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PROLOGUE 

The quali ty of the resources—the c lar i ty and purity of the water, the clean air, the 
forests and meadows only gently touched by the hand of man—makes the Buffalo 
National River a special place to v is i t . An important aspect of the Buffalo's 
qual i ty is var iety, not only in the landscape, geological features, and plant and 
animal l i fe , but also in the character of the river i tself, which ranges from white 
water rushing by steep bluffs to broad tranquil expanses f lowing through meadows 
and forested hi l ls. 

As varied as the river itself are the people who come to enjoy i t : famil ies passing 
through who are experiencing the river for the f i rst t ime; long-term residents of 
the area carrying on their t radit ional uses of the river, including fishing, swimming, 
hunting, f loat ing, and large fami ly picnics; individuals seeking a challenging 
canoeing experience or a few days of solitude; and groups of college students 
"cut t ing loose" af ter a long winter of classes and exams. The Buffalo National 
River serves people of all ages, backgrounds, interests, and needs; however, as the 
r iver becomes increasingly popular, conf l icts arise, and the very qualit ies that 
brought the visitors to the river in the f i rst place begin to be threatened. 

I 



" I recent ly had the pleasure of taking a canoe t r ip on the Buffalo w i th my w i fe and 
fr iends. I work as a psychiatrist in an inner-ci ty area in Chicago and desperately 
needed an opportunity to get away f rom the pressures of my work. I was amazed 
at the beauty of the scenery and at how rapidly i t was possible to relax and to 
forget about the tr ia ls and tr ibulat ions I've been encountering. Having canoed and 
camped al l over the middle west, I'm grateful for the fac t that there are st i l l r ivers 
l ike the Buf fa lo . 

In t ry ing to describe the Buffalo's beauty to fr iends, I of tent imes f ind myself at a 
loss for words. It is a wonderful thought to know that on 'God's Great Earth ' there 
are s t i l l places as peaceful and beauti ful as this River." 




