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CONNIMARA, CARL SANDIURG HOLE

NORTI CARCLINA

The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings

Carl Sandburg was one of éur most versatile American writers. Iis
publications included poetry, ﬁistory, bidgraphy, stories for
children, a novel, an autobiography, and a collection of folk songs.
He was the only American to receive Pulitzer Prizes in two different

fields: one in history for Abraham Lincoln: The War Years published

in 1939, and one in poetry for Complete Poems published in 1950.

The current critical assessment of him is that he will stand as one

of the major poets of the 20th century.

Sandburg lived at Connemara Farm in Flat Rock, North Carolina from
1945 to 1967, longer than at any other place. It was there that

he wrote his autobiographxyAlways the Young Strangersy his only novel,

Remembrance Rock; his one~volume Abraham Lincoln; and several books

of verse. His Complete Poems, some of which were written at

Connemara, earned him the Pulitzer Prize in 1951. The Sandburg
house, built in 1838 by Christopher G. Memminger, Secretary of the
Treasury for the Confederacy (1861-1864), contains all the Sandburg
personal and literary effects. The 24l-acre estate is owneé oy

Mrs. Carl Sandburg, who continues to make her home there.
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On their trip the thres womon §

gnd the Carxolinsa. Wien they came to the wmowntaine ie western Novth
Caroling, Psula Sendburg felt immedintaly et home. A real estate agend
showed the party sevaral places, and oue of them wse the Conmowars Fava
in Flat Rock. A few niles south of Hendersenville, the property stood
2,300 feet above geal level, Bordering on 1t was Big Blassy, & smooth
upward slope rieing 500 fest in almost perpendiculer Fashion. Deyond
it was the Appalachian range of the Great Swmokies, Sandburg told his
wife that the cholece of thelr wew locaiion was hers, but ghe insisted
that her husband viazit Conmemars before the decision was made.

Sandburg loved it too, and Conmemara beeaue thelirs. They delayad

departure to thelr new home, however, vatil the end of the war in 1945,

The éstag& ;ongista& of 261,18 scres, ebout tws-thirds of them covered
“with trees. Er&ﬁeé‘ia century old pine and oak, the facmbouse was a
geaceiul example of Seuthern ruzal axe&iﬁ@ci&t@ of the mid-19th century.
Two stories with an attic and 2 large gz@anﬁ flooy, 1t had baen con-
strocted in 1838 by Chris@&ph@ﬁ G. Yeaminger, whg}iaaaf sarved as the
Secretary of the Treasury for the Confederacy.  E§ﬁmiag%f walled the
estate "Rock Hill,” but the next ownex, Captain Ellingten Adger Swythe,
changed it to "Commemara,” apparently tekingz the nspe from g district
in Hestern Ireland,

The Sandburgs were quick o settle im the houi and Tnvest it with theis
o%n personality, On the ground floor ware rhe parisr, dining Toom, and £he
kitchen. Upstaire were four rooms leading off & cemtral hall. Ia all

of the rooms, except the kitchen, wera books and more books, On the
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mafn £loox were book oleives reashing to whe esilizg, While ohe volumes
were not alphsbetized or catalogued, thore wae sows form to theivy arceage-
ment, On the ground floox ware aovels, essays, bilographies, aad vorks

on lsbor and trade woniomism. Upstairs wvere postry, criticisn, and
belles-lettres. Scattered throughout were humdreds of books on Americem
history. Im his study Sandburg kept all his published works, 1§civﬁgﬁﬁ
forelgn translations, Here he also had books on American Tolk musiec,

which he hed wsed In reseavching The Americam Songhag,

Sandburg usually worked late into the aight, and, consequently, he was
& late riser. B2 normelly cawe downsitaice sbout noon, Pauls and the
three girls, however, were up and about much earlier, for there were
farm chores to do. The Sandburgs continmued ko develop their herd of
Nubian and Toggenbuxg poats. The avimals fuvrnished the femily with
gmple wilk, chesge, and bukter. A daixy iz nearby Henderscavilis

purchaged excess produce,

Sandburg spent his aftezmoons greeting callevs and auswering corre-
spondence, and he often took hikes im the woods or climbed Big Glassy
Mountain, Sandburg especially loved the welk inm the meadows awt on
mountain trails. He gsve names to puysical fenmtures he encoumtersd o
his trips. The path aveusd Little Glassy Moumtsin became Memminger Trail,

Two great oaks he admired he named after Abvehem Lincoln and Robert B, ise,

Connemara had much o offer in the way of peturael beauty, There were
many varieties of twees: wved ozk, white osk, chestouwl osk, black ecalk,
hickory, birch, walnut, yelliow poplsr, maple, gum, cherxy, beach,

enstern white pine, and pitch pine. Below them gyvew flowering dogwoud,

rhodedendron, mountain lasurel, huckisberry, winterbexry, and pevsiswmown,
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