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Photos of the Week 
 
The fourth order Fresnel lens atop the Ocracoke Lighthouse was manufactured by 
Barbier et Cie. of Paris, France and was installed in 1899. In 2000, the Ocracoke 
Lighthouse was transferred from the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) to the National Park 
Service, but the USCG still owns and maintains the lens and light. See photos below. 
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Seashore Updates 
 

● To recreate responsibly, Cape Hatteras National Seashore encourages its 
visitors to follow CDC and local health guidance to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19 and follow Leave No Trace principles. 

○ Know before you go. Visit nps.gov/caha for park alerts and 
conditions. Make a plan, follow the 10 Essentials, and if you are sick, 
stay home. 

○ Keep your distance. Recreate with the people in your household. Give 
others plenty of room whether you are on a trail, at a boat launch, or in 
a parking lot. Follow the CDC social distancing guidelines for staying 
six feet away from others. 

○ Know your limits. Postpone challenging hikes or trying new activities 
while first responders, parks, and communities continue to concentrate 
on responding to the pandemic. 

○ Keep it with you. If you brought it, take it with you. Follow Leave No 
Trace principles. 

● Three out of four Seashore campgrounds are open. Due to significant rainfall 
over the last two months, Cape Point Campground is closed. Campers must 
use www.recreation.gov for making campground reservations and payments. 

● Lighthouse climbing operations will remain closed this season. The lighthouse 
grounds are open 24/7. 

● In-person off-road vehicle (ORV) permit sales offices are currently closed. 
Permits are available 24/7 at www.recreation.gov. 

○ As of this morning, there are over 24 miles of oceanside beach routes 
available for ORV travel, and another 32 miles open for non-motorized 
use. For current beach access information, go to: 
http://go.nps.gov/beachaccess. 

● 84 sea turtles have nested on seashore beaches this season, so far. Be on the 
lookout for nesting female sea turtles and report any sightings to our hotline at 
252-216-6892. To learn about upcoming sea turtle nest excavations, call 252-
475-9629. 

○ All shorebird and sea turtle nesting activities are listed at 
http://go.nps.gov/fieldsummary. 

● Visitors should practice the Three W’s – Wear. Wait. Wash. Wear a cloth face 
covering when social distancing cannot be maintained. Wait 6 feet apart. Wash 
your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use hand 
sanitizer. 

 

Quick Links 

 
Recreational Activities 

● Beach Driving 
● Camping 
● Fishing 
● Hiking 
● Lighthouse 

Climbing 
● Nature 

Viewing 
● Swimming 
● Waterfowl 

Hunting 
● Watersports 

 
Popular Topics 

• Beach Access 
• Field Summary 
• Permits 
• Ponies 
• Reservations 
• Shipwrecks 

 
Safety 
 
Maps 
 
NC Ferry Schedule 
 
Commercial Services 
 
Volunteer 
 
Report a Lost Item 
 
Media 

● Photos 
● Website 
● Facebook 
● Instagram 
● Twitter 
● News Releases 
● Press Kit 
● Contact 

 
Emergency Alerts 

● Dare County 
● Hyde County 

 
Ocean Safety 
Visitors can sign up for 
ocean safety text 
messages by texting 
“Join 
OBXBeachConditions to 
30890. 
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● It is important for all beach visitors to check the rip current forecast before 
heading to the beach. Go to: www.weather.gov/beach/mhx. Visitors can also 
sign up for ocean safety text messages by texting ‘Join OBXBeachConditions’ 
to 30890. 

 
 

● Lifeguards are on duty from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily at Coquina Beach, Cape 
Hatteras Lighthouse Beach, Frisco Beach, and Ocracoke Beach. 

Outer Banks Forever 
Outer Banks Forever 
(www.obxforever.org) 
is the official non-profit 
partner of Cape 
Hatteras National 
Seashore, Fort Raleigh 
National Historic Site, 
and Wright Brothers 
National Memorial.  

The sound of ocean waves, the starry night sky, or the calm of the salt marshes, you can experience it all. Whether you are 
enjoying the beach, kayaking the sound, or climbing the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse, there is something for everyone to 

explore at the Seashore! 
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