Curecanti National Recreation Area

Colorado

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

B =iln Congress reg,uested the National
S :: Par erv1ce to conduet a study and make
- recommendatlons:thg_t would better conserve
é—f—.__ the natural cultural,.;r.egreaﬁonal and scenic
;—:_ esc)urces Wlthlﬁ—and _ﬁtrrrcyundmg Curecanti
——

Natlonal Recreatlon Area (NRA).

- A summary of the results of the study and its
recommendations are presented herein. For
additional details and analysis, the complete
document, known as the Final Resource
Protection Study/Environmental Impact
Statement (RPS/EIS), is available at locations
described on the last page of this brochure.

No sooner than thirty days following
distribution of the Final RPS/EIS, a Record of

Decision will be released, which will document
the National Park Service’s selected alternative.

A Report to Congress that presents the study’s
findings and recommel-idations, jointly prepared
by the National Park Service and the Bureau

of Reclamation (the cooperating agency on the
EIS), will then be forwarded to Congress through
the Department of the Interior.

We appreciate the participation, comments, and
support of the numerous agencies, organizations,
NRA visitors, landowners, members of

the general public, and other stakeholders
throughout the study. This has been a rare
opportunity to be part of conserving the valuable

resources in the Curecanti area for future
generations.
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Dillon Pinnacles dominate the scene along the shore of Blue Mesa Reservoir in the heart of Curecanti National Recreation Area



BACKGROUND OF CURECANTI

Curecanti National Recreation Area (NRA) is
comprised of 41,790 acres of federal lands and
waters, stretching approximately 40 miles along the
Gunnison river basin in Gunnison and Montrose
Counties, Colorado. It offers a variety of recreational

opportunities in a spectacular geological setting.
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The roots of Curecanti began in 1956 when Congress
authorized the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation)
to construct the Wayne N. Aspinall Storage Unit of the
Colorado River Storage Project (CRSP), which consists
of three dams, their reservoirs, and related facilities.
Reclamation acquired most of the needed lands in

the 1960s. These lands were the minimum required

for the primary purposes of the project, with little or
no consideration given to potential opportunities for
land-based recreation that might be associated with an

emerging NRA.

Today, pursuant to a 1965 Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA), and other applicable laws and regulations,
Reclamation manages two ongoing projects in the
NRA and their dams, reservoirs, power plants,

access roads, and related facilities; Western Area

Power Administration (Western) manages electrical

transmission lines and related facilities; and the National
Park Service (NPS) manages the natural and cultural
resources, opportunities for public recreation and
resource understanding, and associated facilities. It
should be noted, however, that the NRA has never been
legislatively established as a unit of the national park

system, and has no legislated boundary.

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

The study is being conducted in response to a request by

Congress (Public Law 106-76) to:

(1) assess the natural, cultural, recreational, and scenic
resource value and character of the land within and
surrounding Curecanti NRA (including open vistas,
wildlife habitat, and other public benefits);

(2) identify practicable alternatives that protect the
resource value and character of the land within and

surrounding the Curecanti NRA;

(3) recommend a variety of economically feasible and
viable tools to achieve the purposes described in

paragraphs (1) and (2); and

(4) estimate the costs of implementing the approaches

recommended by the study.

NPS, with Reclamation as a cooperating agency,
has conducted the study to identify methods and
tools that could be used to ensure the long-term
conservation of surrounding natural, cultural,
recreational, and scenic resources; continued and
expanded visitor use, enjoyment, and understanding;
and continued and/or expanded recreational
opportunities. The study also evaluated whether

or not to recommend to Congress that the NRA be
formally established with a legislated boundary, and
what agency or agencies should be responsible for

managing the NRA.





















