






































a hole f'if'teen in diameter aml. bottomless so f'1=n• as we e ould 

judge . It went d own sowc forty :feet whe r l" it narro1ved a.rter 

i t up crat3r the of hour . Large ro cks rolled 

in ivere never heard. to hit bot ton.. We called i t tbe "nottomless Pit". 

Th e compass is Big Cinde r But te S 52 E one mile. 

North\vest a hunclred a!11l rif'ty f'eet :rrnM the pit is anoth er · c one with 

a :avc.:l pi t i"l top . About a hunc1:red a n d fifty y::ir cls north or 
is another t h roat about thirty f' eet in diameter and 

sixty reet dee p. It was or s now and ice but appeared to branch 

ancl cont:tnue 1loim1,rnrd . Fron the sir.les hung large penclent cl ots of' lava 

i ll like double pears. In many the ends had curved upwar".!s 

as t hey had. :rallen e,-;i ving the o f bur:f"alo horns • .A. short way .. 
fr om this wa:s the entra .... 1ce t o th:s- .narrow tun.."1e l o.r another c?ve tlnt 

aJ)peare:l to go south. There were s e.ven cones in this row, three of" 

which were in perf'ect state of :?_)reservation . I n cliMbing a bi'!b ri;;lge 

to n ort!1 in o r d.e r t o ge t ll. photograph .shov-lin:'!, t hem · I received 

another surpri se.ii as we topper\. :ror· b elow. were three of 

1 e ra ter•s i:i the rye 1.t • .A.t t heir s outhern eclg:e is ST:?"ll era ter 

about a hundred and fif'ty yards in i t n northern rim is t!le 

. southern e rlge of' the larg'3s t cra.ter of' :ill . Thi s is ·':1 f'our th of' 

a mile acro<>s and betwe0n nine hundre:l. a "!'l. :1 a thousa:rn:l .reet deep . Its 

north and eastern sides a perpendieular cliff' of' a :red lava, 

the bl\ lance being a steep ci:m.der slo1Je. The rim was almost a perfect eircle. 

On my rirst trip to Jones volunteered to el imb to the 

bott om to serve as a soale to compare by. To my surprise he was 



in•isib1e on the ground ~lass of the camera and conld only be found in 

the finished print with aic1 of a magni:ring glass. In pictures of a place 

like this the camera does not lie 'but it does not tell all of the trutb 

f'oe i:!1 its res~1l ts t!le oolor and gigantic sc~le of' things ar-e missing. 

The north rirn or tb i s crater is ~ kni?e ed~e, the other sla~e of which 

is the side of another crater aJ.mo~t as wide and deep . A peculiarity 

o~ this is that there two explosibns which caus~d it to ~orm a double 

depression in the. bottom. The •ortnern one contains a sm~ll lake. In the 

Spring of' 1~1.9 it \fas ~-bout a bundred reet in dial'leter this year (1g20) 

it bad diminished in size to about f0rty feet. We called itwcrater Lake• 

and is I belie!~' the only competitor for this honor that Crater Lalce 

Or.e~on has in the ~ited States. 

Northwest of Crater Lake about a h tmdred yards is the rim o:f another 

crater of like size and ~eneral descrip~ion as the two preceeding. There 

was no beauty here but an impressive granduer, a scene o:f devastative 

and explosive forces of nature that only seeing could make one belieTe 

and understand. AS we climbed around the crater walls we amused ourselves 

by rollin~ rocks down, watching them bounce and bound sometimes a htmdred 

:feet in· the air. As· tbey res.ched the J talus slopes below they reminded 

us of rabbits running and I could not resist shootin~ at them. Onee we 

united our stren~th and rolled a hige rock over the clif:f watching it 

"fall downwards until it · reachecl the slope below where it rolled, ~adually 

~etting smaller leaving a cloud of dust in its wake. Stretchin~ south

west from here ror a d.istanee of" about eleTen miles is perhaps o:ne of' the 

m.ost remarkable lava flows in the world. It hacl the same ropy tlfistecl 
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:rolds of heaTy cloth of the previously described · Pahoehoe flow. Its " . 

color was a deep cobalt blue, close examination showed that this color 

w:as due to some combi.nation of chemicals in the laTa which had come to 

the surf11.ce in cool in~ and ~av~ it the blue color with general iy a hi.tll 

gloss, seeming a·s if' the t'l nw hacl been ~iven a coat of' blue Ta~ish. 

The color 'vas bri~ht in patches and the ,.,.hole hac1 a blueish tinge. The .. l 

surface was netted and veined with small cracks giving the appearance 

of the scales of some · prehistorie reptile. 

Ira Russell of Gov. Geolegical SurTey called it the"Blue Dra~on Flow". 

It merits the name as in many places the fl mv had burst thru a erevace 

of an older f'low a.nd the ropey twist o:r blue laYa ha.cl spread out in branches 

which . ~ogethe:r wi".~h i~s seale~ sur:f'ace needed but little stretch .of imagina

tion to see the claws and legs of a dragon ... It is the play of light at 

sunset across here that charms the spectator• Stand on one of the buttes 

a..TJ.d watch the light play on the Blue Dragon Flow and it becomes a twisted 

wavy sea of color. Stand on its ed~e in the moonlight ann its glazed 

surface has a silvery sheen. With chan~ing conditions of li~ht and -air 

it changes also seeming 4o do so while you stand and watch. It is a place 

of color and silence, the latter broken only by the wail of the coyotee 

and chirp of the rock eony. About a mile .to the north of Crater Lake 

we found an immense cinder ccne, the west side of which had breached 

away leaving hhe floor of the crater exactly at appeared when it had 

·stopped its eruption of' lava. Here were bubbles, rolls folds ;\nd twists 

appearing ~s if a magnified frying pan er thick gravy furiously boiling 

had instantly frozen • .A. better comparison on minute scale would be hard 

to suggest. We sat on the soutlaern ed~e of the rim f'or perhaps half' an 
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hour before we climbed doWD. This :t"low bad broke out and flO\ved northwest 

!'or seTeral hundred yards and then damned up and broken thru a. lo,., place 

in the cinder ridge and :f"l·owed east. 'Here the channel was about three 

hundred yards wide and the fl.owing lava hacl assumed all the shapes and 
o:m a -...., 

twists of a rapid.l\motmtain s_tream@> suddenly. eon~ealed. When the eruption 

took place the molten lava had undermined the volcanic sides which had 

:rallen 111 an<ii. floatecl of'r ·on top of' the f'low as might sticks and sawdust 

on the sur:f"ace o:r running water • .Around the bases of the lar~er :f"loating 

pieces of volcanic tu~f taere was a depression in the lava where the 

mass had pressed i:t dowl!l as occurs when a greased stick i s floated in 

water. Some of these moats were from four to ten feet. deep and ten to 

thirty feet across . 

About one and a half" miles out on the :f"low were hundreds ot' tbese crater 

wall t'ragments, some about eighty :reet high. Vie\fed :rrom a distance they 

resemble the pueblo ruins or southwestern United States. One was abeut 

sixty ~eet hi~b and not over twemty feet in ' diamete at its base . From 

a d istance it resembled a silo, how it could have remained upri~ht as it 

drif'ted along is a mystery. Many more were obserTed that resembled ·eldnmeys 

ten to 'twenty feet hir-b , another was noticed that was almost a perfect 

teapot in shape • 

.A.bout two miles southwest or Bi~ Cinder Dutte is a f'low witl1 similar 

:rormations • .A.Ion~ the north side of' the Ruined Pueblo flow are :f"ourteen 

mounds eompose(i of rock and sage brush which the Inclians ha.Te b1iilt. They 

are from f'our to ten reet long, about fonr feet wide and lay in a general 



direction. of north and south. What they are I do not know as we had no 

means o'f' diggin,g i:r:ito them a.nd I hope this locality can be placed under 

GoTernment protection before they are destroyed by Tandals. Another feature 

:which adds a color or rema:r:i.ce are three well iV"Orn Indian trails sornint; 

into this belt rrom the north. The plainest is one that goes in about 

six miles west or Martin near the sinks of a lost stream known as Little 

Cottonwood. It is quite ditinct t'or about eleven miles and then rades 

army, yet we -round traces or it all tb.e way across. It is sparingly matted 

with small rock piles and pieces or sage brush witb a rock laid across. 

J.. :f'ew flint or obs:i,.dian arro-w points are to be found along it. Where these· 

trails go and 'vhy no one knows. 

~or.thward for about a rnilen ~rom the nuined Puebio flow are a ~ew more 

low c·inder cones sim~.lar to those we bad passed. A. :feature along the west 

side or this Toleanie belt which is a puzzle ~e a number of dead charred 

trees, these trees are growing in a cinder :flat absolutely barren or 
Te~etation or any kind wb.iclll. coul d carry rire rrom one to tlle otper. I 

.found charred sage brush ar~tmd a lava blow~bole near ~he Seven DeTils 

and a piece o.f brush was piake<l up near this spot that had a clot of" laTa 

'rrozen' around it. In appearanee the fl?ws appear as i.f they had happened 

but . ye.sterclay, in reality the latest probably oceured about a hlllldred. 

and fi.fty possibly two hmidred years a~o. I would :not be surprised if t:he 

some or the small s putte r cones eccured contemporary to the eruption 

of' Ba:ff'alG> Hump in IdaTi!o County Idaho, which .happened up t~o ancl including 

1S66 during which time it erupted laTa and columns or smoke, Geolo~ically 



speaking the :f nrtnation er this re~ion is as the passing second in the 

history of' the world. The belt h::\S a wonderf'ul scenic charm, it is di:ff'erent 

from anythin~ you will f"ind in our national park:s • Comparison is impossible 

becau$e we have '- little aTailable to compare it with. Russel in tbe g:eologi~ 

report or this region Bulletin #199 page 105 and Bulletin 217 estimates 

that the age of' the youngest of' the "flows he examineq was not to exceed 

a hundred and ·.rif'ty years. 

As a lava ·deposit it surpasses anything of' its kind in the world. The total 

area o:f the six· young f'lows is about three hundred square miles, while 

the lava flow reaching above and below this polint along the Snake RiTer 

plain.s reach the stoundin~ total of' approximately twenty seTen thousand 

squaz:-e miles. In .t~e ~istory or ~he . world many Talcanoes baTe been ~eg~~de~ . 

as ~xtlllt that haTe at"te_rwards er.u}>~~d and · bh>~ the-if .t.ops:. of .. £~ I ni:i:)~h:t · . ·. . . . . . .· .. . , .. .. . . . 

mention Mt •. Peelee (1902) . Krakcatoa (1883), A.s·~~ (1783-), MaUJla Loa (!SOS),. 

VesnYius~ (79), sollf'riere (1S12), Bandaisan (1888) Katmai (1912).and 

numerous .others. Many of these had been ~e~arded as ~xtinct · rar a~es . 

Mt.Epomeo or Isehia Japan was classified as extinct for sevemteen htmdred 

years and tPene exploded. An extinct volcano mi~ht be likened to an old 

rusty gun, . it _may be loa<il.ed and we little bow what the .morrow may bring 

f'orth. 

A.s a scenic region it ra!!lks seeond tn none· of its kind and class' a.nft 'for 

strange and fantastic :rormations in nature is unsurpassed. For a three to 

seven: d~y trip it has f'ew. erruals. California, Colorado, .Arizona, 17tah, 

New Mexico, Arkansas and Keatucky each haTe one to f'our National and 

": ,·'/ "'. 



State Parks or Monuments. Ida.ho has a t'uture lnere tha.t f'or scenic or 
seientific interest, in my estimation, far surpasses any except the 

YellO\fstone, Grand Canyon and. The Yosemite. The Lincoln Hia:hway passes 

within a mile of the northern encl and thousancl~ ot' tourists have yearly 

motored along its Tery ~ edge Without realizing What they were missing. · 

A road can 'he built in along its eastern side at a very little expense, 

in ract we took a car to witbin a mile of Dig Ci~der Butte and a wagon 

to Echo Crater but the last uas an experienee I would not care to repeat 

under present conditions. The cind.ers for the finest or road ballast 

and construction of' such a road would be reduced :to a minimun. Some 

day this re~ion is boun~l to "become a tourist resort and I believe would 

mow, to a certain extent, were its wonders generally laloWJJ and aTailahle. 
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