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" W T T b e n  William L. Pierce of Georgia sat down in 
\ \ /  Philadelphia to assess his fellow delegates at the 
r  r  Constitutional Convention of 1787, he described Charles 
Pinckney as "possessing a spirit of application and industry 
beyond most Men." The youngest of South Carolina's 
delegation and a long-time advocate of a strong central 
government, Pinckney was among the first to call for a 
general convention to amend the ineffective 1781 Articles 
of Confederation.

He served on the rules committee, attended every session, 
and debated frequently. He forcefully advocated for the 
protection of property interests, including slavery, and

A Life of Public Service
Charles Pinckney was born into a 
prominent, slaveholding family in 
Charleston on October 26, 1757. 
His father, Colonel Charles Pinck-
ney, was a wealthy planter and 
attorney, commanding officer of 
the local militia, member of the 
General Assembly, and president 
of the state's Provincial Congress.

Young Charles received his basic 
schooling from David Oliphant, 
a noted South Carolina scholar 
who emphasized history, the 
classics, languages, and political 
science. Growing political unrest 
with Great Britain disrupted 
Charles' plan to attend school in 
England. Instead he stayed home, 
studying law with his father.

In 1779 during the American 
Revolutionary War Pinckney 
represented Christ Church Parish 
in the state assembly. While a

lieutenant in his father's militia 
regiment, he took part in the 
attempt to retake Savannah from 
the British. The next year, after 
the British captured Charleston, 
Pinckney and his father were 
imprisoned with other American 
officers. Colonel Pinckney was 
freed after swearing allegiance 
to the British Crown, an act that 
saved the family estate. Charles, 
who remained a US patriot, was 
released in June 1781.

In 1784 Pinckney became a 
delegate to Congress, then 
meeting in Trenton, New Jersey.
In May 1787, along with his cousin 
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, 
Pierce Butler, and John Rutledge, 
he represented South Carolina at 
the Constitutional Convention in 
Philadelphia. Mainly due to his 
efforts South Carolina ratified the 
Constitution on May 23, 1788.

establishment of a central government with clear separation of 
powers. In skillfully navigated and heated debates, Pinckney 
helped shape one of the most important founding documents 
for the nation—the United States Constitution. He presented a 
full plan of government known as the "Pinckney Draft."

Today's Constitution includes some 30 provisions proposed 
by Pinckney, including the two-part legislature, single chief 
executive, annual state of the union address, and emoluments 
clause (restricting government officials from receiving gifts or 
titles of nobility from foreign states).

From Signing o f the Constitution by Louis S. Glanzman O LOUIS S. GLANZMAN

In April 1788 he married Mary 
Eleanor Laurens, and they had 
three children. Over the next 10 
years he held a variety of political 
offices including president of the 
South Carolina State Constitutional 
Convention, governor of South 
Carolina, and US senator.

Pinckney began his political 
career as a Federalist, initially 
supporting a strong centralized 
government and constitution. 
Over time he changed his views, 
aligning with Thomas Jefferson's 
Democratic-Republican (Anti- 
Federalist) Party. He managed 
Jefferson's presidential campaign 
in South Carolina, rallying support 
for "states' rights" and a less top- 
heavy government structure. 
Jefferson appointed Pinckney 
ambassador to Spain as a result of 
his allegiance and Jefferson's 
presidential win.

As ambassador, Pinckney helped 
facilitate the US purchase of 
Louisiana from France and tried 
unsuccessfully to make Spain 
cede Florida to the United States. 
He returned to South Carolina in 
January 1806 and served briefly 
in the General Assembly before 
being elected to his fourth and 
final term as governor from 1806 
to 1808. After a final term in the 
legislature and a brief retirement 
from active political life, he was 
elected in 1818 to the US Congress, 
from which he retired in 1821.

Charles Pinckney spent his final 
years in Charleston and died 
on October 29, 1824, at age 67.
He devoted 42 years to politics, 
shaping the culture of South 
Carolina and the developing 
nation. He is buried at St. Philip's 
Episcopal Church in Charleston.

Left: Detail from Charles Pinckney 
portrait by Gilbert Stuart, about 
1786. Right: Silver inkstand 
Pinckney and other delegates 
used to sign the Constitution.
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I m u st a p ol o giz e 
f o r as ki n g y o u t o 
c all at a pl a c e s o  
i n diff e r e ntl y 
f u r ni s h e d & w h er e 
y o u r f a r e will he  
e ntir el y t h at of a  
f a r m.
— C h arl e s Pi n c k n e y t o Pr e si d e nt G e or g e 
W a s hi n gt o n, M a y 1 7 9 1

S n e e F ar m w a s ori gi n all y p art 
of a 1 6 9 8 gr a nt t o Ri c h ar d 
B utl er. C h arl e s Pi n c k n e y' s 
f at h e r b o u g ht t h e 
pr o p ert y i n 1 7 5 4. Ri c e, 
c attl e, i n di g o, a n d a 
v ari et y of cr o p s w er e 
gr o w n o n t h e pl a nt ati o n

T h o u g h n e v er C h arl e s 
Pi n c k n e y' s pri m ar y 
r e si d e n c e, S n e e F ar m w a s a 
si g nifi c a nt l a n d h ol di n g 
a m o n g hi s s e v e n pl a nt ati o n s. 
I n M a y 1 7 9 1 at Pi n c k n e y' s 
i n vit ati o n G e or g e W a s hi n gt o n 
br e a kf a st e d h er e d uri n g hi s 
S o ut h er n T o ur of Vir gi ni a, t h e 
C ar oli n a s, a n d G e or gi a.
O n A pril 2 8, 1 8 1 0, Pi n c k n e y 
pl a c e d a n a d i n C h arl e st o n' s 

Cit y G a z ett e  off eri n g 
pr o p erti e s f o r s al e, i n cl u di n g 
S n e e F ar m:

A v er y v al u a bl e tr a ct o f a b o ut  
ei g ht h u n dr e d a cr e s o f L a n d,  
t e n mil e s fr o m t h e cit y ... 
c o n si sti n g o f a b o ut o n e  
h u n dr e d a n d t w e nt y a cr e s,  
m or e o r l e s s o f ri c e l a n d s,  
a n d t h e r e st fit f o r t h e  

c ult ur e o f gr ai n o f e v er y ki n d  
: a n d gr e at p a rt f o r bl a c k s e e d  

c ott o n. ... O n t hi s ar e  
a c o mf ort a bl e  
D w elli n g H o u s e,  

n e w Kit c h e n, bri c k B ar n,  
a n d s o m e ot h e r B uil di n g s  
a n d a v er y h a n d s o m e  

G ar d e n o f ei g ht o r t e n a cr e s,  

at t h e b a c k o f w hi c h, t h er e i s  
a l a n di n g f o r a l ar g e s c h o o n er.  
... T h e N e gr o e s n o w o n it will 
b e s ol d wit h it.

D uri n g Pi n c k n e y' s o w n er s hi p 
a p pr o xi m at el y 6 0 e n sl a v e d 
G ull a h G e e c h e e p e o pl e w er e

L o w c o u ntr y pl a nt er s pl a c e d 
e n sl a v e d Afri c a n s wit h ri c e 
c ulti v ati o n s kill s at a hi g h er 
v al u e. C ar oli n a G ol d ri c e,

i n di g o, a n d c ott o n f u el e d 
t h e e c o n o m y of C h arl e st o n 
a n d t h e y o u n g n ati o n a s a 
w h ol e.

Oft e n pr ef err e d f o r t h eir s kill s 
i n ri c e c ulti v ati o n, e n sl a v e d 
p e o pl e fr o m W e st Afri c a n a n d 
W e st C e ntr al Afri c a n c o u ntri e s 

m a d e u p n e arl y 8 0 p er c e nt of 
C h arl e st o n' s p o p ul ati o n i n t h e 
Pi n c k n e y er a. T h e y b r o u g ht 
t h eir tr a diti o n s, l a n g u a g e s, 
r eli gi o n s, f o o d w a y s, t e c h ni c al 

e x p erti s e, a n d v al u e s — al o n g 
wit h t h e str u g gl e s a n d g ri ef 
of e n sl a v e m e nt — a cr o s s t h e 
Atl a nti c O c e a n.

T h e bl e n di n g of t h e s e c ult ur e s 
wit h t h o s e of I n di g e n o u s 
p e o pl e s a n d E ur o p e a n s 
cr e at e d a di sti n cti v e c ult ur al 
h erit a g e i n t h e L o w c o u ntr y:

G ull a h G e e c h e e. U nli k e ot h er 
e n sl a v e d e x p eri e n c e s i n t h e 
s o ut h er n U nit e d St at e s, G ull a h 
G e e c h e e tr a diti o n s w er e 
p a s s e d d o w n o v er h u n dr e d s of 
y e ar s b e c a u s e of t h e i s ol ati n g 
g e o gr a p h y of t h e L o w c o u nt y 
ri v er s y st e m s a n d b arri er 
i sl a n d s. K e e pi n g t h e tr a diti o n s 

ali v e h o n or s G ull a h G e e c h e e 
a n c e st or s a n d r et ai n s c ult ur al 
a s p e ct s of W e st Afri c a n r o ot s.

T h e e n sl a v e d p e o pl e of M o u nt 
Pl e a s a nt, i n cl u di n g t h o s e at 
S n e e F ar m, ar e a vit al p art 
of L o w c o u ntr y hi st or y. 

D e s c e n d a nt c o m m u niti e s 
i n cl u di n g S n o w d e n, P hilli p s,

C h arl e s Pi n c k n e y N ati o n al Hi st o ri c Sit e

f or c e d t o l a b or o n t h e i n di g o 
(l eft) a n d ri c e cr o p s. I n 
a d diti o n t o f ar mi n g, t h e s e 
m e n a n d w o m e n w er e s kill e d 
i n a v ari et y of tr a d e s. T h e y 
w or k e d a s w h e el wri g ht s, 
c o o p er s, c ar p e nt er s, a n d 
s a w y er s o n S n e e F ar m.
Aft e r Pi n c k n e y s ol d t h e 
pr o p ert y i n 1 8 1 7, t h e e n sl a v e d 
w or kf or c e gr e w t o 6 9 p e o pl e 
a s d e m a n d f o r l a b or i n cr e a s e d 
wit h t h e i ntr o d u cti o n of 
c ott o n t o t h e pr o p ert y.

Wit h sl a v er y a b oli s h e d i n t h e 
U nit e d St at e s, m a n y f or m erl y 

e n sl a v e d p e o pl e c o nti n u e d t o 
w or k t h e pl a nt ati o n s of M o u nt 
Pl e a s a nt a n d t h e L o w c o u ntr y. 
T h e y oft e n si g n e d l a b or 
c o ntr a ct s, w hi c h pr o vi d e d 
t e n a nt h o u si n g a n d l o w w a g e s 
i n e x c h a n g e f o r t h eir w or k.

N P S /  K RI S T A P O L L E T T

a n d H a mli n k e e p t h e G ull a h 
G e e c h e e tr a diti o n s a n d c ult ur e 
ali v e. A s p e ct s of t h e c ult ur e 
c a n b e f o u n d t h r o u g h o ut t h e

c o a st s a n d b arri er i sl a n d s of 
N ort h C ar oli n a, S o ut h 
C ar oli n a, G e or gi a, a n d 
n ort h e a st er n Fl ori d a.

Pl a n Y o u r Vi sit

C h arl e s Pi n c k n e y N ati o n al Hi st ori c 
Sit e i s si x mil e s n ort h of C h arl e st o n 
off U S 1 7. Cl o s e d T h a n k s gi vi n g, 
D e c e m b er 2 5, a n d J a n u ar y 1.

T h e vi sit or c e nt er h a s e x hi bit s o n 
C h arl e s Pi n c k n e y, t h e i m p a ct of 
sl a v er y o n t h e n e w n ati o n, a n d 
ar c h e ol o g y at t h e p ar k.

E m er g e n ci e s c all 9 1 1

A c c e s si bilit y

W e stri v e t o m a k e f a ciliti e s, 
s er vi c e s, a n d pr o gr a m s a c c e s si bl e 
t o all. F or i nf or m ati o n a s k a 
r a n g er, c all, or c h e c k t h e w e b sit e.

Vi sit N ati o n al P ar k S er vi c e Sit e s  

i n t h e C h arl e st o n Ar e a

F ort S u mt er a n d F ort M o ultri e 
N ati o n al Hi st ori c al P ar k 
w w w. n p s. g o v/f o s u
☆ G P O 2 0 2 3 — 4 2 3- 2 0 1/ 8 3 0 0 1 L a st u p d at e d 2 0 2 3

M o r e I nf o r m ati o n

C h arl e s Pi n c k n e y 
N ati o n al Hi st ori c Sit e 
1 2 5 4 L o n g P oi nt R d.
M o u nt Pl e a s a nt, S C 2 9 4 6 4
8 4 3- 8 8 1- 5 5 1 6
w w w. n p s. g o v/ c h pi

M aili n g a d dr e s s:
1 2 1 4 Mi d dl e St.
S ulli v a n' s I sl a n d, S C 2 9 4 8 2

Us e t h e offi ci al N P S A p p t o 
g ui d e y o ur vi sit.

C h arl e s Pi n c k n e y N ati o n al 
Hi st ori c Sit e i s o n e of o v er 4 0 0 
p ar k s i n t h e N ati o n al P ar k 
S y st e m. T o l e ar n m or e, vi sit 
w w w. n p s. g o v.

□
 N ati o n al
P a r k F o u n d ati o n

J oi n t h e p ar k c o m m u nit y.  
w w w. n ati o n al p a r k s. o r g

Pi n c k n e y' s " V e r y V al u a bl e Tr a ct "

A B e a utif ul C ult u r e, B or n f r o m St r u g gl e

http://www.nps.gov/fosu
http://www.nps.gov/chpi
http://www.nps.gov
http://www.nationalparks.org

