundery, and
on the central exis of the perk, It wss erected by the Commonweslth of
Hessaghusetts in 1901, st =n orizinel cost of $25,000, end commemorstes
the evecuestion of Hoston by the British in 1776.

The design of the memoris]l »=s selected throurh = competition in
which eight srehitecturel firms were invited to compete, The Hosten Tirmm
of Pesbody snd Stesrns wes the successful competitor, The memoriel wes
arected in eccordsnce with their plens snd e most plensing effect »pa
- pehieved, The influence of Sir Christopher ‘ren is strongly reflected in

the eomposition snd proportions of the desisn, snd the memoriel tower
eprenrs t0 be an esrly eolonisl steeple, when vieved from » distsnece with
the bese fors-shortened in the psrspective,

The structure was built entirely of Georgis merble, end the oversll

height of the tower, from the pletform of the bese to the tip of the westher

vane, is steted to be 115 feet. The msin sheft of the memorisl is spprox-
imetely 18 feet sguere %t the bese, The stonework wes repointed recently,
end with the possible exception of minor defscements, the exterior of the
gtructure i8 in folirly good condition,

The tower hss been closed to the public for some time, snd the

condition of the interior indicstes thet continued meintensnce mas neglected,

The unglezed openings in the lsntern motif st the top of the structure
invites sntrence sné the memorisl hes become somewhet of » pigeon sencturry,
The interior of the structure is unfinished, end it would be necessary to
elesn #nd peint all of the interior surfeces Mfem the memoriel tover is
emw for publie visitstion,
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in open stelrwey(metel) lesds from the entrence to sn obsarvetion
pletfors st the level of the beleony openings, =nd then & smell cireuler
typs of steirwey(metsl) continues to the level of the offset sbove, Both
levels ere observetion points, end e good vier of lorchester Bey is offersd
from either level, The lower steirwey is in need of certsin repeirs, such
#8 the replscement of hendrsils end the like, end both steirweys should be
thoroughly clesned end refinished,

‘2 susll glsss enclosed booth is loested =t the bottom of the steirs
nesr the entrance to the tower,

There are no rmailiti&s now provided for hesting or lighting the interior
of the struecture,

dorkers - / smell monument wes erected on Dorchester ileights in 1877, the
yeer following the Centeuniel Celebrstion of the ivecustion of ﬁ@at@m. This
marker is of orpementsl grenite, sbout § Teet high with & 3 by & foot bese,
It is located neer the dese, on the north side of the memorisl tower, and
cerries s different inscription om esch of its two polished faces,

/nother smell marker was Placed on the site in 1927, This is one of
the series of markers which were erected to designate the route of Cenersl
Henry Enox end ere commonly refe.red to =s "Knox Kerkers”, It is loested
nesr the beee, snd t0 the south of the memorial tower, snd consists of »
blue grenite slab upon whieh is mounted = smsll bronze plegue, '

LA E B E R EREEEEREEREERERESE]

A é@yy of this nerretive on the srchitectursl snd lsndsecspe erchitect-
ural especis of the propossl wes presented conjointly with Coordinating
Superintendent fAonsld’'s report to the Tirsctor,

fespectfully submitted,

: helph %, Zmerson
' Zesident rrehitect

ee: Chiefl of Planning.



Looking towerd the memorial tower from the eastern boundery

of Thomes Park,

VIE: NO,1
(See Generel Plen)




VIEN NO.2
(See Gemerel Plem)

£ typicel remped spprosch to Themas Perk,



Y SHOAL -
LT YN MELEOG 5,

Ned 3

s06avk aro

N

b5

BN N s N
. Do PEPIIY ;o PR PIEL 1 ARAA
. s

R v ) \

R S O
—— :

N .uvuﬂ’w N MM eircucn Moy g

- g BT ™ A e o

Lty a0

q.

d o O v |
e oo

I

o
=
P

s

iokei A ey
sedoic Yy srolouinl v

; . 4S HIVIO 7774

-Q ueliTa
il b -Z-1 DueT o og - "_ﬂmﬂ

SOUTH BOSTON HIGH SCHOOL

waom -rpwo d

i o O S
e oz i 0 1
2 _ P m

V- OML o joEs
oS- = T e |

3318

LR AR

<3

- P
e : i \

g R
. o =
> \P &
NI = eEs ¢ B oeeemsieE =
W i . 5
3 a
) “ & k.
o | BN :
N | ¢

— = "1 e S——— — - S r—

PLAN OF 1HOMAS PARK

=
]
5




a3
Plen}

YIE® RO,
(See General

Terraced treatument 02 slope iud typical entrance

steps,



	36714217_2016-002_0001
	36714217_2016-002_0002
	36714217_2016-002_0003
	36714217_2016-002_0004
	36714217_2016-002_0005
	36714217_2016-002_0006
	36714217_2016-002_0007
	36714217_2016-002_0008

