














































































































Name of parkway Location Agency & Designers | Dates Design Features Length & Associated
Recreational Areas
EARLY PARKWAYS: 1920s-1930, cont’d
Mount Vernon Virginia: Bureau of Public Authorizat’n: | Design speed: (NA) likely £35 mph 15.2 miles
Memorial Highway Roads 1928 ROW: avg 200", max 1,000’
’ Connected Arlington Construct’n: | Roadway: (NA) Associated recreation
Memorial Bridge to Wilbur Simonson (la), | 1928-1932 Max. grade: (NA) areas: Mount Vernon

Mount Vernon

R.E. Toms (e)

also

Gilmore Clarke (la),
Jay Downer (e),
Henry Nye in
consultation

Curvature: (NA), used spiral transitions
Median: none/limited

Bridge materials: concrete/stone

Other features: use of spiral curves to transition
between tangents and curves; use of hydraulic
fill; creation of parking areas

Terminus; parking areas on
roadside

1930s URBAN/REGIONAL PARKWAYS

Merritt Parkway Westchester County, CT State Highway Authorizat’n: | Design speed: 50-60 mph 38 miles;
NY & Fairfield & Commission: 1927 ROW: avg. 300", no widenings toll road
New Haven Counties, | W. Thayer Chase (Ia), | Construct’n: Roadway: four lanes in two 26' roadways
CT George Dunkelberger | 1935-1940 Max. grade: 8% Associated recreation
(a), Curvature: >800', no spiral transitions areas: none
connected Hutchinson | Leslie Sumner (se) Median: to 22', narrowed to double curb (bridges)
River Parkway to New Bridge materials: cast concrete, metal
Have Other features: 68 bridges in Moderne, Art Deco
styles; curbs w/ reflectors
New York City New York City, NY Individual Parkway Authorizat’n: | Design speed: (NA) likely £50 mph more than 70 miles
Parkways: Authorities 1934 ROW: (NA)
Henry Hudson Parkway, | HH: Manhattan to Construct’n: Roadway: (NA) Associated recreation
Marine Parkway, Westchester County Robert Moses, 1934-1940 Max. grade: (NA) areas: Riverside Park
Grand Central Parkway | Parkways, NY Gilmore Clarke (la), Curvature: (NA) (Henry Hudson); Jacob
Extenstion, Emil H. Praeger (e) Median: (NA) Riis Park (Marine)
Belt Parkway Bridge materials: concrete/stone Flushing Meadows Park
Other features: monumental & innovative {(Grand Central); 26
construction including landfill, Henry Hudson smaller parks (Belt
bridge Parkway)
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Name of parkway Location Agency & Designers | Dates Design Features Length & Associated
Recreational Areas
POST-WORLD WAR Il PARKWAYS
Baltimore-Washington | Maryland and National Park Service | Authorizat’n: | Design speed: 75 mph 29 miles
Parkway Washington, D.C. & Bureau of Public circa 1942 ROW: 400-1200"
Roads Construct’n: | Roadway: 36' each way: 12" lanes-- 2 paved, 1 Associated Recreational
Connected Baltimore 1942-carly unpaved, graded shoulder Areas: none known
and Washington; Gilmore Clarke (la), 1950s

accessed suburbs

Jay Downer (e),
Thomas C. Jeffers (la)
H. Thompson (la), B.
L. Breeze (la), D.
Annese (1a).

Max. grade: 3%

Curvature: continuous, max. 2° 30' curve
Median: minimum 15', maximum 400'
Bridge materials: concrete/stone

Other features: no tangents; 19 bridges total

The Garden State
Parkway

New Jersey

connected metro area
to beaches & forests
of southern NJ

New Jersey Highway
Authority

Clarke & Rapuano,
consulting la/eng

Oliver Deakin (la)

Authorizat’n:

1945

Construct’n:
1952-1955

Design speed: 70 mph

ROW: 300-800'

Roadway: graded 46-9'; 2-3 12' lanes paved
Max. grade: 4.5%

Curvature:>2,800"; <15,000'

Median: min 10’ (bridges); max 400'

Bridge materials: concrete/stone

Other features: streamlined section, vines
growing on 2-sided guardrail reduced headlight
glare, curb replaced by “singing strip”

165 miles
toll road

Associated Recreational
Areas: Jersey Shore,
parking overlooks, picnic
areas
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II. NPS PARKWAY DEVELOPMENT

Colonial National
Historic Park

Hausmann (a), H.J.
Spelman (¢), William
H. Smith (e),

Stanley Abbott (1a),
Robert Steenhagen

(la)

Median: none

Bridge materials: concrete/Colonial brick
Other features: parking overlooks, interpretive
signage

Name of park road or Location Agency & Designers | Dates Design Features Length &Associated
parkway Recreational Areas
PARK ROADS
Going-to-the-Sun- Glacier National Park | National Park Service | Authorizat’n: | Design speed: (NA) slow 50 miles
Road & Bureau of Public circa 1918 ROW: NA
linked east & west Roads Construct’n: Roadway: 22', two lanes Associated Recreational
sides of Glacier 1922-1933 Max. grade: 6% Areas: camping etc. in
National Park & T. Vint (la) Curvature: minimum 100-200' Glacier National Park,
linked Yellowstone Frank Kittredge (e), Median: none Yellowstone National Park
National Park with W.G. Peters (e), Bridge materials: concrete/stone from site
Pacific NW parks A.V. Emery (e) Other features: one switchback, preservation of
vegetation, no regularity in native stone guard rail
construction, existing topo influenced alignment
of road,
Skyline Drive Virginia NPS & BPR Authorizat’n: | Design speed: (NA) slow >105 miles
1925 (park) ROW: 100
through Shenandoah William Austin (e), Construct’n: Roadway: varied--22' to 30' Associated Recreational
National Park HJ Spellman (e), 1930-39 Max. grade:NA Areas: camping etc
Charles Peterson (la), Curvature: minimum <200’ facilities in Shenandoah
Harvey Benson (la) Median: none NP; 67 overlooks; picnic
Bridge materials: concrete/stone from site areas, foot trails
Other features: 67 overlooks, along ridgeway
NPS SCENIC PARKWAYS
Colonial Parkway Virginia NPS & BPR Authorizat’n: | Design speed: 35-60 mph 23 miles
1930 ROW: avg 500'
connected Jamestown, | Charles Peterson (la), | Construct’n: Roadway: 30'; 3 10' lanes, exp. aggr. concrete Associated Recreational
Williamsburg and Edward Zimmerman 1930-1958 Max. grade: 5% Areas: Ringfield picnic
Yorktown, part of (la), William Curvature: > 1,000’ area; NPS visitor centers

and historic resources;
parking overlooks;
Williamsburg Restoration
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Name of park road or Location Agency & Designers | Dates Design Features Length &Associated
parkway Recreational Areas
NPS SCENIC PARKWAYS, cont’d
Blue Ridge Parkway North Carolina, NPS & BPR Design speed: 45 mph >500 miles
Virginia, Tennessee Authorizat’'n: | ROW: avg. 850'
Stanley Abbott (la), 1933 Roadway: 20", asphalt Associated Recreational
connected Ed Abbuehl (la), Construct’n: | Max. grade:8% Areas: 18 park
Shenandoah & Great Hendrick Van Gelder 1934-1969 Curvature: min 200’ reservations, 12 picnic
Smoky Mtns National | (la) , William Austin Median: none areas, 67 overlooks, plus
Parks; road was a (e) Bridge materials: concrete/stone from site assorted historic/cultural
destination in and of Other features: use of scenic easements, features such as Mabry’s
itself agricultural leasing Mill.
Natchez Trace Parkway | Mississippi, NPS & BPR Authorizat’n: | Design speed:NA 445 mi planned; still +20
Tennessee, Alabama, 1938 ROW: 200-800' ROW miles of roadway to go
Construct’n: Roadway: 2 lanes
along route of historic 1938-2003, Max. grade:
road from Natchez greatest part | Curvature:
Mississippi to constructed Median: none
Nashville, Tennessee from 1947-66 | Bridge materials: concrete

Other features:

spiral curves, 400-1200 ft ROW, up to 2000 ft of

scenic easement

101




