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E dw ard  C u rt is  pho tog ra ph e d  th e se  N ava jo  r id in g  e a s t in to  C anyon  de  C he lly  in 
th e  s u m m e r o f 1904 (right).

M u m m y Cave in C anyon  del M u e rto  (above) w a s  b u ilt b y  a n c ie n t P ueb loan  
Ind ians. T hey d e c o ra te d  th e  in te r io r  w a lls  w ith  w h ite  and pale  green  p laster.

The Canyons
A red-tailed hawk casts moving shadows on the sheer walls as 

it floats high above the canyon. A Navajo woman tends her 
corn on the canyon floor, surrounded by a cathedral of tower­
ing red cliffs. A family at Spider Rock Overlook marvels at the 

800-foot free-standing spire and the quilt of colors far below. 
For each, there is a different view. Yet, for all, the canyon is 

quiet—its silence challenged only by the call of a distant raven.

Archeological evidence shows that people have lived in these 
canyons for nearly 5,000 years—longer than anyone has lived 
uninterrupted anywhere on the Colorado Plateau. The first resi­
dents built no permanent homes, but remains of their camp­
sites and images etched or painted on the canyon walls tell us 
their stories. Later, people we call Basketmaker built household 
compounds, storage facilities, and social and ceremonial com­
plexes high on ledges in the walls of the canyons. They lived in 
small groups, hunted game, grew corn and beans, and created 
paintings on the walls that surrounded them. The ancient Pueb­
loan people followed. Predecessors of today’s Pueblo and Hopi 
Indians, they are often called Anasazi: a Navajo word meaning 
ancient enemy. These Puebloan people built the multi-storied 
villages, small household compounds, and kivas with decorat­
ed walls that dot the canyon alcoves and talus slopes. About 
700 years ago most of these people moved away, but a few of 
them remained in the canyons. Later, migrating Hopi Indians

and other tribes spent the summers hunting and farming here. 
Finally, at the end of a long journey, the Navajo arrived. They 
built homes in the canyon, learned new crafts and new ways 
of farming, and added their own designs to the walls of this 
ancient gallery.

The labyrinth called Canyon de Chelly (pronounced d’SHAY) 
is really several canyons, which include Canyon de Chelly and

The W in do w  in C anyon  de  C he lly  {no t v is ib le  fro m  th e  rim ) o ffe rs  sp e c ta c u la r ca n ­
yon  v iew s. N ava jo  s t i l l  live, fa rm , and  ra ise  sheep  here , as th e y  have fo r  centu ries .

Canyon del Muerto. At the mouth of the canyon the rock walls 
are only 30 feet high. Deeper into the canyons, to the east, the 
walls rise dramatically until they reach more than 1,000 feet 
above the floor. The cliffs rise straight up, overshadowing the 
streams, cottonwoods, and small farms below. It has taken 
about 2 million years and volumes of water to etch these stone 
paths through the layers of sandstone and igneous rock as the 
Defiance Plateau pushed its way upward. Today, the canyon 
still beckons us—with its towering stone monoliths and ledges 
bearing the open windows of ancient people.

Canyon de Chelly National Monument was established in 1931 
to preserve these canyons and their important record of human 
history. Embracing nearly 84,000 acres within the Navajo Res­
ervation, the monument is administered by the National Park 
Service. But, Tsegi—these rock canyons called Canyon de 
Chelly—belongs to Dine, the Navajo people.

People of the Canyon Through Time

Navajo of the Canyon Today

A rch a ic
2 5 0 0 -2 0 0  B.C.

Pueblo
7 5 0 -1 3 0 0

T h e  Long W alk
1 8 6 3 -1 8 6 8

Trading  Days
1 8 6 8 -1 9 2 5There are many ways to look a t the  human history of 

Canyon de Chelly. Archeologists and historians examine 

physical evidence—artifacts and w ritten accounts—to 

fSlace humans in a tim eline, a chronology that marks 

events on a calendar. To the Navajo and many American 

Indians, the passage of tim e is not important. Native his­

tories and the past are explained through traditional 

beliefs, stories, and images.

The e a r lie s t inh a b itan ts  
o f  th e se  canyons lived  in 
seasona l ca m p s ite s  lo c a ­
te d  in ro c k  sh e lte rs  in 
h idden  recesses. These 
sm a ll m o b ile  g roups 
used th e  lan d sca pe  in  a 
va rie ty  o f w ays. E m b ark ­
ing  on d a ily  h un ting  and 
g a th e rin g  expe d ition s , 
they tu v e ic u  fa m ilia l te r ­
r ito r ie s  on  th e  canyon 
f lo o r  and  up land  p la teau, 
w h ic h  w e re  connected  
b y  s te e p  tra ils . Inc ised  
im ag e s  on  s h e lte r w a lls  
o r b o u ld e rs  m ay have 
m a rked  th e  boundaries  
o f th e se  ranges.

B as ke tm ak er
200 B .C .-A .D . 750

A b o u t 2500 years  ago  a 
fu n d am e n ta l change 
o c c u rre d  in h o w  peop le  
live d  here . Ins tead  o f 
re ly ing  o n ly  on  hun ting  
and  g a th e rin g , a  g roup  
n o w  kn o w n  as B aske t- 
m a k e r began  th e  a rdu ­
ous p ro ce ss  o f lea rn in g  
h o w  to  fa rm . E a rly  fie ld s , 
lu c k e d  in to  p ro te c te d  
c o rn e rs  o f th e  canyon 
f lo o r  o r  on  th e  m esas, 
w ere  sm a ll and s u b je c t 
to  fa ilu re . O ver tim e , the  
a g r ic u ltu ra l s k ills  o f th e  
B a ske tm a ke r im proved  
and led  to  a co n s is te n t 
fo o d  supp ly . W ith  a g r i­
cu ltu re  as a fo u n da tio n , 
th e s e  peop le  becam e 
m ore  seden ta ry. They 
b u ilt  co m m u n itie s  o f d is ­
pe rsed  househo lds , large  
g rana ries , and  ru d im e n ­
ta ry  p u b lic  s tru c tu re s .

The d ispe rsed  ham le ts  o f 
th e  B a s ke tm a ke r gave 
w ay  a b o u t 1250 years  
a go  to  a n ew  k ind  o f s e t­
t le m e n t—th e  v illa ge . W hy 
th is  change  o c c u rre d  is 
unclear. P erhaps the  
ro c k  sh e lte r h ou se h o ld s  
beca m e  to o  c ro w d e d . 
P erhaps c o n f lic t, eve r 
p ie s e n i, fo rce d  th e  p e o ­
p le  to  band to g e th e r fo r  
de fense . A n o th e r p o s s i­
b il ity  is  th a t th e y  w an ted  
to  live c lose r to  th e ir  
a g r ic u ltu ra l fie ld s . F in ­
ally, it m ay have been 
s im p ly  a d es ire  to  o rg a ­
n ize  them se lves  in  new  
w a ys  and fo llo w  ideas 
in tro d u ce d  fro m  o th e r 
a reas o f th e  so u th w e s t.

fo u g h t over land and  th e  
an im a ls  g raz in g  u p o n  it.

The years o f S pan ish  and 
la te r M e x ican  c o n tro l o f 
w h a t is n o w  A rizon a  and 
N ew  M e x ico  cam e to  an 
end  in 1846. D uring  a 
re m arka b ly  s h o rt c a m ­
paign , a U.S. m ilita ry  
fo rce  u n d e r c o m m a n d  o f 
S tephen  W a tts  K earny 
su bd u e d  M ex ican  fo rc e s  
and  c la im e d  t i ie  ie n i iu iy  
fo r  th e  U n ited  S ta tes. 
Soon, K ea rny  o ffe re d  th e  
N ava jo  q u a lifie d  peace 
and fr ie n d s h ip  in  o rd e r to  
end  decades o f m u tua l 
ra id ing . Fo r th e  n e x t 17 
years  th is  a g reem ent 
w as  te s te d  b y  co n tin u e d  
c o n flic t, b roke n  p ro m is ­
es, and  n um erous e xp e ­
d it io n s  in to  th e  Navajo 
te rrito ry .

ga ined  du rin g  e a rlie r 
re con n a issa n ce  e x p e d i­
tio ns , C a rso n ’s fo rce  
en te red  C anyon  de 
C he lly  a t th e  fa r  eas te rn  
end  and p ushed  the  Nav­
a jo  to w a rd  th e  canyon  
m outh . A ll res is tan ce  
p roved  fu t i le  and  m o s t 
o f th e  N ava jo  w ere  k illed  
oi captured. Lalei that 
s p rin g  C a rso n ’s tro o p s  
re tu rne d  to  C anyon  de 
C he lly  and  c o m p le te d  its  
cam pa ign  o f d evas ta tion . 
They d es tro yed  th e  re ­
m a in ing  hogans, o rc h ­
a rds, and  sheep.

T h e  N ava jo  fa c e d  s ta rv a ­
t io n  a fte r  th e y  re tu rned  
fro m  F o rt Sum ner. Food 
d is tr ib u tio n  cente rs , 
su ch  as th e  one  e s ta b ­
lished  a t F o rt D efiance, 
he lped  so lve  th is  p ro b ­
lem . These ce n te rs  and  
p ra c tic e s  ta ke n  fro m  
S panish  and  M exican  
tra d e r:> p rov id e d  a m ode l 
fo r  the  tra d in g  p o s ts  in 
N ava jo  co un try .

As a re su lt, the  Navajo 
used C anyon de  C he lly  
as a re fuge , a fo rtre s s  
h idden  in th e  m ys te rio u s  
se rpen tine  canyons. The 
N ava jo  fo r tif ie d  tra ils  
w ith  s to n e  w a lls , found  
h id in g  p la ce s  in tire  h igh  
ro ck  she lte rs , and  s to c k ­
p iled  fo o d  and w a te r  a t 
c r it ic a l p o in ts  th ro u g h o u t 
th e  canyons . D esp ite  a ll 
o f th e se  p reca u tio ns , 
S panish, U te, and  U.S. 
m ilita ry  p a rtie s  p e n e tra t­
ed th e  de fenses  leav ing  
dea th  and  u n c e rta in ty  in 
th e ir  w ake . T h e  te s tim o ­
ny o f th e se  tim e s  ca n  be 
fo u n d  in  th e  tra d it io n a l 
h is to rie s  o f th e  N ava jo  
peop le , in  th e  a rc h e o ­
log ica l re m na n ts  o f th e  
ca nyo n ’s fo r t if ie d  p laces, 
and  in  ro ck  p a in tin gs  
th a t g ra p h ic a lly  narra te  
the  e ndu rance  o f th e  
Navajo.

T rad ing  p o s ts  becam e  a 
fo c a l p o in t fo r  Navajo 
c o m m u n itie s —a p lace  
w he re  N ava jo  m en and 
w om e n  excha n g ed  new s, 
d iscu sse d  p rob lem s, and 
tra d e d  rugs , jew e lry , and 
c ra fts  fo r  fo o d  a nd  o th e r 
s ta p le s . T raders e s ta b ­
lish e d  fo u r  p o s ts  near 
C anyon  de  C he lly. Two 
b u ilt by L o re n zo  H ubbell 
in  1886 and  1900 d id  n o t 
la s t long . F ragm en ts  o f 
C am ille  G a rc ia ’s  early- 
1900s p o s t su rv ived  in to  
th e  1960s a nd  are in c o r­
p o ra ted  in to  th e  H o liday  
Inn. Sam  D ay’s tra d in g  
p o s t, b u ilt in  1902 a t the  
m o u th  o f C anyon  de 
C helly, w a s  a  log  s tru c ­
tu re  m ore  than  60 fe e t 
long . It has  su rv ived  
m ore  or less  in ta c t and 
is  n o w  p a rt o f the  
T h u n de rb ird  L o d g e ’s 
ca fe te ria .

A b itte r, h u m ilia tin g  tr ia l 
aw a ite d  th e  N ava jo  w ho  
su rv ived  th e  o rdea l. 
Forced to  m a rch  m ore  
th a n  300 m ile s —c a lle d  
the  Long  W a lk —to  F o rt 
Sum ner, in  N ew  M e x ico  
te rr ito ry , sco res  perished  
fro m  th irs t, hunger, and 
fa tig u e . T h e ir years  o f 
in te rn m e n t a t F o rt S u m ­
n er w ere  no k inder. Poor 
fo o d , ina d e qu a te  shelte r, 
d isease , a nd  th e  une n d ­
ing  sense o f be ing  lo s t in 
a fo re ig n  p la ce  b ru ta l­
ized  th e  su rv ivo rs . F in ­
ally, a fte r  fo u r  ye a rs  o f 
sense less  inca rce ra tion , 
the  N ava jo  w ere  a llow ed  
to  re tu rn  hom e  in 1868 to  
beg in  th e  p ro ce ss  o f 
rebu ild ing  th e ir  lives  and 
th e ir  sp irit.

C anyon  de  C he lly  p ro v id ­
ed an  a b u n d an ce  o f fo o d  
fo r  th e se  f ir s t  se ttle rs . 
F ra g m en ta ry  a rc h e o lo g i­
ca l e v idence  revea ls  a 
d ie t r ich  in la rge  an im a ls  
such  a s  a n te lo p e  and 
m ore  th a n  40 typ e s  o f 
p la n ts . Th rough  c o u n t­
less fo ra g in g  tr ip s  these  
peop le  ga ined  a k n o w l­
e d g e ^  the  canyons th a t 
even tua lly  w ou ld  be used 
to  c u lt iv a te  a new  p lan t 
fro m  th e  so u th  —corn .

There  w ere  a dvan tages 
and  d isadvan tages to  
th is  new  w a y  o f life. V il­
lages o ffe red  o p p o rtu n i­
tie s  fo r  so c ia l in te ra c ­
t io n , trade , and  ce re m o ­
ny. B ut, v illages a lso  p ro ­
v ide d  a b reed ing  g round  
fo r  d isease , in te rn a l c o n ­
f l ic t ,  and the  overuse o f 
in ten se ly  fa rm e d  fie ld s . 
Fo r th e  nex t f ive  ce n ­
tu r ie s  these  P ueb loan  
p eo p le  expe rim e n ted  
w ith  v illa ge  life  and c re ­
a te d  a lan d sca pe  th a t 
w a s  usefu l a nd  sp iritua l.

In 1863, C o lone l K it 
C arson , u n d e r o rde rs  
fro m  th e  te r r ito r ia l c o m ­
m ander, began  a b ru ta l 
cam pa ign  a g a in s t th e  
N avajo. In th e  w in te r  o f 
1864, us ing  in fo rm a tio n

The  ro c k  p a in tin gs  o f th e  
B a ske tm a ke r illu s tra te  a 
revea ling  g lim p se  o f 
fa m ilie s , c o n flic t, death, 
ce rem ony, and re lig ion . 
C o llec tive ly , th e  ev idence 
s u g g e s ts  a s o c ie ty  o f 
e x te n de d  fa m ilie s  w o rk ­
ing  to g e th e r to  g ro w  and 
s to re  su rp lu s  fo o d , en­
g age  in  co m m un a l a c tiv i­
tie s , and  exp lo re  th e  vast 
m y s te rie s  o f life.

Navajo
1 7 0 0 -1 8 6 3

The  N avajo, an A thabas- 
k a n -sp e a k in g  peop le, 
ente red  C anyon  de 
C he lly  abo u t 300 years 
ago. P ushed so u th  and 
w e s t by a dve rsa ries , 
th e y  b ro u g h t d o m e s tic a t­
ed  a n im a ls  acqu ire d  
fro m  th e  S panish  and  a 
v igo ro u s  c u ltu re  te m p e r­
ed by c e n tu rie s  o f m iy ra ­
tio n  and  a d a p ta tio n . L ike  
th o se  befo re  them , th e  
N ava jo  used b o th  th e  
ca nyo n s  and  th e  up land  
p la teau  to  s u p p o rt a 
d ive rs ifie d  w ay  o f life.

C anyon de C he lly  Was 
kn ow n  th ro u g h o u t the  
re g io n  fo r  its  fin e  fie ld s  
o f c o rn  p la n te d  in  the  
sh im m e ring  sands o f the  
canyon  f lo o r  and  fo r  its  
o rcha rd s  fu ll o f d e le c ­
ta b le  peaches. S m a ll s e t­
tle m e n ts  o f th re e  to  as 
m any as  te n  h ogans  se t 
in ope ri c lea ring s  gave 
th e  landscape  a tra n q u il, 
p e rhaps  id y llic , qua lity .

T h is  tra n q u ility  w a s  s h a t­
te re d  in  th e  la te  1700s 
w hen  len g th y  w a rfa re  
e rup ted  be tw een  th e  
N avajo, o th e r A m erican  
Ind ians, and  th e  S panish  
c o lo n is ts  o f th e  R io 
G rande va lley. C h a ra c t­
e rized  by q u ic k  ra id s  and 
ce rta in  reprisa l, they

culture em erged from  
this land. The langu­
age often refers to 
the landscape, and 
the people identify 
themselves by this.

The elders are espe­
cially close to  the 
land. From their stew ­
ardship comes a set 
of ethics based on 
experience and tradi­
tion. Through their 
teachings, stories, 
and songs, the tradi­
tional information is 
sustained through the 
generations.

of life in Canyon de 
Chelly. Maintaining 
balance with M other 
Earth is key to  a har­
monious life. Each 
person’s welt-being 
contributes to  the 
health of the family 
and, ultimately, to  the 
community. It Is this 
perspective that has 
helped the Navajo 
people recover from  
the trauma of tf»e 
Long Walk. Canyon 
de Chelly, then akd 
now, is the epicenter 
of Navajo cu lture .^

The people who live 
here retain that spirit 
of their ancestors. 
Traditional beliefs are 
reflected in everyday 
life—in how the Nava­
jo care for their fam i­
lies, livestock, and 
homes, and in how  
plants are grown and 
collected for cerem o­
nial, medicinal, and 
traditional uses

portant for the health 
of the people to main­
tain traditions while 
adapting to changes 
in the physical world. 
Adhering to this belief 
m akes Dine a truly bi- 
cultural society. The 
Navajo people lean 
on traditions during 
tim es of contem po­
rary demands to help 
preserve their way of 
life. As a Navajo Nat­
ion leader once said, 
“W e will be like a rock 
a river has to go

White House fshown below) is not a Navajo structure. 

Built and occup|£d centuries ago by ancient Puebloan 

people, it is ndm etf'U r a  long w all in the  upper dwelling  

that is covered w ith  white plaster.

Within the four sacred 
mountains lies a can­
yon that cradles the 
history and culture of 
D ine—the Navajo 
people. To the outside 
world it is known as 
Canyon de Chelly. To 
the people who live 
here it is Tsegi (SAY- 
ih)—a physical and a 
spiritual home.

tant sounds of sheep 
bells, barking dogs, 
and children playing 
tell us that Dine still 
live here. Alfalfa and 
corn fields and small 
fruit orchards sur­
round the traditional 
log hogans on the 
canyon floor, weaving 
a tapestry of everyday 
life. To Dine the can­
yon means more than 
a sum mer home or a 
place to  raise sheep 
and corn. The Navajo

Dine are connected  
with the landscape of 
Tsegi, deriving mean­
ing, culture, and spiri­
tuality from the natur­
al features that sur­
round them. The land 
nourishes the people 
and is intrinsic to the 
activities of daily life.

The cycles of the sun, 
earth, and moon, and 
seasons, ceremonies, 
and generations are 
part of the continuity

The smell of wood 
smoke and the dis- Yet, Dine thrive on 

challenges and new  
experiences. In Dine 
philosophy, it is im-

Hopi
1 3 0 0 -1 6 0 0

The  end  o f P ueb loan  life  
in  th e  canyons cam e ab ­
ru p tly  a b o u t 700 years  
ago . P ro longed  d rough t, 
d isease , c o n flic t, and 
p os s ib ly  th e  a llu re  o f 
re lig io u s  ideas fro m  th e  
s o u th  led  th e  peop le  to  
abandon  C anyon  de 
C he lly  and  th e  su rro u n d ­
ing  dredb. Sectioning tor 
a  c o n s ta n t w a te r supp ly , 
th e y  m oved  s o u th  and 
w es t, h e lp ing  e s ta b lish  
v illa ge s  a long  th e  L ittle  
C o lo ra d o  R ive r and  a t 
th e  so u th e rn  t ip  o f  B lack  
M esa. In tim e ,-p eo p le  o f 
th e se  v illages  and  th e  
g ro u p s  fro m  th e  R io 
G rande  becam e  the  
H op i. D esp ite  the  traum a  
o f d is lo ca tio n , th e  H opi 
d e sc rib e  th e se  e ven ts  as 
p a rt o f a m ig ra to ry  cyc le  
ra th e r than  a ba n d o n ­
m ent. H op i tra d it io n a l 
h is to rie s , su p p o rte d  by 
a rche o log ica l rem ains, 
c h ro n ic le  seasona l fa rm ­
ing , r itu a l p ilg rim ages , 
and  o ccas io n a l leng thy  
s tays  in th e  canyons.
T h is  p a tte rn  c o n tin u e d  
u n til the  H opi e n c o u n -^ ^  
te re d  th e  N ava jo  in *  
C anyon de  C he lly  in  the  
la te  1600s o r  early  1700s.



Plants of Canyon de Chelly— Tseyi 'd$$'nanise'attaasei

Visitor Information

S u m a c  This shrub, 
also called lemonade 
berry plant, produces 
tart, sticky berries. Food: 
berries, sugar, and water 
make a beverage; dried 
berries mixed with corn- 
meal make a pudding. 
Other: dyes; fibers used in 
hoops and to weave water 
jugs and ceremonial bas­
kets (left).

Sagebrush
Ts'ah

Juniper
Gad

Prickly pear cactus 
Hoshniteeli

Prickly pear cactus
This sprawling cactus with 
flat, waxy pads (leaves) 
grows throughout canyon 
area. Flowers emerge
alnnn ton prtnoc nf naHp 
forming plump red fruit. 
Medicinal: peeled pads ’ 
reduce bleeding. Food:^> 
edible fruit and pads. 
Other: fruits make bright 
red and pink dyes, stems 
make glue.

Snakeweed 
Ch ildiilyesii yazhi

Narrowleaf yucca
Long, stiff leaves with 
sharp ends grow from a 
central clump. A single '  
stalk of white flowers 
reaches 4 feet Ceremon­
ial: soap from root cleans­
es hair; fibers used for 
weaving baskets. Other: 
dyes; edible fruit.

Yucca roo 
Talawosh

Snakeweed This short 
shrub has a dense halo of 
yellow flowers that bloom 
from July through Sept­
ember. Medicinal: heals 
cuts and bites. Cere­
monial: used to make 
purifying incense.

Juniper This evergreen 
tree grows to 25 feet. The 
blue, fleshy berries are its 
cones. Medicinal: re­
lieves headache and flu 
symptorns moni3 !.■
cleanses and purifies. 
Food: adds flavor, potas­
sium, and other minerals. 
Other: dried berries used 
to make necklaces.

Visiting Navajo Land
The Navajo Reservation observes daylight savings time, but the rest of 
Arizona and the Hopi Reservation do not. If you are traveling here dur­
ing that period, clocks on the Navajo Reservation will read one hour 
ahead of clocks off the Reservation, such as at the Grand Canyon. The 
Navajo Tribe has its own police department. Drive carefully and obey all 
speed limits. This is open range land; watch out for livestock on roads. 
Ask permission before photographing or drawing any people or their 
homes; a fee is usually expected. Be aware that this is private land. 
Hiking or driving off established roads is not recommended. Please 
respect the property rights of the Navajo Nation.

Take time to  enjoy this 
place o f magnificent 
beauty. You may tour 
the Rim Drives or hike 
the White House Trail 
on your own. You may 
also wish to  experience 
the canyon by taking a 
tour w ith an authorized 
Navajo guide.

Visitor Center
Here you will find infor­
mation about the park, 
exhibits about the his­
tory of the canyons, 
and a bookstore with 
maps and publications. 
A film is shown in Eng­
lish and in Navajo. The 
visitor center is open 
daily except December 
25. There is no ent­
rance fee.

Guided tours
Canyon tours are avail­
able through the Thun- 
derbird Lodge, a park 
concession. Private 
hiking, backcountry 
camping, horseback, 
and 4-wheel-drive vehi­

cle tours are available 
with authorized Navajo 
guides. Prices vary ac­
cording to  the variety, 
length, and difficulty of 
the trip. For more infor­
mation, check at the 
visitor center. Permits 
are required; onlyNPS  
authorized Navajo 
guides and NPS per­
sonnel are allowed to 
lead canyon tours.

W hite House Trail
This 2.5-m ile round trip 
trail is the only place 
where you may enter 
the canyon without a 
perm it or an authorized 
Navajo guide. Allow 2 
hours fo r the round-trip 
hike. You descend 500 
feet to the canyon 
floor, cross the Chinle 
Wash, and view the 
cliff dwellings. Chinle 
Wash may contain 
water during the spring 
snow m elt or rainy 
periods. Pit toilets are 
available at the bottom. 
There is no drinking

w ater—you must carry 
plenty of fresh water. 
Temperatures are cold 
in w inter and extremely 
hot in summer. Stay on 
the trail. Please respect 
the fragile environment 
and the privacy of the 
Navajo people. Do not 
enter dwellings or dis­
turb historical or natur­
al features.

Camping
Year-round camping is 
available in the park at 
Cottonwood Cam p­
ground on a first-com e, 
first-served basis. It 
has grills, tables, and 
restrooms. There are 
no showers or hook­
ups. Group sites are 
fo r tent campers only; 
reservations required.

Accommodations
Chinle has lodging, 
supplies, and a bank. 
Thunderbird Lodge, in 
the park, has lodging, 
food, and canyon truck 
tours.

North Rim Drive — 
34  miles round trip
Some of the most 
beautiful c liff dwellings 
and a Navajo historic 
landmark are along this 
drive. In addition to  the 
well-known dwellings, 
watch for small sites 
that do t the alcoves 
and blend in with the 
canyon walls.

■ Ledge Ruin has liv­
ing and storage areas, 
kivas, and a 2-story 
structure built more 
than 900 years ago by 
the ancient Puebloan 
people.

■ Antelope House 
Ruin is named for the 
illustrations of antelope 
attributed to Navajo 
artist Dibe Yazhi (Little 
Sheep) who lived here 
in the early 1800s. Ex­
cavated in the 1970s, 
th is ancient Puebloan 
village has an unusual

circular plaza built in 
the 12th century.

■ Navajo Fortress is a
historic landmark used 
as a refuge by early 
Navajos.

■ Mummy Cave Ruin,
one of the largest 
ancient Puebloan vil­
lages in Canyon de 
Chelly, was occupied 
from earliest times to 
about 1300. The east 
and west alcoves are 
comprised o f living and 
ceremonial rooms. The 
tow er complex resting 
on the central ledge 
was built in the 1280s 
by people who m igrat­
ed from Mesa Verde.

■ Massacre Cave re­
fers to the Navajo killed 
here in the w inter of 
1805 by a Spanish m ili­
tary expedition led by 
Antonio Narbona.
About 115 Navajo took 
shelter on the ledge 
above the canyon floor

and were discovered 
by Narbona’s men. A 
fight ensued, and shots 
fired from the rim killed 
all the people on the 
ledge.

South Rim Drive — 
37 miles round trip
This drive offers pan­
oramic views of the 
canyons, the Defiance 
Plateau, and the Chus- 
ka Mountains. Watch 
for changes in vegeta­
tion and geology as the 
elevation rises from 
5,500 feet at the visitor 
center to 7,000 feet at 
Spider Rock.

■ Tsegi Overlook
gives you a glance at 
the beautiful scenery 
and the Navajo farm ­
lands at the bottom  of 
the canyon.

■ Junction Overlook
has views o f Chinle 
Valley and the conflu­

ence of Canyon del 
Muerto and Canyon de 
Chelly

■ White House Ruin
was built by ancient 
Puebloan people and 
occupied around 1,000 
years ago. It is named 
for the long wall in the 
upper dwelling that is 
covered with white 
plaster. The 2.5 mile 
(roundtrip) White House 
Trail begins at this 
overlook.

■ Spider Rock is an
800-foot sandstone 
spire that rises from 
the canyon floor at the 
junction of Canyon de 
Chelly and Monument 
Canyon. From here you 
can see the volcanic 
core of Black Rock 
Butte and the Chuska 
Mountains on the hori­
zon.

For Your Safety
Be aware of these con­
ditions and regulations.
■ The canyons are 
deep and have steep, 
vertical w a lls—falls can 
be fatal. Use extreme 
caution at the canyon 
rims. Stay on estab­
lished trails and behind 
the protective walls. 
Keep control of your 
children and pets at all 
times. "W a tch  out for 
snakes, stinging in­
sects, and thorns. Do 
not put your hands or 
feet into any place that 
you cannot clearly see.
■ Pets iiius t be on a 
leash at all times; they 
are not allowed on the 
White House Trail o r in 
the canyon. ■ Thefts 
can occur wherever 
you travel. Lock your 
vehicle at overlooks. 
Secure valuables out of 
sight or take them with 
you. ■ Alcohol is pro­
hibited w ithin the park 
and on the Navajo 
Reservation. ■ All cu l­

tural and natural fea­
tures are protected by 
federal and tribal law. 
Collecting artifacts or 
disturbing archeologi­
cal sites is strictly for­
bidden. Do not pick or 
disturb plants; many 
are used by the Navajo 
people and grow in tra ­
ditional plant collecting 
areas. Do not damage 
or harass wildlife.

In an emergency, con­
tact a ranger or call 
911.

Information
Write; Canyon de 
Chelly National Mon­
ument, P.O. Box 588, 
Chinle, AZ 86503- 
0588. Call 520-674- 
5500. You can find 
more information at 
www.nps.gov/cach 
on the Internet.
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Sagebrush Silvery- <"i 
green leaves and a strong 
aroma distinguish this 
shrub. Medicinal: roots^Vjj 
leaves, and tassels used^J 
in healing remedies; te a J ji 
relieves stomach prob- 

lems. Food: flavoring. — 
» , Other: makes gold 

and yellow-green 
kvfi dyes. -a

Tradition says that H aashch’eeh d ine  e, the Holy people, create 
ed plants from the air, water, light, and soil to beautrty u ie  
and to provide for Dine, the Navajo people. The Navajdri^spfcct, 
plants as a perpetually renewing gift and as being conriebted.y 
with all things on Earth.

For centuries D ine  have raised crops and collected plants for 
food, medicines, dyes, and ceremonies. Traditional plant use 
continues today. Farmers plant corn in the canyon as their 
ancestors did before them. H ataa lli, chanters (medicine men 
and women), collect wild plants to/jse for medicines and cere­
monies. Here are a few of the plants you may see at Canyon 
de Chelly, along with some of their uses.

http://www.nps.gov/cach

