
Canyonlands
N A TIO N A L PARK •  UTAH

P iped  w a te r  is  a va ila b le  n e a r S q u a w  F la t C am p-
g ro u n d  in  The N eed les d is t r ic t ,  b u t n o w h e re  e lse in 
th e  p a rk  Y O U  M U S T  P R O V ID E  Y O U R  O W N  
W ATER FOR B A C K C O U N T R Y  TR IPS.

The A n t iq u it ie s  A c t p ro te c ts  th e  p a rk  and  p ro h ib its  
th e  dam age , d e s tru c t io n ,  o r  re m o v a l o f  a n c ie n t 
o b je c ts . Ir re p la c e a b le  ru in s , p ic to g ra p h s , p e tro - 
g ly p h s , and  o th e r  e v id e n c e  o f  a n c ie n t c u ltu re s  can 
be e a s ily  d am aged . T he y  a re  o f  im m e n se  s c ie n t if ic  
in te re s t, and m uch  o f  th e ir  va lu e  can be d e s tro y e d  
s im p ly  by d is tu rb in g  th e  s o il in o r  n e a r a ru in , fo r  
exa m p le . P lease  h e lp  us p ro te c t  th e m .

A D M IN IS T R A T IO N

C a n yo n la n d s  N a tio n a l P a rk  is  a d m in is te re d  b y  th e  
N a tio n a l P a rk  S e rv ic e , U .S . D e p a rtm e n t o f  th e  
In te r io r .  A s u p e r in te n d e n t, w h o s e  a d d re s s  is  C an-
y o n la n d s  N a tio n a l P a rk , M o a b , UT 8 4 5 3 2 , is  in  im -
m e d ia te  c h a rg e  o f  th e  pa rk .

As th e  N a tio n 's  p r in c ip a l c o n s e rv a t io n  a g e n cy , th e  
D e p a rtm e n t o f  th e  In te r io r  has b a s ic  re s p o n s ib il-
it ie s  fo r  w a te r , f is h , w ild l i fe ,  m in e ra l, land , p a rk , 
and  re c re a tio n a l re s o u rc e s . In d ia n  a n d  T e r r ito r ia l 
a ffa irs  a re  o th e r  m a jo r  c o n c e rn s  o f  A m e ric a 's  
"D e p a r tm e n t o f  N a tu ra l R e s o u rce s .'' T he  D e p a rt-
m e n t w o rk s  to  a ssu re  th e  w is e s t c h o ic e  in  m an a g -
in g  a ll o u r  re s o u rc e s  so ea ch  w il l  m ake  its  fu ll 
c o n tr ib u t io n  to  a b e t te r  U n ite d  S ta te s  —n o w  a n d  in 
th e  fu tu re .

N a tiona l Park S erv ice
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S P E C IA L  W A R N IN G

T w o - w h e e l - d r iv e  r o u te s  u n s u ite d  f o r  s o m e  lo w  c le a ra n c e  v e h ic le s  :  
f o u r - w h e e l - d r iv e  r o u te s  m a y  b e c o m e  im p a s s a b le  d u e  t o  r a in s to r m s .  

N o  s e rv ic e s  o f  a n y  k in d  a v a i la b le :  b e  c e r ta in  y o u  h a v e  a m p le  gas . 
w a te r ,  t o o ls ,  e m e rg e n c y  s u p p lie s ,  e tc .

T h is  m a p  d e p ic ts  s o m e  m a jo r  f e a tu r e s  a n d  r o u te s ,  b u t  is  n o t  a d e q u a te  
f o r  e x te n d e d  t ra v e l.  U s e  o f  d e ta i le d  to p o g r a p h ic  m a p s  s t r o n g ly  
re c o m m e n d e d .



A nge l A rch  — Needles C o un try

The o u ts ta n d in g  q u a lity  o f  C a n y o n la n d s  is  i ts  va -
r ie ty  o f  fo rm  a n d  c o lo r — th e  c o m b in e d  e f fe c ts  o f  
s u b s ta n c e , tim e , a n d  e ro s io n .

F irs t, look at th e  substance o f th is  g rea t plateau: 
sandstone fro m  oceans, w inds, floo ds , and eroded 
m ounta ins, in layer a fte r  layer, each w ith  its own 
past. It is upon th is  substance th a t a ll the  fo rces  
o f na tu re  have w o rked  fo r  ab ou t 300 m illion  years 
to  p roduce  a rem arkab le  landscape.

The C o lo rado  River, w ith  its  tr ib u ta r ie s , is the  g re a t-
est fo rc e  in th is  c o lo rfu l land. The Green River 
m erges w ith  th e  C o lo rado  here to  fo rm  the  w ildes t 
r iv e r on the  con tin e n t. B o th  rive rs  are en trenched 
in tw is t in g  canyons, and be low  th e ir  con fluence , 
the  w a te rs  ro a r in to  th e  echo ing dep ths o f C a ta-
ra c t Canyon.

Pure sa lt, 29  layers and 3 ,000  fee t th ic k , is  ano the r 
g rea t shaper o f th is  c o u n try . The sa lt is an unde-
pendable su p p o rt fo r  a 1-m ile th ic k  ove rlay  o f ac-
cum u la ted  ro ck  and sand. As un de rg rou nd  w a te r 
d issolves and ca rries  aw ay sa lt, b locks o f ove rly -
ing sandstone s lo w ly  se ttle  in to  the  spaces once 
f i l le d  by th a t  s a lt ,  th u s  fo rm in g  lo n g , n a r ro w , 
s tra ig h t canyons (called grabens by geo log is ts) in 
the  Needles d is tr ic t.

Salt p ressing up beneath the  surface  has crea ted 
Upheaval Dome, a sa lt dom e in the  no rth w e s t 
c o rn e r o f the  park. As rock  layers bu lged upw ard, 
e ros ion  s tripped  aw ay m uch o f the  to p  and in -
te r io r  o f the  bu lge, leaving a c irc u la r s tru c tu re  o f 
up tu rne d  s tra ta  enclos ing a m ile-w ide c ra te r 1,500 
fee t deep.

The sa lt deposit fo rm e d  a fte r  anc ient m ounta ins 
b locked the o u tle t o f  an in land  sea abou t 300 
m il l io n  y e a rs  ag o . T h ro u g h  e v a p o ra t io n  th e  
trapp ed  w a te rs  became m ore  and m ore b riny , and 
th is  con cen tra te d  b rine  even tua lly  fo rm ed  salt 
layers. The salt was bu ried  by layers o f debris  fro m  
e ro d ing  m ounta ins, w in d b lo w n  sand, and lim e-
s tone  fo rm in g  in la te r and lesser seas.

Erosion gnaws co n s ta n tly  a t th e  land as today 's  
na tu ra l fo rces  de s troy  and reassem ble w h a t o th e r 
na tu ra l fo rces  crea ted  in th e  d is ta n t past. V aria -
tio n s  in the  hardness o f th e  anc ien t ro ck  layers 
a ffec ts  the  ra te  o f e ros ion  today. A bed o f res is t-
an t ro ck , such as th e  W h ite  Rim sandstone o r the  
R ico lim estone, p ro te c ts  unde rly ing  beds fro m  
e ros ion  and so tends to  fo rm  w ide, re la tive ly  level

benches. W here a hard layer lies on to p  o f a m uch 
s o fte r ro c k  depos it and bo th  are exposed along a 
canyon w a ll, th e  s o ft m a te ria l w ill erode fro m  
beneath th e  res is tan t layer and leave the  ha rde r 
rock  as a g re a t ove rhang ing  ledge. Rock hardness 
is a m a jo r fa c to r  in the  deve lopm ent o f scenery. 
Hard, s lo w ly  e ro d ing  rocks fo rm  c liffs , fo r  ex-
am ple, w h ile  s o fte r layers erode m ore qu ick ly  to  
fo rm  slopes.

Here, the  Green and th e  C o lorado , g rind ing  in to  
bedrock, have estab lished c o n d itio n s  and dra inage 
pa tte rns  th a t have b ro u g h t ab ou t a ll th a t you see 
today. The rive rs  have ca rried  aw ay m any cub ic  
m iles o f sand and s ilt and have carved m ore than  
100 m iles o f canyons abou t one-ha lf m ile  deep.

From  th is  b r ie f geo log ica l accoun t, you can see 
tha t the  landscape is n o t s ta tic : it  is in constan t 
change. The spires, to w e rs , and arches are s im p ly 
the  le fto ve rs  o f a d iffe re n t landscape, m ost o f 
w h ich  has been rem oved by eros ion.

W hile  you  a re  here, d iscove r th e  mesa tops  and 
canyons and delve in to  the  area's h is to ry  and p re -
h is to ry . The roads and tra ils  w e re  once ridden  by 
cow boys and sheepherders, tram p led  by th e ir  
herds, o r  c u t by p ro spe c to rs ' jeeps. Y our cam psite  
may w e ll have been an Ind ian cam p 900 years ago.

A P rong ho rn

Go to  The Needles d is tr ic t,  w here  a b r is tlin g  fo res t 
o f fan ta s tic  sp ires  rin g s  Chesler Park, and east o f 
it. S a lt Creek and Horse Canyon expose th e ir  g race-
fu l w a lls . W ith in  these canyons, rock f ilig re e  and 
c o lo r abound in su rre a lis tic  exc item ent.

Island in the  Sky, the  n o rth  d is tr ic t  o f Canyon-
lands, is an a lto g e th e r d iffe re n t w o rld . It ove r-
looks the  rem arkab le  a rray  o f la nd fo rm s to  the 
sou th , and encom passes the  40-m ile  w ide  eros ional 
basin o f the  Green and C o lorado R ivers. F rom  here, 
6 ,000 fee t above sea level, canyon w a lls  d ro p  in 
g ian t 1 ,000 -foo t steps to  the  rive rs  w h ich  seem to 
be bu ried  in th e ir  in tr ic a te  canyons.

The M aze d is tr ic t,  ly ing  w est o f th e  Green and 
lo w er C o lo rado  R ivers, is the  m ost rem o te  and in -
accessib le p o rtio n  o f  the  park. Here even the  ap-
p roach  to  the  pa rk  dem ands a fou r-w hee l-d rive  
vehicle . 'T h e  M aze" is exactly  th a t: sheer walled 
canyons tw is tin g  and w ind ing , d iv id ing  and red i-
v id ing  in a to ta lly  con fus in g  m anner. The d is tr ic t  in-
c ludes the  Land o f S tand ing  Rocks and Horseshoe 
Canyon, a de tached u n it o f th e  park. W ith in  The 
M aze d is tr ic t  are p ic to g ra p h  panels th a t represent 
the  fin e s t anc ient Ind ian rock a rt in N o rth  Am erica.

P A R K  S E A S O N S

T h is  is  d e s e rt c o u n tr y ;  a n n u a l p re c ip ita t io n  is  fro m  
5 to  9  inches , m uch  o f  w h ic h  fa lls  as la te -su m m e r 
th u n d e rs h o w e rs  a n d  w in te r  sn o w . A n n u a l te m p e r -
a tu re s  v a ry  f ro m  2 0 °  b e lo w  ze ro  to  1 1 0 °  abo ve , 
b u t th e  n o rm a l te m p e ra tu re  ra n g e  in any one  area 
is g e n e ra lly  m uch  less.

S in ce  c le a r d e s e rt sk ies  a n d  la ck  o f  dense  v e g e ta -
t io n  te n d  to  e n c o u ra g e  v e ry  ra p id  c o o lin g  a t n ig h t-
fa ll and  ra p id  w a rm in g  in  th e  m o rn in g , a d a ily  ra n g e  
o f  2 5 ° -  3 0 °  is  n o t  u n u sua l.

N ig h ts  a re  fa ir ly  c o ld  f ro m  D e c e m b e r th ro u g h  F eb-
ru a ry ,  b u t d a y tim e  te m p e ra tu re s  a re  g e n e ra lly  
p le a s a n t even in m id -w in te r .  T he  w in te r  season  is 
u s u a lly  s h o r t,  w ith  v e ry  l i t t le  sn o w . S p r in g  and 
a u tu m n  te n d  to  be lo n g  and  v e ry  p le a sa n t, e xce p t 
th a t  h ig h  w in d s  a c c o m p a n ie d  by sand  o r  d us t 
s to rm s  a re  c o m m o n  in  s p r in g .

P L A N T  A N D  A N IM A L  LIFE

C a n y o n la n d s  has been th e  s u b je c t o f  v e ry  l i t t le  
s tu d y  o r  re s e a rc h , and  m u c h  re m a in s  to  be le a rn e d . 
In re c e n t ye a rs , fo rm e r ly  u n k n o w n  sp e c ie s  o f 
f lo w e rs ,  in se c ts , and  m ic ro s c o p ic  a n im a ls  have 
been d is c o v e re d  h e re  o r  n e a rb y . T he  is o la t io n  o f 
h ig h  m esas and  d eep  c a n y o n s , and  o b s ta c le s  like  
b ro a d  r iv e rs  and  sh e e r c l i f fs  a f fe c t  th e  d is t r ib u t io n  
o f  p la n ts  and  a n im a ls  ju s t  as th e y  a f fe c t  m an 's 
m o v e m e n ts  in  th e  a rea . N e a r T he  N eck, a sm a ll 
s ta n d  o f  D o u g la s -f ir  g ro w s  in  th e  s h e lte r  o f  th e  
c l i f fs ,  a p p a re n tly  is o la te d  f o r  th o u s a n d s  o f  ye a rs  
f ro m  o th e r  s ta n d s  o f  D o u g la s -firs .

T he  d e s e rtla n d s  lo o k  d e s o la te  and  e m p ty  b u t are  
v e ry  m u c h  o c c u p ie d  b y  p la n t a n d  a n im a l life . B ig -
h o rn  sheep, m u le  d e e r, c o u g a rs , b o b c a ts , c o y o te s , 
fo x e s , and  p ro n g h o rn  a re  p re s e n t, as w e ll as ro -
d e n ts  in  g re a t v a r ie ty  and  n u m b e rs , v a r io u s  k in d s  
o f  o th e r  sm a ll m am m a ls , a n d  som e  re p t ile s . A lo n g  
th e  r iv e rs  a re  b e a ve r, s h o re b ird s , d u c k s , and  o th e r  
w e tla n d  an im a ls .

B ird l i fe  in  C a n yo n la n d s  is e s p e c ia lly  d iv e rs e  be-
cause  o f  th e  w id e  ra n g e  o f  h a b ita ts . T o ta lly  d i f fe r -
e n t c o n d it io n s  m ay  o c c u r  w ith in  v e ry  s h o r t  d is -
ta n c e s , and b ird w a tc h e rs  f in d  a r ic h  v a r ie ty  o f  
sp e c ie s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  yea r.

M a n y  a n im a ls  a v o id  th e  r ig o rs  o f  th e ir  s u r ro u n d -
in g s  b y  m o v in g  o r  c h a n g in g  th e ir  h a b ita ts , b u t 
som e  a lso  have e v o lv e d  m e th o d s  o f  c o n s e rv in g  o r  
even  m a n u fa c tu r in g  w a te r. S om e  p la n ts  a lso  have 
e v o lv e d  e la b o ra te  w a y s  to  c o lle c t  and c o n s e rv e  
w a te r  in  th e  a r id  e n v iro n m e n t o f  C a n yo n la n d s .

T R A V E L IN G  IN  TH E P A R K

L ike  e v e ry th in g  e lse  a t C a n yo n la n d s , tra v e l c o n -
d it io n s  v a ry  g re a t ly .  D e p e n d in g  u p o n  w h ic h  p a rts  
o f  th e  p a rk  you  v is i t  and  u p o n  th e  ty p e  o f  m o to r  
v e h ic le  you  a re  d r iv in g ,  y o u  m ay  be t ra v e lin g  on 
paved  ro a d s , d ir t  ro a d s  s u ita b le  to  any  ty p e  o f 
v e h ic le , easy fo u r-w h e e l-d r iv e  ro u te s , o r  s teep , 
ro c k y , a n d  h a za rd o u s  fo u r-w h e e l-d r iv e  tra ils .  Each 
ye a r, th o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p le  t ra v e l th ro u g h  th e  p a rk  
b y  b o a t o r  ra ft .  H u n d re d s  ta k e  th e  th r i l l in g  ra f t  
t r ip  th ro u g h  C a ta ra c t C anyon .

Is la n d  in  th e  S ky 's  d ir t  ro a d s , d u s ty  and  a l i t t le  
ro u g h  b u t s u ite d  to  any  v e h ic le , end a t o v e rlo o k s

o f a v a s t e xp a n se  o f  c a n yo n s , g o rg e s , sp ires , 
to w e rs , a n d  b u tte s . F ro m  th e s e  v ie w p o in ts , you  
lo o k  d o w n  a t th e  W h ite  R im  1 ,0 0 0  fe e t  b e lo w , and 
c a tc h  g lim p se s  o f  th e  r iv e rs  1 ,0 00  fe e t  b e lo w  th e  
W h ite  R im . T he  ro a d  to  U p h e a va l D o m e  p ro v id e s  
easy access  to  a re m a rk a b le  c ra te r lik e  fe a tu re  
caused  by m o v e m e n t o f  s a lt  fa r  b e lo w  th e  su rfa ce .

T he W h ite  R im  T ra il o f fe rs  m o re  th a n  1 0 0  m ile s  o f  
easy fo u r-w h e e l-d r iv e  t ra v e l to  b a c k c o u n try  en -
th u s ia s ts . S h a fe r  T ra il,  f o r  w h ic h  a fo u r-w h e e l-  
d r iv e  v e h ic le  is  a d v ise d , is  a th r i l l in g  ro u te ,  b u t it  
m ay invo lve  som e hazardous d riv in g .

You w il l  t ra v e l a b o u t 30  m ile s  th ro u g h  m a g n if ic e n t 
ca n y o n  c o u n tr y  t o  rea ch  T he  N eed les  d is t r ic t .  A ll 
p a sse ng e r c a rs  m u s t s to p  a t  E le p h a n t H ill,  a 40- 
p e rc e n t g ra d e  tra v e rs a b le  o n ly  b y  fo u r-w h e e l-  
d r iv e  ve h ic le s . Y o u  can  h ike  m ile s  o f  t r a i ls  o r  ta ke  
concession-opera ted  jeep  to u rs  fro m  nearby tow ns. 
V is ito rs  to  C hesler Park, Salt Creek, and o th e r areas 
in  The Needles d is tr ic t  trave l in to  th e  canyons amid 
th e  rem arkab le  e ros iona l fe a tu re s  th a t  g ive  th e  area 
its  name.

You can see m uch o f The Maze d is tr ic t  by four-w heel- 
d rive  vehic le, b u t you  can g e t in to  The Maze itse lf 
o n ly  on fo o t. T rave l to  the  M aze O verlook, Horseshoe 
Canyon, and th e  Land o f  S tand ing  Rocks can p rov ide  
a severe te s t fo r  even th e  best fou r-w hee l-d rive  
vehic le. Because it  is rem o te  and lig h t ly  trave led, 
pa rties  v is it in g  The Maze d is tr ic t shou ld  inc lude  at 
least tw o  vehicles.

For many, th e  u ltim a te  rec re a tio n a l experience a t 
C anyonlands is a flo a t t r ip  dow n  e ith e r th e  Green 
o r C o lo rado  R iver and th ro u g h  C a ta rac t Canyon. It 
is a n e ve r-to -be -fo rgo tten  jo u rn e y . C om m erc ia lly  
ope ra ted  f lo a t tr ip s , led by licensed guides, are th e  
m ost popular. P riva te  g roups w ith  p ro p e r equ ipm ent 
and experience m ay a tte m p t th e  t r ip  a fte r  ob ta in ing  
a p e rm it fro m  th e  superin tendent.

GENERAL IN FO R M A TIO N

The pa rk  is open all year. S p ring  and au tum n are 
best fo r  h ik ing  and exp lo ring . Rooms and meals are  
n o t availab le. M on tice llo , M oab, Green R iver, and 
H anksville  are  nea rby to w n s  p ro v id in g  a fu ll range 
o f services.

C am pgrounds have tables, firep laces , and p it to ile ts . 
F irew ood  cannot be co lle c te d  in th e  p a rk —bring  yo u r 
ow n  fuel. There are  no hook-ups o r  o th e r special 
fa c ilit ie s  fo r  tra ile r  o r  cam per un its. P rim itive  cam p-
s ites  are  loca ted  in fo u r-w hee l-d rive  areas. Cam ping 
is lim ite d  to  14  days.

The park is  a lso a sanctua ry  fo r  all p lan ts  and animals. 
P ick ing  f lo w e rs  o r  c o lle c tin g  p lan ts is n o t perm itted . 
H un tin g  is p ro h ib ite d ; th e re fo re  fire a rm s  are  no t 
a llow ed  w ith in  th e  park.

B a ckco u n try  pe rm its , ava ilab le  free  fro m  any ranger, 
are  suggested fo r  a ll b a ckco un try  trave l.

Do n o t b u ry  trash ; ca rry  it  to  th e  nearest trash  can.

ALL veh ic les  m ust s tay on estab lished  roads and 
fou r-w h e e l-d rive  routes. T ra il bikes, like  a ll m o to r 
vehicles, m ust be licensed, m u ffle d , and opera ted  by 
a licensed d rive r.

In  C a n y o n la n d s , th e  p a rk  v is ito r  w i l l  d is c o v e r  , 
a rc h e s , need les , s p ire s  and  s ta n d in g  ro c k s , b ro a d  
p la in s , b o ld  m esas and  c re n e la te d  b u tte s , ro a r in g  
ra p id s  and  p la c id  reaches , sa n d ba rs , leve l b o t to m -
lan d s , and  t r ib u ta r y  c a n y o n s . T h is  is  th e  sce n e ry  
o f  g e o lo g ic  e ro s io n , a n d  th e  m a s te r  p a t te rn  is v e ry  
c le a r. T he  g re a t r iv e rs  have  d one  th e ir  w o rk  w e ll. 
S te w a r t  L. U da ll

Yucca Plant


