el 103 o UNITED STATES
: DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS

. E(S). ARCHEOLOQGICA , WRITE “ARCH'* BEFORE THEME NO, ?
1. STATE 2. THEME(S). IF AR " O L SlTi ﬁ‘ilit&?}f
Texas Theme XV, westward Expansion | theme : Indlan Affa!
3. NAME(S) OF SITE 4. APPROX. ACREAGE

Fort Davis
5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, elc. If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet)
- Jeff Davis County, State 118, north edge of town of Fort Devis
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT QWNER (Also administrator if different from owner)

Fatate of U, #,Simmons, 310C Gulf Dldg., Houston, Texas
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are extant)

Kemed for Secretery of sar Jefferson Davis, Fort Davis was established in 185k
by Lt, Col, Washington Sewell, in the Davie Hountains northwest of the Biy bend, Its
function was to help check predatory bands of Apaches and Comsnches, wio could be
intercepted {rom this point at the various crossings of the Ric (rande. The site wos
noted for its healthy climate, defensibility, and communicstion with 51 Paso and San
Antonic by & fine, natursl road, Located on the southern route to Celifornie, the
fort provided & wey-station for Celifornia-bound irmiprents, From 165 to 1861, Col,
Sewell's commend, opersting from Fort Devis, fought the hostile Comanches snd Apaches
infesting the reglon, In 1658 & vrein of camels, with which the Wap Jepertment was
experimenting in the Scuthwest, stopped st Fort Davis. The gerrison withdrew in 1861,
and Confederstes under Col. Jobn R, Baylor occupied the post, but vemsined only &
few montha, The foart was deserted until U,3, treops returned in 1867, to find thet
the old establishment, primarily of log comstruction, had been a1l but wrocked by
Irdiana, They built a new post, using substential rock ané adobe meterisls, Until
1680 it wes 8 tase of operations aginst Yiowss ond Comanches, and played 8 prominent
part in the wors apeinst Vietorio and the Warm Springe Apaches, [t continued to serve
ag an importent astop on the roads to Vexiee snd Celifornia, 2nd as the mother post of
many scaltered subposts, The Indian barrier removed, cattlemen moved into the srea in
the 10{0's snd estsl.lished ranches, The post had ovtlived its usefulness, end was ahane
doned in 1891,

The remsing of Fort Davis ere probably more extensive and impressive than any other
frontier post in the Vest, including Forts Lararmie and Union, The walle of nine sets
of adcbe officers quarters are still stending, s:veral with reefs intact, Seven other
setz of officers quarters, of sleb limestone construction, are in excellent condition,
complete with roofs, Three of these, however, have beon rehsbilitsted and are now
used &3 puest cotiayes, On the opposite side of the parade ground stend the roofless
walls of two long adobe barracks, The adobe comnissary and bLarrack-like siops topether
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8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Qive best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare %borké)
C, C. Rister, The Scuthvestern Frontder, L005-188) (Cleveland, 1928, barry Scobees

‘he Story of Fori Usvis (fort Uavigy, 193G}, d. . & d, K. Toulouse, “ioncer Posts of
Texas (ion Antonios 193¢), War Nept., A deport on the tyglene of the U,o, Army, with
Tescrintions of Hilitery Posts, Circulsr Ho, 8 (Vashington, 10757. —

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPS study, FTABS, efc.)

one
10, PHOTOGRAPIS * 11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Musewm, farm, eic.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
ATTACHED:  vesE] o[ Exeellent {uest anch b, 0. 18R
14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signamre)‘;»_j NI 15. TITLE 16. DATE
Tk L L i, e L
coene A el | distorian Pec, 16, 1958

*DRY MOUNT ON AN B X 1034 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY/ VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE iS NEEDED USE SUPPLEAENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
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This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many
Supplement Sheets as nccessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’d), as,
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) . ..

STATE NAME(S) OF SITE
Taxas Fort Davis

-

7. importsnce and UCescription (eoni‘d)

with the rvins of numerous utility buwildings and other miscellaneocus structures,
completes the physical leayout, It is plcturesquely locsted in the heart of the Davis
¥ountaing near the Dsvis Fountsine Stete Perk,

A private concern operates s yuest ranch on the site undsr lesse from the D, A,
Sinmons estate, Un the date of vigit the lsase, aceording to 2 loesl informant, had
two vears to run, The Fort Davis Historiecal Societys which hzg long been sctive in
atterpting %o preserve the fort and secure its admission to the Haticnal Park System,
operetes a small museum and trading post in & Wuilding that hzs been constructed for
the purpose on the northeast edge of the parade ground, The wroperty is for sale,
but beceuse of itz historical value, the price les been set, sccording to ¥r, Barry
Scobeey at 110,000 for something over LOO acres, ¥Nr. Scobee, Justice of the Peace
in Fort Devis and author of the book cited below, is & moving spirit in the effort
to heve the fort made & Rationsl Momument, Aeccording to Fr, Seobee, the spring winds
each year do consicerable dsmsge, and stabllization is urgently neceded.
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