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APPENDIX I
List of Contacts Made in Connection with the Fire Island

Historic Resources Inventory

Person Contacted Type of Contact(s) Date(s)

Bellport-Brookhaven Historical Soc. telephone 12/6/78

Bigelow, Mrs. Paul, Bellport, N.Y. telephone 12/15/78

Buckley, Peter, Grad. student,

History, SUNY at Stony Brook phone/visit 2/23/79
2/28/79
3/4/79

Buchwald, Joel, Chief, telephone 2/14/79

National Archives and Record Ser-
vices, Bayone, N.J.

Burke, Mr., Sunrise Fish Co., Islip telephone = 3/15/79
Carpenter, Mrs, Betty

Librarian, Suffolk County Hist. Soc. letter 2/23/79
Carpenter, Betty; Diane Perry, phone/visits

Suffolk County Historical Society
Collington, Joseph, Kismet, F.I. visit 7/7/79

Corwin, Schuyler, Superintendent of telephone/letter 5/3/79
Parks, Suffolk County, N.Y.

Cross, Sam, Historian, W. Hampton visit 2/14/79
Cohalan, Peter, Supervisor, letter 3/5/79

Town of Islip

Davis Bros., Movers, Blue Point, N.Y. telephone 8/7/79

DeBerti, Mrs. Ruth, Ocean Beach, N.Y. visit 6/21/79
DeProspo, Robert, Grad. student, visit 2/23/79
History, SUNY at Stony Brook

Dibbin, Mrs., Assistant Director, telephone 2/12/79
Museum of the Amityville Historical

Society

Dickens, Homer, Writer, History of telephone 2/26/79

Cherry Grove



Person Contacted Type of Contact(s) Date(s)

Hodges, Robert, Kismet, F.I. visit 6/6/79

Hollman, Ted and Irene visit 8/11/79

Whalehouse Pt., F.I.

Jennings, Vincent, Collecting telephone 2/12/79

Division, Hofstra Library

Jensen, Ms., Ellen, journalist, letter 2/23/79

Ocean Beach

Jett, John, Patchogue, N.Y. visit 8/3/79

Johnson, Mrs. Madelaine, telephone 2/12/79

Historian, Mountainside, N.J.

Jdrdon, David, Saltaire, N.Y. visit 6/12/79

Kahler, A., Point 0'Woods visit 6/8/79

Kahler, Leonard, Village Super- visit 6/8/79

intendent, Saltaire, Il.Y.

Kelly, Frances, Librarian personal/ 11/29/78 -

Smithtown Public Library, telephone 12/8/78

Long Island Room

Kesselman, Steve, Parks Service telephone 2/23/79

Kick, Larry, Grad. student, visit 2/23/79

History, SUNY at Stony Brook

King, Miss, Pennypacker Coll, East telephone 1/23/79

Hampton Free Public Library

Koppelman, Dr. Lee, Executive Direc- letter 12/5/78

tor, Nassau-Suffolk Regional

Planning Board, Hauppauge

LaDuca, Jim, Policeman, Saltaire, visit 6/7/79

N.Y.

Lawlor, Mrs, Elaine, L.I. State telephone/ 2/12/79

Park Commission, Belmont visit

Lem, Arthur, Kismet, F.I. visit 6/6/79

Lind, Charles, Planner, Bi-County personal/ 11/29/78

Regional Planning Bd. telephone 12/6/78
2/2/79

2/7/79



Person Contacted Type of Contact(s) Date(s)
Dickerson, Charles, Sayville telephone/interview 12/8/79
Dixon, Robert, Jr., Assistant telephone/letter 4/11/79
Librarian, U.S. Coast Guard

Academy, New London, Conn,

Doty, Dave, Mapping Division, visit 2/21/79
Planning Board, Islip Town Hall 3/9/79
Driscoll, Mrs. Helen, Ocean Bay visit 7/23/79
Park, Fire Island, N.Y.

Dutcher, Mr., Western Union telephone 12/11/79
Elton, Bruce, Owner, Saltaire visit 6/12/79
Market, Saltaire, N.Y.

Ely, Mrs, Helen, Arts Project telephone 2/12/79
of Cherry Grove

Erhardt, Davis, Long Island visit 2/28/79
Division, Queens Borough Public Lib.

Ervin, Mrs. Norma, Mayor, Saltaire telephone 3/21/79
Evans, Dave, Point 0'Woods visit 7/12/79
Flynn, Frank, Ocean Bay Park, visit 7/23/79
Fire Island, N.Y.

Foster, William C., member of original letter 3/5/78
L.I. Chautauqua Assoc. at Point 0'Woods

Freda, Robert, FIIS Park Ranger visit 7/27/79
Furman, George, Trustee, telephone/ 3/7/79
Manor St. George letter

Goodman, Milton, President, letter/telephone 2/12/79
Chamber of Commerce, Ocean Beach,F.I. 2/23/79
Goggins, Kitty, former hist,,Saltaire telephone 2/12/79
Gordon, Mrs. Max visit 6/18/79
Lonelyville, N.Y.

Guarneri, Ruth, Librarian, visit/ 5/29/79
Hofstra Law Library telephone

Haff, Mrs. Eleanor, President, telephone 12/11/78

Sayville Historical Society



Person Contacted Type of Contact(s) Date(s)

Lindsay, Mr. and Mrs. John, visit 7/23/79

QOcean Bay Park, Fire Island, N.Y.

Londgren, Mr., Legal Officer, U.S. telephone/ 5/4/79

Coast Guard Third District visit

Governors Island, N.Y.

L.I. Historical Society, Brooklyn telephone/visit 1/5/79

2/28/79

Long Island Lighting Company telephone 12/6/78

Ludlow, Mr, and Mrs. John, visit 6/7/79

Saltaire, N.Y.

Lundstedt, John, White Cap telephone/ 3/15/79

Fish Company, Islip interview

McGuire, Mrs, Lillian telephone 2/12/79

Librarian, Point 0'Woods Association

McKenna, Peter, Editor personal visit 12/15/78

Fire Island Tide

McManus, Ms. Florence, Saltaire, N.Y. visit 6/12/79

McCain, John H,, Head, Church telephone 2/12/79

Committee, Point 0'Woods Assoc.

Matchette, Teresa, Archives telephone 4/11/79

Technician, National Archives,

Washington, D.C.

Mayor, Edward, Kismet, F.I. visit 6/6/79

Meeker, Roger, Department of Public telephone 6/19/79

Works, Suffolk County, N.Y.

Nielsen, Walter, Kismet, F.I. visit 7/7/79

0'Brien, Austin, State Office of telephone 12/1/78

Historic Preservation, Albany 12/4/78
12/11/78 12/11/778

Ocean Beach Chamber of Commerce letter 3/5/79

Overton, David, Brookhaven Town telephone/letter/ 1/3/78

Historian, Port Jefferson personal visit 1/4/78

Patchogue Advance telephone 1/3/79

Pike, Martha, Stony Brook Museum telephone 2/12/79



Person Contacted Type of Contact(s) Date(s)

Packard, Sally, Librarian, telephone 2/12/79

Huntington Historical Society

Rains, General Lee, Chief Deputy telephone/visit 2/16/79

County Treasurer, Riverhead

Schiller, Marvin, Saltaire, N.Y. visit 6/11/79

Schmitt, Frederick, Vice-President, telephone 3/15/79

Whaling Museum Society, Cold Spring

Harbor

Schuup, Barbara, SUNY of telephone/visit 1/3/79

Stony Brook Map Room

Sinisi, Nick, former President, telephone 2/12/79

Arts Project of Cherry Grove

Slater, Fred, Davis Bros., B1.Pt., NY

Smith, Jack, Atlantique, N.Y. visit 6/18/79

Society for the Preservation of telephone 1/23/79

Long Island Antiquities

Starace, Carl, Islip Town Historian; telephone 1/24/79

Editor, Long Island Forum

Starkey, Mrs. Eli1zabeth, Editor telephone 3/21/79

and Historian for Saltaire

Suffolk Co. Marine Museum telephone/visit 12/20/78

Library, West Sayville and

Roger Dunkerly, Director

Suffolk County News telephone 12/8/78

Sullivan, Edward, Chief letter 2/23/79

Assessor, Brookhaven

Swinsky, Florence, NYC/Ocean Beach telephone 4/7938/79;12/79

Taussig, Ted, Point 0'Woods member telephone 2/12/79

Tuck, Jim, FIIS Park Ranger visit 3/8/79
3/13/79

Van Liew, Barbara, Society for the telephone/visit 1/2/79

Preservation of L.I. Antiquities 2/1/79

Volkerz, Evert, Spec. Coll,, S.U.N.Y. visit 2/79

Stony Brook Library

Walsh, Mr., Tax Receiver, Town of telephone/visits 3/7/79

Brookhaven .

Weiss, Arthur, Captain, Dow Ferry visit 6/8/79

Wyatt, Ronald, Director, Nassau telephone 12/20/78

County Museum at Garvies Point






APPENDIX II
Information Compiled from Formal Interviews

with Local Informants

~ A'series of sixteen interviews have been completed. The
interviews represent a compilation of data that has
been evaluated based on a number of factors and incorporated into the
appropriate sections of the report. The information collected from
local citizens includes rumors, heresay and biased accounts of the
history and characteristics of the individual communities on Fire Island.
However, the memories of local people have also provided a wealth of
information on the history of architectural structures on the island
that has been incorporated into the research strategy of the archi-
tectural historian.

NAME SPECIALTY ‘ DATE
Charles Dickerson, F.I. Communities, esp. 2/22/79
Sayville those south of Sayville
Mr. and Mrs. Mahler, F.I. Lighthouse and 2/28/79
Bay Shore Saltaire
Dorothy Cambern, Long Cove and F.I. Pines 3/1/79
Sayville
Supervisor Cohalan Political Setting of F.I. 3/6/79
Town of Islip
Walter Oakley, Oakleyville 3/%2/79
Point 0'Woods
Nathan and Ann Woodhull, Seaview and Environs 3/13/79
Seaview
Bea Thornberg, Fair Harbor and 3/13/79
Atlantique Atlantique
Captain Hewlett Water Island, the ferry 3/17/79
Bishop, Oakdale service, eastern F.I.

Gary Schaper, Sun Rise Rish Co. and 4/3/79

IsTlip Pound Fishing



NAME SPECIALTY DATE
Arie Schaper, Early fishing 4/12/79
West Sayville activities around F.I.

Carl Chichester, Fishing activities 4/13/79
Amityville around F.I. 4/13/79
Virginia Rider (dec'd) Lonelyville 5/1/79
Brightwaters

William Schaper, Sun Rise Fish Co. 5/26/79
Islip .
John Lundstedt, Whitecap Fish Co. 6/14/79
Bay Shore

John Mclnery, Oyster industry 6/79
Lawyer, Blue Point

Oyster Co.

Capt. Elmer Patterson, Kismet 7/9/79

Bay Shore




APPENDIX I3}

Interview
Name: Capt. Hewlett Bishop
Address: 27 Shore Drive, Oakdale, New York
Phone: (516) 589-9309

Areal Specialty: History of Water Island and Fire Island Ferry
Service to eastern portion of the island;
President, Water Island Association

Other Contacts Joe Robinson, 2561 River Bluff Pkwy., Sarasota,
Suggested: Florida 33581 for history of Robinson House at
Water Island

Family Background

Bishop's great-grandmother was born on Fire Island beach in
Water Island. Bishop's grandfather was born in Patchogue (Capt.
Monroe Ryder). He made his living by taking hunting, oystering, and
fishing parties across the bay to Fire Island. In the Patchogue
Advance of 1884 there was an advertisement of his stating that they
Teft from the Mascot Dock in Patchogue. Thirty other boats are
advertised for the same activities.

Bishop's father, foreman printer for the Patchogue Argus
(owned by his father's uncle), was born in Northport. His father's
family, originally from Setauket, went there in the 1600s. Bishop's
father first came to Water Island in 1896 when his father claimed it
was "jumping." When he returned at the age of 80 or 90 he hated
"~ the place.

Bishop's mother was born in Patchogue. Bishop's cousin,
Dorothy Cambern (who has already been interviewed), was the oldest
child in a family with eight children. Her mother died when she was
16 or 17 and as a result, she had the responsibility for raising the
children, Her first job was to teach at a one-room schoolhouse in
Yaphank that was heated with a coal stove.

Capt. Hewlitt Bishop (Merchant Marines) was born in 1909 in
Patchogue. He first came to Fire Island when he was 3 or 4 years old.

Mrs. Bishop was born in Bayport and she began going to Fire
Island in 1914, They were married in 1938.



History of Water Island

In 1896, when Bishop's grandfather first came to Fire Island,
there was no Fire Island Pines, Davis Park, or Leja Beach and
Cherry Grove was still very small. Early in the 1900s Water Island,
as a community, began with the Caldwell development c. 1912, At
this time, it was used for church gatherings such as picnics. When
?oizt 3'Woods and Cherry Grove opened up, these places were used
instead,

According to Capt. Bishop, in the 1920s, Water Island contained
14 houses. In 1938, there were still only 14 houses. In the 1950s
there was an increase to 19 houses.

However, in the late 1950s and early 1960s, the number increased
to 39 due to the community's accessibility by beach taxi (see
Transportation section of interview). At this time, rentals became
available (some to groupers). As a matter of fact, Bishop's son
was a dispatcher for the White Cap Taxi service the first year it
began operating. :

Now there is no property remaining in Water Island on which
to build, except the dunes, However, building has been forbidden
in this area, thus far. '

There is a Water Island Association which collects fees for the
following services: dock (valued at $3000), fire (includes equipment,
wells, and insurance valued at $9000). According to Capt. Bishop,
there is always a problem with a few of the members relating to fee
collection, but in general, community cooperation is good.

Telephones were installed at Water Island in the late 50s or
early 60s.

Electricity was installed only 3 years ago. Before electricity,
bottled gas was used for light and refrigeration. He only knew of
the use of two generators employed by individuals. Eventually,
only small camping refrigerators could be purchased that used gas.
This was the main reason why the community had to convert to electricity.

Ocean-side wells, which could be exploited by gas-driven pumps,
were originally used for fire protection. There were four of these
wells, Electrical pumps were installed in 1977 in the middle of the
island so a hose could reach to both the ocean and the bay. Addi-
tional wells (18' deep +) were sunk on the bay side. The gas pumps
are kept in working condition in case the electricity is off when
power would be necessary to fight a fire.



There is no regular ferry service to Water Island. It has been
supplanted by a water taxi service which runs Friday night.

As with other Fire Island communities, political issues are
confined to local conerns. Many of the older, permanent residents
of Water Island favored the Robert Moses' road proposal due to
increased access. However, Capt. Bishop feels that what really
opened up the island was the bridge. With this, much of their
isolation was lost.

Beach traffic also became a problem. At one time, the White
Cap Taxi Service had 16 vehicles running between communities (i.e.
Cherry Grove, where ferry ran, to Water Island). At high tide, the
drivers found it necessary to cross over the dunes, thereby cutting
them down., Therefore, there was an outcry by the permanent residents
of Water Island, The city residents, though, supported the trans-
portation, as it was their means of access. There are beach-travelling
restrictions now, which caused the demise of this particular company,
but the residents still have problems with the utility men and other
contractors who still have access. Evidently, the Town of Brookhaven
was of little hlep in the fight to restrict beach travel.

Historic Structures:

1. Water Island Hotel

The earliest trace of this "hotel" can be found in the Patchogue
Advance of 8/10/1878. It is advertised as the Water Island Pavillion
and the proprietor's name is Richard Silsby. It claimed to be able
to serve 200 people.

Mr. Bishop also has a map of Jonathan Sammis. The original is
dated 1878, but the map was recopied in 1878, It shows the Water
Island Hotel. This map is filed in Riverhead. Mr, Bishop has the
feeling that the hotel was added to the map when it was recopied,
making the hotel 101 years old.

In 1880, Losee and Ferguson advertises a pavillion at Water Island.

In 1881, John Ferguson was the advertising proprietor.

In 1882, Archer Perkinson was the advertising proprietor.

In 1883, Archie Perkinson advertised for the Water Island Hotel
as proprietor,



2. The White House

In 1886, the White House is advertised by Capt. Dan Thurber,
proprietor,

In 1888/9, E. 0. Rider was the proprietor.

Also in 1888, Daniel Thurber, proprietor, advertises for
Thurber's Hotel.

In 1902, ads show Rider and Thurber to be proprietors.
in 1910, another ad for White House appears.

Capt. Bishop suggested that Rider and Thurber combined at some
point, one running the pavillion and the other running the hotel.
He credits gaps in the Patchogue Advance and other local papers to
the opening of Point 0' Woods. This new community became more news-
worthy and Water Island no longer received the coverage it once had.

3. Grandfather's House

Capt. Bishop's grandfather was the same man as Mrs. Dorothy
Cambern's, According to Capt. Bishop, his grandfather had a place
at Deep Creek, west of Long Cove. At one point he had a true house-
boat that was used to shelter gunning parties in winter. After this
burned, he moved an oyster shed from Patchogue to Deep Creek where it
was placed in the meadow. It was placed on pilings. This move took
place some time in the 1920s and disappeared in the '38 hurricane,
(Mrs. Cambern claimed that it too was destroyed by fire.) Even
though it was an oyster shed, it was called a houseboat. It had
two rooms.

4, Bishop House

Their house at Water Island was built in 1912, making it one of
the original Caldwell houses. It is one of 3 left. It was built
by Mrs. Bishop's aunt's husband, who died before its completion.
(First husband's name was Mott.) During her aunt's second marriage,
to Sherman Gerard, the house was moved from a hollow in the middle
of the island to lots which he had purchased to the north. (House
was 11 years old at the time.)

Mrs. Gerard left the house to Mrs. Bishop making this house
the only one still in original family hands. During hurricane Carol,
large timbers drifted around the house. After this sterm, the house
was moved onto the dune for protection, where it stands today.



5. Steel House

The Steel house was built in 1907. Capt. Bishop has seen a
letter from a Bridgehampton woman who remembered going there in 1908.
Steel sold it to a Claude Conklin, who in change, sold it to the
Marrans. The Marrans came from Cherry Grove in 1939. The house,
again changed hands this past fall to presently unknown owners.

Capt. Bishop recalls talk about people believing that this house
was brought over from the main island in pieces. (It supposedly was
in Blue Point.) Most people credit this to the good wood molding
and wainscotting, typical of main island houses and atypical of Fire
Island houses. He maintains, though, that it was built on Fire Island.

An additional note: Mr, Steel, the original owner, was the
father of Caldwell.

6. Robinson House

This house was located east of Long Cove, supposedly in Robinson's
Cove. Bishop remembers it being there in the teens, but says that
it is no longer there., He suggested that for more information we
contact the Robinsons. The house supposedly contained 20-30 rooms.

Transportation:

A. Ferry Service

1- The Undine and the Rebecca B. Wood: Owner was C. F. Dayton;
advertised in Patchogue Advance in 1882; these were two catboats
which ran from Patchogue to Water Island at 25¢ a round trip.

2- No Name: Owner was Capt. Jarvis Ketcham; advertised as packet
boat in 1882; packet defined as "apssenger boat carrying mail and
cargo on a regular schedule."

3- The Lulu and the Annie: Halsey C. Rodgers captain of the Lulu:
E. N. Danes captain of the Annie; both were sloops; advertised in
1888 as service out of Sayville,

4- The Sea Witch: Patchogue and Blue Point Ferry Co. owners; adver-
tised in 1900; made Patchogue, Blue Point, and Water Island.

5- The Trio and the Siesta and the Mascot: advertised in 1907 or
'08; they ran out of Patchogue daily from July 4th to Labor Day.

6- The Emma Crum: owned by Capt. Monroe Hawkins; ferry ran out of
Sayville; advertised in 1907; departed at 9:15 and 2:15, unlike others



which generally left at 9:30 and 2:30. Departure times from Fire
Island were never listed, since the ferries' arrivals depended upon
weather conditions; daily schedule; from 1907 to 1911, owners were
Capt. Hawkins and Capt. Drake. At this time, boat still running
twice daily and also advertised moonlit sails at 25¢ round trip
(regular price).

7- In 1894, a group of Sayville boat owners united and ran trips to
Water Island on pleasure boats. These were packets that ran twice
daily at only 15¢ a round trip.

8- The James & Rogers Ferry: Capt. Bishop found an article in the
Suffolk County News about a man who drowned off Water Island (6/26
edition). The article stated that he had come over on this ferry and
was employed as a decorator by the Vanderbilt Estate. A ferry was
advertised as running from Great River and Capt. Bishop conjectures
that this might have been where the James & Rogers ran out of.

9- The Berkley: owned by Capt. William Nelson; it ran out of Islip
to Water Isiand in c¢. 1910; this bit of information was gathered from
a friend of Capt. Bishop's who remembered taking the trip on her.

10- The Patchogue: owned by Eisman; steamer that was launched on
July 14th, l§l%, at City Island. Eisman was president of company
(had house on Bay Ave, in Patchogue), B. Belzell (owner of Delzell
Towing Co. in city) was the vice president, and a Mr. Losee (spell?)
was the secretary and treasurer. This boat was a 2-decker and was
painted white. At times it had a six-piece orchestra on board. It
ran for a few years and then ended up on Lake George, probably
because of its size.

11- The Edward: owned by Capt. Warner of Patchogue; ran in the 1920s
from the foot of Mulford St. in Patchogue; was called the provision

or store boat since it carried, upon order, ice, kerosene, food, to
Water Island twice or three times weekly; it stopped at other places

on F.I. daily: Cherry Grove, Point 0' Woods, Ocean Beach where it
ended up at State Park. It was beached at the meadows of Long Cove
during the hurricane of 1938, while carrying provisions to Cherry Grove.

12- The Edna A.: owner was Capt. Sweezy of Patchogue; it made daily
trips to Water Island in the 1930s and 20s.

13- The Hattie Burcham: owner was Capt. Sweezy; made daily trips

to Cherry Grove; until WWII, the Edna A. and the Hattie Burcham made
alternate trips to Water Island. "This service terminated with WWII's
inception.

14- The Gerard: owned by Joe Gerard in the late 40s; later taken
over by Hobby Miller and Fred Sherman in partnership; ran weekends
to Leija Beach and Water Island till 1950,



15- The Ashumet: owned by Capt. Ed Collins in 1951; ran out of
Patchogue on weekends and service terminated in 1955; this represented
last regular ferry service; at this time, most people owned their

own boats and so there was no call for regular service. Later on,

the WaterIsland Association prompted it to run Friday nights and
weekends by guaranteeing a certain amount of money, regardless of
passenger numbers. The boat could carry about 40 people.

B. Water Taxi Service

After Sherman and Miller gave up coming to Water Island, and
after Collins stopped coming too, people got to Water Island via
Leija Beach and Davis Park. They would get to Leija Beach and Davis
Park by a water taxi out of Sayville known as Joe and Frank's.

Now they have the Randy and Sally water taxi service which runs on
Friday nights and Sunday nights, at $3 a head.

The White Cap Taxi Service ran vehicles between Leija Beach and
Davis Park to Water Island. This lucrative business was owned by
Everett Wright and Roger Miskowsky. At one point, they had 16 taxis
running between communities.

A resident of Water Island could call in an order to James G.
Shann of Patchogue (general store owner) and he would deliver
to the ferry, who, in turn, would deliver to White Cap Taxi Service.
They would then deliver the order to your home in Water Island.
The charge for delivery was 25¢. They also carried mail and newspapers
from Leija Beach,

Due to the imposition of beach restrictions, last year only two
taxis were allowed to run the beach., Capt. Bishop thinks that the
company may be out of business this year. Water Island's Association
supported the beach restrictions, but the summer-city residents were
against the restrictions for obvious reasons.

C. Ice Boats

Scooters or punts (rounded bows with runners and sails) were
used in the oyster business. Capt. Bishop's grandfather had many.
Capt. Bishop thought that they were designed by the oystermen
themselves, His uncle used to race the scooters on the bay.

Horse-pulled sleds were also used to get oysters across the
frozen bay.



Shipwrecks:

1- The Louis V., Place: Capt. Bishop remembers that his father crossed
the ice with a team of horses to save men of this ship only to find
them frozen in the rigging.

2- The Gluckauf: This ship came ashore in 1893 off the Blue Point
Life Saving Station. This ship was the first designed, in the world,
to carry oil. The ship itself burned coal for fuel, but when it came
into New York for refueling they had a strike problem: No one wanted
to refuel it because they felt that the oil cargo it carried would put
the utilities out of business. From then on, they went up to Halifax
for refueling.

Capt. Bishop has a fork from this ship. It was picked up by

John Shan and given to Capt. Bishop's father. He also has a copy of
the story of the Gluckauf which came from an Esso publication.

Exploitation of the Bay:

At one time, there were oyster companies at Bayport, Blue Point,
Sayville, Great River, Oakdale and Patchogue. This was big business
at one time,

For instance, at one time, 90% of the people in Bayport leased
oyster lots (see ads in the Patchogue Advance and the Suffolk Co. News).
These Tots were leased from the lown of Brookhaven at $1.5U per acre,
Most of these people sold the oysters as a supplemental income. Most
would gather a few barrels or bushels a day.

Charles Mott (first husband of Mrs. Bishop's aunt) was in the
oyster business at Patchogue in the early 1900s. His partner was a
Mr. Raydell. They had an oyster house down by the Bay in Patchogue,
near Grove and Main St. Mr. Mott was a "white collar oysterman,"
as he did most of the travelling. He made trips to Conn, for seed
oysters, was responsible for renting bay bottom lots, shipped oysters
to the city, etc. Unfortunately, Mrs. Bishop could not recall the
name of the oyster company.

They had a problem with refrigeration while shipping, so naturally,
ice was employed,



APPENDIX IV

U. S. Government 1880 Census Data--Fire Island
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APPENDIX V

Maps on File at the Bi-County Regional Planning Board

Date Map ‘ File #  Abstract #
Kismet:
1926 Kismet Park 804 387
Saltaire:
1910 Map of Saltaire, F.I. Beach 761
Dev. Co.
1911 Map of Saltaire, Supple. Map 114
1913 Saltaire, Village of, Water

Supply System

Fair Harbor:

1924 Fair Harbor Sect. 1 175 235
1928 Fair Harbor Sect. 2 865 235
1928 Fair Harbor Sect. 3 868 235
Lonelyville:
1904 Prop. of John Thornton, Est. 567
(Beach Lot 7)
1905 South Shore Realty, No. 7, 438
Map of Property
191N Surf and Bay Corp., Map of 506
Property of
1911 Raven Corp., property, part 506
of Map 438
1911 F.I. Estates, Map of 506
1911 S.T. Clock Realty Co., 506

Map of Property of



Date Map File # Abstract #
1912 S.T. Clock Realty Co. 470
1929 South Shore Realty, Amended Map 832 955
Atlantique:
1912 Map of Atlantique, South 461
Beach Dev. Co.
1915 Atlantique Amended 241
Ocean Beach:
1904 Ocean Beach, Nelly W, 572
Corneille and J.A. Wilburn
1905 Ocean Beach, Lot #14 403
1907 Ocean Beach, Map of Camp Wilbur 598
1909 Ocean Beach, 2nd Amended Map 442
1910 Ocean Beach, 3rd Amended Map 493
1910 Property of Wilmont M. Smith, 406
Est. F.I. Beach situated 3/4
miles w, of Point 0'Woods
1911 Ocean Beach, 4th Amended Map 649
1911 Ocean Beach, 5th Amended Map 367
1912 Camp Wilbur, Amended 350
1922 Ocean View, Property of 687
Theodosia Haslam
Seaview:
1915 Seaview Sect, A 667
1918 Seaview Sect. A 773
1927 Seaview Sect. A 841 699



Date Map File # Abstract #
1931 Seaview Sect. A, B and C 570 699
1951 Seaview 1848 1916
Ocean Bay Park:

1909 Ocean Bay Park 662

1930 Ocean Bay Park 175

Point O'Woods: |

1894 Point 0'Woods, Chautauqua 106

Assembly Association

1899 Point 0'Woods Assoc. 468

1903 Point 0'Woods Assoc. 270

1906 Point 0'Woods Assoc. 459

1906 Point 0'Woods Assoc. 457

1906 Point 0'Woods Assoc. 457

1910 Point 0'Woods Assoc. 584

1914 Point 0'Woods Assoc. 55

1923 Point 0'Woods Assoc. 775

1968 Point 0'Woods Assoc., 5167 6147
Cherry Grove:

1909 Cherry Grove Park 563

- Cherry Grove, Cedar Grove Park 679 73
1921 Cherry Grove, Stewart A. 681 61

: Perkinson
1922 Cherry Grove, Stewart A. 611 101
Perkinson
785 244

1924 Cherry Grove, Sect. 2



Date Map File # Abstract #

1933 Cherry Grove, Prop. of Chas. 1127 1159
H. Duryea

1936 Cherry Grove, Estate of Chas. 1217 1236
Friedman, dec'd

Fire Island Pines:

1952 Fire Island Pines, Lone 1988 2076
Hi11 Sect.

1953 Fire Island Pines, Dune Sect. 2101 2212

1954 Fire Island Pines, 2167 2281
Fishermans Path Sect.

1955 Fire Island Pines, Middle 2333 2474
Ground Sect.

1955 Fire Island Pines, 1901 1976
Ricketty Ruff

1955 Fire Island Pines, Coast 2543 2710
Guard Sect.

1968 Fire Island Pines, Lone 5358 -
Hill Estates

1969 Fire Island Pines, Lone 5358 6408
Hi1l Sect.

Tangier:

1911 Tangier, Sect. A. Map No. 1 655

1911 Tangier, Sect. D. Map No. 1 655

1953 Tangier Dev. Co. 2089 2190

Water Island:

1910 Caldwell's Subdivision 431

1911 Water Island 435

West Island:

1922 Great South Bay Island Co. Prop. 232



APPENDIX VI
Ownership on the Great South Beach (Robert Moses State Park

to Long Cove) as shown on 1878 Sammis Map

Owner(s) Lot Nos. Footage E-W
David S. S. Sammis 1 2598
w/ Benjamin Sire 27 6262

49 960"

2 502.5'

Rosella Rogers 5 3600
Sarah Stillman and Emeline Avery 26 5991!
78 720'

10,3117

South Bay 0i1 and Guano Company 21 8002
68 600°*

Benson Properties

Arthur Benson 28 900"
28 1557*

55 160

Géorge Benson 9 900"
29 1499

56 160"

Chalmers Benson 10 300"
30 1500

57 160

TOTAL (Benson Properties)=--- 7736"

John Doe and Richard Roe 6 1800
(representatives for the unknown 39 3361°
heirs of the "Twenty Yeomen of 53 310*

Brookhaven")



Owner(s) Lot Nos. Footage E-W

William S. Biggs 7 1751
25 2219'
YN
Rumsey Rose 19 1368*
31 2105
54 240"
66 240"
Leopold Van Zandt and ors. 4 800'
Leopold Van Zandt 52 240"
w/R.H.H, Steel 33 1906'
Mary Louisa Mills 14 880!
38 1743.3"
61 160'
27/83.3"
Josiah Tuthill, Joshua B. 15 560"
Tuthill, Huldah M, Overton, 24 1617'

Marletta Smith, Mosiah Tuthill,
Jr., Charlette M, Smith

T
Lawrence Smith 3 400°'
34 997.2'
51 120"
Edgar Gillette 20 570'
22 829.2'
67 100'
1499 . 2°
Smith and Yarrington 17 1350
64 120*

1470°
Avery Properties '

Salem Avery 40 362:
70 28




Owner(s) Lot iNos. Footage E-W
Josiah 41 181!
VA 14*
Walter 42 181!
72 13!
194"
Edward 43 181
73 13°
94"
William N, 46 181!
76 13!
Jacob 47 181!
77 13!
194"
TOTAL (Avery Properties)---- 1361’
William B, Arthur 13 220
William B. Arthur 60 40!
w/ R.H.H. Steel 37 792"
10527
Nelson Danes 32 960.8'
69 40!
Mary D. Smith 1 350
48 492!
58 60"
Joseph C. Mott 12 350"
23 526.1"
59 60,1
Samuel W. Green 18 175°
36 489"
65 30!



Owner(s) Lot Nos. Footage E-W

Eunice Jennings 35 359!
63 30'

3897

Harriet Lane 45 181!
74 13!

1947

Miami Smith 46 181"

75 13!




APPENDIX VII

Modern Communities on Fire Island and the Corresponding

Lots Based on the 1878 Sammis Map

Communi ty

Lot #

Robert Moses State Park

Kismet

Saltaire

Fair Harbor

Dunewood

Lonelyville

Atlantique Beach and Atlantique
Robbins Rest

Fire Island Summer Club and
Corneille Estates

Ocean Beach
Seaview

Ocean Bay Park
Point 0'Woods
Cherry Grove

Fire Island Pines
Talisman

Water Island

Davis Park

Lot # 1 and Lot #2
Lot #3

Lot #5

Lot #6

Part of Lot #7

Part of Lot #7

Lot #8 and Lot #9

Lot #11, #13, and #13
Lot #14

Lot #15, #6 and #17

Lot #19, #20 and part of #21
Part of Lot #21

Part of Lot #21

Lot #26 (part of Lot #25?)
Lot #27

Lot #28 (?)

Lot #32

Part of Lot #39







APPENDIX VIII

Transactions Concerning Part of Lot #19

Year Liber Deed Lot Buyer Seller
1905 566:346 2 parcels-- Chas. Rose, Mary E. Smith,
150* of Lot 19 Patchogue Patchogue
1901 495:132 pt. of Lot 19; Chas. Rose Tax Office
(12 acres)
1905 495:133 Pt. of Lot 19; Chas. Rose Tax Office
(5 acres)
1880 246:265 200" of Lot 19 Comstock, Geo. Chas. Rose,
Brooklyn Patchogue
1893 419:425 Ist north parcel Gilbert P. Smith Geo. Comstock
of Comstock Land and wife
1894 423:63 2nd parcel of Gilbert P. Smith Geo. Comstock
Comstock land and wife
(south)
1900 491:477 the north and South Bay Co. Gilbert P.
' south parcels Smi tha
of Lot 19
1905 565:? the 200' north- Julia A. Wilbur South Bay Co.,
south parcel of Frederick dJd.
Lot 19 Grace, Pres.,
N.J. Corp.
? unclear - his remaining Julia A. Wilbur Chas. Rose
un- acres
clear
1907 642:439 2 parcels of the Sara A. Julia A. Wilbur
(?) South Bay Co.,  Baumeisterd
Lot 19
1907 unclear 2 parcels of the Julia A, Wilbur Sara A,
South Bay Co., Baumeister
Lot 19
1909 unclear 2 parcels of Ocean Beach Julia A, Wilbur

Lot 19 Improvement Co.



Year Liber Deed Lot Buyer Seller

unclear 967:69(?) 2 parcels of Gilbert P. Smith, Ocean Beach

1918 Lot 19 Bay Shore Improvement Co.
unclear unclear 2 parcels of Great South Beach Gilbert P, Smith,
Lot 19 Improvement Co. Bay Shore

aupeserving to the parties of the first part the right to remove
the stock of scraps, barrels and lumber and in the factory on
said premises and also the of the dweTling house at any time before
May 1st. Also and the right to store said property in said building
until said date." (Map Abstract 1916:13).

buThe party of the second part hereby expressly covenants that
neither the party of the second part, nor her heirs or assigns
shall or will at any time hereafter operate a fish factory or use
the land hereby conveyed or any part thereof for any purpose
pertaining to the operation of a fish factory and that any conveyance
from the party of the second part shall require a permanent covenant
from the grantee therein to the same effect." (Map Abstract 1916:16)



APPENDIX IX
Transactions Concerning Lot #20

Year Liber Deed Lot Buyer Seller
1909 679:300 20 Gilbert P, Smith Terry heirs?
191 809:39 20 Great South Beach Gilbert P.

Improvement Co. Smith and wife

dAT1though Edgar Gillette is listed as the owner of Lot #20
in 1878, he conveyed the property to Wilson J. Terry in 1876
(Liber Deed 225:286).,






APPENDIX X

Transactions Concerning Part of Lot #21

Year Liber Deed Lot Buyer Seller
Westerly 270' of Lot 21
1910 751: 270" of Lot 21 Wilson Terry John J. Rogers,
unclear (pd debts) Sole surviving
Trustee of South
Bay 0il1 and Guano
Co.a
formed--Feb, 17,
1848
incorporated--
1866
dissolved--Dec.
1875
Charles Wall
Samuel Truslow
Epenetus P, Jarvis
and John Rogers
(the incorpor-
ators)
1878 240:247 Wilson Terry heirs of Wall and
(for a fish Truslow and
factory) Rogers
1918 965:287 parcel in west Gilbert P, Smith Isaac and Morris
end of Lot 21 Terry
412.9!
1926 1197:327 J.H. Smith Gilbert P. Smith
and wife
1933 1745:186 part of above Great South Bay J. H. Smith
plot on bay- Marine Corp. and wife
side; to east (a domestic
is Ocean Bay corp)
Park
1942 2343:400 part of 412.,9' J. H. Smith, Inc. J. H. Smith
New Jersey
1945 2476:515 R.O.W. Patchogue J. H. Smith,

Electric Light
Co., R.0.W.

Inc.



Year Liber Deed Lot Buyer Seller

1945 2469:224 R.O.W. U.S.A. J.H. Smith, Inc.

1950 3154:169 part of plot; Great South Beach Great South Bay
see Liber 1745 Improvement Co. Marine Corp,
N.Y. N.Y.

1950 3104:90 See Liber 2343 Great South Beach J. H. Smith,
Improvement Co., Inc., N.Y.
N.Y.

ATelephone/telegraph R.0.W. ceases upon abandonment of the Point
0'Woods Life Saving Station.



APPENDIX X1
TAPE OF BILL OAKLEY

In the interest of preserving the history of Oakleyville, Mrs.
John Griek taped Bill Oakley. Mr, Oakley is a long-term resident of
Oakleyville whose father John was one of the original settlers.
Bi11 Oakley is now deceased. Unfortunately, while Mrs,
Griek was taping the session, the recorder unknowingly failed.
Therefore, the history of this area only covers the earlier period
of habitation. Mrs. Griek tried to fill in the gaps with some notes
thgt she had jotted down and her recollection of what Mr. Oakley
had said.

First House: Bill's uncle (Richard) built the first house in
Oakleyville in 1897, When his health failed, he was forced to
move to Sayville. At that time, the house was torn down.* The
Wacklund house is now situated on that spot.

Second House: In 1902/3, Ben Rhodes built a house on the same
spot as the first house., Eventually, Mr. Losee (Duff) Wacklund
added a sun porch and lean-to.

Third House: Mr. Oakley wasn't sure which house was third
(his dates may be unreliable). According to Mr. Oakley, work in
Point 0'Woods began in 1906/7 (when the church was first built),
This year, a Mr. Haggerman constructed a dwelling south of Ben
Rhodes' house. Mr. Haggerman was originally a carpenter in
Brooklyn who moved to Ocean Beach and then Oakleyville to work
for the Point 0' Woods Association.

What is now the Griek's bay house also may have been the third
house constructed in Oakleyville, It was supposedly built in 1910
by Richard Oakley for his daughter Amy and son-in-law Frank (the
Merricks). The kitchen and dining room of the present structure
represents the original structure. The house was built right
atop the sand and a little wood stove heated it. At that time,
the bay was 75' north of the house and a big bluff separated the
bay from the dwelling.

Frank Merrick was a carpenter who worked with a Mr, Briggs.
The Merricks lived there all-year-round for six years.

Mr. Wacklund added a lean-to in the rear,
Then, in 1916, Mr. Haggerman's house caught "on fire a little."

So he rented from the Merricks, eventually returned to Ocean Beach,
and died. Mrs. Griek doesn't recall what happened to the house.

*A part of it was moved to Lonelyville.



Fourth House: This house was built by August Wacklund using
old houses from Point 0' Woods for lumber. It was built nearby
another Wacklund house.

Fifth House: This was built by John QOakley (Bills' father).
When he abandoned it, George Mills lived there. Then Mr. George
E. Woods of Point 0' Woods rented it from Mills to use as a duck
gunning shack. Mr, Woods eventually gave it to Mrs. Griek's
mother. (The property had always belonged to Mr. Woods.)

Sixth House: Across from John Oakley's house, near turn-
around, Losee (Duff) Oakley built the sixth house in Oakleyville.

Seventh House: This was Bill's old house. It was part of the
Ocean Bay Park fish factory (scrap house) that was moved by scow
from Ocean Bay Park down to Oakleyville. This 14' wide structure
was moved down Mosquito La. by four men (no horses) pulling it.

The house was sheathed and then insulated with sea weed, A small
shed remains on the site.

Eighth House: This was Bill's newer house, built in the 1940s.









