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ERRATA

Comment

text line 20: "1819" should read: 1819-1828
text line 20: delete "...called San Pedro Creek..."

caption title should read: Surveyor's Field Notes of the H. A. Alsbury Sur-
vey, Bexar County.

text line 24: "northwestward" should read: northeastward

figure caption should read: Map of historical routes from San Pedro Creek
to the Nacogdoches area.

text line 19: "northwest" should read: northeast

text line 29: delete sentence that begins "Neither does this spot...".

text line 36: reference should read: (Castefida 1950:118)

text line 29: Figure 30 should be Figure 29

delete: "Nacogdoches Road" label

text lines 26-28: sentence should read: ...Both of the later maps utilized data
or previous maps which showed the location of the Davenport rancho San

Patricio (see below).

figure caption should read: Map showing the Juan Pedro Walker crossing
and Davenport rancho.

text line 14: delete: (Dolozel and Fuchs 1980)
text lines 24-25: delete sentence that begins: (This stretch is the same as...).

text line 29: "southeast" should read: northwest
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. . . En la mediania de las tres motas a este paraje hay una, en un alto, de
cuatro arboles blancos, donde dejamos hechas dos cruces en ellos . . .

Gregorio de Salinas Varona
Lunes veinte y cinco de mayo, 1693
(GOomez Canedo 1968:289)

Three centuries past,

in an ageless era

born of fire and smoke,

a Christian cross

and a Spanish sword

flamed across the wild lands
north of the Rio Grande.

And a timeless south wind

that once ruffled Spanish lace
and unfurled the gold and blood
of a Castilian flag

In more temperate times today,
whispers softly still
against a single lone star.

From OIld Mexico eastward,
toward tall Texas pines,

a centuries-old road,

blessed only by the weary hand
of a padre’s cross,

Guided foolish armies

and the forgotten ambitions
of large and small men
along a dusty road

of silent destiny.

And guided 100,

the sons and daughters

of a Texas Republic

who, amidst the clutter

of a past and future history,

Should remember still

the timelessness of a south wind,
that unfurled the first,

single lone star

And who should remember 100,
the first road,

recalled today

by little more than a

time-worn Cross

carved on an ancient oak,

and still respected

by the years.

A. McGraw
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FOREWORD

Three hundred years ago a small group of Spaniards forded a river known today
as the Rio Grande. Their goal was to establish a mission on the eastern frontier of New

was equivocal. On one hand the French never established a firm hold on the territory, and
some of the local Caddoan Indians converted to Christianity, at least nominally. On the
other hand, Spaniards in East Texas were consistently underfunded and poorly provisioned
by administrative centers located far to the south in Mexico. Hence their efforts remained
limited in scope and success.

One very real and tangible result of the Spanish entradas into Texas was the
establishment of a corridor of transportation across the state which has become popularized
as the Old San Antonio Road. The term corridor is deliberate here in referring to the Old
San Antonio Road. It was never a fixed line on the ground, and its precise plotting shifted
through time to accommodate changes in settlement and natural disasters such as floods.
This corridor of transportation became instrumental in early colonization as well as the
establishment of political boundaries and policies which still exist in Texas today. Morcover,
the corridor was influential in directing settlement within the state. Even today the corridor
continues 10 be an important segment of the state’s transportation network.

The present document is part of an cffort to commemorate the significance of the
corridor in our history. Toward that end the staff of the Highway Design Division of the
State Department of Highways and Public Transportation has, in a remarkably short time,
gathered a substantial amount of information on the various routes across Texas and their
respective dates, varying public perceptions of the Road through time, and the remnant
archaeological and historical sites associated with the Road that have been identified to date.
This report represents a summation of findings and presents a coherent and thoughtful program
to identify, preserve, and manage its remaining historic features and the properties associated
with it. It also outlines an on-going program designed to share that information with visitors,
tourists, and the public. It is, I think, a report that deserves careful study and adequate
recognition of the efforts of the individuals who have devoted so much of their time to its
completion. Through their work the Old San Antonio Road and its contribution 1o our
heritage have been more thoroughly documented than ever before, and their work offers
a standard that we should all seek to achieve.

Nancy Adele Kenmotsu
Texas Historical Commission

Page xvii



MANAGEMENT SUMMARY

In July 1989, the 71st State Legislature, in Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 2,
directed the State Department of Highways and Public Transportation (SDHPT) to identify
the present-day disposition of the Old San Antonio Road (OSR) and to develop a historic
preservation plan to identify and safeguard the surviving cultural, natural, and scenic
attributes associated with the historic roadway. The resolution was initiated in recognition
of the 300th anniversary of the route in 1991 and because the roadway was one of the most
significant factors contributing to the conquest, colonization, and development of a
province, a republic, and later, the largest of the contiguous states.

Three hundred years ago, the OSR connected, by little more than a mule trail, the
frontier missions of an unexplored province to distant colonial settlements south of the Rio
Grande. The locations of the changing routes of the road through several centuries directly
influenced the establishment of many Texas towns and ultimately, the modern network of
state highways.

Part I of the report provides background to the project and presents the legislation
that initiated the SDHPT’s efforts. This includes a discussion of research conducted carlier
this century and the significance, or historic context, of the OSR.

Part Il of the report presents a detailed review of historical data that clearly
identifies the changing routes of the OSR through time. The report identifies these routes
as caminos reales and establishes that the road network was more complex than the popular
perception of the OSR as a single, unchanging route. Part II also describes the importance
of the varying segments within the changing patterns of Texas history and is the basis for
the interpretations and preservation proposals of Part 111

Part 111 of the report discusses the range of preservation options based on detailed
reviews of preservation projects in other states. Positive and negative aspects of the
developed plans are presented. Given the complexities of a statewide preservation effort
and the unique aspects of both Texas and Texans, no previously developed national or state
corridor preservation plan is particularly appropriate or suited to address the OSR conser-
vation effort. Part III of the report presents a pragmatic, phased effort to address the
recognition, preservation, and development of the state’s most significant trans-Texas route.

Since portions of the proposed preservation options must involve the concurrence,
cooperation, and coordination of various agencies, organizations, and individuals, the
SDHPT does not assume nor recommend the initiation of any efforts without the
consultation and concurrence of all parties.

In summary, the OSR project staff has found that the "Old San Antonio Road,"
contrary to popular perception and far from consisting of a single route, actually included
several previously unrecognized, widely varying segments that changed through time for a
variety of reasons. The importance of this fact cannot be overstated as many of the
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historical events and historic propertics that became a significant and an integral part of
Texas’ heritage were associated with previously unrecognized segments of the historic trans-
Texas route.

It is the conclusion of the SDHPT that to realize the intent of Senate Concurrent
Resolution No. 2, 1989, and the original, emergency legislation of Senate Bill No. 570,
Chap. 271, 1929, as well as to consider the importance of "the road" as an integral part of
a unique Texas heritage, its varying, documented, historical segments should be addressed
within any developed preservation plan.

This expanded perspective invites the participation of a number of previously
unrecognized Texas counties, organizations, and interested parties toward the development
of the state’s largest plan of preservation, interpretation, and tourism development.

PROPOSED ASPECTS OF SDHPT PRESERVATION PLAN

Scope of Work: To initiate and coordinate a phased program of preservation,
interpretation, and tourism development of the Old San Antonio Road and its varying
segments that changed through time and were known as caminos reales. The results of
the proposed efforts will ensure the preservation and recognition of the OSR and caminos
reales as an important and unique aspect of the state’s heritage.

PHASE 1: Recognition/Commemoration Phase
Schedule: September 1990-1991. Proposed commemoration date: the first week of June
1991. Three hundred years ago, in June, the Terdn-Mazanet expedition of 1691 crossed the

Rio Grande to begin its trans-Texas journey to East Texas.

Purpose: To recognize the routes of the earliest trans-Texas road and commemorate its
300th anniversary in 1991.

Management Design: Initiate a systematic program of public information to: (1) develop

a public awareness of, (2) establish interest in, and (3) coordinate with regional
organizations interested in the preservation, historical research, and tourism development
along the OSR.

Proposed Obijectives of Phase 1:

1. Identify the historical and heritage corridors of the varying routes of the Old San
Antonio Road and associated caminos reales throughout the state.
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10.

11

12.

Prepare and publish an SDHPT-developed statewide preservation plan for the Old
San Antonio Road and an accompanying historical review that identifies the
present-day disposition of the routes. The historical background will identify
existing remnants and also describe the varying routes within historic contexts to
justify the preservation plan recommendations.

Initiate statewide press releases about the Old San Antonio Road, in coordination
with the Texas Historical Commission (THC), other state agencics, the Old San
Antonio Road Preservation Commission (OSRPC), and through SDHPT Travel and
Information Division.

Develop educational packets for primary and secondary schools to be distributed
through and with the cooperation of the Texas State Historical Association
(TSHA).

Develop a popular SDHPT brochure (in cooperation with the THC) that
summarizes the historical importance of the route.

Design and construct a series of information panels to be placed in existing rest
stops along major highways in the vicinity of the historic routes. Such information
panels will provide historical information of the early trails and may, on a reverse
panel, identify local and regional points of interest. These may be developed by
the SDHPT, in cooperation with local communities, county historical commissions,
and area councils of governments.

Develop SDHPT signage to identify intersections of the trails with public property
and highway rights-of-way.

Develop, in cooperation with the Governor’s office, OSRPC, and the THC, a
program (o include the identification and recognition of privale propertics and
landowners/families associated with the OSR. Recognition might include certificates
presented by the Governor’s office or the OSRPC. Such a program would increase
interest and awareness of the route throughout the state, act as informal
conservation covenants, and could be accompanied by invitations to consider
selective conservation easements.

Re-establish a variation of the Old San Antonio Road Association (o develop state-
wide awareness and local support for OSR activities and the proposed Texas
Historic Trails Commission.

Implement an SDHPT review process for OSR routes than may be affected by
future SDHPT construction projects.

Coordinate with local and regional organizations established to develop specific
activities for tourism development and conservation. Coordinate with inter-
governmental and trans-regional councils of governments, regional planning
commissions, as well as local, county, and regional historical commissions, socicties,
and preservation groups 10 promote the above goals.

Consider, in cooperation with the THC and the National Park Scrvice, the
development of the OSR and associated caminos reales, as National Historic Trails.



Page xxii MANAGEMENT SUMMARY

ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PHASE 1

[These Recommendations Require the Consultation, Review, and
Agreement of State Agencies, the OSRPC, and Other Parties]

A. Recommend in consultation and in agreement with other involved state agencies
and the state legislature, that the OSR become a high priority state project for
recognition of the "300th Anniversary" in 1991.

B. Consider the appointment by the Old San Antonio Road Preservation Commission
(OSRPC) of a coordinator/director of commission efforts to coordinate the
interaction of state agencies’ cfforts. Such an individual should be familiar with
the organization of both state and federal agencies and assume  respon-
sibility/accountability for such coordination.

C. Recommend that the OSRPC, in consultation with its Advisory Committee, make
consensus decisions regarding commission endeavors during periodic meetings.
Such a procedure will avoid individual policy decisions and ensure a coordinated

effort.
D. Develop a logo and/or slogan for the 1991 commemoration of the OSR.
E. Establish in coordination with the THC, an Old San Antonio Road Conservation

and Development fund.

F. Recommend that the OSRPC, in coordination with others, develop an OSR tour
to promote recognition of the road, particularly in modern communities in the
vicinity of the historic routes.

G. Consider the development of a popular book that describes the significance of the
historic road in Texas history and heritage. This would be a tangible product and
a lasting, statewide contribution of the preservation effort.

PHASE 2: Formation of Preservation and Development Efforts

Schedule: 1991-1994 (Tentative)

Purpose: To continue and update a data review initiated by the SDHPT in 1989, that
recognizes the significance of the important network routes that developed from the OSR
(Le., the Old San Antonio-Laredo Road, the San Antonio-La Bahia Road, etc.); to develop
complementary preservation pians; to generate expanded plans for tourism and

development.

Management Design: It is proposed that Phase 2 efforts be directed toward the

establishment of regional committees or task forces which develop local preservation,
interpretation, development, and tourism goals. Such work may involve a cooperative effort
between county historical commissions, area councils of government, local conservation
groups, and other parties.



MANAGEMENT SUMMARY Page xxiui

Proposed Obijectives of Phase 2:

Coordinate such efforts with the 1992 Columbian quincentenary.

2 Coordinate with the States of Louisiana and Coahuila.

3. Establish a Texas Historic Trails Commission (THTC) to develop further aspects
of the Old San Antonio Road Prescrvation Plan and to review systematically the
potential significance of additional historic Texas trails. Such an organization
would act as a coordinating office at the state level to interact with local, regional,
national, and international sources for the purposes of developing preservation
plans, promoting tourism, and reviewing funding options. The proposed THTC
would be distinct in function and objectives from the existing OSRPC. The
proposed THTC should include representatives of the OSRPC.

Phase 2 proposals involve the cooperation and agreement of various state and local
organizations, individuals, and possibly federal agencies. The recommendations of the
SDHPT for this phase, therefore, are tentative and assume a consultation period between
involved parties that would result in coordinated efforts. The SDHPT specifically does not
recommend Or assume any commitment or involvement from any party without a systematic
process of consultation and review.

Two critical elements of this phase are: (1) the requirements of adequate funding
at local and regional levels and (2) the technical control and coordination necessary at a
state level to guide regional and local efforts. These issues must be addressed prior to any
other considerations.

Inherent also are the requirements of a specific statewide program of development,
an evaluation process and checkpoints  of objectives, and an accountability of
responsibilitics. The nccessity or potential for a formal Memorandum of Agreement
between organizations and agencies should be considered.

Because of the vested interest of the SDHPT (a substantial portion of these routes
are within or adjacent to SDHPT rights-of-way), it is strongly recommended that the
SDHPT assume a participatory if not lead role in the process of further preservation plans.
This may include acting in the role of a coordinating instrument or as technical advisor to
other state agencies, local governments, or preservation organizations.

Pragmatically, the role of the SDHPT and the extent of Phase 2 preservation efforts
will be based on the response to and interest in the Phase 1 undertaking.
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HISTORIC ROUTES OF THE CAMINOS REALES

by A. Joachim McGraw

In 1991, Texas will recognize the 300th anniversary of the state’s most significant
trans-Texas road. Historically known as the Old San Antonio Road, the King’s Highway,
or El Camino Real, the route is one of the most notable of the early Texas trails and has
been of interest 1o the public, historians, and other scholars for almost a century.

Today, the significance of the Old San Antonio Road (OSR) is related to its
historical role as the link in the oldest network of transportation, communication, and
defense. Three hundred years ago, the road connected, by little more than a mule trail, the
fragile frontier missions of an unexplored province to distant colonial settlements south of
the Rio Grande. The changing routes of the road directly influenced the establishment of
many Texas towns and cities, and ultimately, the modern network of state highways.

In order to commemorate the route’s 300th anniversary in 1991, the State
Legislature, in Senate Concurrent Resolution (SCR) No. 2, July 1989, authorized the
creation of a nine-member OIld San Antonio Road Preservation Commission and a
supporting advisory committee. SCR No. 2 also directed the State Department of Highways
and Public Transportation (SDHPT) to identify the present disposition of the historic trail,
to develop a historic preservation plan for future management of the OSR, and o prepare
a comprehensive report.

Researchers for more than a century have attempted to define the route across the
state. The most significant effort was in 1915-1916, when a professional surveyor, V. N.
Zivley, surveyed a route of the 19th-century road. The route had been abandoned for more
than one hundred years before he began his work. Although his effort was limited by a
paucity of available information, it contributed significantly to the recognition of the "Old
San Antonio Road." Soon after, the Texas Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution placed granite markers along the route Zivley had mapped.

In 1929, the Texas Legislature declared the Zivley version of the Old San Antonio
Road to be one of the historic trails of Texas. The Legislature also directed the Highway
Commission to preserve and maintain the Old San Antonio Road from the state’s road
maintenance fund. Much of this historical route is still in use as State Highway 21 and
related county roads.

The route that V. N. Zivley plotied however, was only one of scveral changing
historical routes that was known as the Old San Antonio Road. Although the current
study has identified at least five variants of the OSR and its related caminos reales, most
of these roads were not contemporaneous. Instead, at any given time, a single route was

Page 3



Page 4 INTRODUCTION  McGraw

employed by travelers and its choice often depended on seasons, natural conditions and the
presence of hostile Indians.

In Texas, all the trails began at the Presidio del Rio Grande, led in varying routes
across South Texas, and converged at San Antonio. These trails, in order of usage, became
known as the Camino Pita, the Lower Presidio Road or camino de en medio, and the Upper
Presidio Road. V. N. Zivley’s plotting of the Old San Antonio Road through South Texas
retraced the Lower Presidio Road, in use from approximately 1750-1800 (Figure 1).

Northeastward beyond San Antonio, the roads diverged again. An early upper trail
known as the Camino de los Tejas followed the springs of the Balcones Escarpment and
eventually turned east toward the Sabine River. This road was used 1o establish and supply
the first 18th-century Spanish Colonial missions of East Texas. A later road that Stephen
F. Austin called the Camino Arriba was established near the end of the 18th century and
while it still led to destinations in East Texas, the route looped southward through the
dense southeast-central Texas Post Oak Savannah.

The current study is divided into three parts. Part 1 summarizes the project
background, previous legislation, and the SDHPT’s scope of work. Part Il identifies the
different caminos reales that historically became part of the Old San Antonio Road,
discusses their importance in Texas history, and presents examples of how such information
can be used in further research. Part III presents recommendations that addresses both
1991 commemorative efforts and long-range preservation objectives.

The identification of these trails, the complexity of the different routes through
time, and the significance of historic properties along the old roads are discussed in the
following pages.

Readers should remember that the current study is only an initial survey of the Old
San Antonio Road and the caminos reales. The extensive amount of available information,
the complexity of the routes, the modern deterioration and disappearance of the trails, and
other difficulties, have all affected the interpretations and the scope of this work. The
SDHPT study represents only a preliminary survey of the available historical resources.

As an introduction the OSR report, the text of the 1929 legislative bill and the
1989 Senate Concurrent Resolution is presented in the following pages.
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PROVIDING FOR PRESERVATION OF OLD SAN ANTONIO ROAD
Senate Bill No. 570, March 19, 1929.
CHAPTER 271

An Act providing for the prescrvation of the Old San Antonio Road running through the
State of Texas from Pendleton on the Sabine to Presidio in West Texas; prescribing
that said Road shall always be known as the Old San Antonio Road; requiring
the Highway Commission to preserve and maintain said Road along the route
described in this Act and as surveyed in 1915 by V. N. Zivley; prohibiting the
changing of said route; describing the route of said Highway; and declaring an
emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislaturce of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. The Road commonly known as the Old San Antonio Road or
"King’s Highway" or "Camino Real" shall forever be known as the Old San Antonio Road,
and is hereby declared to be one of the historic roads of Texas and the State Highway
Commission shall provide for the preservation and identification of such road by proper
marks and provide for maintenance of the road from State road maintenance fund. The
counties through which such historic road passes shall provide a right-of-way of 100 feet
in width. The route of said Road shall remain as surveyed by V. N. Zivley, pursuant 1o
appointment of the Governor in the year 1915 and as marked by granitc boulders
heretofore erected every five miles on said Highway by the Daughters of the American
Revolution. The route of the Old San Antonio Road is and shall be as follows, the same
being more particularly described by said survey made by V. N. Zivley and marked by said
granite boulders, to-wit: running from Pendleton, thence through Milam, Geneva, San
Augustine, Dwire, Chireno, Melrose, Nacogdoches, Douglass, Alto, passing near Weches,
passing near Crockett; thence through Hennesey, Normangee, near Wheslock [Wheelock],
through Benchley, Seeles store, Cook’s Point, Caldwell, Deanville, Lincoln, Bastrop, Cedar
Creck, Mendoza, Reedville, New Braunfels, Bracker [Bracken], San Antonio, Losoya,
Amptdon [Amphion], Hindes, Jahney, Cotulla to Presidio.

SECTION 2. The fact that the Old San Antonio Road which is also known as
"King’s Highway" and "Camino Real" is the oldest highway or trail in this state; that while
there is no accurate date that can be fixed for its beginning, it certainly goes back to the
Indian Confederacy as shown by ancient maps and Indian Mounds, which follow its
windings across Texas where Indian villages formerly lay; that said Road was in all
probability started as a trail by the Indians and the buffalo; that it was in existence when
Spain placed Missions and fortresses to hold the country against the French and to prevent
contraband trade with Mexico; that said Road was traveled by the Spaniards after Spain
had taken possession of this country placing it under military and religious rule, establishing
Missions and Presidios close to the French boundary at Natchitoches, Louisiana; that said
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Road was traveled in the conquest of the country from 1716 to 1772 when the Capitol was
removed 10 San Antonio remaining there until 1836; that this famous Road was used in
the early history of our State through its progress from colonization to Republic and from
Republic to Statehood to such an extent that the State owes an obligation for the sake of
history to preserve said highway for all time to come as nearly as may be; that said Road
marks the progress of a great and progressive people; that this Act undertakes Lo provide
for the preservation and maintenance of said Highway along its original routc and under
the name by which it is most commonly known; all creates an emergency and an impera-
tive public necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several
days in each House be suspended, and that this Act shall take effect and be in force from
and after its passage, and said rule is hereby suspended, and it is so enacted.

(NOTE.=S. B. No. 570 passed the Senate, 29 ayes, 0 nays; passed the House with
amendment, 115 ayes, 6 nays; Senate concurred in House amendment by a viva voce vote.)
Approved March 19, 1929. [Extracted from Norvell 1945]

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 2, JULY 1989

This concurrent resolution was adopted by the Texas House of Representatives on July 14,
1989 and by the Texas Senate on July 17, 1989:

WHEREAS, The Old San Antonio Road, also referred to as the King’s Highway
or Camino Real, was recognized by the 41st Legislature in 1929 (S.B. No. 570) as the
oldest highway or trail in Texas; and

WHEREAS, The State Highway Commission was directed to provide for the
preservation, identification, and maintenance of such roadway; and

WIHEREAS, A sum of $5,000 was appropriated by the Texas Legislature in 1915
to survey and appropriately mark the route of the Old San Antonio Road; and

WHEREAS, The road continues to be recognized as one of the most significant
factors contributing 1o the conquest and colonization of pre-Republic Texas and the

and

WHEREAS, The roadway was officially established under the authority of the first
provincial governor of Texas under Spanish rule in 1691 and will have existed for 300 years
in 1991; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the 71st Legislature of the State of Texas hereby directs the
State Department of Highways and Public Transportation, in cooperation with the Texas
Historical Commission, to identify the present-day disposition of the Old San Antonio Road
and to develop a historic preservation plan to identify and safeguard surviving cultural and
natural resources, as well as scenic attributes associated with the roadway; and, be it further
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RESOLVED, That such a preservation plan for the Old San Antonio Road be
completed and published by the State Department of Highways and Public Transportation
within one year of the adoption of this resolution; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That the licutenant governor and speaker of the house, acting under
the authority of House Concurrent Resolution 142, 71st Legislature, Regular Session, 1989,
be requested to create the Old San Antonio Road Preservation Commission for the
purpose of contributing vital information to the State Department of Highways and Public
Transportation and the Texas Historical Commission toward the development of a
preservation plan for the roadway, informing the public regarding the historic significance
and recreational potential of the roadway, marking historic structures and sites along the
roadway, and promoting tourism as it relates to the roadway to the economic benefit of the
State of Texas; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That the Old San Antonio Road Preservation Commission be
composed of nine members, including one representative from each of the following state
agencies:  State Department of Highways and Public Transportation, Texas Historical
Commission, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Texas Department of Commerce
(Tourism Division), and five members at large to be appointed by the governor from a list
of interested individuals provided to the governor by the Texas Historical Commission; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That the commission be authorized to appoint an advisory board of
no less than 10 members and no more than 15 members for the purpose of assisting the
commission in accompiishing its goals; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That commission members shall participate at their own expense,
whilc any general operating expenses of the commission may be paid from such gifts, grants,
and donations.

DEFINING THE DIRECTIVE
THE ROLE OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS AND
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

The SDHPT together with the Texas Historical Commission proposed an action
plan to accomplish the directives of SCR No. 2. The SDHPT oultlined the goals and
objectives of its proposed work during the initial meeting of the OSRPC in December 1989.
Following a discussion of the SDHPT cffort, the OSRPC orally concurred with SDHPT
proposals, thus initiating subsequent SDHPT work. Staff members of the Highway Design
Division, Environmental Section, discussed additional project considerations on January 26,
1990, during the sccond meeting of the OSRPC.
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The goals and strategy of the SDHPT work that resulted from these meetings are
listed below.

Goals

Identify existing elements on public lands associated with the route of the OSR.

2. Establish mcans to preserve clements of the roadway on public lands including
significant portions of the natural setting.

3. Prepare and publish a full report upon completion of studies.

In order to achieve these goals, the following strategy was proposed:

Strategy

1.  Using the survey work (1915-1916) of V. N. Zivley as a basis, a limited amount of
historical research was performed to verify roadway corridors.

2. Markers placed along the OSR by the Daughters of the American Revolution in the
early 20th century were inventoried and the locations verified.

3. Elements of the roadway on public lands not presently known were identified.

4. Elements and existing portions of the roadway on private lands were identified, where
possible.

5. The historical context of the roadway was evaluated.

The SDHPT determined that the most efficient approach for accomplishing its
directive was to employ its own personnel and resources.

|

Figure 1 (facing page). Historical routes of the Old San Antonio Road varied throughout
three centuries of Texas history. Varying segments of these changing routes that have not
been well recognized today and are identified in this report are designated as (trans-Texas)
caminos reales. The map illustrates these routes by their original names during the times
of their use. The most well-known of the routes, the Old San Antonio Road and what
later in part, became modern State Highway 21, is what Stephen F. Austin called the
Camino Arriba. The contemporary route south of San Antonio to the Rio Grande during
the Texas Republic period was the Upper Presidio Road (Camino Arriba del Presidio del
Rio Grande) or Camino Pita. By an unfortunate transposition of historical data in the early
20th century, the South Texas Upper Presidio Road was confused with an earlier 18th-
century camino real known as the Lower Presidio Road (or camino de en medio).
Regardless of the complexities of historical interpretation, the changing patiern of such
routes across Texas does not decrease but increases the importance of these roads to the
appreciation of the state’s history.
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THE OLD SAN ANTONIO ROAD PRESERVATION COMMISSION

A nine-member commission consisting of State-agency representatives and Governor-
appointed members was designated in December 1989. These individuals are listed below.

Governor-Appointed Members State Agency Designates
Dr. Archie McDonald (Chair) Mr. Ken Bohuslav
Department of History Engineer of Environmental Studies

Stephen F. Austin State University State Department of Highways and

P. O. Box 6223, SFA Station Public Transportation

Nacogdoches, Texas 75962

General John McGiffert
Institute of Texan Cultures
P. O. Box 1226

San Antonio, Texas 78294

Ms. Ingrid Morris
Route 1, Box 1792
Hemphill, Texas 75948

Ms. Nan Olsen
P. O. Box 172
Bastrop, Texas 78602

Ms. Rose Trevino
1003 Hill Place
Laredo, Texas 78041

11th & Brazos
Austin, Texas 78701-2483

Mr. Mike Herring

Historic Sites and Restoration Branch
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
4200 Smith School Road

Austin, Texas 78744

Ms. Nancy Kenmotsu/Mr. Rick Lewis
Texas Historical Commission

P. O. Box 12276

Austin, Texas 78711

Mr. Phil Davis

Texas Department of Commerce
Tourism Division

P. O. Box 12008

Austin, Texas 78711



"IDENTIFYING THE DISPOSITION"

METHODOLOGY

by John W. Clark, Jr., and A. Joachim McGraw

A primary goal of the project as specified by the legislation is the identification of
the present disposition of the Old San Antonio Road (OSR). This implies two things:
first, that there may be undisturbed segments distinct from segments that may have been
paved over and, second, that a necessary part of the project is to determine where modern
highways coincide with the former location of the varied routes of the trans-Texas roads.
Other aspects of the presence of these roads are discussed in the section on historic
contexts.

Beginning in January 1990, the SDHPT began organizing, compiling, and developing
elements of the project: the historic preservation plan and a variety of background
information. In the following months, the project focused on four major tasks: (1) a data
collection effort to identify the present-day disposition of the OSR; (2) the collection and
review of primary sources, published and unpublished, and documents describing the
original routes of the historical OSR; (3) an interpretation of this information to identify
the modern counties, municipalities, and areas associated with the OSR; and (4) the
preparation of a historic preservation plan 10 address future elements of planning and
development.

The data collection phase began with a review of the route marked by V. N. Zivley
between 1915 and 1916. A copy of his field notes, narrative, and maps was procured from
the Texas State Archives. The route laid out by Zivley was then plotted on USGS 7.5-
minute basec maps. In some localities plotting was difficult because of the lack of good
landmarks indicated by Zivley.

County survey maps provided by the General Land Office Archives identify
appropriate land grants and ficld notes dating from the Mexican and Republic of Texas
periods. Four aspects are important: (1) General Land Office maps represent the primary
land divisions within the state; (2) remnants of these divisions still exist over the entire
state; (3) these remnants can be identified from the survey descriptions on the 7.5-minute
maps using appropriate scales; and (4) for some grants, a particular road served as a
boundary for one side. This information essentially confirms Zivley’s plotting from San
Marcos eastward, with some minor variations.
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This route largely coincides with modern State Highways 21 and OSR with three
exceptions: (1) from San Marcos to Bastrop, (2) east of Nacogdoches, and (3) in the area
of Geneva. The route also varies from State Highways 21 and OSR where those highways
have had their original curves straightened.

The land grants were also examined for data pertaining to the roads where the
roads did not form a part of a boundary. Some surveyors mention the presence of a road
and its distance from property corners. With this information it is possible to plot a route
through the property on the base maps.

From the General Land Office Archives, records of deeds and patents that located
the former routes of the road were reviewed and collected. Such information was
compared to modern county and highway maps to identify county-specific historic locales.
Physical remnants of the OSR could often be confirmed by field inspections. This process
was successful in the San Marcos/Hays County area, portions of Bastrop, Bexar, Atascosa,
La Salle, and several counties in East Texas.

South of San Antonio, Zivley stated that he lost the route at a point where the
road to Presidio del Rio Grande (modern Guerrero, Coahuila) and the Laredo road melt.
He was forced to go to the Paso de Francia at Guerrero and backtrack toward San Antonio
using an English translation of the derrotero (trip log) of Fray Juan Agustin Morfi who
traveled this route in 1777. The project staff consulted Morfi’s derrotero in Spanish in
order to avoid translation errors. Morfi’s descriptions, directions, and distances are
sufficient to locate portions of the road, with fairly high confidence, on the 7.5-minute
maps.

The fact that a number of landmarks retain their Spanish Colonial-period names
and that these appear on the 7.5-minute maps, make the delineation of Morfi’s route easier.
Following his description and landmark localities on the maps, a reasonably narrow corridor
can be established. Within this corridor, Spanish travelers usually took the driest, least
rugged path. They did not normally travel up and down precipitous hills or through boggy
ground. Thus, potential areas for the routes are usually confined to quite small zones.

Another approach was to plot on county highway maps the locations of the granite
monuments erected by the Daughters of the American Revolution. A number of these
monuments have been removed over the years from their original placement. Where these
deviate from the Zivley’s plotted route, it can be assumed that they have been moved.

A variety of historic maps were consulted in order to estimate the locations of river
and creek crossings. Among those that showed the "Lower Presidio Road" are post-
Mexican War military maps, manuscript maps and sketches by Stephen F. Austin,
unpublished maps in the collections of Yale University which accompany the notebooks of
Jean Louis Berlandier, and a series of maps published in a variety of sources. There are
errors in a number of maps, e.g., Austin’s drawing shows the Arroyo de las Animas (Brushy
Creek in Williamson and Milam counties) running into the Colorado River rather than the
San Gabriel (San Xavier). Each map required careful evaluation. [t was also necessary to
consider the time at which a map was made and its purpose. The Berlandicr maps were
accurate and provided much useful information.
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Other documents were utilized to find the disposition of the various roads and to
estimate dates of existence as a formal route. Among the most useful were court
documents which established clear title to land. These were particularly uscful in Sabine,
Medina, and Alascosa countics. The jurisdictional conflict over the boundary between
Bexar and San Patricio counties which contains testimony collected by Erasmo Seguin in
1838, was particularly uscful in establishing dates and sequences of road usage in the late
Spanish Colonial and Mexican periods. Another document relating to the Zivley plotting
of the post-1790 road was a series of titles, justifications, and claims relating to the
foundation of the town site of San Marcos de Neve.

Through the Texas Natural Resources Information System, black-and-white and
false-color infrared aerial photos were examined. In some of these photos, the presence
of undisturbed segments of road is indicated. Color aerial photographs were obtained for
the Rio Grande crossings and at the Mission Espada area. Black-and-white Soil
Conservation Service photos were examined in the area of Poteet and on both sides of the
Frio River. Some of these black-and-white photos, especially in enlargement, show the
swale which represents the location of the road, visible as either a slightly darker or lighter
line crosscutting the drainage patterns.

The interpretation of other historical information has also identified significant
historical and archaeological sites associated with the roadway. On-site inspections of
selected localities supplemented the above methods. Field inspections were normally
confined to areas of public rights-of-way. Visits were made to localities along the Old
Bastrop Road in Hays County where undisturbed segments are visible along the right-of-
way of the present road, and near Lagunillas Creek and the Frio River where extended
segments of road swales are evident. Inspections of the crossing at old Frio Town and at
Hondo Creek also revealed extensive segments of undisturbed roadway. In addition to
these visits, the OSR project staff contacted other people with expertise to visit other
localities.

In order to determine the disposition of the earlier road—ie., the route not marked
by Zivley—the first procedure was to collect a series of derroteros from early and later
travels. These were collected first in English translations, then in the Spanish tran-
scriptions. One derrotero, that of Gregorio de Salinas Varona in 1693, appears (o have no
English translation. From these were extracted specific locations that were compared in
chart form. Landmarks and parajes (campsites) were charted; distance and direction of
travel were also included on the charts. In some of the early explorations certain
landmarks were renamed, but by the 1730s there was general agreement on names. For
some expeditions when two journals were kept, each with separate sets of names for local-
ities, it is possible to identify the various landmarks and parajes. In other cases, the
journalist provided the equivalent earlier name. In any event, by aligning known localities,
it was possible to fill in some of the intervening localities.

Historic maps were then examined in an attempt to locate specific, named parajes
and the general locations of the routes. This effort was relatively successful between San
Antonio and Presidio del Rio Grande, but less so northeast of San Antonio because of two
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major late changes in the route. These two changes were, first, shifting the road between
San Antonio and Nacogdoches southward between present New Braunfels and the Neches
River, and second, a shift southward at a later date of the segment between the Neches and
Nacogdoches. The second permutation was known as the Camino de Arriba 10 S. F. Austin
and J. L. Berlandier. In the part which followed the original road, parajes and landmarks
retained their earlier names, thus allowing the reconstruction of that part of the route.
Among the early maps examined were those of De Leon of 1689 and 1690. These maps
indicate that he established whal, in large part, became the Upper Presidio Road between
Presidio del Rio Grande and the Rio Hondo. There he turned east to Matagorda Bay.

Like segments of the later roads, the early road was investigated using aerial
photographs with similar results. These were compared with historic maps and the
derroteros in order to plot a route. Like the evidence for the later routes, these road data
were transferred to 7.5-minute USGS maps.

The persistence of Spanish Colonial names for certain landmarks aids in relocating
the approximate route of the early road. Among the constant parajes and landmarks were
Arroyo de los Cuervos, Las Rosas de San Juan, Laguna Espantosa, Rio Nueces, Rio Hondo
and Las Cruces, Ojo de Agua de San Pedro, Arroyo de San Marcos, Arroyo Garrapatas,
Arroyo de las Animas, Rio San Xavier, Arroyo de San Pedro (a tributary of the Neches),
and Indian mounds. These landmarks provide vital information on the early route and can
be located on modern maps, recalling that Arroyo Garrapatas is Onion Creek in Travis
County, Arroyo de las Animas is Brushy Creek in Williamson and Milam counties, and that
the Rio San Xavier is the San Gabriel River.

The location of archaeological sites on this early road also provide specific points
of reference. Principal among these are the San Xavier Mission and Presidio complex and
the Indian mounds presently identified as the George C. Davis site on the southwest
boundary of Cherokee County. That the Davis site is the one identified in the derroteros
is confirmed by one of Berlandier’s maps.

Documentary sources also provide additional information on the location of the
early road. Several land grants and court documents mention the presence of the early
road in south Texas through its reopened status. The Seguin depositions pertaining (o the
division between Bexar and San Patricio counties provided valuable dating information and
confirm names for a number of parajes. Another valuable set of documents is the papers
engendered in the foundation of the community of Trinidad de Salcedo on the Trinity
River. Chief among those documents are the surveyor’s field notes.

Besides a variety of intended results, the investigations yiclded additional
information of a serendipitous nature. One such aspect is the physical location on the
ground of numerous segments of undisturbed road and projections of road both on private
property and on public lands. Those segments on public property, particularly where they
coincide with modern roads are largely disturbed or obliterated.

Projections of road location has helped to locate likely situations for Bucareli,
Salcedo, San Marcos de Neve, Mision San Francisco de los Tejas, the area of the battle of
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the Medina, Santa Anna’s camps, and a number of parajes. These areas will all need
intensive archaeological investigation on the ground.

The research has shown that there were several routes and identifiable segments
of road with functional and temporal aspects. In sum, the early trans-Texas roads were
established, in part in 1689 and 1690 by Alonso de Le6n from Monclova to the Rio Hondo.
Terdn extended the route to the Nacogdoches area in 1691. In this report, the segment of
the road between Presidio del Rio Grande (modern Guerrero, Coahuila) and San Antonio
is called the Camino Arriba del Presidio del Rio Grande; a later segment of this stretch of
road is called the Camino de la Pita or Camino Pita. The road from San Antonio 1o Los
Adaes is referred to as the Camino de los Tejas. The later road—between Presidio del Rio
Grande and San Antonio (the one traveled by Morfi and marked by Zivley)—is called the
Camino Abajo del Presidio del Rio Grande, Lower Presidio Road, or Camino de en medio.
The post-1790 segment between San Antonio and Nacogdoches is called the Camino Arriba.
All of these names are historical designations for the various routes.

To determine archaeological and historical resources associated with the road, the
SDHPT reviewed its project files. Project work also involved a review of site records at
the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory. The Texas Historical Commission provided
files on historic sites or structures associated with the OSR. The SDHPT also surveyed
the Texas Log Cabin Register on file at the University of North Texas to locate pioneer
sites from the earliest period of Anglo-American settlement extant near the historic route.

For the assessment of natural resources, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
contributed information on the biotic and recreational resources associated with state
propertiecs on or near the historic route. The National Forest Service, National Park
Service, and other federal agencies contributed information about such resources on federal
propertics. The natural resources summary discusses significant geologic sites and scenic
areas. Staff from the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department indicated pertinent scenic areas.
In researching prescrvation strategies and options, the SDHPT staff also contacted agencies
that have developed other historic trails, roads, and corridors. All offered concept plans
for preserving and interpreting such cultural resources.

The techniques used to gather data on the road were much more effective than
originally expected. They can and should be used on any further investigation associated
with this or a similar project. Furthermore, they show the potential of these techniques
to reveal more data on the OSR and on other roads of a historic nature.



THE SURVEY OF V. N. ZIVLEY, 1915-1916

ZIVLEY’'S ROUTE FROM THE SABINE RIVER TO SOUTH-CENTRAL TEXAS

by A. Joachim McGraw

V. N. Zivley’s work in the ecarly 20th century, as noted earlier, was a landmark
achievement and most importantly, reflected the constant interest and awareness of Texans
in the history of the most significant trans-Texas road.

This report identifies varying segments of routes that, through time, became integral
parts of a historical trans-Texas road. Zivley’s identification of one of these roads has
become established in the state’s history as the most recognized and important of these
routes. The description of his work and plottings from the Sabine River to south-central
Texas could be summarized and rephrased but his original text is both perceptive and
succinct. Because Zivley’s work was never published or widely circulated, the original
observations that prefaced his 1915-16 survey (keeping in mind the transcription of a poorly
preserved manuscript) are transcribed below:

In East Texas, that is from the initial point to the crossing of the Colorado River
at Bastrop, the King’s Highway, while in many places has been abandoned and
entirely obliterated, was very definitely located by the Field Notes of land surveys
made in the early years of the last century. These surveys were either bounded
on one side by the old road, or if they crossed it the course and distance from the
nearest corner to the said crossing was in most instances stated, so that the
relocation of the road in that part of the State was only a question of time and
labor. From Bastrop to San Antonio there was little to guide me except tradition
and the remaining evidence of the road to be found on the ground . . .

... I have given this work the very best effort of which I am capable, I measured
every meander, every deflection of the old road as carefully as 1 ever measured a
line for a proposed railroad, and I have reproduced the road on the Map just as
I found it on the ground. In the Field Notes and Map I have endeavored to show
every object either natural or artificial near which the Road passes, that would tend
to permanently fix its location. In putting up the markers, in a few instances the
distance between them is somewhat in excess of five miles but was covered in that
deviation from instructions by what [ think good judgment—for instance where the
measured five miles would have necessitated the placing of a post in the midst of
a cultivated field, I either stopped short of the instructed distance or went a few
hundred feet beyond, in order to place the marker where it would be least likely
to be molested . . . .

Page 17



Page 18 SURVEY OF ZIVLEY McGraw

ZIVLEY’S ROUTE FROM SAN ANTONIO TO THE RIO GRANDE
(Based on the Diary of Fray Juan Agustin Morfi, 1777-1778)

V. N. Zivley’s identification of the Old San Antonio Road south of San Antonio
was made more difficult by the expanse of private properties and the lack of distinct
physical remnants of the historic route.  Unlike the castern portion of the state, no
contemporary road paralleled the former route. Zivley’s solution to these problems is
presented in his own words:

... From San Antonio to the Rio Grande or vise versa from the Rio Grande to
San Antonio, about the only guide 1 had was the afore mentioned Diary of Morfi,
a very learned and observant Spanish Priest who traveled the King’s Highway in
December 1778 |[sic] from Presidio Rio Grande to the old Missions as [sic] San
Antonio, and to that old Padre, though I am a Protestant of the most ultra blue
stocking type, 1 want to doff my hat, as the most accurate artist in words of a
country traversed that I have ever met—in books. Every place he mentioned, every
object of interest, | found just as described by him in that brief diary. His only
inaccuracy was in the distance stated between given points, invariably the distance
given by him was greater than that given by the steel tape. But | picture him as
a scholarly devout man of fragile physique and wearied as he was by the days travel
"y muchas inflexiones inutiles” how natural for him to over estimate distance.

I am well aware that a work of this kind should be entirely sclf-explanatory, but
owing to adverse conditions and some very misleading data that was [sic] furnished
me, [ have been compelled to perpetuate a seeming inconsistency. There were only
onc¢ hundred and twenty-three (123) posts or markers placed by me between the
Sabine River and the Rio Grande, and the Posts should have been numbered
consecutively from beginning to end, but as will be seen the Post at Paso de
Francia is numbered 128 while in La Salle County (see page 97) |Ed. note: of
Zivley survey] there is a skip from Post No. 102 to Post No. 108, which occurred
in this way: As I went South after putting up marker No. 102 [ failed to find or
notice the Presidio Road turning to the right and continued to follow and survey
the Laredo Road to old Fort Ewell on the Nueces River. The map | had showed
the King’s Highway went in that direction and after crossing the Nueces at Fort
Ewell turned almost to the West and crossed the I. & G. N. R. R. [International
and Great Northern Railroad] near Artesia Wells. When I reached Fort Ewell and
made a thorough examination of the crossing there [ became convinced that 1 had
been misled and found that no road crossing the Nueces there had ever turned to
the right in the direction of Artesia Wells from the fact that the country is so
rough and broken that a Wolf could hardly get over it. 1 then spent sceveral days
in exploring the river for a crossing above Fort Ewell and at the Black Ranch,
about midway between Fort Ewell and Cotulla, found an old ford from which a
road led in a westerly direction—but the ford did not at all fit the description of
the King’s Highway crossing as contained in the Diary of Morfi relating a cross
over this road in December 1778 [sic]. Disheartened and almost discouraged, I
decided 10 go by the most direct traveled route to Paso de Francia on the Rio
Grande, pick up the road there, follow it as described in the Morfi Diary back to
its intersection with the road [ had surveyed. This I did, but when I reached the
Rio Grande I had to guess at the distance and put up the Marker 128, which |
afterwards found to be incorrect by almost twenty-five miles. [ then carefully
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surveyed and measured the old Road from Paso de Francia this way, putting up
markers where necessary and numbering them backwards that is from Nos. 128 10
127, to 126, etc, until I intersected the Road previously surveyed at Post No. 108.

Zivley’s ficld notes of 1915-1916 contain the translation of a portion of Fray
Morfi’s diary of 1777-1778. Readers are cautioned that this early translation, although
generally reliable, contains several significant errors of interpretation. The 1967 transcrip-
tion of Morfi’s Diario y Derretero by Eugenio del Hoyo and Malcolm McLean, published
by the Instituto Technol6gica y de Estudios Superiores in Monterrey, Mexico, is
recommended to those researchers requiring further information.

Morfi’s account and description of the route he traveled across southern Texas in
the mid- to late 18th century, as Zivley noted, is a vital contribution toward a better under-
standing of the historical route. An updated, annotated summary of his route from the Rio
Grande to San Antonio in 1777 and his return in 1778 is presented on succeeding pages.
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Table 1. Fray Juan Agustin de Morfi’s Itinerary from the Rio Grande to San Antonio

All presented data were extracted from the transcription by Del Hoyo and McLean (1967: 93-108) unless
noted.

Date Beginning Comments

1777

12-25 about 1.5 leagues east Began the day with a dawn Mass after crossing the
of Rio Grande Rio Grande on 12-24. After leaving campsite,

passed the paraje of San Ambrosia, the spring of
San Pedro, the paraje of San Lorenzo (que son
charcos). Traveled 10 leagues.

12-26 San Lorenzo Passed the paraje of Santa Catarina and los charcos
de Barrera. Traveled 10 lcagues. Morfi noted that
the only paraje with permanent water was San
Pedro.

12-27 charcos de Barrera Traveled 2 leagues to the paraje of San Roque
(que es un mal charco); Morfi noted that this
area was the cuesta, or divide, between the Rio
Grande and Nueces drainages. Traveled 2 leagues
to the paraje of la Romana. A little further, 8
leagues from Barrera, on the left (1o the west) was
the cerrito (small hill) of La Cochina. Morfi noted
that two months earlier, Lipan Apaches had attacked
travelers there and the remains of both the battle
and the unlucky Spaniards were still in evidence.
See Note 1.

One league further, Morfi encountered the margins
of the Nueces River floodplain (a una legua
entramos por una canada formada por un bosque,
cuyo camino inunda el rio). The party traveled

11 (largas) lcagues and Morfi observed more than
3,000 wild horses at the river. Morfi camped near
the right bank of the river at the paraje of Augier.

12-28 el agua del guaje de Traveling northward, the party passed immense
Augier herds of mestenada. After ca. 4.5 leagues, 10 the
west, Morfi noted el Palo Alto, that was said to
be the halfway point between the Rio Grande and
San Antonio. See Note 2.

1.5 leagues further and after a total distance of
6 leagues, Morfi arrived at the charco of Las
Encinas.

(Continued)
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Date

Beginning

Comments

12-29

12-30

12-31

las Encinas

Mala Agua

El Tapado

Traveled 3 leagues to the monte (this is interpreted
as woods, not hills) of the Frio River. Two leagues
further Morfi’s party stopped at Las Esperanzas.
Zivley’s 1916 translation of Morfi noted that the
locale was so called because there the Spanish
military escorts of Texas and Coahuila exchanged mail
and assumed the protection of travelers. The party
continued past the San Miguel Creek and after 11
leagues of travel stopped at las lagunillas

(de Mala Agua).

After 4 leagues of travel, Morfi arrived at La Parrita.
After 2 leagues the party entered the woods of the
Atascosa. After 3 leagues they camped near a spring,
El Tapado. [Tapado may refer to the dense canopy of
trees in that area.] A total of 9 leagues were traveled.

After S leagues, Morfi crossed la canada de la
Magdalena, or modern Galvan Creek and a short time
later, Gallinas Creck. Between there and the Medina
River, he noted a pile of stones that marked the
boundary of lands belonging to Mission Espada in San
Antonio. Morfi traveled 11 leagues leagues from El
Tapado (the Atascosa) to reach Mission Espada that day.

On January 15, 1778, Fray Morfi left San Antonio and eventually recrossed the Rio Grande
on January 21 on his return trip. His references to campsites are less descriptive than his
earlier entries.

NOTES:

1. Charcos de Barrera: The small hill of la Cochina ("the sow") may have originally
referred to an early appearance of feral hogs in that area. Wild hogs are still a common
nuisance along the Nueces drainage. Morfi passed through this locale again on his trip
southward on January 19, 1778. At that time he made a distinction between the bosque
of 1a Cochina and la loma del Muerto, the hill of the dead.
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