
A D M IN IS T R A T IO N

C hesapeake  &  O h io  C ana l N a tio n a l H is to r ic a l 
P a rk  is  a d m in is te re d  by th e  N a tio n a l P a rk  S e rv ice , 
U .S. D e p a rtm e n t o f  th e  In te r io r .

F o r g e n e ra l p a rk  in fo rm a t io n ,  p h o n e 301 -7 3 9 -4 2 0 0  
o r  w r i te  th e  S u p e r in te n d e n t, C &  O Canal N a tio n a l 
H is to r ic a l P a rk , B ox 4, S h a rp s b u rg , M d . 2 1 7 8 2 . F or 
s p e c if ic  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t th e  lo w e r  s e c tio n  f ro m  
G e o rg e to w n  to  S eneca , p h o n e  G re a t Fa lls  T ave rn , 
3 0 1 -2 9 9 -3 6 1 3 . In case o f  e m e rg e n c y  a n y tim e  in 
th e  p a rk , ca ll 3 0 1 -7 3 9 -4 2 0 6 .

A s th e  N a tio n 's  p r in c ip a l c o n s e rv a t io n  a g e ncy , th e  
D e p a rtm e n t o f  th e  In te r io r  has re s p o n s ib il ity  fo r  
m o s t o f  o u r  n a t io n a lly  o w n e d  p u b lic  lands and 
n a tu ra l re s o u rc e s . T h is  in c lu d e s  fo s te r in g  th e  
w is e s t use  o f  o u r  land  and  w a te r  re s o u rc e s , p ro ­
te c t in g  o u r  f is h  a n d  w ild life ,  p re s e rv in g  th e  en ­
v iro n m e n ta l and  c u ltu ra l va lu e s  o f  o u r  n a tio n a l 
p a rk s  and  h is to r ic a l p laces, and  p ro v id in g  fo r  th e  
e n jo y m e n t o f  l ife  th ro u g h  o u td o o r  re c re a tio n . T he  
D e p a rtm e n t assesses o u r  e n e rg y  a n d  m in e ra l re ­
so u rce s  and  w o rk s  to  assu re  th a t  th e ir  d e v e lo p ­
m e n t is  in  th e  b es t in te re s ts  o f  a ll o u r  pe o p le . The  
D e p a rtm e n t a lso  has a m a jo r  re s p o n s ib il ity  fo r  
A m e ric a n  In d ia n  re s e rv a tio n  c o m m u n it ie s  and  fo r  
p e o p le  w h o  liv e  in  Is la n d  T e r r ito r ie s  u n d e r U.S. 
a d m in is tra t io n .

Chesapeake & 
Ohio Canal

N A T IO N A L  H IS T O R IC A L  PA R K 

D IS T R IC T  O F  C O L U M B IA /M A R Y L A N D

N atio n al P ark  S erv ice
U .S . D E P A R T M E N T  O F TH E IN T E R IO R

The  C. &  O. Canal to w p a th  can  se rve  as an a f te r ­
n o o n 's  re tu rn  to  th e  past, a w e e k -lo n g  h ik in g  t r ip ,  a 
p lace  f o r  q u ie t m e d ita tio n , a s ite  fo r  an a m b it io u s  
f ie ld  t r ip  co n ce rn e d  w ith  e c o lo g y , g e o lo g y , e n g i­
n e e rin g  h is to ry , e c o n o m ic  th e o ry ,  and  lo c a l c u l­
tu re .

I t  o f fe rs  th e  sudden  d e lig h ts  o f  w o o d  d u c k s  w ith  
th e ir  y o u n g , o f  c a rd in a ls  and  b lu e b ird s  f la s h in g  
a m o n g  th e  fo lia g e , o f  a fo x  s c ra m b lin g  up a bank , 
o f  th e  ru in e d  in d u s tr ia l s ite s  o f  a n o th e r  era.

W e a th e re d  b y  tim e , th e  a q u e d u c ts  a n d  Paw P aw  
T u n n e l have becom e  m o re  th a n  e n g in e e r in g  fe a ts . 
They n o w  a re  su b tle  p a rts  o f  th e  landscape . The 
ca n a l's  b e g in n in g , th e  t id a l lo c k  a t R ock C reek , is 
d iv o rc e d  fro m  its  m a in  s e c tio n  and  h id d e n  in  a 
c lu m p  o f  w eeds, and its  end , th e  bas in  a t C u m b e r­
la n d , has been f i l le d ,  b u t on  a ll th a t  re m a in s  be­
tw e e n  th e m  th e  s p e c ia l p le a su re s  o f  w a lk in g  and 
lo o k in g  can be fu l ly  rea lized .

The cana l and  its  r ig h t-o f-w a y  a re  s y m b o lic a lly  
w ith o u t  b e g in n in g  and  end , fo r  th e y  o f fe r  a jo u r ­
ney  in to  th e  p as t s u rro u n d e d  b y  th e  tim e lessn e ss  
o f  liv in g  th in g s .



The cana lboat w as hom e fo r  m any fam ilies.

Lock ing th ro ugh .

The steam  lo com o tive  hastened the  end o f the  canal era.

Cana lboat headlam p. C onococheague Creek aqu educt a t the  tu rn  o f th e  cen tu ry .

Y oung boys o ften  d ro ve  the  m ule  teams.

Canalboats a t W illia m sp o rt w a it fo r  th e ir  next haul.

Lock  3 3  across fro m  H arpers Ferry.

W A TE R W A Y  TO  TH E  W E S T

A  n a tio n a l t ra n s p o r ta t io n  d ile m m a  c o n fro n te d  
th e  U n ite d  S ta tes  a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  1 9 th  

c e n tu ry —th e  A p p a la c h ia n s  had to  be c o n q u e re d  
to  u n ite  th e  c o m m e rc ia l e s ta b lis h m e n ts  o f  th e  
East w ith  th e  f r o n t ie r  re s o u rc e s  o f  th e  W est. 
S ig n if ic a n t ly  im p ro v e d  t ra n s p o r ta t io n  fa c il it ie s  
w e re  needed  to  lin k  th e  tw o  reg io n s .

In  1 8 0 6 , P re s id e n t T ho m a s  J e ffe rs o n 's  in te re s t 
in  d e v e lo p in g  n a tio n a l re s o u rc e s  a n d  e x p a n d in g  
th e  c o u n try  p ro m p te d  h im  to  s e c u re  Federa l 
m on e y  to  b u ild  a n a t io n a l h ig h w a y  a c ro s s  th e  
A lle g h e n ie s  as a s te p  to w a rd  o p e n in g  th e  W e s t 
and  ty in g  th e  r ic h  O h io  R ive r V a lle y  to  th e  East­
e rn  se a b oa rd . B y  1 8 1 7 , th e  N a tio n a l R oad fro m  
C u m b e rla n d , M d ., to  W h e e lin g  on  th e  O h io  R ive r 
w as  co m p le te d . M a ry la n d  m ade a b id  f o r  th is  
t r a f f ic  b y  o p e n in g  an e x te n s iv e  sys te m  o f  S ta te  
tu rn p ik e s  o r  ro a d s  ra d ia t in g  f ro m  th e  N a tio n a l 
Road to  th e  se aboa rd . P e n n sy lva n ia  had a lre a d y  
s p e n t m illio n s  on  a ro a d  sys te m  c o n s tru c te d  
w e s tw a rd  a c ro ss  th e  A lle g h e n ie s  and  c o n v e rg in g  
a t P itts b u rg h .

T he heavy t r a f f ic  on th is  ro a d  sys te m  so o n  led  to  
th e  sea rch  fo r  and  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  an even m o re  
e co n o m ic a l m eans o f  t ra n s p o r ta t io n .  A  b e lie f th a t  
w a te r  t ra n s p o r ta t io n  o n  e ith e r  cana ls  o r  im p ro v e d  
r iv e rb e d s  w a s  v a s t ly  s u p e r io r  to  ro a d s  s w e p t th e  
c o u n try  in  th e  e a rly  18 0 0 's . The E rie  C ana l, begun  
in  1 8 1 7  and  o p e ne d  fo r  its  5 8 4 -k ilo m e te r  (363- 
m ile ) le n g th  in  18 2 5 , had  s u c c e s s fu lly  p ro v id e d  an 
e c o n o m ic a l o u t le t  in th e  East fo r  th e  r ic h  ra w  
m a te r ia ls  o f  th e  W est.

The C hesapeake  &  O h io  C ana l w as  b e g un  as a 
p ro p o s e d  w a te rw a y  a lo n g  th e  e s ta b lis h e d  P o to ­
m ac a n d  tra n s -A lle g h e n y  tra d e  ro u te  to  th e  O h io  
R ive r. I t  w as  th e  e c o n o m ic  h e ir  o f  th e  O ld  P o to - 
m ack C o m pa n y  w h ic h  had  a tte m p te d  u n s u cce ss ­
fu l ly  f ro m  1 7 8 5  to  1 8 1 9  to  fu l f i l l  G e o rg e  W ash ­
in g to n 's  d ream  o f  d e v e lo p in g  a p ra c t ic a l w a te r  
ro u te  th ro u g h  th e  P o to m a c  V a lle y .

C o n s tru c t io n  o f  th e  C. &  O. C ana l s ta r te d  on  J u ly  
4 , 18 2 8 . A f te r  m u c h  g lo w in g  o ra to ry  P re s id e n t 
Jo h n  Q u in c y  A d a m s tu rn e d  th e  f i r s t  spade  o f  d ir t .  
On th e  sam e day, c o n s tru c t io n  o f  th e  B a lt im o re  
&  O h io  R a ilro a d  began in  B a lt im o re . T he  ra c e  fo r  
th e  W e s t a c ro ss  th e  A lle g h e n ie s  w as  o n !

F rom  th e  b e g in n in g , th e  ca n a l w as bese t w ith  
m any p ro b le m s . L u m b e r, b u ild in g  s to n e , lim e  fo r  
ce m e n t, a n d  o th e r  b u ild in g  s u p p lie s  w e re  o fte n  
sca rce  and  e xpens ive . E xca va tio n  f re q u e n t ly  
re ve a le d  u n e xp e c te d  h a rd p a n , s la te , o r  g ra v e l 
w h ic h  m ade  th e  w o rk  d i f f ic u l t  and  c o s tly . M a n y  
d if f ic u lt ie s  w e re  e n c o u n te re d  in  s e c u rin g  land  
t i t le s  fo r  th e  r ig h t-o f-w a y . Land c o s ts  w e re  f r e ­
q u e n tly  above  e s tim a te  and  e xce ss ive ly  h igh .

B ecause  th e  P o to m a c  V a lle y  w a s  p re d o m in a te ly  
a g r ic u ltu ra l,  s k ille d  la b o r  w a s  v ir tu a lly  u n a v a il­
ab le . T he  cana l c o m p a n y  tu rn e d  to  E u rope  fo r  
in d e n tu re d  la b o r. M en  a r r iv in g  f ro m  Ire la n d , 
G e rm a n y , N e th e rla n d s , E ng land , and W ales soon  
p ro v id e d  a p o o l o f  s to n e  c u t te rs ,  m asons , c a r ­
p e n te rs , and la b o re rs . W e lsh  m in e rs  w e re  im ­
p o rte d  la te r  to  d ig  P aw  P aw  T un n e l. M a n y  w o rk ­
e rs  becam e th e  u n w it t in g  v ic t im s  o f  u n s c ru p u lo u s  
c o n tra c to rs .  Food w as o f te n  p o o r and  h o u s in g  
co n s is te d  o f  m a k e s h ift d w e llin g s . D iseases s w e p t 
th ro u g h  th e  la b o r  cam ps. B ecause  o f  r iv a lr ie s  and 
p re ju d ic e s  th e  w o rk e rs  b ro u g h t w ith  th e m  fro m

E urope, th e re  w as  m uch  f ig h t in g  b e tw e e n  g ro u p s . 
S om e tim es th e  m en r io te d  w h e n  th e y  w e re n 't  
pa id  a n d  th e  m ilit ia  had  to  be ca lle d  o u t.  On to p  
o f  these  tro u b le s , th e  B. &  O. R a ilro a d  c o n tin u e d  
to  p ress w e s tw a rd .

Canal and  ra ilro a d  w e re  so o n  c o m p e tin g  fo r  p ro p ­
e r ty  r ig h ts . T he  C. &  O. Canal C o m p a n y  had de­
c id e d  to  lo c a te  its  w a te rw a y  a lo n g  th e  n o r th  bank 
o f  th e  P o to m a c  in M a ry la n d . The B. &  O. w as  o r ­
g an ized  in  s u c h  h a s te  th a t  th e  f in a l d e c is io n  c o n ­
c e rn in g  its  ro u te  w a s  n o t m ade  u n t il a f te r  i t  had 
g o tte n  u n d e rw a y . T he  ra ilro a d  th e n  d e c id e d  to  
c o n s tru c t  its  lin e  f ro m  B a lt im o re  th ro u g h  F re d e r­
ick  to  P o in t o f  R ocks in  th e  P o to m a c  V a lley . 
C o n fid e n t o f  s e c u rin g  th e  r ig h t-o f-w a y  in  th e  
P o to m a c  V a lle y  in h e r ite d  f ro m  th e  O ld  P o to m ack  
C om pany, th e  C. &  0 .  Canal C o m p a n y  d ire c to rs  
p ro ce e d e d  in  a le is u re ly  fa s h io n  to  s e c u re  neces­
sa ry  la n d  t it le s . H o w e ve r, th e  ra i lro a d  m o ve d  m o re  
a g g re ss ive ly  a n d  s e n t a g e n ts  fa r  up  th e  v a lle y  to  
se cu re  la n d  r ig h ts  f ro m  th e  in h a b ita n ts  a t m any 
p o in ts —p a r t ic u la r ly  a t th e  n a r ro w  g o rg e  above  
P o in t o f  R ocks. B ecause  th e  b lu f fs  c o m e  c lo se  to  
th e  r iv e r ,  th e re  w as ro o m  fo r  o n ly  o n e  o f  th e  
lines. The  B. &  O. R a ilro a d  c la im e d  th e  r ig h t-o f-  
w a y  and  s e c u re d  an in ju n c t io n  a g a in s t th e  cana l 
co m p a n y . T he  cana l c o m p a n y  a p p ea le d  and  th e  
c o u r ts  e v e n tu a lly  ru le d  in  th e  ca n a l's  fa v o r—th u s  
e n d in g  a 4 -y e a r b it te r  s tru g g le .

T he  ca n a l w a s  used as each  s e c tio n  w a s  c o m ­
p le te d : f i r s t ,  f r o m  G e o rg e to w n  to  Seneca  in  18 3 1 ; 
th e n  to  H a rp e rs  F e rry  in  1 8 3 3 ; and  to  n e a r H an­
c o c k  in  1 8 3 9 , 2 1 6  k ilo m e te rs  (13 4  m iles) f ro m  its  
b e g in n in g  in  G e o rg e to w n . A b o u t th is  t im e  th e  
cana l e n c o u n te re d  s e rio u s  f in a n c ia l p ro b le m s  and 
th e  n e x t 81 k ilo m e te rs  (5 0 .5  m iles) to  C u m b e rla n d  
w e re  n o t c o m p le te d  u n t il 1 8 5 0 —8 ye a rs  a f te r  th e  
ra i lro a d  rea ch e d  th a t  p o in t.  T he  fa s te r  and  less 
e xp e n s ive  ra i lro a d  had m ade th e  ca n a l o b so le te .

and th e  C. &  O. C ana l C o m p a n y  d ro p p e d  its  p lans 
to  c o n t in u e  a n o th e r  2 9 0  k ilo m e te rs  (18 0  m iles) 
w e s tw a rd  to  P it ts b u rg h .

The co m p a n y  had  sp e n t $22  m illio n  to  b u ild  297  
k ilo m e te rs  ( 1 8 4 . 5  m iles) o f  ca n a l c o n s is tin g  o f  7 4  

l i f t  lo c k s  w h ic h  ra ised  i t  f ro m  sea le ve l a t G e o rg e ­
to w n  to  1 8 4  m e te rs  (6 0 5  fe e t)  a t C u m b e r la n d , 11 
s to n e  a q u e d u c ts  w h ic h  c a rr ie d  th e  ca n a l o v e r 
m a jo r  P o to m a c  t r ib u ta r ie s ,  seven  dam s to  s u p p ly  
w a te r  fo r  th e  can a l, a n u m b e r o f  w a s te  w e irs  to  
c o n tro l th e  w a te r  le v e l, h u n d re d s  o f  c u lv e r ts  to  
c a rry  ro a d s  and  s tre a m s  u n d e r th e  can a l, a 9 5 0 - 
m e te r (3 ,1 1 7 -fo o t)  tu n n e l to  ta k e  i t  u n d e r a m o u n ­
ta in , and  an a s s o rtm e n t o f  s to p  lo c k s , r iv e r  lo cks , 
b rid g e s , sh o p s , s e c tio n  houses, and lo c k  houses. 
The cana l g e n e ra lly  w a s  15  to  18 m e te rs  (50  to  60  
fe e t) w id e  a t to w p a th  leve l, s lo p e d  to  9 to  12 
m e te rs  (30  to  4 0  fe e t)  a c ro ss  a t th e  b o tto m  and 
c a rr ie d  a m in im u m  d e p th  o f  1.8 m e te rs  (6 fe e t)  o f 
w a te r. T he  size  o f  th e  lo c k s —4 .5 7  m e te rs  (1 5  fe e t)  
w id e  and 3 0  m e te rs  ( 9 8  fe e t )  lo n g  — re s tr ic te d  
th e  s ize  o f  th e  b a rg e s . A  ty p ic a l b a rg e  w as 4.41 
m e te rs  (14 .5  fe e t)  w id e , 28  m e te rs  (92  fe e t)  lo n g , 
d re w  1 .37  m e te rs  (4 .5  fe e t)  o f  w a te r , and  c o u ld  
c a rry  u p w a rd s  o f  1 2 2  m e tr ic  to n s  (12 0  to n s ) o f  
ca rgo .

The cana l d id  n o t a tta in  any  g re a t m e a su re  o f  
e c o n o m ic  success , b u t  i t  p ro v id e d  a p ro m in e n t 
and le is u re ly  m eans o f  t ra n s p o r t in g  co a l, f lo u r ,  
g ra in , and  lu m b e r to  W a s h in g to n . In  th e  e a rly  
su m m e r o f  18 8 9 , a t i ta n ic  f lo o d  s w e p t th e  P o to ­
m ac V a lle y , le a v in g  th e  cana l in  ru in . H o w e v e r, it  
w as re b u ilt  and  used u n til 1 9 2 4 , w h e n  a n o th e r  
f lo o d  s e r io u s ly  d a m a g e d  th e  a lre a d y  f in a n c ia lly  
t ro u b le d  cana l co m p a n y .

Canalboats a t C um berland tak ing  on coa l f o r  G eorgetow n.



R E C R E A TIO N  A LO N G  THE C A N A L

A w id e  v a r ie ty  o f  re c re a t io n a l a c t iv it ie s  can  be 
e n jo ye d  in th e  pa rk .

A  G e o rg e to w n  V is i to r  C e n te r is  lo ca te d  be tw e en  
T ho m a s  J e ffe rs o n  and  3 0 th  S tre e ts  on  th e  Canal.

C o n d u c te d  w a lk s  and  e v e n in g  p ro g ra m s  a re  o f ­
fe re d  y e a r-ro u n d  to  v is ito rs .  In fo rm a t io n  a b o u t 
th e se  a c t iv it ie s  can  be o b ta in e d  a t in fo rm a tio n  
s ta t io n s  and  th e  s u p e r in te n d e n t 's  o f f ic e .  A m u ­
seum  a t G re a t Fa lls , M d ., o pen  d a ily , h e lps  to  te ll 
th e  s to ry  o f  th e  can a l.

H IK IN G  A N D  B IC Y C L IN G . T he  ca n a l to w p a th  is an 
e le va te d  t r a i l ,  o r ig in a lly  3 .6  m e te rs  (12  fe e t)  w id e . 
B u ilt  m a in ly  o n  e a rth  and  c ru s h e d  s to n e , i t  m ade a 
g o o d  w a lk in g  s u rfa c e  fo r  th e  m u les  th a t  p u lle d  th e  
b a rg e s . A lth o u g h  land  a lo n g  th e  cana l is  o v e r­
g ro w n  in m an y  p laces  to d a y , th e  to w p a th  is u n ­
o b s tru c te d  and  fo llo w s  th e  e n t ire  le n g th  o f  th e  
can a l. M u c h  o f  i t  becom es s lip p e ry  fo r  seve ra l 
days  a fte r  a h a rd  ra in , and a f te r  su d d en  heavy 
ra in s to rm s  in  th e  m o u n ta in s  o r  a f te r  le n g th y  
p e rio d s  o f ra in fa ll lo c a lly , p o r t io n s  o f  th e  to w p a th  
m ay w a sh  o u t o r  b e co m e  flo o d e d . H ike rs  and 
b ic y c lis ts  sh o u ld  tu rn  back  w h e n  th is  o ccu rs . 
N ig h t t ra v e l on  th e  to w p a th ,  e s p e c ia lly  a lone , is 
n o t re co m m e n d e d .

C A M P IN G . A ll c a m p in g  is re s tr ic te d  to  d e s ig n a te d  
areas.

"H ik e r-B ik e r "  o v e rn ig h t  c a m p s ite s  fo r  te n t  c a m p ­
ing  a re  spaced  a p p ro x im a te ly  e v e ry  8 k ilo m e te rs  
(5  m iles) a lo n g  th e  2 6 1 -k ilo m e te r  (165 -m ile ) sec­
t io n  f ro m  C a rd e ro c k  to  C u m b e rla n d . T he  ca m p s ite s  
a re  a llo c a te d  on a f irs t-c o m e , f irs t-s e rv e d  basis. 
T he y  have  to ile ts ,  p ic n ic  ta b le s , f i r e  g r ills ,  and , in 
m o s t cases, w a te r . A ll c a m p in g  g e a r m u s t be 
c a rr ie d  in . O n ly  2  c a m p s ite s , A n tie ta m  C re ek  and 
M o u n ta in  L o ck , have  a d ja c e n t p a rk in g .

O ne c a m p s ite , w ith  p it  to i le ts  o n ly , is m id w a y  be­
tw e e n  Seneca  and  G e o rg e to w n  and is a va ila b le  
by p e rm it  to  th ro u g h  h ik e r-b ik e rs . S u ch  p e rm its  
m ay  be re q u e s te d  f ro m  th e  p a rk  ra n g e r a t G re a t 
Fa lls  T a ve rn , 1 1 7 1 0  M a c A r th u r  B lvd ., P o to m a c , 
M d . 2 0 8 54 .

D rive -in  cam p  areas a t M c C o y s  F e rry , F ifte e n  M ile  
C reek , and S p r in g  G ap a re  f irs t-c o m e , firs t-s e rv e d . 
T h e y  have p r im it iv e  fa c il it ie s  o n ly  and  th e re  a re  no 
h o o k u p s  fo r  t ra ile rs .  T hese  s ite s  a re  n o t fo r  g ro u p  
ca m p in g .

G ro u p  c a m p g ro u n d s  are  a t A n tie ta m  C re ek , M il l ­
s to n e  P o in t, F ifte e n  M ile  C reek , and th e  M a rs d e n  
T ra c t.

C A N O E IN G  A N D  B O A T IN G . C a noe ing  is p o p u la r  
on th e  cana l in  th e  w a te re d  leve ls  b e tw e e n  G e o rg e ­
to w n  and V io le ts  L o ck  ne a r S eneca . P o rta g e s  are  
re q u ire d  a ro u n d  each lo ck . C anoes can  be re n te d  
a t S w a in s  L o ck  (m ile p o s t 16) and a t F le tc h e r 's  
B o a t H ouse  (m ile p o s t 3). O n ly  s h o r t and w id e ly  
s e p a ra te d  s tre tc h e s  o f  th e  ca n a l u p s tre a m  fro m  
V io le ts  L o c k  a re  deep e n o u g h  f o r  c a n o e in g . Som e 
o f  th e s e  a re  B ig  P oo l, L it t le  P o o l, and  a 7 -k ilo m e te r  
(4 .5 -m ile ) s e c tio n  fro m  T o w n  C re ek  to  O ld to w n . 
O n ly  ca n o es  and b o a ts  w ith o u t  m o to rs  a re  p e r­
m itte d  on th e  can a l.

C a noe ing  on  th e  P o to m a c  R iv e r is re co m m e n d e d  
o n ly  fo r  e x p e rie n c e d  ca n o e is ts . P o rta ge s  m us t be 
m ade  a t D am s 2, 3 , 4, and  5, th e  p o w e r p la n t dam  
a t W illia m s p o r t,  and  th e  in d u s tr ia l dam  a t N o r th  
B ra n ch . F o r s a fe ty  re a so n s , ca n o e in g  is  s tro n g ly  
d is c o u ra g e d  b e tw e e n  Dam  3 and  th e  U .S. 340  
b r id g e  d o w n s tre a m  fro m  H a rp e rs  F e rry , in  th e  a rea 
o f  th e  G re a t Fa lls  o f  th e  P o to m a c , a n d  in th e  L itt le  
Falls to  C ha in  B r id g e  (Va. 120 ) area.

A ll b o a tin g  on th e  P o to m a c  R ive r is s u b je c t to  
M a ry la n d  re g u la t io n s ; th e  r iv e r  is  n o t p a r t o f  th e  
p a rk . S la c k -w a te r a reas b e h in d  dam s a re  e x c e lle n t 
p laces  f o r  m o s t ty p e s  o f  b o a tin g . P u b lic  access to  
th e  r iv e r  is  p ro v id e d  a t 14  N a tio n a l P a rk  S e rv ice  
b o a t ram p s . T h e re  a re  a lso  p r iv a te  and  S ta te  b o a t 
ram p s  on th e  M a ry la n d , V irg in ia , and  W e s t V irg in ia  
sh o re s . Fees a re  u su a lly  c h a rg e d  fo r  use o f  p r iv a te  
ram ps.

V E H IC LES ON T O W P A T H . A ll m o to r  ve h ic le s , in ­
c lu d in g  m o to rc y c le s  and  s n o w m o b ile s , and  ho rse - 
d ra w n  ve h ic le s  a re  p ro h ib ite d  on  th e  to w p a th .

H O R S E B A C K  R ID IN G . H o rs e b a c k  r id in g  is  p e r­
m itte d  f ro m  S eneca  to  C u m b e rla n d . B ecause  o f 
lim ite d  fa c il it ie s ,  la rg e  e q u e s tr ia n  g ro u p s  m us t 
m ake c a m p in g  a rra n g e m e n ts  w ith  p r iv a te  land- 
o w n e rs . H o rse s  m u s t be k e p t 3 0 .5  m e te rs  (100  
fe e t)  a w a y  f ro m  p ic n ic  a reas and  c a m p g ro u n d s .

P IC N IC K IN G . T h e re  a re  se ve ra l d e s ig n a te d  areas 
w ith  fa c il i t ie s  fo r  y o u r  c o m fo r t ,  b u t y o u  a re  w e l­
com e  to  p ic n ic  a n y w h e re  a lo n g  th e  can a l. F ires  
a re  p e rm itte d  o n ly  w h e re  f ire p la c e s  a re  p ro v id e d . 
P lease  leave  th e  a rea  as y o u  w o u ld  lik e  to  f in d  it.

S U P P LIE S . C a m p in g  su p p lie s , ice , fo o d , and  s o ft 
d r in k s  m ay  be p u rc h a s e d  a t m o s t s to re s  a lo n g  th e  
v a r io u s  access  roa d s .

FOR YO U R  S A F E T Y

Please  use  c a u tio n  a n d  co m m o n  sense  to  e n s u re  a 
p le a sa n t v is it  w ith o u t  a c c id e n ts . H e lp  p re v e n t 
d ro w n in g s  b y  ke e p in g  y o u r  fa m ily  o r  g ro u p  t o ­
g e th e r. S ta y  on the tra il and  o u t o f  the w ater.

Be p re p a re d  to  d ea l w ith  su ch  a n n o ya n ce s  as 
in s e c ts , p o llu te d  r iv e r  w a te r , and  a d ve rse  w e a th e r  
c o n d it io n s .



WE'RE JOINING THE METRIC WORLD
The National Park Service is introducing metric measurements in its 
publications to help Americans become acquainted with the metric 
system and to make interpretation more meaningful for park visitors 
from other nations.

METRIC MEASUREMENTS
The scales show the ratio between customary measurements 
and metrics. One meter is 3.3 feet, and 1 kilometer is 
0.62 miles.


