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invisibie on the ground glass of the camera and could only be found in
the finished print with aid of a magnifing glass. In pictures of a place
like this the camera does not lie but it does not tell all of the truth
foe in its resnlts the color and gigantic scale of things are missing.
The north rim of this crater is a ¥nife edse, the other slorne of which
is the side of another crater almost as wide and deep. A peculiarity

of thls is that there two e_xplnsibns which caused it to form a double
depression in the bottom..The morthern one contains a small lake, In the
Spring of 1919 it was about a hundred feet in diameter this year (1920)
it had diminished in size to about forty feet. We called it"Crater Lake"

and is I believeg, the only competitor for this honor that Crater Lake

Oregon has in the tnmited States.

Northwest of Crater Lake about a hundred yards is the rim of another
crater of like size and general description as the two preceeding. There
was no beauty here but an impressive granduer, a scene of devastative

and explosive Torces of nature that only seeing could make one believe
and understand. As we climbed aromnd the crater walls we amused ourselves
by rolling rocks down, watching them bounce and bound sometimes a.hundred
feet in the air. As they reached the ¥ talus slopes below they reminded
us of rabbits running and I could not resist shooting at them. Once we
united our strength and relled a hige rock over the cliff watching it
fall dowvmwards until it reached the slope below where it rolled, gradually
getting smaller leaving a cloud of dust in its wake, Stretching south-
west from here for a distance of about eleven miles is perhaps omne of the

most remarkahle lava flows in the world. It had the same ropy twisted



folds of heavy clotghof the previously deseribed Pahoehoe flow. Its
color was a deep cobalt blue, close examination showed that this color
was due to some combination of chemicals in the lava whick had come to
the surface in cooling and gave it the blue color with generally a hieh
gloss, seeming as if the flnw had been given a coat of blue varnish.
The color was bright in patches and the whole had a blueish tinge. The
surface was netted and veimed with small eracks giving the appearance

of the scales of some prehistoric reptile.

Ira Russell of Gov. Geolegical Survey called it the"Blue Dragon Flow".

It merits the name as in many places the flow had burst thru a erevace

of an'older flow and the ropey twist of blue lava had spread out in branches

which together with its sealed surface needed but little stretch of imagina-

tion to see the claws and legs of a dragomn., It is the play of light at
sunset across here thst charms the apectdtor; Stand on one of the buttes
and watch the light play on the Blue Dragon Flow and it becomes a twisted
wavy sea of color., Stand on its edge in the moonlight and its glazed
surface has a silvery sheen. With chaneing conditions of light and air
it changes also seeming 80 do so while you stand and watech. It is a place
of color and silence, the latter broken only by the wail of the coyotee
and chirp of the roek eony. Abouﬁ a mile to the north of Crater Lake

we found an immemse cinder cene, the west side of whicﬁ had breached
away leaving the floor of the crater exactly at appeared when it had
stopped its eruption of lava, Here were bubbles, rolls folds and twists
appearing as if a magnified frying pan of thick gravy furiously boiling
had instantly frozen. A better comparison on minute scale would be hard

to suggest. We sat on the southern edge of the rim for perhaps half an
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hour before we climbed down..This flow had broke out and flowed northwest
for several hundred yards and then damned up and broken thru a low place

in the cinmnder ridge and flowed east. 'Here the channel was about three
hundred yards wide and the flowing lava had assumed all the shapes and
twists of a rapgghgountain stremn@ii&suddenly'congealed. When the eruption
took place the molten lava had undermined the voleanic sides which had
fallen in and floated off on top of the flow as might sticks and sawdust

on the surface of running water. Areound the bases of the larger floating
pieces of volcanic tuff there was a depression in the lava where the

mass had pressed it down as occurs when a greased stick is floated in

water, Some of these moats were from four to ten feet deep and ten to

thirty feet across.

About one and a half miles out on the flow were hundreds of these crater
wall fragments, some about eighty feet high. Viewed from a distance they
resemble the pueblo ruins of southwestern United States. One was about
sixty feet high ahd not over twenty feet in’'diamete at its base. From

a distance it resembled a silo, how it could have remained upright as it
drifted along is a mystery. Many more were observed that resembled chimmeys

ten to twenty feet high, another was noticed that was almost a perfect

teapot in shape.

About two miles southwest of Bixz Cinder Butte is a flow with similar
formations. Along the north side of the Ruined Pueblo flow are fourteen
mounds composed of rock and sage brush which the Indians have bhilt. They

are from four to ten feet long, about fomr feet wide and lay in a general
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direction of north and south. What they are I do not know as we had no
means of digging into them and I hope this locality can be placed under
Governmment protection before they are destroyed by vandals. Another feature
which adds a color or romance are three well worn Indian trails soming
into this belt from the north. The plainest is one that goes in about

six miles west of Martin near the sinks of a lost stream known 2as Little
Cottonwood, It is quite dstinct for about eleven miles and then fades

away, yet we found fraces of it all the way across. It is sparingly makked
with small rock piles and pieces of sage brush with a rock laid aeross.

A few flint or obsidian arrow points are to be found along it. Where these:*

trails go and why no one Kknows.

Northward for about a milen from the Ruined Pueblo flow are a few more
low cinder cones similar to those we had passed. A feature along the west
side of this voleanie belt which is a puzzle are a number of dead charred
trees, these trees are growing in a cinder flat absolutely barren of
vegetatlion of any kind which could carry fire from onme to the other. I
found charred sage brush around a lava blowahole near The Seven Devils
and a piece of brush was picked up near this spot that had a clot ;r lava
'frozen' around it. In appearance the flows appear as if they had happened
but yesterday, in reality the lagest probably ececured about a humndred

and fifty possibly two hundred years ago. I would not be surprised if the
eruptions EXXBHERAXRBXNANTHXXMXXAANNXENEHEFYXIAARAY of spattered lava around
some of the small sputter cones eccured contemporary to the eruption

of Buffalo Hump in Idako County Idaho, which happened up to and including

1868 during which time it erupted lava and columns of smoke, Geologically



speaking the formation of this reglom is as the passing second in the.
history of the world. The belt has a wonderful scenic charm, it is different
from anything you will find in our national parks. Comparison is impossible
because we have little available to compare it with. Russel in the geologis
report of this regiom Bulletin #199 page 105 and Bulletin 217 estimates

that the age of the youngest of the flows he examined was not to exceed

a hundred and fifty years.

As a laTﬁ deposit it surpasses anything of its kind in the world. The total
area of the six yoﬁng flows is about three hundred square miles, while

the lava flow reaching above and below this pomnt along the Smake River
plains reach the stounding tetal of approximately twenty seven thousand
squafe miles. ;n the history of ﬁhe.world many volcamees have been regarded
as extint that have aftarwards erupted and blown t@gir tops off. I-might-_
mention Mt.Peelee (1902). Krakatoa (1883), Asama (1783), Maumna Loa (1808),
Vesuvins  (79), soufriere (1812), Bamdaisan.(lﬁss) Katmai (19212).and
numerous others. Many of these had been regaraed as extinct for ages.

Mt .,Epomeo of Isechia Japan was classified as extinet for seventeen hundred
years and thene exploded. An extinct volcano might be likened to an o0ld
rusty gun, it may be loaded and we little know what the merrow may bring

forth.

As a scenic region it rasks second te nome of its kind and class an?d for
strange and fantastic fermations in nature is unsurpassed. For a three to
seven day trip it has few enuals. California, Colorado, Arizona, VUtah,

New Mexico, Arkansas and Kemtucky each have one to four Natiomal and
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State Parks or Monuments. Idako has a future here that for secenic or
seientific interest, in my estimation, far surpasses any except the

Yellowstone, Grand Canyon and The Yosemite. The Lincolk Hirshway passes

within a mile of the northern end and thousands of tourists have yearly

motored along its very EEEE edge without realizing what they were missing.'

A road can be built in zlong its eastern side at a very little expense,
in fact we tecok a car to within a mile of Big Cinder Butte and a wagon
to Echo Crater but the last was an experience I would not care to repeat
under present conditicns. The cinders for the finest of road ballast
and coﬁstructinn of such a road would be reduced to a minimun. Somé

day this region is bounid to vecome a tourist resort and I helieve fouid

now, to a certain extent, were its wonders generally known and availahle.





