
A B O U T  Y O U R  V IS IT
A c c e s s  to  th e  F o r t .  T h e re  is  n o  ro a d  in to  th e  ru in s  
p ro p e r . T he y  can  be re a c h e d  o n ly  b y  a I f t - m i le  
fo o t  t r a i l  th a t  b e g in s  m id w a y  in  A p a c h e  Pass. T he  
tra ilh e a d  m ay  be re a c h e d  fro m  tw o  d ire c t io n s :

F ro m  th e  to w n  o f  W illc o x , lo c a te d  on  In t. 10 , d r iv e  
2 2  m ile s  s o u th  on  A r iz . 1 8 6  to  th e  g ra d e d  roa d  
le a d in g  e as t in to  A p a c h e  Pass; f ro m  th e  to w n  o f 
B o w ie , a lso  on  In t.  1 0 , d r iv e  s o u th e r ly  12 m ile s  
on  a g ra d e d  d i r t  ro a d  th a t  th e n  be a rs  w e s te r ly  
in to  A p a c h e  Pass.

T he  fo o t  t r a i l  to  th e  f o r t ,  w h ic h  p re s e rv e s  th e  
s e tt in g  o f  h is to r ic  a b a n d o n m e n t and  g e n e ra lly  
p a ra lle ls  th e  m il i ta ry  w a g o n  ro a d , passes a n u m -
b e r o f  h is to r ic  fe a tu re s , in c lu d in g  th e  B u tte r f ie ld  
S ta g e  S ta t io n  ru in s , th e  p o s t c e m e te ry , A p a ch e  
s p r in g , and  th e  f i r s t  F o r t  B o w ie . T ra il g u id e  b o o k -
le ts  a re  a va ila b le  ju s t  b e yo n d  th e  t ra ilh e a d . A 
p a rk  ra n g e r  is  n o rm a lly  on d u ty  a t th e  sm a ll 
ra n g e r  s ta tio n -m u s e u m  to  ass is t w ith  h is to r ic a l 
in te rp re ta t io n  and  to  e n fo rc e  re g u la tio n s .

P re c a u tio n s .  W a te r  is a va ila b le  a t th e  fo r t .  H o w -
e ve r, th e  su m m e r h ik e r  sh o u ld  c o n s id e r  a ca n te e n  
s in ce  te m p e ra tu re s  m ay  c lim b  a b o ve  1 0 0  deg rees . 
S u m m e r s to rm s  m ay  s u d d e n ly  and  b r ie f ly  f lo o d  
th e  w ashes . S im p ly  w a it  o u t th e  h ig h  w a te r. 
A ls o , be a le r t  f o r  an o c c a s io n a l ra tt le s n a k e  o r 
G ila  m o n s te r.

W h a t w e  a s k  o f  you. A ll  h is to r ic  and  n a tu ra l fe a -
tu re s — h o rse sh o e s , n a ils , ro c k s , e v e ry th in g  — a re  
s t r ic t ly  p ro te c te d . N o  m e ta l d e te c to rs , d ig g in g  
to o ls , g u n s  o r  w h e e le d  ve h ic le s  a re  p e rm itte d . 
H u n tin g  is a lso  p ro h ib ite d . P lease do  n o t c lim b  
on  th e  fo r t 's  f ra g ile  w a lls  and  m o u n d s . A  fo o t  
t r a i l  leads th ro u g h  th e  ru ins .

A c c o m m o d a tio n s .  T h e re  a re  n o  c a m p in g  o r  p ic -
n ic k in g  fa c il i t ie s  w ith in  th e  p a rk . M o te ls , s to re s , 
t r a i le r  p a rks , and  c a m p g ro u n d s  can  be fo u n d  in  
th e  n e a rb y  to w n s  o f  W illc o x  and  B o w ie . A n o th e r  
c a m p g ro u n d  is  a t C h ir ic a h u a  N a tio n a l M o n u m e n t, 
2 5  m iles  s o u th w e s t o f  F o r t  B o w ie .

T H E  N A T U R A L  S E T T IN G
A p a c h e  Pass s e p a ra te s  th e  C h ir ic a h u a  M o u n ta in s  
to  th e  s o u th  f ro m  th e  D os  C abezas ra n g e  to  th e  
n o r th .  T he  m o re  m ass ive  C h ir ic a h u a s  r is e  to  
9 ,7 9 6  fe e t in  fo re s ts  o f  s p ru c e  and  f i r .  T he  a d ja -
c e n t D os C abezas c lim b  a b ru p t ly  to  8 ,3 6 3  fe e t, 
te rm in a t in g  w ith  tw o  s to n e  s u m m its ; h e n ce  th e  
S p a n ish  nam e , D os C abezas, m e a n in g  “ tw o  heads." 
T he  v e g e ta t io n  o f  th e s e  fo o th i l ls  p ro v id e s  a s tu d y

The f irs t F o rt B o w ie  w as c o n s tru c te d  in m id -1 8 6 2  The b u ild -
ing  w as don e  by  the  5 th  C a lifo rn ia  V o lun tee r In fa n try  The fo r t  
— nam ed fo r  th e  com m a nder. Col G eorge W a sh ing ton  B ow ie  — 
consis ted  m ere ly  o f te n ts  inside stone  b re a s tw o rks  on a c o m -
m anding h ill above the  sp ring s  In 1 8 6 6 . regu la r a rm y troops 
rep laced th e  vo lun tee rs , and 2 years la ter a new  post was be-
g u n  on  a p lateau sou theast o f th e  f irs t fo r t  These n ew  build ings, 
m ade o f adobe b rick , inc luded  barracks, o ffic e rs ' qua rte rs , 
storehouses, a tra d e r's  s tore , and a hosp ita l Over the  years 
m ore  bu ild ings  w e re  added, and at the  tim e  o f its  abandonm ent 
th e  pos t cons is te d  o f abo u t 3 8  s tru c tu re s

1 Non C o m m iss ioned O ffice rs  Q trs
2 Gun Shed
3 Pow der M aganne
4  C orra ls and S tables
5  Q ua rte rm aste r S to rehouse
6  G uardhouse
7  Bakery
8  Subsistence S to res
9  Post T rader (S u tle r 's  S to re )

1 0  Laundress' Q trs
1 1 Civilian Em ployees ' Q trs  
12  Telegraph O ffice  
1 3  Old Hospita l 
1 4  School 
1 5  A d ju tan t's  O ffice  
16  In fa n try  Barracks

1 7 In fa n try  K itchen Mess 
18 2 2  O ff ic e rs 'Q trs
2 3  C o m m and ing  O ffice r s Q trs
2 4  2 5  R eservo irs
2 6  H osp ita l S te w a rd s ' Q trs
2 7  N ew  Hospita l
2 8  Tailor Shop 
2 9 -3 0  Cavalry
31 K itchen
3 2  Mess Hall
3 3  B u tche r Shop
3 4  Ice M ach ine  and Steam  Engine
3 5  W ash House
3 6  Oil House
3 7  G ranary

in  th e  c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  t r a n s it io n s  o f  p la n t  life . 
T he  h il ls  lie  w ith in  th e  U p p e r S o n o ra n  l i fe  zo n e
and  c o n ta in  se ve ra l b io t ic  c o m m u n it ie s .

D e s e rt g ra s s la n d s  d o m in a te  th e  lo w e r  s lopes . 
T h is  c o m m u n ity  o f  m an y  g ra s s  ty p e s  a lso  has a 
v a r ie ty  o f  s h ru b s . T he  c h a p a r ra l is  c h a ra c te r iz e d  
b y  to u g h  e v e rg re e n s , w h ic h  s o m e tim e s  fo rm  
dense  th ic k e ts  o f  m a n z a n ita , m o u n ta in  m a h o g a n y , 
and  s ilk  ta s s e l b u t h e re  o n ly  s c a t te re d  p la n ts  a re  
fo u n d . T he  o a k -w o o d la n d  c o m m u n ity  is  re p re -
s e n te d  o n  th e  h ig h e r  s lo p e s  b y  a s c a t te r in g  o f  
su ch  tre e s  as o a ks , ju n ip e r ,  a n d  p in y o n  p in e . T he

r ip a r ia n  c o m m u n ity  fo l lo w s  a s h o e s tr in g  p a tte rn  
a lo n g  th e  sa n d y  d ra in a g e s . L a rg e  tre e s  s u c h  as 
w illo w , w a ln u t,  a n d  c o t to n w o o d  a re  ty p ic a l here .

A f te r  g o o d  w in te r  ra in s , m an y  s p r in g  a n d  su m m e r 
w i ld f lo w e rs  b r ig h te n  th e  h ills id e s . T y p ic a l a re  
b la d d e r  p o d , d e s e rt b a ile ye a , a lio n ia , a n d  d e s e rt 
m a llo w .

A n  e x c it in g  a rra y  o f  a n im a ls , s u c h  as th e  g ra y  fo x , 
c o y o te , m o u n ta in  lio n , b o b c a t, c o a t i,  p e c c a ry , 
snakes , liz a rd s , a n d  b ird s  o f  m a n y  k in d s , e n ric h e s  
th e  a re a 's  n a tu ra l scene.
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A D M IN IS T R A T IO N
F o r t  B o w ie  N a tio n a l H is to r ic  S ite  w as  a u th o r iz e d  
b y  C o n g re ss  on  A u g u s t 3 0 , 19 6 4 , a n d  fo rm a lly  

e s ta b lis h e d  J u ly  28 , 19 7 2 . The s ite  c o n ta in s  1 000  
a c re s  d e d ic a te d  to  p re s e rv in g  th e  B u tte r f ie ld  
O v e rla n d  M a il R o u te , th e  A p a ch e  Pass S tage  
S ta tio n . A p a c h e  S p r in g , and  th e  F o r t B o w ie  c o m -
p lex . T he  p a rk  is a d m in is te re d  b y  th e  N a tio n a l Park 
S e rv ic e . U.S. D e p a rtm e n t o f  th e  In te r io r .  A pa rk  
ra n g e r , w h o s e  a d d re ss  is P.O. Box 158 , B o w ie , AZ 
8 5 6 0 5 , is  in  im m e d ia te  ch a rg e .

A s th e  N a tio n 's  p r in c ip a l c o n s e rv a t io n  a g e n c y , th e  
D e p a rtm e n t o f  th e  In te r io r  has re s p o n s ib il ity  fo r  
m o s t o f  o u r  n a t io n a lly  o w n e d  p u b lic  la n d s  and  n a t-
u ra l re s o u rc e s . T h is  in c lu d e s  fo s te r in g  th e  w is e s t 
use  o f  o u r  la n d  and  w a te r  re so u rce s , p ro te c t in g  
o u r  f is h  and  w ild l i fe ,  p re s e rv in g  th e  e n v iro n m e n ta l 
and  c u ltu ra l va lu e s  o f  o u r  n a tio n a l p a rk s  and  h is -
to r ic a l p laces , and  p ro v id in g  fo r  th e  e n jo y m e n t o f 
l i fe  th ro u g h  o u td o o r  re c re a tio n . T he  D e p a rtm e n t 
assesses o u r  e n e rg y  and  m in e ra l re s o u rc e s  and  
w o rk s  to  a ssu re  th a t  th e ir  d e v e lo p m e n t is in  th e  
b e s t in te re s ts  o f  a ll o u r  pe o p le . T he  D e p a rtm e n t 
a lso  has a m a jo r  re s p o n s ib il ity  fo r  A m e ric a n  In d ia n  
re s e rv a tio n  c o m m u n it ie s  and  fo r  p e o p le  w h o  liv e  
in  Is la n d  T e r r ito r ie s  u n d e r  U.S. a d m in is tra t io n .

N a tio n a l P a rk  S e rv ic e
U .S . D E P A R T M E N T  OF T H E  IN T E R IO R



F o rt B o w ie  is th e  s to ry  o f  T om  J e f fo rd s  and  one- 
a rm e d  G en. O. O. H o w a rd  r id in g  in to  C och ise 's  
s tro n g h o ld  to  n e g o tia te  a la s tin g  peace. It  is th e  
s to ry  o f  L t. J o h n  R u c k e r t r y in g  to  re s c u e  a fe llo w  
o f f ic e r  f ro m  d ro w n in g  in  a f lo o d e d  ca n y o n  and 
d y in g  in th e  a t te m p t. It  is  a d e te rm in e d  Gen. 
G e o rg e  C ro o k  s t ru g g lin g  to  c o v e r  a v a s t t e r r i -
to r y  w ith  a h a n d fu l o f  m en a n d  an e m b itte re d  
G e ro n im o  f ig h t in g  a g a in s t h o p e less  o d d s . F o rt 
B o w ie  is  th e  s to ry  o f a b and  o f  In d ia n s  w h o  tr ie d  
to  s to p  th e  s o ld ie rs  o f  th e  U .S. A rm y —th e  v a n -
g u a rd  o f  an a lie n  c iv iliz a t io n .

T he  S p a n ia rd s  c a lle d  it  P u e rto  de l D a d o , th e  Pass 
o f  C hance . T h e y  m ig h t b e t te r  have  nam ed  it 
P u e r to  de la M u e r te ,  th e  Pass o f  D e a th . T h ro u g h  
th e  ye a rs  A p a c h e  Pass and  F o r t B o w ie  w e re  th e  
fo c a l p o in t  o f  m il i ta ry  o p e ra t io n s  a g a in s t th e  
C h ir ic a h u a  A p a c h e s  fo r  c o n tro l o f  th e  re g io n . Th is  
b it te r  s t ru g g le  d e te rm in e d  th e  p a tte rn  o f  f r o n t ie r  
d e v e lo p m e n t in  th e  Far S o u th w e s t. A n d  i t  w as  n o t 
u n t il th e  d e fe a t o f  G e ro n im o 's  b and  th a t  A n g lo - 
A m e ric a n  s e tt le m e n t sp re a d  u n h a m p e re d  th ro u g h -
o u t th e  re g io n .

B ecause  th e  s p r in g  lo c a te d  h e re  w as  an u n fa ilin g  
s o u rc e  o f  w a te r , A p a c h e  Pass d re w  a lo n g  p ro c e s -
s io n  o f  In d ia n s , e m ig ra n ts , p ro s p e c to rs , and  
s o ld ie rs . The C h ir ic a h u a  A p a c h e s  p ro b a b ly  m ade 
th is  te r r i t o r y  th e ir  h o m e la n d  e a r ly  in  th e  1 6 th  
c e n tu r y — re la t iv e  la te  c o m e rs  to  th e  re g io n . T h e ir  
e c o n o m y  c o m b in e d  h u n tin g  and  g a th e r in g  o f  w ild  
fo o d s  w ith  ra id in g  a g a in s t n e ig h b o r in g  peop les . 
T he y  had a c q u ire d  h o rse s  f ro m  th e  S p a n ia rd s  and 
so o n  d e v e lo p e d  a h ig h ly  m o b ile  g u e r r i l la  w a r fa re  
to  p ro te c t  th e ir  h o m e la n d  fro m  o u ts id e rs .

B u t p ro te c t io n  p ro v e d  im p o s s ib le . In th e  m id d le  
o f  th e  1 9 th  c e n tu ry ,  th e  A n g lo -A m e ric a n  f r o n t ie r  
m ove d  ra p id ly  w e s tw a rd , and  dem a n d s  fo r  m a il and 
t ra n s p o r ta t io n  c o n n e c tio n s  w ith  C a lifo rn ia  g re w  
lo u d e r. In S e p te m b e r 1857  th e  P o s tm a s te r-G e n -
e ra l a w a rd e d  an o v e rla n d  m a il c o n tra c t  to  Jo h n  
B u tte r f ie ld .  T he  ro u te  ra n  f ro m  T ip to n , M o ., nea r 
S t. L o u is , th ro u g h  th e  S o u th w e s t to  San F ra n c isco . 
A re lia b le  s o u rc e  o f  w a te r  in  A p a c h e  Pass m ade  i t  
a lo g ic a l p lace  fo r  a s tage  s ta t io n , even  th o u g h  it  
w a s  lo c a te d  in  th e  h e a rt o f  C h ir ic a h u a  A p a ch e  
c o u n tr y .T h e c r it ic a l A p a ch e  Pass S ta t io n  w a s  c o n -
s tru c te d  in th e  v a lle y  w e s t o f  th e  s p r in g  in  1858.

F o r 2y2 yea rs  th e  A p a ch e s , led by C o ch ise , a llo w e d  
th e  B u t te r f ie ld  s ta g e  to  ru n  th ro u g h  A p a c h e  Pass. 
T he  B a sco m  A f fa ir  b ro u g h t an end  to  peace , h o w -
e ve r, a n d  b lo o d y  w a r fa re  ra g e d  in  th e  S o u th w e s t 
in te rm it te n t ly  fo r  th e  n e x t 25  yea rs .

I t  a ll began  in O c to b e r  18 6 0 , w h e n  a band  o f 
A p a ch e s  ra id e d  th e  ra n c h  o f  J o h n  W a rd , s to le  
som e  s to c k , a n d  k id n a p p e d  th e  son  o f  a M e x ic a n  
w o m a n  w h o  liv e d  w ith  W a rd . W a rd  b e lie ve d  th a t  
C o c h is e  had  le d  th e  ra id e rs  a n d  d e m a n d e d  th a t  
th e  m il i ta ry  a u th o r it ie s  c o n f ro n t  C o ch ise , re c o v e r 
h is  s to c k , and  s e c u re  th e  re tu rn  o f  th e  boy. In 
F e b ru a ry  1 8 6 1 , 54  m en led  b y  2 d  L t. G e o rg e  
B ascom  e n te re d  A p a ch e  Pass in  s e a rc h  o f  C och ise .

T h e y  s to p p e d  a t th e  B u t te r f ie ld  s ta t io n  in A p a ch e  
Pass, w a te re d  th e ir  ho rse s , and  to ld  th e  s ta t io n  
ke e p e r th a t  th e y  w e re  on  a ro u t in e  p a tro l to  th e  
R io  G ran d e . T he  t ro o p s  ro d e  on a n d  m ade  cam p  
a b o u t a m ile  f ro m  th e  s ta t io n . C o ch ise , w h o  had 
seen a ll th is  f ro m  th e  s u rro u n d in g  h ills , cam e  to  
th e  s ta t io n  to  f in d  o u t w h a t w as  h a p p e n in g .

G eorge C rook was bo rn  near Day 
to n  Ohio. S eptem ber 2 3 . 1 8 2 9  

A fte r  g radua tion  fro m  W est Point 
in 1 8 5 2  he w as assigned to  the 

Pacific  N o rthw e s t D uring  the 
C ivil W ar he took  part in the 

Battles o f A n tie tam  and Chicka 
m auga and the  Siege o f Peters 

bu rg  A fte r  the  w a r ended, he 
re tu rne d  to  the fro n tie r  In 

1871 he w e n t to  A rizona to  fig h t 
against Cochise Eleven years 

la te r he re tu rne d  to  fig h t against 
G eron im o An a dm in is tra tive  d is-

pute  led to  C rook 's  rem ova l 
sh o rtly  be fo re  G ero n im o 's  final 

su rre n d e r C rook w as one of 
the fe w  pro fess iona l m ilita ry  
men w h o  saw th e  Ind ians as 

w o rth y  adversaries He urged 
fu ll c iv il r ig h ts  and all the 

priv ileges o f c itizensh ip  fo r  
th e  Indians He d ied in 1 8 9 0

G eron im o, 1829-1 9 0 9 . w as no t a 
Ch iricahua Apache by b irth , but 

m any m em bers o f th e  tribe  tu rned  
to  h im  fo r  leadersh ip  w hen  they  

w e re  rem oved  to  the San Carlos 
R eservation in 1 8 7 6  For th e  next 
1 0  years, he a lte rna te ly  rem a ined 
peace fu lly  on  th e  rese rva tion  and 

w aged  w a r aga inst th e  se ttle rs  
A fte r  his f ina l su rre n d e r in 1 886 . 
he w as m oved to  Pensacola. Fla . 
then  to  M o u n t Vernon, Ala and 
f in a lly  to Fort Sill, Okla In 1 9 0 3 . 

G ero n im o p in e d  the  D u tch  
R e fo rm ed C h urch , and 2 years 

la ter, he m arched  in the  inaugura l 
parade o f P res iden t Theodore  

Roosevelt He died in O klahom a 
in 1 9 0 9

Nelson A pp le ton  M iles w as b o rn  in W e s t-
m ins te r, M ass , in 1 8 3 9  W h e n  th e  Civil 

W a r b roke  ou t he re c ru ite d  a com pany o f 
vo lun teers  and set o f f  fo r ba ttle  B y  the 

end o f the w a r he w as a m ajor genera l of 
vo lun tee rs  He spen t the  next 2 5  years 

o f his ca reer fig h tin g  Ind ians He 
fo u g h t Crazy H orse, cap tu red  Chief 

Josep h  o f the Nez Perce, and fo rce d  the 
s u rre n d e r o f S ittin g  Bull He eng ineered 

the fina l su rre nde r o f G e ro n im o  and 
suppressed the G host D ance o f the  S ioux 

in 1 8 9 0 -9 1 . the last o f the  N a tion 's  
m a jo r Ind ian w a rs  M iles d ied in 

W a sh in g to n , D C in 1 9 2 5

Fort B o w ie  was abandoned the  year th is  p ic tu re  w as taken B u t in the 3 2  years since its es tab lishm ent, it had g ro w n  in to  a substantia l 
A rm y  post Even c o tto n w o o d  trees had been p lanted to  g race  the  o ffice rs ' qua rte rs , show n  in th e  upper cen te r

T he B u t te r f ie ld  p e o p le  to ld  h im  a ll th e y  k n e w , and 
C o ch ise , u n a w a re  th a t  B asco m  w as a c tu a lly  lo o k -
in g  f o r  h im , a p p ro a c h e d  th e  s o ld ie rs ' ca m p , and  
v o lu n ta r i ly  e n te re d  B a sco m 's  te n t  to  ta lk  w ith  h im .

In  th e  te n t  B ascom  accu se d  C o ch ise  o f  s te a lin g  
W a rd 's  p ro p e r ty  and  k id n a p p in g  th e  bo y . C och ise  
w as  fu r io u s .  He s la sh e d  th e  w a ll o f  th e  te n t  w ith  
h is  k n ife  and  leaped  o u t.  In  th e  c o n fu s io n  o f h is 
e x it  C o ch ise  f le d  to  s a fe ty  d e s p ite  a c o rd o n  o f  s o l-
d ie rs  a ro u n d  th e  te n t .  H is  c o m p a n io n s  w e re  no t 
so lu c k y ; a ll o f  th e m  w e re  c a p tu re d  and  hanged .

S p o ra d ic  f ig h t in g  b lo o d ie d  A p a ch e  Pass fo r  a b o u t 
2 w e e ks , b u t w ith  th e  a p p ro a c h  o f  m o u n te d  in fa n -
t r y  and  d ra g o o n s  th e  A p a ch e s  d is a p p e a re d . N o th in g  
had been s e tt le d  and  19 p e o p le  w e re  dead. T h is  
w as  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  o p e n  w a r fa re  th a t  ra g e d  be -
tw e e n  w h ite  m an and  A p a ch e  fo r  th e  n e x t 12 yea rs . 
T he  f ig h t in g  b e tw e e n  th e  s e tt le rs  and  A p a ch e s  
c re a te d  a n e rv e -w ra c k in g  w a y  o f  life . C o n d it io n s  
w o rs e n e d  w ith  th e  a d v e n t o f  th e  C iv il W ar and  th e  
a b a n d o n m e n t o f  m an y  s o u th w e s t m il i ta ry  fo r ts .  
T he  C o n fe d e ra te s  had a g re a t in te re s t in  th e  C a li-
fo rn ia  g o ld f ie ld s  and  th e ir  b e s t ro u te  o f  in va s io n  
lay  th ro u g h  A p a ch e  Pass. To m e e t th e  C o n fe d e ra te  
th re a t .  B r ig . G en. J a m e s  H. C a r le to n  led 1 ,8 0 0  C a l-
i fo rn ia  v o lu n te e rs  to w a rd  th e  R io  G rande . On J u ly  
15 , 1 8 6 2 , th e  v a n g u a rd  o f  C a r le to n 's  c o lu m n  e n -
te re d  A p a c h e  Pass and  w a s  a m b u sh e d  b y  se ve ra l 
h u n d re d  A p a ch e s . O n ly  th e  use o f  m o u n ta in  
h o w itz e rs  d ro v e  th e  In d ia n s  fro m  th e  s p r in g s . 
D u r in g  th e  n ig h t,  h o w e v e r, th e y  re tu rn e d  and  th e  
b a tt le  had  to  be fo u g h t  o v e r  aga in . C a r le to n  
re a lize d  th a t  i f  A p a ch e  Pass w e re  to  re m a in  open  
i t  m u s t be fo r t i f ie d .

F o r t B o w ie  w as  e s ta b lis h e d  w ith in  th e  m o n th . L ife  
th e re  in  th e  e a rly  ye a rs  had  l i t t le  to  re c o m m e n d  it .  
T he  p o s t w as  is o la te d , th e  q u a rte rs  ru d e , th e  fo o d  
bad , and  s ickness  p re v a le n t. I f  th e  In d ia n s  w e re  
se ld o m  seen, th e y  w e re  n o n e th e le s s  p re s e n t, and 
v ig ila n c e  w as ne ce ssa ry .

re s e rv a t io n  w as  fa r  f ro m  idea l. F ro m  th e  b e g in -
n in g  J e f fo rd s  re c e iv e d  l i t t le  s u p p o r t  f ro m  th e  
In d ia n  B u re a u . S o m e tim e s  he had  to  b u y  s u p -
p lie s  fo r  th e  In d ia n s  w ith  h is o w n  m on e y . A n d  he 
d isa g re e d  w ith  th e  B u re a u 's  p la n s  o f  fo rc in g  th e  
In d ia n s  to  g iv e  up  th e ir  t r a d it io n a l n o m a d ic  w ays  
to  b e co m e  fa rm e rs . T hese  m ea su re s  k in d le d  
fla m e s  o f  re v o lt  d e s p ite  th e  h a rd  w o rk  o f  C och ise  
and J e f fo rd s  to  m a in ta in  c o n tro l a n d  peace. M a n y  
d is c o n te n te d  In d ia n s  p e r io d ic a lly  escaped  th e  
re s e rv a tio n , a d d in g  to  th e  g ro w in g  d is t ru s t  be-
tw e e n  th e  In d ia n s  a n d  th e  s e tt le rs . A f te r  C och ise 's  
d e a th  in 1 8 7 4  and  J e f fo rd s ' re m o v a l as ag e n t in 
18 7 6 , d is s a t is fa c tio n  and  a n im o s ity  g re w  ra p id ly . 
H o p in g  to  q u e ll a re v o lt ,  th e  G o v e rn m e n t a b o l-
ished  th e  C h ir ic a h u a  R e s e rv a tio n  a n d  m oved  
e v e ry o n e  to  th e  San C a rlo s  R e s e rv a tio n . B u t 
se ve ra l b ands  led b y  G e ro n im o , J u h , a n d  N a iche  
f le d  to  th e  S ie rra  M a d re  M o u n ta in s  o f  n o r th e rn  
M e x ic o  and  began  to  te r r o r iz e  th e  b o rd e r  re g io n .

F o rt B o w ie  se rve d  as th e  n e rve  c e n te r  fo r  th e  
p u n is h in g  m ilita ry  ca m p a ig n s  a g a in s t th e  h o s tile  
C h ir ic a h u a s .  G e n . G e o rg e  C r o o k ,  a g a in  c o m -
m a n d e r o f  th e  D e p a rtm e n t o f A r iz o n a  in  1882, 
d ire c te d  th e  p u rs u it  o f In d ia n s  led  by th e  w ily  and 
d e te rm in e d  G e ro n im o . T h is  sm a ll band  o f  A paches 
e luded  th e  U.S. A rm y  fo r  10 yea rs . In th e  end  th e y  
su ccu m b e d  o n ly  w h e n  th e ir  o w n  k in d re d  —th e  
A p a ch e  S c o u ts  — w e re  m o b iliz e d  a g a in s t th e m .

O n ly  tw ic e  d u r in g  th e se  ye a rs  d id  G e ro n im o  and 
3 2 5  o f  h is  p e o p le  re tu rn  to  th e  San C a rlo s  Res-
e rv a t io n . They w e re  c o n v in c e d  th a t  th e y  w e re  no 

lo n g e r  sa fe  o n c e  th e  M e x ic a n s  a n d  A m e ric a n s  
began to  c o o p e ra te  in  th e ir  s tru g g le s  a g a in s t th e  
In d ia ns . A f te r  tw o  ye a rs , l ife  on  th e  re s e rv a tio n  
began  to  c h a fe . In  M a y  1 8 8 5  G e ro n im o  led  137 
m en b a ck  in to  M e x ic o . C ro o k , a id e d  by th e  A p a ch e  
s c o u ts , fo llo w e d  th e  ba n d , a n d  in  M a rc h  18 8 6 , 
G e ro n im o  s u rre n d e re d . B u t he q u ic k ly  escaped  
and f le d  back  in to  M e x ic o .

F in a lly  C o c h is e  m ade  peace  in 1 8 7 2  a f te r  Gen. 
O liv e r  O . H o w a rd  a g re e d  to  te rm s  th a t  C o ch ise  be -
lie v e d  to  be in  th e  b es t in te re s ts  o f  h is pe o p le . T he y  
w e re  g ive n  a re s e rv a tio n  th a t  c o v e re d  a b o u t 3 ,0 0 0  
sq u a re  m ile s  in  s o u th e a s te rn  A r iz o n a  a n d  in c lu d e d  
th e ir  t r a d it io n a l h o m e la n d . T he  cause  o f  peace  w as 
fu r th e ra id e d  b y  th e  a p p o in tm e n t o f  Tom  J e f fo rd s — 
a fo rm e r  a rm y  s c o u t w h o  had  w o n  th e  A p a ch e s ' 
c o n f id e n c e —as th e  In te r io r  D e p a rtm e n t's  a g e n t 
f o r  th e  C h ir ic a h u a  t r ib e .

A lth o u g h  tre a ty  p ro m is e s  a p p ea re d  to  o f fe r  a se-
c u re  w a y  o f  life  to  th e  C h ir ic a h u a s , l ife  on th e

C ro o k  th e n  asked  to  be re lie v e d , a n d  G en. N e lso n  
A . M ile s  assu m e d  co m m a n d . H e c o n tin u e d  th e  
g ru e lin g  c a m p a ig n s  and  fo rc e d  th e  f in a l s u rre n d e r  
o f  th e  re m a in in g  In d ia n s  in  S e p te m b e r 1 8 8 6 . A ll 
th e  C h ir ic a h u a s , b o th  s c o u ts  a n d  h o s tile s , w e re  
s h ip p e d  to  fo r ts  in F lo r id a  a n d  A la b a m a , a n d  f in a lly  
s e tt le d  a t F o r t  S il l,  O kla ., w h e re  th e ir  w a y  o f  life  
w ith e re d  a w a y  in  an a lie n  s e tt in g .

T he  S o u th w e s t In d ia n  W a rs  e n d ed  w ith  th e  A n g lo - 
A m e ric a n  in  co m m a n d . F o r t  B o w ie  had  o u tliv e d  
its  p u rp o s e  and  w as o f f ic ia l ly  a b a n d o n e d  on 
O c to b e r  17 , 18 9 4 .


