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Q u a rt e r s w e r e h o m e t o t h e w o r kf o r c e f r o m t h e a nt e b ell u m  

p e ri o d t h r o u g h t h e 1 9 7 0 s. C o v e r:  Pl a nt e d i n t h e e a rl y 1 8 0 0 s, 

t h e li v e o a k s i n t h e all e e  ( w al k w a y) a t O a kl a n d Pl a nt ati o n 

a ct e d a s a b r e e z e w a y t o c o ol t h e m ai n h o u s e.
F all  i m a g f s  n p s  u n l e s s  Ot h e r  w i s e  c r e d it e d   ,   . .  . .   ■ * v

W h at D o e s  It M e a n  T o B e C r e ol e ?Cl o c k wi s e  f r o m  l eft: 
A n 1 8 5 2 O a kl a n d m  
l e d g er r efl e ct s t h e •  

r e alit y of sl a v er y:  

h u m a n s t r e at e d a s  

f a r m a s s et s. T o b a c c o 

pl u g c utt e r f r o m t h e  

O a kl a n d Pl a nt ati o n  

st or e. A n e n sl a v e d  

w o r k e r at O a k-  

l a n d w o v e t hi s 

s plit o a k b a s k et. ^

L eft  t o  ri g ht:  N a r r o w 

l ot s g a v e e a c h pl a nt e r 

ri v e r a c c e s s, cr o pl a n d, 

a n d w o o d s. E n sl a v e d  

bl a c k s mit h S ol o m o n  

Willi a m s b r o u g ht  

Af ri c a n ir o n w o r ki n g  

t r a diti o n t o fi n el y 

w r o u g ht cr o s s e s. Wi n e  

w a s a m o n g t h e t o k e n s  

of Fr e n c h c ult ur e  

i m p o rt e d b y c ol o ni al s.

W o r k e r s f o u n d  

r e s pit e f r o m c ott o n  

fi el d s i n j u k e j oi nt s 

(f ar l eft, a b o u t  1 9 4 0) 
w h e r e m u si c a n d  

c ol d d ri n k s fl o w e d  

fr e el y. F or w o r k e r s 

a n d pl a nt e r s, t el e -

p h o n e s (l eft ),  r a di o s, 

a n d p h o n o g r a p h s  

p r o vi d e d e n t e rt ai n -

m e nt a n d li n k s t o t h e  

l a r g e r w o rl d.

Cl o c k wi s e  f r o m  l eft: 
A m br oi s e L e C o mt e II  

m a n a g e d M a g n oli a' s  

a nt e b ell u m ri s e. T hi s  

st e n cil w a s u s e d t o m ar k  

P r u d' h o m m e-f a mil y c ott o n  

b al e s. A n e n sl a v e d bl a c k-

s mit h f o r g e d t hi s t o ol at  

O a kl a n d Pl a nt ati o n.

C ol o ni al  R o o t s Ki n g  C o t t o n
G e n e si s o f a C ult u r e
A vit al b r a n c h  o f  t h e N e w W o rl d 

c ult u r e w e k n o w  as C r e ol e  t o o k  

r o o t  i n t h e ri c h s oil  al o n g  C a n e 

Ri v e r i n L o ui si a n a i n t h e 1 7 0 0s.

It w as  a c ult u r e  n u rt u r e d  b y  

F r e n c h  a n d  S p a nis h  c ol o ni al  

w a ys, st e e p e d  i n Af ri c a nis ms, a n d 

e n ri c h e d  b y  N ati v e A m e ri c a n 

c o nt a ct. Its s u r vi v al  f o r  n e a rl y 

t h r e e c e nt u ri es,  d e pi c t e d  i n t h e 

st o ri e s  o f  t h e L e C o mt es , H e rt z o gs , 

P r u d ’h o m m es,  a n d  ot h e r  f a mili es, 

t estifi es  t o  a r esili e nt c o m m u nit y 

f o u n d e d  o n  d e e p  att a c h m e nts t o 

C at h oli cis m,  f a mil y, a n d t h e l a n d.

i n di g o  a n d  t o b a c c o  f a r mi n g  s u p pl a nt e d  

ot h e r  li v eli h o o d s ,  c ol o ni s t s  r eli e d  m o r e  

h e a vil y o n  t h e  e n sl a v e d Af ri c a n  w o r k -

e r s  w h o  h a d h el p e d  b uil d  t h e  c ol o n y.

T h e P r o s p e r o u s Y e a r s
I n t h e  d e c a d e s  aft e r t h e  U nit e d  St at es  

t o o k  p o s s e s si o n  o f  L o ui si a n a  i n 1 8 0 3, 

t h e  c o t t o n  c ult u r e  r e a c h e d  its z e nit h. 

B uilt o n  sl a v e r y, it w a s  u n d e r pi n n e d  

b y  a n  a g r a ri a n  et hi c  o f  s elf - s uffi ci e n c y  

a n d  l a n d st e w a r d s hi p  e x e m plifi e d  

b y  E m m a n u el  P r u d ’h o m m e .  I n 18 2 1 

hi s  e n sl a v e d  w o r k e r s  b uilt  hi s  h o u s e  

o n  l a n d  h e  n a m e d  B e r m u d a .  C r e ol e  

f a mili e s  li k e t h e  P r u d ’h o m m e s  a n d  

L e C o m t e s  s oli difi e d  t h ei r  p o siti o n s  

b y  e x p a n di n g  t h ei r  h ol di n g s  a n d  

m a r r yi n g  i n t o  e a c h  o t h e r ’s  f a mili es.  I n 

1 8 5 2 A m b r oi s e  L e C o m t e  I P s  d a u g ht e r  

At al a m a r ri e d  M a tt h e w  H e r t z o g — 

w h o s e  m o t h e r  w a s  a P r u d ’h o m m e — 

a n d  M a g n oli a  Pl a nt ati o n p a s s e d  t o  

t h e  c o u pl e  a n d  t h ei r  d e s c e n d a n t s .

l a n g u a g e,  P r ot e st a n t  r eli gi o n ,  a n d  

t h ei r  o w n  Af ri c a n  A m e ri c a n  e n sl a v e d  

w o r k e r s .  Lif e  g r e w  m o r e  c o n s t ri c t e d  

f o r  n o n - w hit e s ,  as  U. S. l a w s  r e m o v e d  

c ol o ni al - e r a  ri g ht s  s u c h  as  s elf -

e m a n ci p a ti o n  b y  p u r c h a s e ,  a n d  

g e n s d e c o ul e ur li br e s  (f r e e p e o pl e  o f  

c ol o r )  l o s t  t h e  s p e ci al  st at us  t h e y  h a d  

e nj o y e d  u n d e r  F r e n c h  r ul e.

Ci vil  W a r
R ui n a n d R e bi rt h

T h e  fi r e s  o f  ci vil  w a r  t r a n sf o r m e d  

lif e  o n  C a n e  Ri v er. A s  t h e  U ni o n  

bl o c k a d e  o f  N e w  O rl e a n s  c u t  o ff  

c o t t o n  m a r k et s, t h e  C o nf e d e r a t e  

a r m y  c o m m a n d e e r e d  sl a v e s  a n d  

g r ai n. I n t h e  R e d  Ri v e r  c a m p ai g n  

s o u t h e r n  t r o o p s  b u r n e d  t h e  pl a n t -

e r s ’ c o t t o n  b ef o r e  t h e  N o r t h  c o ul d  

s ei z e  it. R et r e ati n g  U ni o n  t r o o p s  l eft 

b u r ni n g  pl a n t a ti o n s  i n t h ei r  w a k e, 

i n cl u di n g  M a g n oli a ’s  m ai n h o u s e  a n d  

t h e  gi n  b a r n  at O a kl a n d .  At w a r ’s 

e n d  P h a n o r  P r u d ’h o m m e ’s  s o n s  

Al p h o n s e  a n d  E m m a n u el  II, w h o  

h a d  b o t h  f o u g ht  f o r  t h e  C o nf e d e r a c y ,  

i n h e rit e d  t h e  pl a nt a ti o n  a n d  di vi d e d  

it, Al p h o n s e  n a mi n g  hi s  p a rt  

O a kl a n d .  W ell - r u n  pl a n t a ti o n s  li k e 

M a g n oli a  a n d  O a kl a n d  s u r vi v e d  t h e 

w ar, b ut  l o w  p ri c e s  a n d  b oll  w e e vil s  

b r o u g h t  m o s tl y  l e a n  ti m e s  u ntil  

W o rl d  W a r I.

F o r  t h e  pl a n t a ti o n  w o r k e r s  f r e e -

d o m  b r o u g h t  n e w  t ri als, s u c h  as 

F r e e d m e n ’s B u r e a u  l a b o r  c o n t r a ct s  

w h o s e  c o n di ti o n s  diff e r e d  f r o m  

sl a v e r y  m ai nl y  i n t h at  t h e y  r e q ui r e d  

t h e  w o r k e r ’s  c o n s e nt .  A rti s a n s  li k e 

O a kl a n d ’s bl a c k s mit h  S ol o m o n  

Willi a m s  c o ul d  n e g o ti a t e  t h ei r  o w n  ■ 

c o n t r a c t s  f o r  p a y  a n d  h o u r s .  F o r   ™

t h o s e  wit h o u t  s p e ci ali z e d  s kill s t h e  

o nl y  alt e r n ati v e t o  t h e  F r e e d m e n ’s 

c o n t r a c t s  w a s  t o  a c c e p t  s h a r e c r o p -

pi n g  a r r a n g e m e nt s .  T h e s e  r a n g e d  

f r o m  a r el ati v el y  b e ni g n  f e u d ali s m  

t o  vi rt u al  b o n d a g e ,  wit h  t h e  c h ai n s  

o f  sl a v e r y  r e pl a c e d  b y  e n dl e s s  d e b t  

t o  t h e  pl a nt ati o n  st o r e.

O a kl a n d  a n d  M a g n oli a  e nj o y e d  a 

b ri ef  r e vi v al  i n 1 9 1 4 as  W o rl d  W a r I 

i n c r e a s e d  c o t t o n  d e m a n d ,  b u t  p ri c e s  

f ell a g ai n  a n d  h a r d  ti m e s  r et u r n e d .  

T h e  G r e a t  Mi g r a ti o n  o f  Af ri c a n  

A m e ri c a n s  b e g a n  i n 1 9 1 6 as  w o r k e r s  

di s pl a c e d  f r o m  f aili n g  pl a nt ati o n s  

m o v e d  n o r t h  f o r  w a r - r el at e d  j o bs .  

T h e n  a d o w n w a r d  s pi r al  o f  o v e r p r o -

d u c ti o n  a n d  f alli n g  p ri c e s  b r o u g h t  

d e p r e s si o n  t o  t h e  r e gi o n  a d e c a d e  

e a rli e r  t h a n t h e  r e st  o f  t h e  c o u nt r y.  

A s  t h e y  h a d  d u ri n g  t h e  Ci vil  War, 

O a kl a n d  a n d  M a g n oli a  b e c a m e  

s elf - s uffi ci e nt,  a n d  t h e y  s u r vi v e d.  I n 

t h e  w o r d s  o f  M a g n oli a  Pl a nt ati o n 

o w n e r  M a tt h e w  H e r t z o g  II i n 1 9 3 7: 

" W e ’r e n o t  m a ki n g  t h e  m o n e y  t h e  

ol d  f ol k s  u s e d  t o  m a k e, b u t  w e ’r e 

m a ki n g  a littl e, a n d  w e ’r e still h e r e. ”

w o r k e r s ,  a n d  m a n y  o f  t h e  r e m ai n -

i n g  w o r k e r s  l eft  t h e  pl a n t a ti o n s  f o r  

e m pl o y m e n t  i n w a r  i n d u st ri e s.

T h e  ol d  pl a nt ati o n  w o rl d  w a s  f a di n g.  

At h a r v e st  ti m e  r a n ks  o f  w o r k e r s  i n 

t h e  c o t t o n  fi el d s  o f  M a g n oli a  a n d  

O a kl a n d  w e r e  r e pl a c e d  i n t h e  1 9 6 0s 

b y  m e c h a ni c al  pi c k e r s .  Yet m a n y  o f  

t h e  ol d  w a y s  p e r si st e d .  At  M a g n oli a  

w o r k e r s  a n d  pl a nt e r s  still e nj o y e d  

b a s e b all  g a m e s  a n d  h o r s e  r a c es. 

O a kl a n d ’s  st o r e  w a s  t h e  pl a c e  t o  

g o  f o r  n e w s  a n d  m ail. T h e  C r e ol e  

t r a diti o n  t h at h a d  s u st ai n e d  pl a n t e r  

a n d  w o r k e r  f o r  n e a rl y  t h r e e  c e n t u -

ri e s  e n d u r e d ,  a n d  t o d a y  r e m ai n s  a n 

e v ol vi n g ,  vi b r a nt  c ult u r e.

L E F T T O RI G H T  J A M E S P R U D’ H O M M E 

II. 1 9 3 0 S — C O U R T E S Y S A N D R A 

P R U D' H O M M E H A Y NI E. Y O U N G 

R E SI D E N T S O F T H E M A G N O LI A 

P L A N T A TI O N Q U A R T E R S — C O U R T E S Y 
A M B R O S E H E R T Z O G III. M O T H E R 
A N D C HI L D — F A R M S E C U RI T Y 

A D MI NI S T R A TI O N. 1 9 4 0. LI B R A R Y O F 

C O N G R E S S, A T RI C E A N T H O N Y A T 
M A G N O LI A P L A N T A TI O N, 1 9 0 W   1 

C O U R T E S Y A M B R O S E H E R T Z O G III

A m o n g  t h e  t o b a c c o  f a r m e r s  w a s  J e a n 

B a pti st e L e C o m t e  ( o r L e C o m pt e ) ,  w h o  

i n 1 7 5 3 o bt ai n e d  a l a n d g r a nt o n  C a n e  

Ri v er. F r o m  t his s e e d  g r e w  M a g n oli a  

Pl a nt ati o n. I n 1 7 8 9 P r u d ’h o m m e ’s 

g r a n d s o n  J e a n Pi e r r e E m m a n u el  al s o  

r e c ei v e d  a l a n d g r a nt o n  t h e C a n e , t h e 

c o r e  o f  O a kl a n d  Pl a nt ati o n. Aft e r t h e 

i n v e nti o n  o f  t h e  c o t t o n  gi n  i n 1 7 9 3, h e 

a n d  L e C o m t e ’s  s o n  A m b r oi s e  t u r n e d  

t o  t h e c r o p  t h at f o r e v e r  d efi n e d  t h e  

r e gi o n.

M a n y  w o r k e r s  l eft t h e  r e gi o n .  O t h e r s  

st a y e d  a n d  e v e nt u all y  r e b uilt  a s t r o n g  

c o m m u nit y  a r o u n d  c h u r c h  a n d 

f a mil y, oft e n  wit hi n  t h e s a m e  q u a rt e r s  

t h at h o u s e d  t h ei r  e n sl a v e d  a n c e st o r s .  

T h e  r e gi o n  g r e w  l e s s  i s ol at e d ,  b ut  

s o m e  ol d e r  pl a nt e r s  a n d  w o r k e r s  

s p o k e  F r e n c h  i n t o  t h e  1 9 0 0s.

I n t h e f a c e  o f  c h a n g e  C r e ol e  pl a nt e r s  

cl u n g  fi e r c el y  t o  t h ei r  c ult u r e  w hil e  

e m b r a ci n g  n e w  t e c h n ol o g y .  I n t h e 

1 8 5 0s P h a n o r  P r u d ’h o m m e  i n st all e d  

o n e  o f  t h e  a r e a ’s  e a rli e st  st e a m  c o t t o n  

p r e s s e s .  N eit h e r  t h e  p r e s s  n o r  t h e  

P r u d ’h o m m e  f o r t u n e  w o ul d  s u r vi v e  

t h e  c o mi n g  st o r m.

I n 1 7 2 5 C at h e ri n e  Pi c a r d, d a u g ht e r  o f  

a N e w  O rl e a n s  t r a d er, m a r ri e d  J e a n 

Pi e r r e P hili p p e  P r u d ’h o m m e ,  a f o r m e r  

m a ri n e a n d  t r a d e r f r o m  N at c hit o c h es . 

T h e  F r e n c h - b o r n  c o u pl e  r et u r n e d  t o  

t h e r o u g h - h e w n  milit a r y a n d t r a di n g 

p o s t — a n o p e n  c r o s s r o a d s  w o rl d  

w h e r e  c ult u r al  e x c h a n g e s  a n d  m a r -

it al u ni o n s  a m o n g  F r e nc h, S p a nis h, 

F r e n c h  C a n a di a n , Af ri c a n, a n d  N ati v e 

A m e ri c a n  c ult u r e s  w e r e  p r o d u ci n g  

a d y n a mi c  f r o nti e r  s o ci e t y  wit h a 

disti n cti v e  F r e n c h  a c c e nt . E x -s ol di e rs  

li k e P r u d ’h o m m e  m o v e d  o u t  f r o m  t h e 

p o s t  t o  m a k e  a li vi n g  as t r a d e rs, h u nt -

ers, a n d  f a r m e rs  al o n g  t h e R e d  Ri ver, 

k n o w n  i n t his a r e a as  C a n e  Ri v er. As

T hi s  C r e ol e  s o ci e t y  c o m bi n e d  h a r d 

p r a cti c alit y  d e m a n d e d  b y  f r o n ti e r  lif e 

wit h  Ol d  W o rl d  j oi e d e vi v r e a n d  s pi r -

it e d  c el e b r a ti o n  o f  t h e  rit u al s o f  d ail y  

lif e a n d  C a t h oli ci s m .  T h e  F r e nc h -  

s p e a ki n g  e n sl a v e d  w o r k e r s  h a d  e r e - -i  

at e d t h ei r  o w n  ri c h  c ult u r e  c e n t e r e d "  

a r o u n d  t h e  c h u r c h ,  f a mil y  ti es, a n d  

p r e s e r v e d  Af ri c a n  t r a diti o ns .  Yet 

e v e n  a s  t h e  C r e ol e  c ult u r e  e v ol v e d ,  

it u n d e r w e n t  a g r a d u al  b u t  p r of o u n d  

c h a n g e . A n gl o - A m e ri c a n s  p o u r e d  

i n t o  t h e  r e gi o n ,  b ri n gi n g  t h ei r  E n gli s h

M o d e r ni z a ti o n  c a m e  fitf ull y t o  C a n e  

Ri v er. P h a n o r  P r u d ’h o m m e  II b o u g h t  

t h e  f a mil y ’s  fi r st  c a r  i n 1 9 1 0, w hil e  

m o s t  p e o pl e  i n t h e  a r e a still t r a v el e d  

b y  m ul e - d r a w n  w a g o n .  At M a g n oli a  

i n t h e  1 9 3 0s w o r k e r s  b e g a n  d ri vi n g  

t r a ct o r s  i n t h e  fi el d s —i n  m a n y  c a s e s  

fi el d s  w h e r e  t h ei r  e n sl a v e d  a n c e s t o r s  

h a d  l a b o r e d .  B y t h e  1 9 4 0s m a c hi n e s  

w e r e  d oi n g  m o r e  o f  t h e  t as ks  l o n g  

p e rf o r m e d  b y  m ul e s  a n d  h u m a n
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Ol d  W a ys  P a s s
M i g r a ti o n  a n d M o d e r ni z a ti o n

1   I n c ol o ni al L o ui si a n a, t h e t e r m C r e ol e 

C f  L   w a s u s e d t o i n di c at e N e w  W o rl d 

p r o d u ct s d e ri v e d f r o m Ol d W o rl d st o c k a n d c o ul d a p pl y t o  

p e o pl e, a r c hit e ct u r e, o r li v e st o c k. R e g a r di n g p e o pl e. C r e ol e  

hi st o ri c all y r ef e r r e d t o t h o s e b o r n i n L o ui si a n a d u ri n g t h e  

Fr e n c h a n d S p a ni s h p e ri o d s, r e g a r dl e s s o f t h ei r et h ni cit y.  

T o d a y, a s i n t h e p a st. C r e ol e t r a n s c e n d s r a ci al b o u n d a ri e s. It  

c o n n e ct s p e o pl e t o t h ei r c ol o ni al r o ot s, b e t h e y d e s c e n d a nt s  

o f E u r o p e a n s ettl e r s, e n sl a v e d Af ri c a n s, o r t h o s e o f mi x e d  

h e rit a g e, w hi c h m a y i n cl u d e Af ri c a n, Fr e n c h, S p a ni s h, a n d  

N a ti v e A m e ri c a n i nfl u e n c e s.

S ci o n s  o f  F r e n c h a n d  S p a ni s h  c ol o ni st s .  . . C r e ol e s  o f  Fr e nc h, S p a nis h, Af ri c a n,  a n d  I n di g e n o u s  a n c e s t r y . . . a n d  g e n e r a ti o n s  o f  Af ri c a n  A m e ri c a n s:  t h es e a r e  t h e f a c e s  o f  C a n e  Ri v e r ’s m a n y - si d e d  c ult ur e.
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The region's flat landscape 
allowed the Red River's main 
channel to shift eastward twice 
in the 1700s and 1800s. The land 
between the earlier channels— 
now the Cane and Old rivers— 
was called Isle Brevelle. Embraced 
and sustained by the rivers, it 
became the center of Cane River 
Creole culture.
UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA

The Cotton Year
An Endless Cycle of Work

Life on the plantations revolved 
around the demands of the 
cotton crop. The labor cycle 
encompassed almost the entire 
year. In his 1858 book Fifty 
Years in Chains; or, the Life of 
an American Slave, Charles 
Ball, who had worked on both 
tobacco and cotton plantations, 
wrote: “The tasks [for tobacco] 
are not so excessive as in the 
cotton region, nor is the press of 
labour so incessant throughout 
the year.” After tenant farmers 
and sharecroppers replaced 
enslaved workers, the labor 
cycle remained much the same. 
By the early 1900s, powered 
machines made some tasks 
easier, but picking was the last 
process to be mechanized.

The cotton year began in late 
March as workers plowed and 
planted the fields. After two or 
three weeks they used hoes to 
“chop” or thin the seedlings and 
remove weeds. They typically 
repeated this process four times 
over the summer.

Cane River
CANE RIVER NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA /  THOMAS MEREDITH

In August, every available 
person was put to the task of 
picking the cotton. The over-
seer issued each picker a sack 
and a large basket. The grueling 
work lasted from first light until 
it was too dark to see. (A full 
moon could extend the labor 
well into the night.) Pickers 
repeatedly bent to pick low 
cotton, and often suffered deep 
cuts from the hard, sharp bolls. 
The overseer made sure the 
pace didn’t slacken. The pickers 
emptied their sacks into their 
baskets and carried them to the 
gin house for weighing. The 
overseer expected adults to pick 
at least 200 pounds a day.

The cotton had to be picked 
three or four times, as the 
bolls continually opened. 
Picking usually continued into 
the new year. In January and 
February, some workers pulled 
and burned the plants. Others 
mended fences and machinery 
and harvested cypress from the 
plantation’s timberlands. In 
March, the cycle began again as 
workers readied the fields for 
plowing and planting.

The historic landscapes and 
dozens of structures preserved 
at Oakland and Magnolia 
plantations tell human stories. 
They show us how the people 
who lived here and worked 
this land for over two centuries 
adapted to historical, economic, 
social, and agricultural change. 
Today their descendants carry on 
many of their traditions.

The Prud’homme and LeComte 
families built their homes atop 
the natural levees along the Cane 
River. They planted crops on the 
rich floodplain—much of it still 
in production—that slopes down 
to the cypress swamps.

You’ll arrive at Oakland “back 
of the big house,” through the 
working part of the plantation. 
Sheds, shops, and storehouses 
recall the ceaseless tasks—from 
carpentry to the tending of live-
stock—that supported life on the 
plantations. The artifacts and 
fine interior details of Oakland’s 
main house reflect the French 
colonial culture of the region.

Children joined their parents 
in the cotton fields when 
they were old enough to 
haul a cotton sack, 1940.
FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION. 1940, LIBRARY 
OF CONGRESS

Visiting the
Living Traditions on the

Workers were paid with tokens 
(below) and other currency that 
could only be spent at the 
plantation store (left).
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Area
Cane River

At Magnolia you can see how 
the people who served King 
Cotton worked and lived. Visit 
the gin barn where they handled 
tons of fiber each day. Here they 
fed the steam-powered gin and 
operated the presses, powered 
first by mules and later by 
steam, to bale the cotton. At 
day’s end they returned to their 
quarters (eight of their houses 
still stand here, in neat brick 
rows). The larger overseer’s 
house is evidence of the planta-
tion hierarchy.

Magnolia and Oakland are part 
of Cane River National Heritage 
Area. Homes, churches, military 
posts, and the land, which is still 
agricultural, support a broad 
understanding of the area's 
history and culture.

The heritage area includes 
Magnolia’s main house, which 
is private property outside the 
park boundary. The original 
house burned during the Civil 
War. The Hertzog family rebuilt 
it in 1896.
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Visitor Information
Oakland and Magnolia are open 
daily except federal holidays. You 
may take self-guiding tours of 
both sites from 9 am to 3:30 pm.

Accessibility
We strive to make our facilities, 
services, and programs accessible 
to all. For information ask a ranger, 
call, or check the park website.

Oakland Plantation is 10 miles 
south of Natchitoches, LA.
4386 Highway 494 
Natchez, LA 71456

Magnolia Plantation is 10 miles 
south of Oakland Plantation.
5549 Highway 119 
Cloutierville, LA 71416

Warning: GPS systems may not 
work accurately in rural areas. Call 
f  you need directions.

Safety
Preservation and restoration 
of our historic structures are 
continuing projects. This work 
and the plantations' uneven ter-
rain can make touring the park 
hazardous. Be aware of snakes, 
bees, and fire ants. Summer 
temperatures can be extremely 
high. Wear walking shoes and 
bring water, sunblock, and insect 
repellent. For firearms regula-
tions check the park website.

More Information
Cane River Creole 
National Historical Park 
Headquarters 
PO Box 925
Natchitoches, LA 71458 
318-352-0383, ext. 316 
www.nps.gov/cari

□ National
Park Foundation

Join the park community. 
www.nationalparks.org

Cane River Creole National 
Historical Park is one of over 400 
parks in the National Park System. 
Learn more about national parks 
at www.nps.gov.
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