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If you enjoy your Butterfield Overland 
Trail experience, consider becoming 
a member ofthe Oregon-California 
Trails Association so this inspiring 
history can be preserved for future 
generations.

An American legacy isat risk. The 
historic trails crossed by pioneers, 
gold rushers, adventurers,families 
-  people in pursuit of a better life 
in the West -  are under constant 
threat from development including 
energy-related projects. Many miles 
of wagon ruts and swales still exist in 
silent testimony to those hardy souls 
who built the nation as we know it 
today.

Join OCTA and get involved. You can 
donate to the Save the Trail cause. 
Your donation will help fund important 
trail preservation work. You can also 
donate to OCTA Specialty Funds for 
Endowment, Preservation, and Legal

Defense of the historic trails. The 
Oregon-California Trails Association is 
a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.

You can also establish a memorial. 
Funds set up as a remembrance for a 
family member or friend can further 
their interest in perpetuity. Memorial 
contributions to OCTA can be sent 
directly to OCTA headquarters or 
through the NetworkforGood. When 
you join OCTA you will also learn about 
all the opportunities to participate in 
trail preservation activities. If joining 
is not your cup of tea and you'd just 
like to keep up with what's happening 
with the trails let us know and tell us a 
little about yourself.

Support the preservation work of the 
Oregon-California Trails Association 
on behalf of the National Historic 
Trails. Go to: www.octa-trails.org 
or call usat(816)252-2276 for more 
information
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John Butterfield, who planned the "all weather" Southern Route of the 
Butterfield Overland mail route, said:

"Remember boys, nothing on God's Earth must stop the U.S. Mail."

Starting in 1858 from St. Louis and Memphis, and then on to San Francis-
co, the Butterfield Overland Stagecoach route (the Oxbow Route), went 
southwest across Missouri, Arkansas, Oklahoma and Texas to El Paso, then 
headed west across New Mexico and Arizona to Los Angeles, before turning 
north to San Francisco.

Waterman I. Ormsby, a special correspondent for the New York Herald, who 
was the only through passenger on the first westbound Butterfield stage 
that arrived in San Francisco on October 12,1858, wrote:

"Here I am in San Francisco, having made the passage from the St. Louis 
post office in twenty-three days, twenty-three hours and a half, just 
one day and half hour less than the time required by the Overland Stage 
Company's contract with the Post Office Department. The journey has 
by no means been as fatiguing to me as might be expected by a contin-
uous ride of such duration, for I feel almost fresh enough to undertake 
it again."

The year-round Butterfield line employed 100 stages for the route...includ-
ing 24 Concord stagecoaches from Tipton, Missouri to Fort Smith, Arkan-
sas, and in California from Los Angeles to San Francisco. Lighter "Celerity" 
coaches were used for the long 1,826-mile route across the plains, desert, 
and mountains of the Southwest from Fort Smith to Los Angeles.

At the advent of the Civil War, Butterfield's stagecoach mail service on the 
Oxbow Route was cancelled and soon Wells Fargo stagecoaches went north 
and became the central Overland Trail Route to California's Gold Country.

W E L C O M E  T O  T H E

BUTTERFIELD  
OVERLAND TRAIL



Courtesy o f L ittle Rock Convention & Visitors Bureau

This brought us to breakfast time on Saturday morning, at Callahan's, 
but about twelve miles from Fayetteville, Arkansas, very near the border 
line. Here we found Mr. Crocker, the superintendent of the line between 
St. Louis and Memphis and Fort Smith, Arkansas, where two mails 
converge and proceed together. We greased our wagon, changed horses, 
and got some breakfast -  all in an incredibly short space of time -  after 
which we set out for Fayetteville.

The mountains abound in splendid white oak timber. As the road winds 
along the ridges you are afforded most magnificent views of the surround-
ing hills and valleys -  especially in the winter. And I can only say that our 
mountain views in the Highlands of the Hudson are but children's toys in 
comparison with these vast works of nature.

DIVISION ROUTE MILES HOURS

Division 1 San Francisco to Los Angeles 462 80

Division 2 Los Angeles to Fort Yuma 282 72.20

Division 3 Fort Yuma to Tucson 280 71.45

Division 4 Tucson to Franklin Mountains(EI Paso) 360 82

Division 5 Franklin Mountains to Fort Chadbourne 458 126.30

Division 6 Fort Chadbourne to Colbert's Ferry 2821/2 65.25

Division 7 Colbert's Ferry to Fort Smith 192 38

Division 8 Fort Smith to Tipton 318 V* 48.55

Division 9 Tipton to St. Louis by Railroad 160 11.40

The most direct route to El Paso 
would be from this point along 
the thirty-second parallel, but the 
much-dreaded Llano Estacado, or 
Staked Plains, interposes its wa-
terless barrenness, and our course 
must still be in southwesterly 
direction to the head of the Concho 
River, a tributary of the little Colo-
rado, and thence to the "Horsehead 
Crossing" of the Pecos River.

Courtesy of Little Rock Convention & Visitors Bureau

Our next stop was at Smith's station, 
twenty-three miles from Clear Fork, 
on the banks of a small creek. Our 
supper consisted of cake cooked in 
the coals, clear coffee, and some 
dried beef cooked in Mrs. Smith's 
best style. We changed horses or 
mules and swallowed supper in 
double quick time and were soon on 
our way again.

Our road lay through a valley in the southwest corner of San Bernardi-
no County having the San Bernardino Mountains on the east and the 
coast range on the west. The land is rich and could produce everything, 
but it lies almost uncultivated, being used principally for grazing. 

Fifteen miles from the last station we cross the Kern River, which emp-
ties into the Tulare Lake. We are now in a vast plain, through which our 
road runs tor one nundrea miies, crossing a series of rivers and creeks 
which empty into the Tulare Lake. The Kern River is a rapid running 
stream and has to be crossed on boats.

As we neared the city, we met 
milkmen and pleasure seekers 
taking their morning rides, looking 
on with wonderment as we rattled 
along at a tearing pace. Swiftly we 
whirled up one street and down 
another, and round the corners, 
until finally we drew up at the 
stage office in front of the Plaza, 
our driver giving a shrill blast of his 
horn and a flourish of triumph for 
the arrival of the first overland mail in San Francisco from St. Louis.

The vast fertile lands, the romantic 
mountain passes, the large 
streams, and even the luxuriance 
of animal and vegetable life on the 
deserts, will attract the attention 
of the intelligent and give to the 
route a varied interest which a 
sea voyage does not and cannot 
possess."

Courtesy o f L ittle  Rock Convention & Visitors Bureau

T H E  H I S T O R I C  
S A N  A N T O N I O  -  
S A N  D I E G O  M A I L  L I N E
The San Antonio -  San Diego Mail 
Line was the earliest overland stage 
and mail operation from the Eastern 
United States to California and was 
created by James E. Birch, head of 
the California Stage Company. The 
route was also known as the Jack-
ass Mail route because mules were 
used for the mule trains and stages

starting out from San Antonio. On 
July 9,1857, the first mail left San 
Antonio and was delivered to San 
Diego in 53 days. Then on Septem-
ber 20,1858, the Butterfield Over-
land Mail Company took control of 
the route and operated its stage line 
utilizing the 87 watering places and

stage stations established by James 
Birch and Isaiah Woods. This import-
ant mail route became known as"The 
Southern Route" and was designated 
Route 8076, connecting California to 
the rest of the nation.

T H E  D I V I S I O N S  OF T H E  B U T T E R F I E L D  O Y E R L A N D  M A I L  
R O U T E  I N C L U D E D :

All observations taken from Water-
man I. Ormsby, Reporter, New York 
Herald, the only through passenger 
on the first Westbound Stage

"At Tipton, Moniteau County, Mo., the 
end of the Pacific Railroad, the bags 
are first placed on the coaches of 
the Overland Mail Company. We 
left St. Louis this morning, at eight 
o'clock, and are to leave Tipton at 
six p.m. Thus far we are up to time.
I shall mail you this at Tipton and 
after that will write as the journey 
will permit. If I can write in the 
wagons with not less convenience 
than I have written this in the cars, 
you will hear from me regularly.

We may now be said to have commenced the difficulties of the journey 
through the great plains or waterless deserts of Texas and mountains 
of New Mexico and California; while the grandest spectacles of our 
journey are yet to be seen and described, with the assurance that we 
are safely at Tucson, Arizona, just beyond the Pinaleno Mountains.

The only sleep I have had since 
last Thursday morning has been 
snatched in the wagons, on roads 
which out-Connecticut Connecticut. 
Yet the new scenes which constant-
ly meet the view, the variegated 
aspect of the country, the curious 
characters to be met, and the 
novelty of roughing it overland, are,
I think, quite a recompense for any 
slight inconvenience which may be 
experienced.

T H E  B U T T E R F I E L D  O V E H L A N D  T R A I L _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
The Butterfield Overland Trail mail and passenger service was authorized 
on September 15,1858. St. Louis and Memphis were its eastern rail terminals 
with stages heading southwest to its western terminals in Los Angeles 
and San Francisco. The route not only delivered the mail but also became a 
major southern emigrant trail to the West. The most visible trail ruts on the 
Southern Overland Corridor are those of the Butterfield Overland Trail.

The route was developed in two sections: the 462-mile route from San 
Francisco to Los Angeles and the 2,333-mile portion for the rest of the route 
to St. Louis. The hardest task in laying out the 2,795-mile route was the vast, 
undeveloped lands east of Los Angeles which included desert lands along 
the Mexican border. The trail then looped northeast from El Paso across 
Texas to Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Missouri to St. Louis. President James 
Buchanan in his congratulatory telegram to John Butterfield noted that 
increased emigration would be the result of this new, improved trail.

Our road lay through some delightful oak groves - a  most decided 
improvement on the desert -  while the cool, delicious springs of water 
were more acceptable. The stations through these valleys of Buena 
Vista, Hall’s Oak Grove, Swango(Aguana), Laguna, and Temecula are all 
at convenient distances, and the accommodations excellent, and the 
road is lined with prosperous ranches. Through San Diego County the 
verdure was quite luxuriant, owing to the recent rains.



A S  WATERMAN ORMSBY WROTE,
m \  traveling by stagecoach across the Great Southwest was a grand adventure:

To m any Americans w ho  travel for pleasure this route will 
be a favorite ...they can travel by com fortable stages, stopping 
at such in teresting points as they m ay choose for rest, and 
enjoying m any opportunities for view ing the beautiful, the 
w onderfu l, and the sublime products o f nature , w hich are 
well disposed along the entire distance.

His words are even more true today. We can travel across th is amazing land in the com fort 

and convenience of c lim ate-contro lled vehicles tha t are d ig ita lly  connected to GPS and 

inform ation networks.

Boston Mountains and into the Arkan-
sas River Basin in beautifully restored 
antique passenger and parlor coaches.
Or take to the skies and enjoy a bird's-eye 
view of the Ozarks on a helicopter tour 
with Fly ARH. Discover the secrets of 
the natural world at the Ozark Highlands 
Nature Center, a must-visit for nature 
lovers. Mountain bikers will find thrills 
on Fitzgerald Mountain, with 11 miles of 
scenic trails ranging from kid-friendly 
routes to heart-pounding double black 
diamond runs. Sports fans can catch the 
Northwest Arkansas Naturals at Arvest 
Ballpark, experience the excitement of the 
Rodeo of the Ozarks at Parsons Stadium, 
or enjoy year-round recreation at The 
Jones Center, the Midwest's premier 
family fun and meeting destination. And 
of course, no trip is complete without 
sampling the area's delicious dining and 
scenic vineyards. For more information, 
visit: exptorespringdate.com .

World Peace Fountain, a 10 ft. diameter 
bronze sphere fountain that has "May 
Peace Prevail on Earth" sculpted in over 
100 languages. Theatre Squared features 
locally produced, nationally acclaimed 
productions in an award-winning building. 
Just down the block, Walton Arts Center 
features Broadway shows and visual arts 
exhibitions. Nearby Devil's Den State Park 
has plenty of hiking trails, waterfalls, and 
scenic overlooks. The Botanical Garden of 
the Ozarks features acres of blooms and 
the only Butterfly House in Arkansas. For 
family fun, visit the Arkansas Air & Military 
Museum, where you can see historic 
aircraft up close and personal. Visit Mount 
Sequoyah to tour art galleries and savor the 
sunset from high above the city. For more 
information and a calendar of events in Fay-
etteville, go to experiencefoyetteville.com .

Presidential Library and Museum highlights 
the political career of the 42nd president 
and includes exact replicas of the White 
House's Oval Office and Cabinet Room. The 
Museum of Discovery Donald W. Reynolds 
Science Center is Arkansas' premier 
science center and features 90 hands-on 
exhibits. Visitors can't miss the Arkansas 
Museum of Fine Arts, ESSE Purse Museum, 
end the Big Dam Bridge, North America's 
longest pedestrian- and bicycle-intended 
bridge. Visit: little ro ck .com .

must-see attractions. Enjoy outdoor fun at 
Ben Geren Regional Park and scenic hikes 
and drives through nearby state parks 
like Lake Fort Smith State Park, Devil’s 
Den State Park, and Mount Magazine! Fort 
Smith also serves up big flavor, with local 
favorites offering everything from Southern 
comfort food to international cuisine. As 
the sun sets, unwind with live music at 
breweries, restaurants, and venues that 
bring the city's vibrant culture to life. Reaay 
to explore? Visit: DiscoverFortSm ith.com .

and art exhibits, and the Bentonville 
Historical Museum presents Bentonville's 
unique history. You can also explore 
the Peel Museum and Botanical Gardens 
and The Momentary, adjacent to Crystal 
Bridges, offering a vibrant contemporary 
art space with an exceptional live music 
scene. Go to: vis itben tonville .com .

life America's craft heritage. Silver Dollar 
City's White Water park features 13 acres 
for cool, splashing fun.

T k l a h d m a
O St. Louis» 1-70 and 1-44. Many 
Butterfield Overland Stage customers 
would come to St. Louis by riverboat 
before taking a stage to Tipton and 
beginning their western adventures. 
Today's visitors can learn all about the 
"Gateway to the West" at the Gateway 
Arch National Park.

Q  Branson® US 65 and 76.76 Country 
Boulevard is lined with theaters offering 
live performances with a mix of music, 
magic and endless excitement. Dolly 
Parton's Stampede is a fun-filled family 
dinner theater with a cast of 32 horses, 
trick riders, music and country-style 
food. Shepherd of the Hills features 
inspiring live performances, dining and 
outdoor recreation. Track Family Fun 
Parks has three high-rise tracks, bumper 
boats, mini golf, laser tag and more. 
Bigfoot Fun Park offers themed mini golf, 
an arcade, and immersive escape rooms. 
Other great attractions include the 
Hollywood Wax Museum, Ancient Ozarks 
Natural History Museum, Promised 
Land Zoo and the Showboat Branson 
Belle paddlewheel riverboat. For m ore  
in fo rm a tio n  on M issouri com m unities, 
museum s, and a ttra c tio n s  lo ca te d  on o r 
near the B u tte rfie ld  Overland Trail, go to: 
VisitMo.com.

folZOHA
©  Willcox® 1-10. The Chiricahua National 
Monument features 17-miles of day-use 
trails to awe-inspiring rock pinnacles 
and diverse wildlife. The Butterfield Trail 
passed through Fort Bowie National Histor- 
ic^ite. Visitors can learn about the conflict 
in the late 1800s between the U.S. Army and 
the Chiricahua Apaches at the visitor center.

©  Tucson* 1-10 and 1-19. Explore a unique 
blend of Mexican, Spanish Colonial, Wild 
West, and even modern aerospace history 
in Arizona's second-largest city. Visitors 
can follow the Anza Trail south along 1-19 to 
discover Tubac Presidio State Historic Park 
and the beautiful Mission San Zavier del 
Bac, built in the 1700's by Spanish 
missionaries.

©  Phoenix® 1-10 and 1-17. Arizona's capital 
city is a showcase of modern art, ancient 
culture, and vibrant nightlife. The world-re-
nowned Heard Museum showcases Native 
American culture and art and has live 
performances. Half a mile south, explore an 
extensive collection of classic and contem-
porary art at the Phoenix Art Museum, or go 
north to see over 8,000 instruments from 
around the world at the Musical Instrument 
Museum. In nearby Scottsdale, Old West 
history is displayed at Western Spirit: 
Scottsdale's Museum of the West.

©  Yuma» 1-10. Yuma is a great destination 
for those seeking sunny, outdoor adven-
tures. Yuma’s unique Western heritage 
is on display at the Colorado River State 
Historic Site that once served as the U.S. 
Army Quartermaster Depot from 1864 to 
1884 for all southwestern military posts.
The beautiful 10-acre park includes five 
buildings from the depot's earliest days, 
and the Yuma Territorial Prison State Park 
is a fun stop for both western history buffs 
and ghost hunters.

O  Rogers® On 1-49. Rogers offers to-
day's trail travelers memorable museums 
and trendy shopping and dining experi-
ences surrounded by breath-taking Ozark 
scenery and historic sites. Favorite local 
museums in the area include the Daisy 
Airgun Museum, the Rogers Historical 
Museum and the Shiloh Museum of Ozark 
History. The inspiring Crystal Bridges 
Museum of American Art combines art 
and architecture with the natural beauty 
of nature trails. The nearby Pea Ridge Na-
tional Military Park is the nation's largest 
intact Civil War Battlefield, while Beaver 
Lake offers wonderous sights including 
Hobbs State Park, War Eagle Mill and 
War Eagle Cavern. Families will enjoy the 
splash fun at the Rogers Aquatics Center. 
Shoppers can choose from the brick-lined 
streets of Historic Downtown Rogers with 
its gourmet restaurants and charming 
boutiques, or Pinnacle Hills Promenade, 
the area's top destination shopping center 
featuring Blue Zoo Aquarium, Dave 8 
Buster's, and Arkansas' only LEGO Store. 
Dig into local culinary traditions from 
renowned chefs at Yeyo's Taqueria y Mez- 
caleria, Tusk & Trotter, and Wright's BBQ, 
then dig live music and entertainment at 
the Walmart AMP, The Music Depot and 
Live at the Butterfield Stage. It All Starts 
With A Visit, go to: DestinationR ogers.com .

Courtesy of Little Rock Convention & Visitors Bureau 

©  Little Rock® Located in the heart of 
Arkansas, scenic Riverfront Park includes 
the city's namesake La Petite Roche ("The 
Little Rock"), Ottenheimer River Market 
Hall, Vogel Schwartz Sculpture Garden, 
and First Security Amphitheater. The Riv-
er Market Entertainment District features 
a variety of restaurants, hot local bars, 
and unique shops. Little Rock Central 
High School National Historic Site honors 
the Little Rock Nine, nine Black children 
who desegregated the all-white school in 
1957. It is on the U.S. Civil Rights Trail. The 
Arkansas State Capitol showcases Arkan-
sas granite, six bronze doors, and three 
Tiffany's chandeliers. The grounds include 
the inspiring "Testament" Civil Rights 
sculpture and military memorials. Historic 
Arkansas Museum celebrates the state's 
rich heritage with preserved frontier 
buildings, galleries of crafts, and living 
history actors. The William J. Clinton

Stagecoach trail that once carried mail 
across the country and transported miners 
during the gold rush.©  The Choctaw Nation® On US 69 and 75.

Travel the historic Butterfield Overland 
Trail through Choctaw Country along 
U.S. Highways 69 and 75 in southeast 
Oklahoma-where culture, nature, and 
history converge. Begin your journey at the 
Choctaw Cultural Center in Durant. This 
100,000-square-foot destination brings to 
life the 14,000-year story of the Choctaw 
people through immersive exhibits, a Living 
Village, theater, classrooms, and a cafe-
honoring the Chahta spirit of faith, family, 
and culture. Outdoor adventures abound 
with eight scenic state parks. Beavers 
Bend State Park features hiking, boating, 
and horseback riding at beautiful Broken 
Bow Lake. Talimena State Park opens the 
v/ay to the 54-mile Talimena National Scenic 
Byway, known for its breathtaking vistas. 
Robbers Cave State Park, once a hideout 
for outlaws like Jesse James, invites 
exploration through rugged terrain and 
sandstone caves. In Atoka, don't miss Reba's 
Place, country music legend Reba McEntire's 
signature restaurant, combining Southern 
cuisine, live music, and boutique shopping. 
Choctaw Country also offers outstanding 
mountain biking trails and world-class 
entertainment at four Choctaw Casino & 
Fiesort properties in Durant, Grant, Pocola, 
end Broken Bow. Plan your cultural escape 
or outdoor getaway at choctawcountry.com .

©  Fort Smith® 1-540,1-40, and 1-49.
On the Butterfield Overland Trail and the 
Beale Wagon Road. Start your journey at 
the brand-new Fort Smith Visitor Center, 
located at 524 Garrison Avenue. Grab 
information on the most popular places 
to visit (and the hidden gems you won't 
want to miss). Head to Miss Laura's Brothel 
Museum, a restored Victorian bordello 
with a unique introduction to the city's 
colorful past. Step into history at the Fort 
Smith National Historic Site, where you 
can explore Judge Parker's courtroom, 
19th-century barracks, and sites tied to the 
Trail of Tears. Explore the award-winning 
Fort Smith Museum of History, Arkansas's 
oldest operating museum, as it brings the 
city's story to life through engaging exhib-
its. Discover the national story of justice 
and heroism at the nationally acclaimed 
U.S. Marshals Museum, one of Fort Smith's

©  Abilene® On 1-20, US 83, and US 277. 
Visitors to Frontier Texas! can experience 
the Texas frontier between 1780-1880 with 
exhibits that portray the chaos of a buffalo 
stampede, a deadly card game, Buffalo 
hunters, Comanche warriors, explorers, 
and pioneers. Frontier Texas! also features 
the Abilene and Forts Trail Visitor Center 
with free visitor information and a General 
Store with Texas-themed gifts. The Texas 
Forts Trail includes six historic frontier forts 
in the area, including Fort Phantom Hill, 
built in 1851 where today's visitors can feel 
like they are stepping back in time as they 
stroll the ghostly remains of three original 
buildings, more than a dozen chimneys, 
and the remains of other fort buildings. The 
12th Armored Division Memorial Museum 
provides the dramatic perspective of World 
War II from the men who helped liberate the 
concentration camps. The Grace Museum is 
housed in the historic Grace Hotel building 
that today features the best of Texas 
art past, present, and future. The Grace 
Museum is one of 24 stops on Abilene's 
Historical Downtown Walking Tour. Abilene 
is also the Storybook Capital of America® 
where visitors can enjoy the largest public 
collection of storybook characters in the 
country including at the Adamson-Spalding 
Storybook Garden. Visitors can also enjoy 
outdoor recreation at Abilene State Park 
and at many city parks that include cool 
splash pads for kids. Abilene has plenty 
of award-winning great restaurants and a 
Texas-sized selection of cuisine to choose 
from. Go to: ab ilenevis itors.com .

©  Fort Stockton® On 1-10. The Fort Stock- 
ton Visitor Center is a great place to start 
your visit and get directions The center fea-
tures a miniature replica of the Comanche 
Springs, train caboose, pump jack, and met-
al silhouettes of cowboys. Visitors get a feel 
for the Wild West days at the Annie Riggs 
Memorial Museum and can experience the 
Old West at Historic Fort Stockton.

©  Fayetteville® 1-49. Home to the Uni-
versity of Arkansas, Fayetteville is infused 
with the energy of a college town. Walk or 
bike the Lake Fayetteville Trail, where you 
can still see the original trace traveled 
by the Butterfield stages. Splash in an 
interactive fountain near a sculpture of a 
stagecoach at Gulley Park. Nestled in the 
Ozark Mountains and surrounded by state 
parks, national forests and pristine wa-
ters for fishing and floating, Fayetteville 
is a nature-lover's dream. Fayetteville's 
downtown has always been known as the 
region's entertainment capital, thanks 
to live-music venues, restaurants, bars 
and theaters throughout Dickson Street 
and the Historic Downtown Square. While 
you're visiting the square, stop by the

©  San Bernardino County -  Calico Ghost 
Town Regional Park® Located just east of 
the Barstow junction at 1-15 and 1-40 in 
Yermo, Calif. At Calico Ghost Town visitors 
can feel like they are in the days of the Old 
Wild West. This historical landmark silver 
mining town has been restored to its 1880s 
boomtown beginnings with a few original 
buildings, mining artifacts, shops & restau-
rants, hiking, off-roading and camping. Our 
annual events include California Days, Cal-
ico Days and Ghost Haunt, and compliment 
the RV experience with full hookups and 
reptal cabins. In San Bernardino County, 
visitors can also take the Rim of the World 
Scenic Byway to "the Alps of Southern Cali-
fornia" and San Bernardino National Forest. 
The Byway encompasses parts of Highways 
138,18 and 38, connecting popular forest 
attractions including Big Bear Lake, Lake 
Arrowhead, Lake Gregory Regional Park, 
and Cajon Pass. The California Theatre of 
the Performing Arts is a restored 1920s 
vaudeville and movie palace that today 
presents plays, musicals, and concerts by 
the San Bernardino Symphony. The San 
Bernardino History and Railroad Museum 
is housed in the 1918 Santa Fe Depot and 
includes a 1910 recreated railroad station 
with many historic artifacts. The Original 
McDonald's Site and Museum displays 
one of the world's largest collections of 
McDonald's memorabilia, merchandise, and 
souvenirs. Joshua Tree National Park is 
just a one-and-a-half-hour drive east from 
San Bernardino. Nearby, Black Rock Canyon 
offers campsite reservations and scenic 
hiking trails. The San Bernardino County 
Museum, in Redlands, is a regional museum 
with exhibits and collections in cultural and 
natural history for all ages. Tour the Victor 
Valley Museum in Apple Valley and discover 
exhibits about the cultural and natural 
heritage of the High Desert.

©  Jefferson City® US 54, US 63 and
US 50. An imposing statue of Thomas 
Jefferson is located outside the Missouri 
State Capitol. Nearby at Trailhead Plaza 
are statues of Lewis and Clark. Inside 
the capitol is the Missouri State Museum 
and a Thomas Hart Benton mural.

©  Tipton® US 50. The northern launch 
point for the Butterfield Overland 
Stagecoach. Visitors can step back 
in time at the Maclay Home, which 
served as a Union Army headquarters 
for General John C. Fremont during the 
Civil War.

©  Bentonville® On 1-49, Bentonville 
is home to world-class museums, 
outstanding mountain biking, and 
unmatched scenic beauty. Often called 
the Mountain Biking Capital of the World, 
Bentonville has an extensive network 
of 70 miles of trails that are connected 
to 400 miles of biking trails throughout 
Northwest Arkansas. Crystal Bridges 
Museum of American Art, with free ad-
mission, offers an extensive art collec-
tion spanning centuries, housed inside 
stunning architecture by Moshe Safdie. 
The 134-acre campus includes nature 
trails, gardens, a browsable library, 
and a Frank Lloyd Wright house on its 
grounds. The Walmart Museum, housed 
in the original Walton 5 8,10, presents the 
story of Walmart's humble beginnings 
and growth into the world's largest 
retailer. The 21c Museum Hotel combines 
boutique accommodations with contem-
porary art galleries presenting rotating 
exhibits and installations. The 8th Street 
Market is an innovative food hub where 
creativity supports local farmers. Other 
nearby attractions include the Scott 
Family Amazeum for interactive science

Visit pa rks.sbcounty.gov fo r m ore in fo rm a -
tion  a b o u t a ll o f  San B ern a rd in o  County's 
Regional Porks, its  fish in g  a c tiv it ie s  
an d  cam p ing  am en ities . V is it m useum . 
sbcounty.gov fo r  m ore in fo rm a tio n  on the  
San B ern a rd in o  C ounty Museum.

sic legend Merle Haggard: the California 
Living Museum (Bakersfield Zoo), featur-
ing many endangered California animals 
and plants in natural settings: the Buena 
Vista Museum of Natural History 8 Sci-
ence where you can explore the world of 
fossils and dinosaurs, and the Bakersfield 
Museum of Art, where a diverse variety of 
paintings and sculpture by California and 
international artists await you. Visitors 
can enjoy the all-American Bakersfield 
Sound at Buck Owens' Crystal Palace 
featuring the country music star's mem-
orabilia, a restaurant, and a live country 
music performance theater where top 
acts perform today. Other dining choices 
in the city include the largest collection 
of Basque restaurants in the nation, sev-
en eateries that Guy Fieri featured on his 
"Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives," and many 
others regularly noted in the national 
food press. And work off that genuine 
grub with our many outdoor choices, 
such as the Kern River Parkway Trail with 
more than 30 miles of scenic bike trails 
and whitewater rafting tours on the Kern 
River. Go to: vis itbake rs fie ld .com

©  Springfield® US 65 and 1-44. The 
History Museum on the Square features 
six main galleries, located in the histor-
ic downtown area.

©  San Antonio® At the crossroads of 1-35 
end 1-10. The Alamo Mission founded in 1718 
v/as the site of the 1836 Texas Revolution.
A short walk leads to the San Antonio River 
Walk, a 15-mile urban waterway surrounded 
ty  great restaurants, historic districts 
end great shopping The Briscoe Museum 
cf Western Art houses art and artifacts 
reflecting the history of the American 
West. The Witte Museum is dedicated to 
telling the stories of Texas from prehistory 
to the present.

©  Fort Worth® At the crossroads of I-35W 
£ nd 1-20. Just off the Butterfield Overland 
v/ith the twice-daily longhorn cattle drive 
1 rail route. The American West comes alive 
cown the streets of Fort Worth's National 
f istoric Stockyards District.

©  Springdale® On 1-49 and US 412.
A great place to kick off your visit is 
Downtown Springdale, where the streets 
come alive with artists, craftspeople, 
antique enthusiasts, baristas, and 
brewers who live and thrive here. Step 
back into the early days of the Ozarks at 
the Shiloh Museum of Ozark History, home 
to six historic buildings with exhibits 
highlighting the people who shaped 
Northwest Arkansas. History buffs can 
also explore two remarkably preserved 
Civil War battlefields just minutes away. 
Hop aboard the Arkansas and Missouri 
Railroad for an unforgettable ride over the

f £) Bakersfield® Off 1-5 and on CA 99, 58 
and 178. Belly up to the bar and sample 
the local brews on tap on the Bakersfield 
Brewery Trail, where you will find their 
quality sets them apart from the national 
brands. Pose at some of Bakersfield's 
most unique spots when you explore the 
Bakersfield Selfie Trail, including the 
only shoe-shaped building in America 
with shoelaces. Explore the Bakersfield 
Museum Trail, a 15-mile route connecting 
the city's four main museums: the Kern 
County Museum where you can visit the 
restored childhood home of country mu-

tALlFOHHIA
©  Silver Dollar City® US 76/265. See 
an authentic Concord Stagecoach that 
once traversed the Butterfield Trail. For 
train buffs, nothing beats a ride on the 
Frisco Silver Dollar Line Steam Train. 
Silver Dollar City features over 40 mem-
orable, thrilling rides for kids of all ages 
and sits atop Marvel Cave, Missouri's 
deepest cavern. The park showcases 
100 resident craftsmen who bring to

©  Temecula Valley® Off 1-15 and US 79.
Just a short distance from Los Angeles 
and San Diego, Temecula Valley Southern 
California. The Temecula Valley Museum 
presents exhibits and displays portraying 
historic periods that shaped the history of 
the Temecula Valley including the coming 
of the stagecoach and railroad. Historic Vail 
Headquarters has preserved what we know 
as the only urban segment of the Butterfield

I f E w f f ix ic o __ ~
©  Las Cruces® on 1-10. The Mesilla Village 
Plaza is a well-preserved historic square 
surrounded by adobe buildings galleries, 
shops and restaurants
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