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FORT DAVIS WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1854 TO 

PROTECT TRAVELERS ON THE OVERLAND 

TRAIL BETWEEN SAN ANTONIO AND EL PASO, 

TEXAS. THE ORIGINAL FORT WAS LOCATED 

IN THE CANYON TO THE WEST OF THE HOS­

PITAL. TURNED OVER TO CONFEDERATE 

TROOPS IN 1861, THE FORT WAS ABAN­

DONED A YEAR LATER AND FELL INTO 

A STATE OF RUIN. CONSTRUCTION OF 

T H E EX I S TING ( S E C O N D ) FORT BEG AN 

IN 1867 AND CONTINUED INTERMITTENTLY 

UNTIL 1891 WHEN FINALLY ABANDONED 

BY THE ARMY. THE AREA WAS 

DESIGNATED A NATIONAL HISTORIC 

SI TE IN 1963. 

FROM 1884-1885. 
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