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address is F o rt O g le th o rp e  G A 3 0 7 4 2 , is in im m ed ia te  cha rge

As the  N a tion  s p r in c ip a l co n se rva tio n  agency, the D e pa rtm en t o f 
the In te r io r  has re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  m ost o f o u r na tio na lly  ow ned  
pub lic  lands and n a tu ra l resou rces  This inc ludes fo s te r in g  the 
w ises t use o f o u r land and w a te r resources  p ro te c tin g  o u r  fish  and 
w ild life  p rese rv ing  the  e n v iro n m e n ta l and c u ltu ra l va lues o f o u r 
na tiona l pa rks  and h is to r ica l places, and p ro v id in g  fo r  the  e n jo y -
m ent o f life  th ro u g h  o u td o o r  rec re a tion  The D e pa rtm en t assesses 
o u r  e n e rg y  and m ine ra l resources  and w o rk s  to  assure tha t the ir 
deve lopm en t is in the  best in te re s ts  o f all o u r peop le  The D e p a rt-
m ent also has a m a jo r re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  A m erican  Ind ian  reserva 
tio n  co m m u n itie s  and fo r  peop le  w h o  live in Is land T e rr ito rie s  under 
U S a d m in is tra tio n
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G eorge  H Thom as p reven ted  
the  U n ion  defea t at C h ickam auga 
fro m  beco m ing  a co m p le te  rou t 
B o rn  m S o u th a m p to n  C o un ty . Va . 
Thom as w as g radua ted  fro m  W est 
P o in t in 1 8 4 0  D u ring  the  
M ex ican  W a r. he served under 
B rax ton  B ragg  W h e n  th e  C iv il 
W a r b ro ke  o u t. Thom as stayed 
w ith  the  U n ion  and at C h ickam auga 
fo u n d  h im se lf fa c in g  his old 
co m m a nder

On th e  a f te rn o o n  o f  S e p te m b e r 1 8 , as th e  C o n -
fe d e ra te s  w e re  m a k in g  th e ir  f in a l m a n e u v e r to  
t ra p  th e  U n io n  fo rc e s , th e  tw o  a rm ie s  m ad e  c o n -
ta c t  n e a r Reeds B rid g e . H u r r ie d ly  a n d  u n e x p e c t-
e d ly , th e  b a tt le  o f  C h ic k a m a u g a  g o t u n d e rw a y . 
F ig h tin g  re su m e d  on  th e  1 9 th , a n d  fo r  th e  n e x t tw o  
days  m en in  b lu e  a n d  g ra y  s t ru g g le d  in th e  dense  
w o o d s  o f  n o r th  G e o rg ia . T he  f i r s t  d a y  w a s  c h a r -
a c te r iz e d  by c o n fu s io n  on  b o th  s id e s  as s o ld ie rs

The B fo th e r to r  House

becam e ta n g le d  in  th e  m ass ive  u n d e rg ro w th .  
A f te r  c h a rg e  and  c o u n te rc h a rg e , th e  b a tt le l in e s  
e x te n d e d  som e  fo u r  m ile s  a lo n g  L a F a y e tte  R oad 
(n o w  U.S. 27). T he  C o n fe d e ra te s  had  g a in e d  
g ro u n d  th a t  day  b u t fa ile d  to  c u t  th e  F e d e ra ls  o f f  
fro m  C h a tta n o o g a .

On S e p te m b e r 2 0  B ra g g  c o n t in u e d  h is  s tra te g y  
o f  t r y in g  to  k n ife  b e tw e e n  th e  U n io n  fo rc e  a n d  th e  
c ity  b y  a t ta c k in g  on  h is r ig h t .  A s  R o se c ra n s  ru sh e d  
tro o p s  to  h is le f t  to  c o u n te r  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  as-
sau lts , a gap  o p e n e d  m o m e n ta r ily  in  th e  U n io n

c e n te r . A t  th is  m o m e n t n e a r th e  B ro th e r to n  
H ouse , G en. J a m e s  L o n g s tre e t,  w h o  had  m assed 
th re e  C o n fe d e ra te  d iv is io n s  th e re ,  o rd e re d  h is 
m en  to  c h a rg e . T he  a t ta c k  p ie rc e d  th e  U n io n  de-
fe n se s  a n d  d ro v e  R o se c ra n s , a lo n g  w ith  h a lf  h is 
a rm y , f ro m  th e  fie ld .

W ith  R o s e c ra n s  g o n e , c o m m a n d  o f  th e  re m a in in g  
U n io n  t ro o p s  d e v o lv e d  on  G en. G e o rg e  H. T hom as. 
H a s tily  re d e p lo y in g  a n u m b e r o f  b rig a d e s  a lo n g  
th e  c re s t  o f  S n o d g ra s s  H ill,  he  fo rm e d  a n e w  lin e  
a lm o s t a t r ig h t  a n g le s  to  h is  o r ig in a l p o s it io n . 
T h o m a s  he ld  h is  g ro u n d  d e s p ite  hea vy  a tta c k  
u n t i l  d u sk , w h e n  he m a n a g e d  to  w ith d ra w  m o s t o f 
h is  t ro o p s . In  th is  a c t io n . T ho m a s  e a rn e d  h is 
n ic k n a m e . "T h e  R ock  o f  C h ic k a m a u g a ."

T he  C o n fe d e ra te s  h a d  w o n  th e  g re a t b a tt le  o f 
C h ic k a m a u g a , b u t th e ir  p r ic e  fo r  v ic to ry  w as 
m o re  th a n  1 8 ,0 0 0  c a s u a ltie s . R o se c ra n s  lo s t 
1 6 ,00 0 .

A f te r  C h ic k a m a u g a . B ra g g  a llo w e d  o n e  v ita l day 
to  s lip  b y  b e fo re  p u rs u in g  th e  U n io n  t ro o p s . W hen  
he fo u n d  th e m , th e y  w e re  so  w e ll e n tre n c h e d  in 
C h a tta n o o g a  th a t  a f r o n ta l a s s a u lt w o u ld  have 
been  d is a s tro u s . S o  th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  in v e s te d  
th e ir  o p p o n e n ts , a t te m p t in g  to  s ta rv e  th e m  in to  
s u rre n d e r . T he  A rm y  o f  th e  C u m b e r la n d 's  s itu a t io n  
w a s  c r it ic a l.  A n d  th e  re s o lu t io n  o f  th is  c r is is  
w o u ld  h a ve  a g re a t dea l to  d o  w ith  th e  o u tc o m e  
o f  th e  w a r.



W h a t h a p pe n e d  a t C h icka m a u g a  d if fe re d  l i t t le  
f ro m  m an y  o th e r  b a tt le s  o f  th e  C iv il W a r. O p p o s -
ing  a rm ie s  b o re  d o w n  on  o n e  a n o th e r , c la sh e d , 
and m o ve d  o n , le a v in g  a w a k e  o f  d e s tru c t io n  and  
b it te rn e s s  w h ic h  w o u ld  e n d u re  fo r  yea rs . F o r th e  
p e o p le  w h o  liv e d  a lo n g  C h ic k a m a u g a  C re ek , th e  
w a r m u s t have  seem ed  lik e  a d re a m , f o r  no  one 
had e x p e c te d  i t  to  c o m e  he re . S o  th e  D ye rs , V it- 
te to e s , K e lly s , B ro th e r to n s ,  and  S n o d g ra sse s  
w o rk e d  th e  h a rd , p o o r  so il o f  n o r th e rn  G e o rg ia , 
p ro b a b ly  th in k in g  m o re  o f  th e  fa l l  h a rv e s t th a n  on 
th e  s tru g g le s  and  f ig h t in g .  B u t b y  th e  e n d  o f  
S e p te m b e r 1 8 6 3  th e ir  fa rm la n d  had  b e c o m e  a 
b a tt le g ro u n d  on w h ic h  a b o u t 4 ,0 0 0  m en  lo s t 
th e ir  lives.

It w as  th e  ra ilro a d s  th a t  d re w  th e  a rm ie s  to  
C h icka m au g a . R ail lin e s  b ra n c h e d  o u t f ro m  C h a t-
ta n o o g a , th e n  a c i t y  o f  2 ,5 4 5  p e o p le , to  M e m p h is , 
N a sh v ille , A t la n ta , a n d  K n o x v ille . T h is  e a s t-w e s t 
c o m m u n ic a tio n s  a n d  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  ju n c t io n  w as 
c ru c ia l to  th e  S o u th 's  s u rv iv a l. F o r th e  U n io n , it  
w as  th e  ke y  to  s p lit t in g  th e  C o n fe d e ra c y . I f  C h a t-
ta n o o g a  c o u ld  be ta k e n , A t la n ta ,  a n d  e v e n tu a lly  
a ro u te  to  th e  sea, w o u ld  be w ith in  th e  g ra s p  o f  
th e  F ed e ra l a rm ie s . C h ic k a m a u g a  w a s  th e  f i r s t  
s te p  to  C h a tta n o o g a .

A f te r  th e  B a tt le  o f  S to n e s  R iv e r, e a r ly  in 1 8 6 3 , th e  
U n io n  A rm y  o f  th e  C u m b e r la n d  fa c e d  th e  C o n -
fe d e ra te  A rm y  o f  T ennessee  f o r  s ix  m o n th s  in 
m id d le  T ennessee. The  U n io n  c o m m a n d e r, G en. 
W illia m  S. R ose c ra n s , s lo w ly  m ad e  p re p a ra tio n

to  a d v a n c e  s o u th e a s t, to o  s lo w ly , in  fa c t ,  f o r  P re s i-
d e n t A b ra h a m  L in c o ln  a n d  H e n ry  H a lle c k . g e n e ra l- 
in -c h ie f. T h e y  c o n t in u a lly  u rg e d  h im  to  cease  m a k -
in g  e xcu se s  and  m o v e  o u t.

In  la te  J u n e  1 8 6 3 , R o s e c ra n s  f in a lly  p u t  h is  5 8 ,0 0 0  
m an  fo rc e  in to  m o tio n . T h ro u g h  a s e rie s  o f  d a r in g  
ta c t ic a l m an e u v e rs , he fo rc e d  G en. B ra x to n  
B ra g g 's  C o n fe d e ra te  a rm y  to  a b a n d o n  its  p o s i-
t io n s  a n d  w ith d ra w  a c ro s s  th e  T ennessee  R iv e r 
to  C h a tta n o o g a .

U n t il e a r ly  S e p te m b e r B ra g g  a w a ite d  a t ta c k  by 
th e  U n io n  fo rc e s , w h ic h  he fe l t  s u re  w o u ld  be 
d ire c te d  a t C h a tta n o o g a . In s te a d , R o se c ra n s  
fe ig n e d  an a t ta c k  o n  th e  c ity ,  w h ile  he c ro s s e d  
th e  T ennessee  w e ll to  th e  s o u th w e s t w ith  h is 
m a in  fo rc e  a n d  a d v a n c e d  in to  th e  m o u n ta in s . 
O u tf la n k e d , B ra g g  w ith d re w  to w a rd  L a F a y e tte , 
Ga., 26  m ile s  s o u th , to  a w a it  re in fo rc e m e n ts  and  
an o p p o r tu n ity  to  s t r ik e  th e  s c a tte re d  U n io n  a rm y .

B ra g g  tw ic e  p u t h is  t ro o p s  in  m o t io n  in  an e f fo r t  
t o  d e s tro y  is o la te d  s e g m e n ts  o f  R o se c ra n s ' 
t ro o p s , b u t  su cce e d e d  o n ly  in  w a rn in g  th e  F ede ra l 
c o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  d a n g e r. W h e n  th e  U n io n  fo rc e  
b e g an  to  c o n c e n tra te ,  B ra g g  m o v e d  n o r th  a ro u n d  
th e  e n e m y  to  se ize  th e  ro a d  to  C h a tta n o o g a  and  
se v e r R o se c ra n s ' c o m m u n ic a t io n  ro u te s . By 
S e p te m b e r 1 8 th  th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  had  been  re in -
fo rc e d  w ith  t ro o p s  f ro m  East T enne sse e , M is s is -
s ip p i,  and  V irg in ia ,  b r in g in g  th e ir  s tre n g th  to  m o re  
th a n  6 6 ,0 0 0  m en.



A  TO U R  OF C H IC K A M A U G A  B A T T L E F IE L D

The m a jo r  p o in ts  o f  in te re s t  on  th e  b a tt le f ie ld  can 
be re a c h e d  b y  fo l lo w in g  th e  7 -m ile  a u to m o b ile  
to u r ,  w h ic h  is m a rk e d  b y  a rro w s . A lo n g  th e  ro u te , 
lo w , t r ia n g u la r  c a n n o n b a ll m o n u m e n ts  m a rk  th e  
s ite s  o f  c o rp s  and  a rm y  h e a d q u a r te rs . T he  cast 
iro n  p la q u es  in d ic a te  t r o o p  m o v e m e n ts . A s you  
read th e  te x t  on th e  m a rk e rs  and  lo o k  o v e r  th e  
to p  o f  th e m  you  w il l  be  v ie w in g  th e  sce n e  w h ic h  
c o n fro n te d  th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  o f  th a t  p a r t ic u la r  
re g im e n t d u r in g  th e  b a tt le . L a rg e  t r ia n g u la r  c a n -
n o n b a ll m o n u m e n ts  s ta n d  w h e re  e ig h t  b r ig a d e  
co m m a n d e rs  d ied  d u r in g  th e  b a ttle .

T o u rs to p  m a rk e rs  a lo n g  th e  ro u te  w i l l  a lso  he lp  
you  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  d if fe re n t  phases o f  th e  B a tt le  
o f  C h icka m au g a . N u m b e rs  1 th ro u g h  8 on  th e  m ap 
c o rre s p o n d  to  m a rk e rs  on th e  B a tt le  o f  C h icka -
m auga , th e  B a tt le  L in e , M ix -u p  in  th e  U n io n  C om -
m and , th e  C o n fe d e ra te  B re a k th ro u g h , th e  C o s t o f 
C h icka m au g a , W ild e r  T o w e r, R e tre a t o f  th e  U n ion  
R ig h t and  S n o d g ra s s  H ill.

T h ro u g h o u t th e  b a tt le f ie ld  a re  m o n u m e n ts  e re c te d  
by th e  S ta te s  to  h o n o r  th e  m en  w h o  w e n t in to  b a t-
t le  here . U n iq u e  a m o n g  th e m  is th e  s in g le  m o n u -
m en t K e n tu c k y  p u t up to  h e r s o ld ie rs  w h o  fo u g h t 
in th e  U n io n  a n d  C o n fe d e ra te  a rm ie s .

The s ta r  (*) on  th e  m ap lo c a te s  th e  v is ito r  c e n te r  
w h e re  s ta f f  h is to r ia n s  can  a n s w e r y o u r  q u e s tio n s .

V is ito r  C e n te r .  E x h ib its  and  a u d io v is u a l p ro g ra m s  
e xp la in  th e  b a tt le  and  its  p lace  in  th e  C iv il W ar. 
A lso  in  th e  c e n te r  is th e  C laud  E. and  Zenada  O. 

F u lle r C o lle c t io n  o f  A m e ric a n  M il i ta r y  A rm s . T he  
3 5 5  w e a p o n s  in c lu d e  se ve ra l ra re  o r  u n iq u e  item s.

B a t t le l in e  R o a d . T he  C o n fe d e ra te  r ig h t  w in g  e s ta b -
lis h e d  its  lin e  75  to  2 5 0  y a rd s  e as t o f  th is  roa d . 
D u r in g  th e  s e co n d  d ay . U n io n  t ro o p s  o c c u p ie d  th e  
lin e  a lo n g  th e  roa d .

P o e  R o a d .  T h is  is  a c o n t in u a t io n  o f  th e  U n io n  de -
fe n s e  lin e  o f  th e  s e co n d  day. M e ta l m a rk e rs  a t th e  
g u n  b a tte r ie s  g iv e  d e ta ils  o f  e a ch  u n it 's  m oves.

B r o th e r t o n  H o u s e .  L o n g s tre e t tu rn e d  th e  t id e  o f 
b a tt le  w h e n  a g a p  a p p e a re d  in th e  U n io n  lin e  a t 
th is  p o in t.  He s e n t h is  v e te ra n s  in to  th e  b re e ch  
and  th e  U n io n  r ig h t  d e fe n se  lin e  co lla p se d .

A B O U T  Y O U R  V IS IT
C h ic k a m a u g a  B a tt le f ie ld  is o n e  o f  s e v e ra l sepa-
ra te  u n its  w ith in  th e  n a t io n a l m il i ta ry  p a rk . V is its  
to  th e s e  o th e r  a reas w i l l  ro u n d  o u t th e  s to ry  o f 
C iv il W a r a c t io n  in  th e  C h a tta n o o g a  a rea .

P o in t  P a rk  a n d  L o o k o u t  M o u n ta in  B a t t le f ie ld  

F ro m  P o in t P a rk , on  th e  n o r th e rn  t ip  o f  L o o k o u t 
M o u n ta in ,  th e re  is a c o m p re h e n s iv e  v ie w  o f  th e  
w h o le  a rea . T he  O chs M u s e u m  th e re  d e p ic ts  b o th  
th e  s ie g e  a n d  b a tt le  o f  C h a tta n o o g a . N e a rb y  are  
th e  re s to re d  C ra v e n s  H ouse , p ic n ic  a rea , and  
se ve ra l m ile s  o f  h ik in g  t ra ils .

M is s io n a r y  R id g e

T h is  b a tt le  is c o m m e m o ra te d  by a se rie s  o f  p a rk  
a re a s  a lo n g  th e  s u m m it. T h e y  c a n  be re a c h e d  by 
w a y  o f  C re s t R oad. O r c h a r d  K n o b ,  w h e re  G ra n t 
had  h is h e a d q u a r te rs , and  S ig n a l  P o in t—  b o th  
d e ta c h e d  p o in ts  o f  in te re s t— a re  lo c a te d  on  th e  
m ap.

U n ion  genera ls  w a tch  th e  p rogress  
o f the  B a ttle  o f C h ickam auga in 
th is  e tch in g  m ade fro m  a sketch 
by J F. H illen, a C iv il W a r a rtis t

FOR Y O U R  S A F E T Y
W e have  m ade  e f fo r ts  to  m ake  y o u r  v is it  a sa fe  
one , b u t th e re  a re  s t i l l  h a za rd s  th a t  re q u ire  y o u r  
v ig ila n c e . Be c a u tio u s  and  use c o m m o n  sense 
w h ile  h ik in g , c lim b in g , and  g o in g  up  and  d o w n  
s ta irw a y s .

The c o lle c t io n  w as  g ive n  b y  th e  F u lle rs  to  th e  N a-
t io n a l P a rk  S e rv ic e  in  19 5 4 , O u ts id e  is an a r t i l le r y  
d isp la y , i l lu s t ra t in g  th e  v a r io u s  c a n n o n s  used  by 
th e  lig h t  f ie ld  a r t i l le r y  d u r in g  th e  C iv il W ar.


