
WELCOME TO CANYON DE CHELLY NATIONAL MONUMENT

R egard less  of the  number of parks and monuments you may have v i s i t e d ,  you 
w i l l  f in d  Canyon de Chelly  d i f f e r e n t  in  many r e s p e c ts  from a l l  the  other- 
u n i t s  in  the  N a tiona l Park System.

The fo llow ing  "what to  do, see , and no t do" i s  provided f o r  your b e n e f i t  
and to  h e lp  make your t r i p  more e n jo y a b le .  I f  you wish more in fo rm ation , 
p lease  ask  a park  ra n g e r .

Canyon T rave l : F ed e ra l  r e g u la t io n s  s t r i c t l y  govern a l l  v i s i t o r  t r avel
w i th in  the  canyonsT A ll  v i s i t o r s  must be accompanied by a park ranger^or 
an  a u th o r iz e d  g u id e .  This r e g u la t i o n  i s  fo r  your s a f e ty  as w ell as fen 
the  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  th e  a rea  and the  p r iv acy  o f the  Navajo people who make 
th e  canyons t h e i r  homes.

H ik in g : The White House T r a i l  i s  th e  ONLY access  to  the  canyon f lo o r ^ th a t
i s  exempt from th e  above r e s t r i c t i o n .  This  i s  a s e l f - g u id in g  t r a i l  w itn  a 
s p e c i a l  gu idebook. The t r a i l  le av e s  from White House Overlook (described  
below) and i s  about 2 m iles  long , round t r i p .  For f u r t h e r  in form ation , 
in q u i r e  a t  the  Ranger S t a t i o n .

Canyon Rim Dt I v p • There a re  15 m ile s  o f  d i r t  road  along  the  south  rim of 
Canyon de C helly , w ith  f iv e  overlook  p o in ts  to  which you may d r iv e  your 
own c a r .  To reach  t h i s  road , con tinue  on to  the  end o f the  paved road, 
tu r n  l e f t  and fo llow  the  s ig n s .  P o in ts  o f  i n t e r e s t  a long  the d i iv e  are 
d e sc r ib e d  below. T urno ffs  a re  marked. A ll d is ta n c e  f ig u r e s  g iven  below 
are  as measured from th e  end o f the  pavement.

Sand Dunes (about 2 m ile s )  i s  an a re a  o f  sm all dunes of 
ve ry  f in e  sand .

J u n c t io n  Overlook (about 4- m i le s )  p rov ides  an e x c e l l e n t  view 
o f  the  ju n c t io n  o f  Canyon de Chelly  and d e l  Muerto.

White House Overlook (about 5 m ile s )  p re s e n ts  a view o f  White 
House Ruin in  th e  d i s t a n c e .  (See H iking, above .)

White Sands Overlook (about 9 m ile s )  o f f e r s  an e x c e p t io n a l  view 
o f  s e v e r a l  r u in s  and s t r i k i n g  scenery  o f  Canyon de C helly  and 
Wild Cherry Canyon.

S p ider Rock Cverlook (about 15 m ile s )  p re s e n ts  a remarkable 
view o f  Canyon de C helly  and Monument Canyon. The depth  of 
th e  canyons here  i s  g r e a t e r  th an  1,000 f e e t .  S p ide r  Rock .is 
a s p i r e  o f  rock  j u t t i n g  l i k e  a need le  800 f e e t  from the  canyon 
f l o o r .  P ic n ic  t a b l e s ,  f i r e p l a c e s ,  and res troom s a re  a v a i l a b l e .

Three Turkey Ruins Overlook (about 22 m ile s )  prov ides  an 
o u ts ta n d in g  view o f  th e  r u i n s .  This a re a  i s  a p a r t  o f  the 
Navajo T r ib a l  System, and th e  ru in s  a re  among the bes t  
p re se rv ed  in  th e  S o u th w es t .

Commercial T r ip s  in to  the  Canyons: The Thunderbird  Lodge, a p r iv a te
concession  lo c a te d  w i th in  th e  monument, of f e r s  h a l f -d a y  and f u l l - d a y  
t r i p s  up the  canyons in  s p e c ia l  v e h ic l e s .

Navajo G uides : A uthorized  Navajo gu ides  a re  a v a i l a b le ,  and they can a lso
provide r e n t a l  h o r s e s .

For f u r th e r  in fo rm atio n  and a s s i s t a n c e ,  t a l k  to  a park  ranger.
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