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battle ended within a quarter of a mile of

Scruggs's, where is now a cleared field, on

the northeast side of the Mill-Gap [Green

River] Road, in the center of which was a

log-house, as seen in the annexed engraving.

The field was covered with blasted pines,

stumps, and stocks [sic] of Indian com, and

had a most dreary appearance."

In 1898, a reporter from the Gqffney

Ledger, reacting to interest generated by

the proposal to create a National Military

Park at the Cowpens battleground, stopped

at the house, visited with the family, and

went with them to see the battlefield.

Scruggs House, April 1928

Thirty years later, in response to a request

by Congressman William F. Stevenson,

who was trying to pass another bill to

create a national military park at the site

of the Cowpens battle, Lieutenant Colonel

H.L. Landers of the Army War College

surveyed the battlefield. In the process, he

visited with the Scruggs family and took a

picture of their house, which he published

in his Historical Statements Concerning

the Battle of Kings Mountain and the Battle

of Cowpens, South Carolina.

Up until the National Park Service acquired

the property in the 1970s, students of

the battle would stop at the house to get

directions to the battlefield and to discuss

the battle. Therefore, the Robert Scruggs

House became the unofficial first Visitor

Center of Cowpens National Battlefield.

As you reflect on the life and times of the

Robert Scruggs family, take a few minutes

to think about the pioneer spirit of the

people of the Carolina backcountry and of

those who fought for our freedom.

For more information, visit our webpage
at www.nps.gov/cowp/.
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The Robert Scruggs House, Today

From the earliest days of

settlement through the 1800s, log

cabins such as this one provided

homes for yeoman (rural

middleclass) farmers in the South

Carolina backcountry. Typically

built with the help of neighbors

as a one-room structure, owners

added onto their homes as their

families grew.




