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Denali National Park and Preserve
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Welcome to Denali National Park and Preserve Hop on a Bus
Welcome to six million acres of wild land. Travelers to Denali National Park will experience landscapes that vary from Learn more at go.nps.gov/DenaliBuses
low-lying boreal forest to high alpine tundra and snowy mountains that culminate in North America’s tallest peak, Information
20,310’ (6,190 m) Denali. Although the park is named for its highest peak, it encompasses more than just a mountain.

Types of Buses:

Denali National Park was initially established to conserve wildlife. Charles Sheldon, an early conservationist and hunter, e Tour Buses—Tan-colored tour buses include a driver-
spent time in the area studying Dall sheep. While here, he witnessed wide-scale market hunting. Consequently, he naturalist who will provide a narrated experience.
lobbied Congress to create Mount McKinley National Park specifically to protect Dall sheep. In 1980, with the passing of e Transit Buses—Green-colored transit and camper buses
the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA), Mount McKinley National Park not only tripled in size but are non-narrated and allow ticketed visitors to get on or
was also renamed Denali National Park and Preserve. off anywhere along the park road to explore.

Known around the world for its fantastic scenery and wildlife, Denali is a place of inspiration, exploration, and reflection
for travelers like you. Open year-round, activities at all levels of interests and abilities can be found. Use this guide to
make the most of your time in Denali—discover activities, learn about bus rides into the park, and plan a hike.

Purchasing Tickets:

e Online or By Phone—Reservations for all bus services
and most campsites can be made at www.reservedenal.
com or by phone at 800-622-7275 (nationwide) or Know Before You Go:
907-272-7275 (international). If you make ticket

NPS Photo

Make the Most of Your Time in Denali

e Trip Duration—Includes wildlife viewing and restroom

Learn more at go.nps.qov/VisitDenali S purchases online or by phone you can pick up your A5 g
o physical tickets at the Denali Bus Depot. stops. If you take medication, remember to bring it!
* In Person—Bus and campground reservations can be * Food and Water—Bring plenty of food and water. No
made in person at the Denali Bus Depot or the Riley Creek food is available for purchase beyond the park entrance.
Mercantile.

e Car Seats—Alaska State Law requires children younger
than one year of age or under 20Ibs (9 kg) to be in a rear-

., : : : facing infant seat. Children aged 1-4 and at least 20lbs
Refund Policy: There is a $8.25 fee per tour bus ticket, transit (9 kg) must be in a child restraint. Children aged 4-7 who

LS UCkeI.’ and c?mpgrougd reserva‘ilor;j i Crftlangepor ;ancel are under 57 in (1.4 m) tall or 65 Ibs (30 kg) must be in
i :con(;ipblo Se.rﬁ.” e pr(njor Ofep? Lljzje't s dases ¢ a booster seat. Parents are responsible for providing the
abtohiatian hil Lt ihe il st b L appropriate car seat. Some infant and toddler seats are

e Drivers do not seli tickets on their buses.

NPS Photo , departure. available free of charge at the Denali Bus Depot.
. . Call 800-622-7275 or visit the Denali Bus Depot or Riley Creek * Firearms—Firearms are not allowed on tour buses.

Two-Hour Suggestions Half'Day Suggestions Mercantile for more details. Passengers may transport a firearm on transit buses but it

Explore the Denali Visitor Center Campus: Also consider suggestions listed under “Two Hours” must be unloaded and stored in a locked container.

Rgrjgers are available to answer questions daily 8 am to 6 pm. Look for Den.alli from thg Mountain Vista Area: Departures: «  Dress Warmly—Bring plenty of warm and weather-proof

Visit the Alaska Geographic Park Store and take a short walk on Weather pe_rmnttlng, Denali can be seen from the park road e Tour Buses—Depart from area hotels and the Denali Bus layers for time spent off of the bus (e.g., while exploring

the Spruce Forest Loop to experience the boreal forest. between Miles 9 arjd 13. Take the free Savage River Shuttle Depot. Check the pick-up location on your bus ticket. and taking in the views at restroom stops).

) from the Denali Visitor Center bus stop. There are several short e Transit Buses—Depart from Denali Bus Depot (except el , '

See the Sled Dog Kennels: trails and picnic tables in the area Py b M Aeiiateds f Rilev Creek e Accessibility—Wheelchair-accessible buses are

Meet Denali's canine rangers and learn about dog mushing. ' S L e S CORPN, D available on all bus systems. American Sign Language

Open from 9:30 am to 4:30 pm daily (mid-May to mid- Hike a Trail: RSP interpretation is available vv.ith advance request. Please

September). Limited parking available, no RV-sized parking Enjoy a hike on a trail near the Denali Visitor Center. See . y . advise the bus company of your needs as you make

spots. Take a free shuttle from the Denali Visitor Center the reverse side of this guide for a trail map and more EHIants rees: T.he park s entrance fee will be added .to e reservations (800-622-7275).

bus stop. trefncrestiin cost of your transit bus ticket unless you present a national park

pass or valid entrance receipt.

Tour and Transit Buses

_Learn more at go.nps.gov/DenaliBuses. Tour bus tickets include the $15/adult park entrance fee, transit bus tickets do not. __

______

Bus Type Destination Length Cost Narrated? Rest Stops
Natural History Tour Tour Primrose Ridge |4.5to 5 hrs | Adults (16 and older): $116.25 | Yes Denali Bus Depot (Mile 0.75)
(May 12 to September 19) (Mile 17) (Round-trip) Youth (15 and younger): $50.75 Savage Cabdm (l\(/hle| 13>7)
Primrose Ridge (Mile 1
Tundra Wilderness Tour | Tour | East Fork 51t0 5.5 hrs | Adults (16 and older): $144.00 | Yes Teklanika River (Mile 30)
(May 20 to September 12) (Mile 43) (Round-trip) Youth (15 and younger): $64.50
4 L Includes a snack box
e 8 > e A East Fork Transit Transit | East Fork 4.5 hrs Adults (16 and older): $33.25 | No Teklanika River (Mile 30)
; : - { TS (May 20 to September 12) (Mile 43) (Round-trip) Youth (15 and younger): Free East Fork (Mile 43)
MU|ti'Day Suggestions Camper Bus Transit | Drops campers and | Varies Adults (16 and older): $33.25 | No Teklanika River (Mile 30)
Also consider suggestions listed under “Two Hours” and “Half Day” Also consider suggestions listed under “Two Hours”, “Half Day”, and “Full Day” (May 30 to September 12) bac_kpadﬁrs Otf_f ata Youth (15 and younger): Free East Fork (Mile 43)
: t
Experience the Park by Bus: . Discover Ranger-Led Programs: ‘ \L/J?j”teoy,v?”eic; s
Get farther out in the park! Ride a tour or transit bus (see the Ranger programs vary daily and may include guided walks,
“Hop on a Bus” section) or join Alaska Geographic's Roadside short talks, activities for kids, or campground programs. More
Naturalist program (registration required, www.akgeo.org). information is available below, or check at the visitor center the .
’ _ day of your visit for details. Safety and Pa rk REgUIatlonS
Hike Off-Trail: Learn more at go.nps.gov/DenaliSafety
If you want to get off the beaten path, consider hiking off- Go Camping:
trail as part of your trip. Learn more about hiking off-trail at Stay at a campground or in the backcountry. Learn more at Wildlife Safety All Will(dlife:W_ldI_f S o
go.nps.gov/DenaliHiking go.nps.gov/DenaliCampgrounds . . e eep Wildlite Wild—Do
Black Bgars gnd Grizzly Bears: not feed wildlife, including
R P s ¢ Hike with a group. small animals like squirrels
anger rog rams ‘ e Stay at least 300 yards (275 m) away from bears and and birds.
~—=-—=tearn more at go.nps.gov/DenaliCalendar-Programs are free unfess otherwise noted. - i i ;Ioser i beqr. - , ¢ Say Away—Donot. -
e Avoid surprising bears, which could elicit a defensive approach or follow wildlife.
Discovery Hike (Daily, June 8 to September 2) Speaker Series (select Thursdays, May 30 to August 15) refkc.tlor:' Frdelque.m'.y make |()|rd people sounds,” such as ?T;[)ay\i/t Ie?rSt 3Ob0 yards 2275
Description: Go on a challenging, off-trail hike with a Description: Guest speakers will lecture on a variety . ga '”2 P y,CSIngmbg, SETRRAL, dk h maiantaaiilw aor:i]nir?waurrsnags
park ranger. of topics and answer questions about their scientific . e;r i hamlld ;‘ar sprlay ik .?)CI)W hOW ‘;]ngse ards (23 m) distance from
Location: Varies daily. research in Denali. Hosted by Alaska Geographic. It ORI SHaY SO DR EasilY AOeSSIIE WIKH (IKIng, y :
Qo - - - . e ; While on a bus, bear spray should be in a plastic bag and all other animals, dens, and
Cost: Hike is free, but usually requires a Discovery Hike Location: Murie Science and Learning Center o i ts If It
bus ticket ($33.25) Lenath: 1 h stowed inside your backpack or another bag. Rentals are nests. It your presence alters
A : , , , o hoki it ilabl f i an animal’s behavior you are
Length: 6 to 10 hours (including bus ride) Time: 7 pm available at the Backcountry Information Center. 00 dl
: . ; e Pl ' Report any bear encounter to a ranger. 00 CI0se.
Sign-up: Required at the Denali Visitor Center, no i
more than two days in advance. No same-day signups. Campground Program Bear Encounters: .
All group_memlbelrs must be present to sign up. (Select days, !ate.May to mid-September) e Gather your hiking group close together. Other Safety TIpS | o
G_roup Size: Limited to 11 participants per hike DeSC”Pt'zn(-jEPJOy adtalk from aﬂrlanger. Look for 2 e Remove your bear spray from the holster. . Medlicinle—!f you take prescribed medication, remember
Time: Varies current schedules and topics on tliers at campgrounds e Never run from a bear to bring it with you into the park. Always bring extra
or the Denali Visitor Center. o - Neraron Youlr pack : doses in case of delays
i ; i Locations: Riley Creek C d (Mile 0.4 : : ;S ; :
GUIded Nature Walk (varies, Ao 1 S0avic-Septarmben Pt Sclas;gereR?ver gr:r?grgorgr&né (,\Iﬂie 1;) e If a bear gets within range of bear spray (20 feet, 6 m), *  Warm Clothing—Even in summer, Denali can be chilly.
Description: Join a ranger for a guided walk with Taklamika Camparating fitile 286) spray the bear. Aim low—the cloud of bear spray should Bring layers so you can bundle up if weather cools.
several stops on a trail through the boreal forest. st 25 rrifiites P9 hit the bear’s head.
Locatlﬁ.n: ;/Vslks begin behind the Denali Visitor Center et 7':30 i « If a bear approaches you and acts “sneaky,” it is likely Park Regulations
!I-'?r:(_e]'lt 1b~am chrisz m most days, check at the visitor Rl hel e b iy el * In an emergency, call 911. There is no cell phone
- pm m ys, Ranger’s Choice (select days, all summer) curious bear, you should stand your ground (don‘t . Mil 3’ n [ St Sl b
center the day of your visit. Description: Check at the visit ter for additional back away), yell at the bear, and try to look large SRR a0t Bl SN TE Plark TR, FED COAHIR DUS
éscription: Lheck at the visitor center 1or adaitiona e P X . : driver or park ranger if cell service is unavailable.
Sled Dog Demonstrations ranger chats and other programs that may be offered i |nt|m|dat|{ng. Eg-aggressius it y?ur 0 * Leave No Trace—Do not collect items including natural
b SRABORF g daily. Location, length, and time vary. movements. If a curious bear attacks, fight back. ; A
Description: Visit the hlStOl’!C Sled. Dog Kennels to e I a bear moves toward you quickly and looks aggressive specimens (rocks, plants) or e_ar‘u’racts. Leqve items where
meet and learn about Denali’s canine rangers. Accessibility it is likely displaying defensive behavior. When you find them. If you are hiking on a trail, do not stray off
am ocation: Buses to the kennels depart e Qur goal is to provide American Sign Language encountering a adefensive bear, you should appear large ) :
o L i S B A el i Al Sign Langlig I s neHid l J ;Zifitgg'ltlssrrf: pbaeﬂ:/valked on roadways, parking areas
5/20-9/14 minutes before the program (i.e., 9:20 am, interpretation, when requested in advance, for but non-threatening. Your movements and voice should i oA Icilo v, e Beailindu Hikir? 'Trsail orgthe '
2 1:20 pm, 3:20 pm) from the Denali Visitor all ranger programs. Please contact the park as be slow and soft. If the bear is not advancing, take the Roadpsgide Bike Trz?ill B % i agleash’6 Tt il
b Center bus stop. Check the Courtesy Shuttle early as possible via email or phone so that we can opportunity to slowly back away. If a defensive bear .
5/15-9/15 : £t : : y : or shorter, and dispose of pet waste
section of this guide for more information. accommodate your request. attacks, you should play dead. Do not move until you're . R ) : .
4 B o 3 b e e 4 & gl . < : e ot g P AN ik s Fino B e o0 e Cycling—Cyclists may ride on roadways, parking areas,
pm gram takes place at the kennels, 1.5 miles Sled dog demonstrations have limited seating; arrive sure tnhat the bear has lett the area. dl A diva e A delde Bik
o from the visitor center early to ensure a seat PRI SR ARG Sl INt RORESIE HIKe
6/1-9/2 ' ; . ‘ = ; ) . Moose: Trail. Do not ride bikes on other trails in the park. Learn
Length: 1.5 hrs (including bus travel, the e See trail descriptions on reverse side for wheelchair- i e M s il it h ESTE bttty abain slb e AR ot
ranger program, and time to meet the dogs) accessible trails. Wy PRARIPSIRIINE [DER-COCHE DUIL ol ST ycling at go.nps.g ali.
unexpectedly and try to kick or trample a perceived e D.rones—Un'manned aerial systems are prohibited.
Family Hour (Saturday to Wednesday, June 1 to August 28) threat. Stay at least two bus—lengths (25 yards, 23 m) *  Firearms—Firearms are not permitted in federal
Description: Educators lead nature,walks quided away from moose. buildings; elsewhere, Alaska state laws apply.
programs tduch tables, and educational Q;ames for * Run Away—If a moose charges you, it is because_e g 2
; g in its space. Get away as fast as you can, zigzagging and Information Phone

families of all ages. Topics and activities vary each day.
Location: Denali Visitor Center

Length: 1 hour

Time: 12:30 pm and 4:15 pm

putting obstacles between you and the moose.
e Walking dogs near moose is especially dangerous as

moose may react dramatically. Use extra caution and src‘)d l;;c:s;rve

‘ SR Denali Park, AK 99755 don"".e.
W) enah_mfo@nps.goy
NPS®HiBto www.nps.gov/denali

Emergency—911

Denali National Park Information—(907) 683-9532



http://www.akgeo.org
http://www.reservedenali
mailto:denali_info@nps.gov
http://www.nps.gov/denali

Getting Around Denali
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Visitor Services

Trails

Learn more at go.nps.gov/DenaliHiking =5 Learn more at go.nps.qov/DenaliVisitorCenters

Denali Bus Depot
Mile 0.75 on the Denali Park Road

Denali Bus Depot (May 20 to September 12)
Hours: 5:30 am to 7 pm daily

Denali Visitor Center Campus
Mile 1.5 on the Denali Park Road

Denali Visitor Center (mid-May to late September)
Hours: 8 am to 6 pm daily (may vary in late September)

Talkeetna
Mile 99 on Highway 3 (2 hours south of the park entrance)

Walter Harper Talkeetna Ranger Station
(April 15 to September 30)

e e

o

e e e e . .t . et

V.2,

o

Frontcountry Trails

Trail

Difficulty

Elevation

wS Photo

Distance*

Phone: 907-683-9532 (phone staffed 9 am to 4 pm)
Services: Information, entrance fees and park passes
(credit cards only), ranger programs, exhibits, films

Morino Grill (May 15 to September 15)
Hours: 8 am to 6 pm (hours may vary in spring and fall)
Services: Grill, coffee, grab & go food (credit cards only)

Alaska Geographic Park Store (May 15 to mid-September)
Hours: 8 am to 6 pm daily
Phone: 907-683-1272

Services: Bus tickets and departures, campground check-
in, coffee, grab & go food, gift shop (credit cards only)
Bus & campground reservations: www.reservedenali.com
or 800-622-7275

Backcountry Information Center (mid-May to late September)

Hours: 9 am to 6 pm daily

Location: Adjacent to the Denali Bus Depot

Phone: 907-683-9590

Services: Backcountry information and permits,
bear-resistant food containers, maps, bear spray rentals

Hours: 8 am to 4:30 pm daily (weekdays only Sept. 16-30)

Location: From Mile 99 on Hwy 3, travel 14 miles on
Talkeetna Spur Rd. to B Street.

Phone: 907-733-2231

Services: Information, mountaineering, entrance fees and

park passes, Alaska Geographic Bookstore

Entrance Fees

All visitors 16 years and up are required to pay an entrance
fee (15 and under are free). Only credit cards accepted at
NPS locations. Learn more at go.nps.gov/DenaliFees

ices: i i i Learn more at go.nps.gov/DenaliBackcountr . i -
Shaacids 150 ft 1.7 miles (2.7 km) Services: Souvenirs, gifts, books, clothing go.nps.g y DenaI! Weekly Pass* $15/person
Bike Trail (45 m) One-way i g > Denall Annlal Fass®~ dafyear

— - Baggage Claim and Bus Stop (May 15 to September 12) Riley Creek Mercantile e America the Beautiful National Parks & Federal Recreational
Spruce Easy Negligible | 0.1 miles (.16 km) Hours: 8:30 am to 6 pm daily Mile 0.4 on the Denali Park Road Lands Passes (Interagency Passes)*: prices vary
Forest Loop One-way Bus schedules posted at bus stop Riley Creek Mercantile and Campground FUNRER P SR (6 TR S R s, 10000 S
Horseshoe Moderate | 250 ft 4 miles (6.4 km) Phone: 907-683-9275 (May 20 to September 15)
Lake Trail (76 m) Round-trip Services: Bag storage, lost and found, bus stop Hours: 7 am to 11 pm daily (may vary in spring and fall)
| Moderate | 100 ft 1.6 miles (2.6 km) ) Service;: Check-in for campgrounds and bus tickets,

z (30 m) One-way AIiISka Rj‘(‘)roadtDESPOt (CTiqll-May to mid-September) conyemencggrocgnes,lﬂrewood, showers, laundry, dump

; ours: 10 am to 5 pm dai
(G-l Moderate | 400 ft 2.4 miles (3.8 km) Pl 9O7—265-24§)94 - 8yOO—544—0552 L e
Trail (122m) | One-way Services: Ticket sales Park Headquarters
Roadside Moderate | 350 ft 1.8 miles (2.9 km) Mile 3.4 on the Denali Park Road
Hiking Trail (106 m) Sk e Sled Dog Kennels (May 15 to late September)
Mt. Healy Strenuous | 1,700 ft 2.7 miles (4.3 km) Hours: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm daily
%\;ﬁrlook (518 m) One-way Services: Information and ranger programs eaIlVisitor Center (NPS Phot i
I ENETEE Strenuous | 1,000 ft 9.5 miles (15.3 km)
E 0 e Courtesy Shuttle Buses

*All distances are measured from the Denali Visitor Center (DVC). Hiking the
Horseshoe Lake Trail from the Horseshoe Lake Trailhead reduces the distance to

2 miles round-trip.

Savage River Area Trails (Miles 12-15)**

Trail

Mountain
Vista Trail

Download detailed bus schedules at go.nps.gov/DenaliShuttles

Eastbound

Savage River Shuttle Riley Creek Loop Shuttle Sled Dog Demonstration Bus

Program Times

Eastbound

®

Westbound Depart Arrive back

StOp *Final stop each evening is at the Bus Depot Stop **Final stop each evening is at Horseshoe Lake. Westbound Depa rt Arrive

Savage Cabin & £V

Loop

Savage River
Loop

Savage Alpine
Trail

Denali Bus Depot* & & Riley Creek Mercantile DVC Kennels Kennels  at DVC
iffi i i : 10:00 am 9:20 9:40 10:40 Approximately
Oitficuity Elevaiien. Sses Denali Visitor Center & L 3 Riley Creek Campground @ (Offered 5/20 - 9/14) 11-:00 am
N Easy 50 ft 0.6 miles (7 km) -
(75m) Round—‘trip Park Headquarters . . Denali Bus DepOt . . 2?0 pm 1:20 1:40 2:40 Approximately
A : : Offered 5/15 - 9/15) "
50 ft 0.8 mile (1.3 km) Mountain Vista [.] ® Horseshoe Lake Trailhead** 2 (Offere 3:00 pm
-tri 2 4:00 pm 3:20 3:40 4:30 Approximatel

(15 m) Rounc-tip Savage River Campground e > Denali Visitor Center ® E ] (Offereg 6/1 - 9/2) Sp'i)O Imv

Moderate | Negligible | 2 miles (3.2 km) _ . VUp
Round-trip Savage River Trailhead & 2 Offered May 15 to September 15 every 30 minutes. During peak Check out the Ranger Programs section of this guide for more

Strenuous | 1,500 ft 4 miles (6.4 km) Offered May 15 to September 15 every 30 minutes. Shutties operate season, June 6 to August 28, the shuttle runs from 5 am to 7 pm. information on Sled Dog Demonstrations.

(457m) One-way May 15-23 from 8:20 am to 8:10 pm, May 24 to September 2 from

** Access Savage River Area Trails by using the Savage River Shuttle from the
Denali Visitor Center.

6:20 am to 10:10 pm, and September 3-15 from 8:20 am to 8:10 pm.


http://www.reservedenali.com

