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FOR Y O U R  S A F E T Y  IN  TH E  C A V E R N
You s h o u ld  w e a r shoes w ith  lo w  ru b b e r  hee ls  and 
n o n -sk id  so les  in  th e  ca ve rn .

A n  e n tra n c e  o r  u s e r  fe e  is  c h a rg e d  fo r  v is i t in g  th e  
p a rk 's  fe a tu re s .  A n n u a l G o lden  E ag le  a n d  G o lden  
A g e  P a s s p o r ts  a re  h o n o re d .

As th e  N a tio n 's  p r in c ip a l co n s e rv a tio n  ag e n cy , th e  D e p a rt­
m en t o f th e  In te r io r  has resp o n s ib ility  fo r  m ost o f o u r  n a ­
tio n a lly  o w n e d  p u b lic  lands and  n a tu ra l reso u rc es . Th is  
inc ludes fo s te r in g  th e  w ises t use o f  o u r  land and w a te r  
reso u rc es , p ro te c tin g  o u r  fish  and  w ild life , p re s e rv in g  th e  
e n v iro n m e n ta l and c u ltu ra l values o f o u r n a tio n a l parks  and  
h is to rica l p laces, and  p ro v id in g  fo r  th e  e n jo y m e n t o f life  
th ro u g h  o u td o o r re c re a tio n . T h e  D e p a rtm e n t assesses our  
e n e rg y  and  m in e ra l re s o u rc e s  and  w o rk s  to  ass u re  th a t  th e ir  
d e v e lo p m e n t is in th e  bes t in te re s ts  o f all o u r p eo p le . The  
D e p a rtm e n t also has a m a jo r  resp o n s ib ility  fo r  A m erican  
In d ian  re s e rv a tio n  co m m u n ities  and  fo r  p eo p le  w h o  live in 
Is lan d  T e rr ito r ie s  u n d e r U S. a d m in is tra tio n .

N a tio n a l P a rk  S e rv ic e
U .S . D E P A R T M E N T  OF THE IN T E R IO R

On th e  n o r th e a s te rn  s lo p e  o f  th e  G u a da lu p e  
M o u n ta in s  in s o u th e rn  N e w  M e x ic o  is C a rlsbad  
C a ve rn s , a p la ce  o f  c o n tra s ts . U n lik e  m an y  o th e r  
n a tu ra l p a rk s , i t  rea ch e s  deep  w ith in  th e  e a rth  to  
p re s e rv e  and  in te rp re t  a s u b te rra n e a n  w o n d e rla n d  
a c c la im e d  as " k in g  o f  its  k in d ."  O n th e  s u rfa c e , th e  
land  is  h a rsh  and  ru g g e d , w ith  th e  s te e p  ro ck - 
s tre w n  r id g e s  c o v e re d  w ith  c a c tu s  a n d  o th e r  sp in y  
p la n ts . T e m p e ra tu re s  a re  o fte n  e x tre m e  and  ra in ­
fa ll is sp a rse . B u t b e lo w  g ro u n d , h uge  g a lle rie s  
la v is h ly  d e c o ra te d  w ith  d e lic a te  s to n e  fo rm a t io n s  
a re  a lw a ys  c o o l and  m o is t.

S om e  66 caves a re  p re s e rv e d  in  th e  1 8 ,9 1 6 -h e c ­
ta re  (46 ,7 5 3 -a c re ) p a rk . C a rlsb ad , th e  la rg e s t, has 
o n e  ro o m  w ith  a f lo o r  a rea e q u a l to  14 fo o tb a ll 
f ie ld s  and  e n o u g h  h e ig h t fo r  th e  U .S. C a p ito l b u ild ­
in g  in one  c o rn e r .

Y ou can  to u r  v a s t u n d e rg ro u n d  ch a m b e rs , e x p lo re  
deep, w in d in g  c a n y o n s  on th e  s u rfa c e , s tu d y  P e r­
m ia n  A ge  fo s s il ree f, v ie w  u n u sua l d e s e rt p la n ts , 
and  w itn e s s  s p e c ta c u la r  e ve n in g  b a t f l ig h ts  w h e n  
th e  m ig ra to ry  c o lo n y  is in  re s ide n ce .

H O W  TH E  C A V E R N S  FO R M E D
T he lim e s to n e  in  w h ic h  th e  c a v e rn s  fo rm e d  w as 
d e p o s ite d  n e a r th e  e dge  o f  an in la n d  a rm  o f  th e  
sea d u r in g  P e rm ian  t im e s , a b o u t 2 5 0  m ill io n  yea rs  
ago . Its  c o re  is a fo s s il b a r r ie r  re e f b u ilt  b y  lim e- 
s e c re t in g  a lg a e  and  o th e r  m a r in e  o rg a n is m s . To 
th e  n o r th  a re  la y e re d  ro c k s  w h ic h  fo rm e d  in  a 
la g o o n  b e h in d  th e  re e f, and  to  th e  s o u th  a re  e x ­
p o s u re s  o f  ta lu s , o r  ro c k  f ra g m e n ts , b ro k e n  fro m  
th e  re e f's  c re s t b y  s to rm s  o n  th e  a n c ie n t sea.

In t im e , g ro w th  o f  th e  m ass ive  re e f w as  h a lte d  and 
it  b e ca m e  b u rie d  u n d e r la y e rs  o f  s e d im e n t. A  p a t­
te rn  o f  c ra c k s  th e n  a p p ea re d  in th e  ro c k  w h ic h  set 
th e  s ta g e  fo r  th e  fo rm a t io n  o f  th e  cave rn s .

R a in w a te r, c o n v e rte d  to  a w e a k  c a rb o n ic  a c id  by 
a b s o rp t io n  o f  c a rb o n  d io x id e  in th e  s o il and de ­
c a y in g  m a tte r  ab o ve , seeped in to  th e  c ra c k s  and 
w o rk e d  its  w a y  d o w n  to  th e  p e rm a n e n tly  s a tu ra ­
te d  zo n e — w a te r  ta b le . I t  th e n  s lo w ly  d isso lve d  
th e  ro c k  to  c re a te  im m e n se  u n d e rg ro u n d  g a lle ries .

A s  m o u n ta in  b u ild in g  fo rc e s  ra ised  th e  ca ve rn s  
a b o ve  th e  w a te r  ta b le , a ir  f i l le d  its  c h a m b e rs  and 
m in e ra l- la d e n  w a te r  f i l te r in g  in  f ro m  th e  s u rfa c e  
b e g an  to  d e c o ra te  th e  ro o m s  w ith  s ta la c t ite  and 
s ta la g m ite  fo rm a t io n s .  A  fe w  o f  th e s e  a re  s t ill 
s lo w ly  g ro w in g , b u t no  c h a n g e  is  n o tic e d  in  a 
h u m a n  life t im e .

TH E  B A TS
F or th o u s a n d s  o f  yea rs , b a ts  th a t  w in te r  in  M e x ic o  
have  used o n e  p o r t io n  o f  th e  m a in  c a v e rn  as a 
su m m e r hom e . F ro m  la te  s p r in g  u n t i l  th e  f i r s t  m a jo r 
f r o s t  in  O c to b e r  o r  e a r ly  N o v e m b e r, th e se  t in y  
f ly in g  m am m a ls  s p ira l o u t  o f  th e  c a v e rn  e n tra n c e  in 
in c re d ib le  n u m b e rs  a t s u n se t ea ch  e ve n in g . T he y  
f ly  s o u th e a s tw a rd  o v e r  th e  e s c a rp m e n t r im  to  feed  
a t n ig h t  on  f ly in g  in s e c ts  a lo n g  th e  B lack  and  Pecos 
R ive rs . B e fo re  su n u p  th e  c o lo n y  re tu rn s  to  th e  
c a v e rn  w h e re  th e  b a ts  s leep  d u r in g  th e  day. U p to  
5 ,0 0 0  b a ts  p e r m in u te  m ay  b o il up th ro u g h  th e  
c a v e rn  o p e n in g , d e p e n d in g  on  w e a th e r  c o n d it io n s  
and  th e  in s e c t fo o d  su p p ly .

THE C A V E R N S  A N D  M A N
M o re  th a n  a th o u s a n d  ye a rs  ago , p re h is to r ic  
In d ia n s  le f t  p a in t in g s  on th e  e n tra n c e  w a ll o f  
C a rlsb a d  C a ve rn s  and c o o ke d  agave  and  o th e r  
d e se rt p la n ts  in  a ro c k  p it  ju s t  o u ts id e . T h e y  w e re  
a t t ra c te d  to  th e  c a v e rn  because  o f  th e  s h e lte r  it  
c o u ld  p ro v id e , as w e re  th e  A p a ch e  In d ia n s  o f  m ore  
re c e n t tim e s .

M o re  p e rm a n e n t s e tt le rs  a r r iv in g  a f te r  th e  C iv il 
W a r w e re  a t t ra c te d  to  th e  c a v e rn  b y  w h a t a p p ea re d  
to  be sm oke  a g a in s t th e  sky ; th e y  w o u ld  r id e  to  th e  
cave  and  d is c o v e r  th a t  th e  d a rk  c lo u d  co n s is te d  
o f  l i te ra l ly  m ill io n s  o f  b a ts  s tre a m in g  o u t o f  th e  
o p e n in g . L a te r , f in d in g  huge g u a n o  d e p o s its  be­
ne a th  th e  b a t ro o s t  va lu a b le  as n a tu ra l fe r t i l iz e r ,  
th e  s e tt le rs ' in te re s t  in  th e  cave  becam e c o m ­
m erc ia l. M in in g  c la im s  w e re  f i le d  on  th e  "B a t C ave" 
and m o re th a n  9 0 ,7 0 0  m e tr ic  to n s  (1 0 0 ,0 0 0  to n s ) o f 
g u a no  w e re  re m o v e d  in 20  years.

Jam es L a rk in  W h ite , a y o u n g  c o w b o y  w h o  w as 
fa s c in a te d  b y  th e  c a v e rn  and its  b a ts , b ecam e  a 
fo re m a n  fo r  th e  g u a n o  m in in g  c o m p a n ie s  and 
sp e n t m o re  th a n  2 0  yea rs  e x p lo r in g , b u ild in g  
t ra ils ,  and  e s c o r t in g  p e o p le  th ro u g h  p o r t io n s  o f  
th e  c a v e rn  he had  d is c o v e re d . H is e f fo r ts ,  a lo n g  
w ith  th o s e  o f  o th e rs , led  to  a v is it  b y  R o b e rt H o lle y  
o f  th e  G e n e ra l Land  O ffic e , to  a 6 -m o n th  N a tio n a l 
G e o g ra p h ic  S o c ie ty  e x p e d itio n  u n d e r  D r. W ill is  T. 
Lee, a n d  f in a lly  to  d e s ig n a tio n  o f  th e  cave  as a 
n a tio n a l m o n u m e n t in 19 2 3 . A d d it io n a l land  and 
caves w e re  a d d ed  in  1 9 3 0  w h e n  i t  becam e  a na­
t io n a l p a rk .

FR O M  DESERT TO  M O U N T A IN S
The la n d sca pe  o f  th e  p a rk  h o lds  as m u c h  in te re s t as 
th e  aw e so m e  c a v e rn s  benea th . E le va tio n s  range  
fro m  1 ,0 97  m e te rs  (3 ,6 0 0  fe e t)  a b o ve  sea leve l a t 
th e  base o f  th e  e s c a rp m e n t on th e  east b o u n d a ry  to  
1 ,936  m e te rs  (6 ,3 5 0  fe e t)  a to p  G u a da lu p e  R idge  on 
th e  w e s t b o u n d a ry . S lic in g  th ro u g h  th e  rug g e d  
b a c k c o u n try  a re  n u m e ro u s  c a n y o n s  w ith  in tr ig u in g  
nam es like  S la u g h te r, B ear, W a ln u t, R a ttlesnake , 
L e fth o o k , M id n ig h t ,  Y ucca , and D oub le .

The Totem  Pole w as fo rm e d  on the  cavern f lo o r  by d rop le ts  of 
w a te r, each ho ld in g  a m inu te  q u a n tity  o f d isso lved lim estone 
A s th e  w a te r fe ll and splashed aga inst the  s ta lagm ite , the  lime 

it  ca rried  p rec ip ita te d  and w as deposited  on th e  t ip  o f th e  pole, 
bu ild ing  it  h ighe r and h ighe r ove r the  cen tu ries.

This b lock  d iag ram  show s the  scale o f th e  princ ipa l cham bers o f 
Carlsbad Caverns, th e ir  pos ition  in th e  G uadalupe Ridge, and the  5 
k ilom ete rs  (3 m iles) o f tra il descending 2 5 3  m ete rs (8 2 9  fee t) in to  
the  m ounta in . As you to u r  the  caverns, no te  the nam es o f the 
places and then f in d  y o u r pos ition  on th e  diagram

T he  shape  o f  th e  
la n d  in  th e  p a rk  has 
c re a te d  w id e  v a r ia t io n s  
in te m p e ra tu re , s o il, s u n lig h t,  
and  m o is tu re , and  th e s e  in 
tu rn  have re s u lte d  in  a w id e  v a r ie ty  
o f  l ife  fo rm s . O n th e  f la t la n d s  n e a r th e  base 
o f th e  m o u n ta in s  a re  c re o s o te  bu sh  and  o th e r  
d ro u g h t re s is ta n t s h ru b s . In  th e  c a n y o n s , b la ck  
w a ln u t,  h a c k b e rry , oak, d e s e rt w il lo w ,  and  o th e r  

tre e s  a re  c o m m o n . T he  ca n y o n  w a lls  and  r id g e  
to p s  a re  c o v e re d  m o s tly  w ith  agave, yu c c a , s o to l, 
o c o t il lo ,  and  d e s e rt g ra sse s ; a n d  a t th e  h ig h e r  e le­
v a t io n s  a re  ju n ip e r ,  p in e , T exa s  m a d ro n e , and , o c ­
c a s io n a lly , a D o u g la s -f ir .  In  a ll, m o re  th a n  6 0 0  
p la n t sp e c ie s  have been id e n t if ie d .  In  w e t yea rs , a 
s u cce ss io n  o f  c o lo r fu l  a n n u a ls  c o v e r  th e  ca n yo ns  
and r id g e s  w ith  a c a rp e t o f  b lo o m s  fro m  s p rin g  
in to  fa ll.

W ild l i fe  a b o un d s , a lth o u g h  th e  n o c tu rn a l h a b its  
and  n a tu ra l c a m o u fla g in g  o f  m any spec ies  keep

th e m  fro m  b e in g  seen re a d ily . M o s t c o m m o n ly  
e n c o u n te re d  a m o n g  th e  m am m a ls  a re  ja c k ra b b its , 
r in g ta ils ,  ra c c o o n s , s ku n ks , fo x e s , g o p h e rs , w o o d  
ra ts , m ic e , s q u ir re ls , p o rc u p in e s , and  m u le  dee r. 
Seen less o fte n  a re  c o y o te s , b a d g e rs , b o b c a ts , 
m o u n ta in  lio n s , and  e lk.

M o re  th a n  2 0 0  spec ies  o f  b ird s ,  ra n g in g  in  size 
f ro m  t in y  h u m m in g b ird s  to  th e  m a je s tic  g o ld e n  
eag le , h a ve  been  id e n tif ie d . D u r in g  th e  su m m e r, 
tu rk e y  v u ltu re s  g lid e  on  th e rm a l c u rre n ts  above  
th e  c a n y o n s , and cave  s w a llo w s  re a r  y o u n g  in  m ud 
nes ts  p la s te re d  h ig h  up  on  th e  w a lls  o f  seve ra l 
caves.

T he h a rsh  la n d  is a lso  th e  h o m e  o f  m any liza rd s  
and  snakes. N o n e  s h o u ld  be fe a re d , b u t  th e  r a t t le ­
snakes sh o u ld  be re s p e c te d . I t  is u n lik e ly  th a t  you  
w il l  see a ny , b u t be w a tc h fu l on w a rm  su m m e r 
e v e n in g s  and  w h e n  tra v e lin g  c ro s s  c o u n try .

C L IM A T E  A N D  S E A S O N S
S u m m e rs  a re  u s u a lly  w a rm  and  w in te rs  m ild . H o w ­
eve r, e x tre m e  ch a n g e s  can  co m e  s u d d e n ly  a t any 
season o f  th e  yea r. I f  m o is tu re  c o m e s  e a rly , spring  
b r in g s  an a b u n d a n ce  o f  c o lo r  as w ild f lo w e rs  and 
c a c tu s  co m e  in to  b lo o m . I t  a lso  b r in g s  s tro n g  
w in d s . In th e  sum m er, th e  b a ts  a re  f ly in g ,  agaves 
b lo o m in g , and  th e  f r u i t  o f  th e  p r ic k ly  p e a r ca c tu s  
is r ip e n in g . T h u n d e rs to rm s  a c c o m p a n ie d  by b r ie f  
b u t o fte n  hea vy  d o w n p o u rs  m ay b r in g  f la s h  f lo o d s  
to  th e  c a n yo n  b o tto m s . In autum n  s q u ir re ls  fa tte n  
th e m s e lv e s  on  f r u i t s  and seeds in  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  
a lo n g  w in te r  s leep , re p t ile s  go  in to  h ib e rn a tio n  
ben ea th  th e  ro c k s , and th e  b a ts  m ig ra te  s o u th ­
w a rd . In  w in te r  th e  n o rm a lly  m ild  w e a th e r  m ay be 
b ro k e n  by a s h o r t l iv e d  s n o w s to rm  o r  a bone- 

c h il l in g  " c o ld  f r o n t "  sw e e p in g  th ro u g h  on  gale 
fo rc e  w in d s . In th e  c a v e rn s  th e  te m p e ra tu re  re ­
m a ins  c o n s ta n t a t 1 3 °  C (5 6 °  F) ye a r ro u n d . A v e r ­
age a n n u a l p re c ip ita t io n  is 3 5 .5  cm  (1 4  in .).
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Bats leave the cave's natural entrance on their evening flight.

W H A T  TO  SEE A N D  DO
A v a r ie ty  o f  a c t iv it ie s  can  be e n jo ye d  b o th  above  
and  b e lo w  g ro u n d . T he  v is ito r  c e n te r  is n e a r th e  
c a v e rn  e n tra n c e , w h ic h  is 11 k ilo m e te rs  (7 m iles) 
w e s t o f  h ig h w a y  6 2 -1 8 0  a t th e  end o f  S ta te  R o u te  7. 
T he  c e n te r  is o pen  d a ily  th ro u g h o u t  th e  yea r. In ­
fo rm a t io n  and  o r ie n ta t io n  se rv ic e s , e x h ib its , and 
in te rp re t iv e  p u b lic a t io n s  a re  ava ila b le .

C om plete u n d erg ro u n d  in te rp re tiv e  trips  a re  o f ­
fe re d  c o n t in u o u s ly  f ro m  8 :0 0  a .m . to  2 :0 0  p .m . and 
e le v a to r  t r ip s  f ro m  8 :0 0  a.m. to  3 :1 5  p .m . fro m  
S e p te m b e r th ro u g h  A p r il and fo r  lo n g e r  ho u rs  
d u r in g  th e  su m m e r. V is ito rs  have a c h o ic e  o f  e ith e r  
w a lk in g  in  th ro u g h  th e  n a tu ra l e n tra n c e  on  a com ­
p le te  5 -k ilo m e te r  (3-m ile ) t r ip ,  o r  e n te r in g  b y  e le­
v a to r  fo r  a 2 -k ilo m e te r  (1% -m ile) w a lk  a ro u n d  th e  
Big Room . On b o th  t r ip s  y o u  re tu rn  to  th e  s u rfa c e  
by e le v a to r . A lth o u g h  you  m ay w a lk  a t y o u r  o w n  
pace , th e  com plete  t r ip  is  s o m e w h a t s tre n u o u s  
and  is n o t re c o m m e n d e d  fo r  p e rs o n s  w ith  w a lk in g  
o r  b re a th in g  p ro b le m s . The m o s t s c e n ic  p o rt io n s  
o f  th e  B ig  R oom  a re  rea ch e d  by a re la t iv e ly  leve l 
t r a i l  th a t  w i l l  a c c o m m o d a te  w h e e lc h a irs . W h e e l­
c h a irs  a re  n o t a va ila b le  a t th e  pa rk .

A  l ig h t  s w e a te r  o r  ja c k e t and c o m fo r ta b le  w a lk in g  
shoes w ith  ru b b e r  so les  o r  h e e lsa re  re co m m e n d e d .

P h o to g ra p h y , in c lu d in g  fla s h  and t im e  e xp o su re s , 
is  p e rm itte d  on  a ll t r ip s .  H o w e v e r, p h o to g ra p h e rs  
m u s t re m a in  on  c a v e rn  t ra ils  and  m u s t n o t  re s t 
ca m e ra s  and  tr ip o d s  on  c a v e rn  fo rm a tio n s .

B at f lig h t p ro gram s  a re  s c h e d u le d  n ig h t ly  a t th e  
e n tra n c e  a m p h ith e a te r  d u r in g  th e  s u m m e r. The 
s ta r t in g  t im e  is a d ju s te d  p e r io d ic a lly  to  f i t  th e  
c o lo n y 's  f l ig h t  p a tte rn , b u t i t  is  u s u a lly  ju s t  b e fo re  
su n se t. The  e x a c t t im e  is  p o s te d  d a ily  in  th e  V is ito r  
C e n te r.

P rim itive  lan tern  trips  in to  N ew  Cave, w h ic h  is  nea r 
th e  e n tra n c e  o f  S la u g h te r  C a n yo n , a re  a va ila b le  
s e a so n a lly  on a lim ite d  basis. In q u ire  a t th e  in fo rm a ­
t io n  desk u pon  a rr iv a l. T he  t r a i l  to  th is  cave  in v o lv e s  
a s tre n u o u s  c lim b  (15 2  m e te rs /5 0 0  fe e t in  e le va ­
t io n )  a n d  sh o u ld  be a tte m p te d  o n ly  by th o s e  in g o o d  
p h y s ic a l c o n d it io n .

N a tu re  trails  ne a r th e  c a v e rn  e n tra n c e  and a lo n g  
th e  W a ln u t C an yo n  e n tra n c e  ro a d  o f fe r  an o p ­
p o r tu n ity  to  b e co m e  a c q u a in te d  w ith  p la n ts  o f  th is  
se m i-a r id  land. G u id e d  w a lk s  in to  th e  d e s e rt are  
a lso  s c h e d u le d  p e r io d ic a lly  d u r in g  th e  m a in  tra v e l 
season.

Sightseeing b y  c a r  can  be b o th  e n jo y a b le  and  e d u ­
c a t io n a l w h e n  tra v e lin g  th e  p a rk  e n tra n c e  roa d  as it  
w in d s  th ro u g h  lo w e r  W a ln u t C anyon  a n d  th e n  
c lim b s  to  th e  to p  o f  th e  C a p ita n  Reef E sca rp m e n t. 
A lo n g  th e  11 -k ilo m e te r  (7-m ile ) ro u te  a re  o p p o r ­
tu n it ie s  to  v ie w  e x p o s u re s  o f  th e  a n c ie n t re e f and 
la g o o n  d e p o s its , w i ld l i fe ,  and  u n u sua l d e s e rt 
p la n ts . R oads ide  e x h ib its  in te rp re t  n a tu ra l fe a tu re s  
a lo n g  th e  ro u te . On c le a r  days, a sw e e p in g  p a n ­
o ra m a  o f  th e  e n t ire  re e f e s c a rp m e n t and  th e  D e la ­
w a re  P la in  e x te n d in g  m o re  th a n  161 k ilo m e te rs  
(100  m iles) s o u th w a rd  in to  Texas a w a its  you  on  th e  
re e f c re s t.

H ik ing  an d  backpacking  a re  l im ite d  o n ly  b y  th e  
a m o u n t o f  w a te r  h ik e rs  can  c a rry . A d e q u a te  w a te r, 
g o o d  b o o ts , and m aps a re  e sse n tia l. P e rm its  are  
re q u ire d  fo r  o v e rn ig h t  b a c k c o u n try  t r ip s .  Use o f  
n a tiv e  fu e ls  fo r  f ire s  is  n o t p e rm itte d .

F o r s a fe ty , ch e ck  w ith  a p a rk  ra n g e r  b e fo re  g o in g  
in to  th e  b a c k c o u n try .

This aerial view of Slaughter Canyon shows 
the typical rugged, rock-strewn ridges and 
desert washes of the park

A ringtail peeks out of its favorite habitat

P R E C A U T IO N S
T he fo l lo w in g  s u g g e s tio n s  are  o f fe re d  t o  he lp  
m ake y o u r  v is it  sa fe  and  p leasan t.

W ear p ro p e r shoes an d  clothing. S hoes w ith  
s y n th e t ic  so les  o f te n  s lip  on  w e t d o w n h ill t r a i ls  in 
th e  c a v e rn ; w e a r sho e s  w ith  ru b b e r  so les  o r  heels. 
B o o ts  a re  adv ise d  f o r  s u rfa c e  h ike s  and  th e  N ew  
Cave t r ip .

S tay on cavern  tra ils  an d  do not run . S te e p  d ro p - 
o f fs  and  deep  p its  lie  ju s t  o f f  th e  cave  t ra i ls  in 
m an y  p laces, and  th in  c ru s t l ik e  d e p o s its  o fte n  c o n ­
cea l c a v it ie s  b e lo w . P a re n ts  s h o u ld  keep  sm a ll c h il­
d re n  a t th e ir  s ide . Use th e  h a n d ra ils  p ro v id e d .

I f  the e le c tr ic a l p o w e r fails  w h ile  y o u  a re  u n d e r­
g ro u n d , s to p  and re m a in  q u ie t u n t i l  th e  lig h ts  
c o m e  on  aga in . P ro v is io n s  have been  m ade  fo r  
su ch  e m e rg e n c ie s  a n d  s ta n d b y  l ig h t in g  w i l l  be in

The collared lizard sometimes runs upright 
on its powerful hind legs.

o p e ra t io n  w ith in  a fe w  m o m e n ts . S u c h  fa ilu re s  are  
re la t iv e ly  ra re .

O bserve p o s te d  sp eed  lim its. T he  p a rk  ro a d s  have 
been d e s ig n e d  f o r  s ig h ts e e in g  and  n o t fo r  h ig h ­
speed  tra v e l.  Be a le r t  fo r  d e e r b o u n d in g  a c ro ss  th e  
ro a d w a y , a n d  fo r  p e o p le  w h o  have  s to p p e d  th e ir  
v e h ic le s  to  o b s e rv e  o r  to  ta k e  p h o to g ra p h s .

W atch fo r  ra ttlesnakes  w h e n  h ik in g  on  th e  s u r ­
fa c e . I f  y o u  s h o u ld  see one , do  n o t k ill it ,  s im p ly  
d e to u r  a ro u n d  it.

B ew are  o f  the cactus and  o th e r desert p /a n fs ; th e ir  
sp in e s  can  in f l ic t  p a in fu l in ju ry .  T he  k n ife lik e  
le c h u g u illa  agave  c a n  even p ie rc e  le a th e r  shoes.

H ELP PR O TEC T Y O U R  P A R K
Touching o r  tapping on cavern  fo rm ations  is p ro ­
h ib ite d . M a n y  o f  th e  s m a lle r  fo rm a t io n s  a re  so 
f ra g ile  th a t  th e y  can  be b ro k e n  b y  a m e re  to u c h , 
and  a ll can  be s ta in e d  by rep e a te d  h a n d lin g . O nce 
d a m a g e d , o r  d e s tro y e d , th e  loss  is  p e rm a n e n t, fo r  
m o s t o f  th e  d e c o ra t io n s  a re  no  lo n g e r  g ro w in g .

C ollecting  o r  d is turb ing  ro c k s , p la n ts , o r  w ild l i fe  
e ith e r  a b o ve  o r  b e lo w  g ro u n d  is p ro h ib ite d  b y  law .

Pets a re  n o t a llo w e d  w ith in  th e  c a v e rn s , p u b lic  
b u ild in g s , o r  b a c k c o u n try , and  m u s t be k e p t on  a 
leash in  o th e r  a reas . K enne l s e rv ic e  is ava ila b le .

Entering  b ack c o u n try  caves an d  undeveloped  
p ortio ns  o f  C arlsbad  C averns  w ith o u t  w r it te n  p e r­
m iss io n  o f  th e  p a rk  s u p e r in te n d e n t is  p ro h ib ite d . 
P e rm iss io n  is  g ra n te d  o n ly  to  in d iv id u a ls  q u a lif ie d  
in "c a v in g "  s k ills  a n d  e n g a g e d  in  in v e s t ig a tio n s  
w h ic h  have  d e m o n s tra b le  va lu e  to  th e  N a tio n a l 
P a rk  S e rv ic e  in  its  m an a g e m e n t and  u n d e rs ta n d ­
ing  o f  ca ve  re s o u rc e s .

H u n tin g  o r  m o le s t in g  w ild life ,  th e  use  o f  f ire a rm s  
and  m e ta l d e te c to rs ,  and  p ro s p e c tin g  fo r  m in in g  
c la im s  a re  a lso  p ro h ib ite d .

H O W  TO  R E A C H  TH E  P A R K
C a rlsb ad  C a ve rn s  N a tio n a l P a rk  is on  U.S. 62 -180 , 
32  k ilo m e te rs  (20  m iles) s o u th w e s t o f  C a rlsbad , 
N .M ., and  2 4 2  k ilo m e te rs  (150  m iles) e as t o f  El 
Paso, Tex., b o th  se rve d  by bus  and a ir  t ra n s p o r ta ­
t io n ,  w ith  re n ta l c a rs  and  bus  s e rv ic e  to  th e  pa rk .

A C C O M M O D A T IO N S  A N D  F A C IL IT IE S
A re s ta u ra n t,  g i f t  shop , n u rs e ry , a n d  ke n n e l are  
n e x t to  th e  v is i to r  c e n te r . L u n che s  and re fre s h ­
m en ts  a re  a lso  a va ila b le  u n d e rg ro u n d . T hese  fa c il i­
t ie s  a re  p ro v id e d  b y  The C a ve rn  S u p p ly  C om pany, 
P.O. D ra w e r Y, C a rlsb ad , N M  8 8 2 2 0 . T he re  a re  no 
o v e rn ig h t  a c c o m m o d a tio n s  o r  c a m p g ro u n d s  in  th e  
p a rk , b u t n u m e ro u s  m o te ls , c a m p g ro u n d s , and 
t r a i le r  p a rk s  a re  lo c a te d  n e a rb y . P ic n ic  fa c il it ie s  
have  been p ro v id e d  a t R a ttle sn a ke  S p r in g s , a de­
ta c h e d  u n it  13 k ilo m e te rs  (8 m iles) s o u th w e s t o f 
th e  p a rk  e n tra n c e  on  th e  S la u g h te r  C anyon  Road.

A D M IN IS T R A T IO N
C a rlsb ad  C a ve rn s  N a tio n a l Park is a d m in is te re d  by 
th e  N a tio n a l P a rk  S e rv ice , U.S. D e p a rtm e n t o f  th e  
In te r io r .  A  s u p e r in te n d e n t, w h o s e  a d d re ss  is  3 2 2 5  
N a tio n a l P a rks  H ig h w a y , C a rlsb ad , N M  8 8 2 2 0 , is in 
im m e d ia te  ch a rg e . F or fu r th e r  in fo rm a t io n  ca ll 
5 0 5 -7 8 5 -2 2 3 3 .


