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HIDING PLACES A tiny lizard will soon
. vanish into a chink between rough-hewn

logs. Cattle rustlers followed secret “out-

| law trails” to disappear into hard-to-

reach canyons, confounding lawmen
who pursued them.

PEOPLE carved petroglypha
into the “desert.varnish™of cliffs. This
x-foot lizard (left) dates from about
yearsago. | 22 2

ECHO PARK In the 1950s the Bureau
of Reclamation proposed building a

ANCIENT REMAINS Sediments covered
and preserved these leg bones of a
Diplodocus (left) and an Apatosaurus
within the Morrison Formation.

RARE FIND A fossilized skull (left)
from the tong-necked, long-tailed
Jurassic dinosaur Camarasaurus that
once roamed this area (below right).

Pterpsaur

i

FLOWING LIVING WILD

RIVERS AND CANYONS

Steamboat Rock marks the spectacular
meeting place of the Green and Yampa
rivers. As the rivers cut deep into the under-
lying rock layers, they exposed a dramatic
geologic history of faults, folds, and uplifts.
These events created the colorful array of
living landscapes, soils, and water sources
that you see today. v

Ay

: Rock layers preserve ancient plant and animal

 fossils from land and sea. Sandstone cliffs bear
perplexing artworks that whisper of a more
rrecent, human past. Falcons soar above waters
‘where rare fish swim and bighorn sheep linger.
Such riches led President Franklin Roosevelt,

£ 1938, to add over 200,000 acres © '

“ANCIENT LIFE

Dinosaur National Monument includes one
of Earth’s richest known dinosaur fossil
beds. These remains are from the Jurassic
period 150 million years ago. During a
drought, many dinosaurs died near a river's
edge. When rains returned, floodwaters car-
ried the jumbled bones of over 500 dino-
saurs, representing ten species, here.

Ancient river sediments, now called Morrison
sandstone, entombed the dinosaur bones.
Minerals then filled the bones (though some
organic material survived) and cast them in
stone. Erosion eventually exposed the fossils.
In 1909 Earl Douglass, of Pittsburgh’s Carnegie
Museum, declared this site “the best-looking
dinosaur prospect | have ever found.”

SURFACE MATERIALS

3 ‘ FIND 23 LAYERS OF TIME AND FOSSILS
| as you float Dinosaur National
| Monument's rivers and walk its trails.

Local geologic conditions support
unique habitats. Two plant species here
live nowhere else on Earth.
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