
VIEW FROM THE MATANZAS P O C K

Overview from  th e  Dock

The dock (1) is located on a barrier Wand (2). Along the east coast of Florida long, n a rro w  b arrier 
islands are com m on, often separated from the mainland by narrow lagoons th a t form  p a rt o f th e  
Intracoastal W aterw ay. These estuarine areas, where salt water m eets w ith fresh  w a te r . Join th e  
sea through a series of inlets. The bridge spans the M stanzas Inlet (3).

Directly acro ss from th e  dock is Rattlesnake Island 
(4) which form s th e  eastern  shore of the Intracoastal 
W aterway (5). To th e  right of the fort and across the 
w aterw ay, th e  pda of w hite sand is a apafl island 
(8) w hich w as form ed by the deposition of material 
as a resu lt of dredging the  Intracoastal Waterway.

The row s of rock piles along the shoreline are 
groynes  <7> or sm all je tties, constructed to prevent 
beach erosion . They have become habitat for 
living th ings and provide excellent fishing.

T he beach  is com posed of a m ixture of fine quartz 
s a n d  an d  shell fragm ents. Tidal currents leave their
im pression  in th e  sand forming tipple marks. The 
m arks w hich are exposed at low tide make 
beau tifu l patterns on the beach.

W aves and tides produce the m ost obvious local changes along th e  shoreline.
T id es a re  produced by the  gravitational attraction of the sun and th e  m oon. T ides 
p ro d u ce a  twice-daily rhythmic rise and faHin the sea level locatty, w hich can  be 
accu ra te ly  predicted for several years in advance. The Visitor Com er h as a  daily 
announcem ent of the  high and low tide predictions for the S t. A ugustine 
a rea . 

ripple m arks
You mary d e te rm in e  th e  direction of the tidal current. Face the water and observe th e  d irection  of 
the cu rren t. If it ia m oving to  your left, the tide is going out, and if it is moving to  th e  righ t, th e  
tide is com ing  in . If th e  current does not appear to  be moving a t aB it is in ateek tide . D uring th is 
tim e, th e  tid e  is changing  from high to  low tide or vice versa. Be observant though, a s  th e  w ater 
m ovem ent c a n  be affected  by swirling patterns caused by dock structures and su rface w ave 
action. S e e  if you can  d e tec t the  high tide mark on the beach by the rows of fine lines o f san d  left 
Dehind a s  th e  w av es receded.

Marine m am m als you may see  from the dock

you se e  a  dark dorsal fin protuding from the water do not be alarmed, as it probably is an  
* 5 * ?  Dolphins will repeatedly arc their way -playfully- through th e  w ater

o f w aiters. In contrast, sharks tend to slice through w a te rs?  a m ore
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Shorebirds you m ay sea  from die dock

Many sp ec ie s  of birds depend completely or partially upon the sea for food and play a role in th e  
ecology o f an  estuarine ecosystem . Coastal birds may be divided into several groups based  upon 
their m ethod  o f hunting and capturing food. Diving birds float or swim on the w ater su rface  and 
chase dow n their prey by swimming underwater. The Double  created Cormorant  (a) is our m o st 
com m on diving bird. Aerial searchers include guBs (b), tame (c) and Brown Paficans (d). T he 
m ost 'w a tc h a b ie ' coastal birds are ones that forage and feed, using their bills to  probe b en ea th  th e  
sand . Exam ples are th e  Sandering (e) and Wfltet (f). Larger wading birds such a s  th e  G reat Blue 
Heron (g) and sm aller G reat Egret (h) stalk about along the shore hunting for prey along th e  w a te r 's  
ed g e . Soaring overhead, one may see the Osprey and majestic BaM Eagle.

Dockside viewing

Take a  good  look on the  shore near the dock and on the pilings under the dock. You m ight see  
som ething th a t appear* to  be rock formations. These are in fact living O yster Bede . The o u tsid e  of 
the  shells ere  very sh arp -so  be careful if walking near them. These bads are continuously grow ing. 
The o y ste r young (caRed sped float in the water for a short time before perm anently a ttach ing  
them selves to  th e  adult oysters, pflings or other submerged objects. O ysters are filter feed ers; they  
open up  w hen underw ater and After out particles. We don't advise collecting or eating th e se  
o y sters because  th e  beds stabiflze the beach and provide habitat for other organism s.

Look under th e  dock. You are likely to see a school of Striped MuRst (a) and th e  sm aller yeflow  
and Mack striped Sergeant Major (b) swarming around the pilings. The estuary is excellent fo r 
sp o rtfish in g . A few  of the popular species found here are Sheapshead, Flounder and R edfirit.

A fter you  have com pleted your "view from the dock." perhaps you will w ant to  learn m ore abou t 
th is dynam ic ecosystem . As you discover our sea tife, please remember not to  d isturb  th e se  
anim ate, bo th  for your protection and theirs. Thank you on behalf of the  National Park Service.

W atch carefully for tiny fish and small crabs seeking shelter among the 
o y ste r b ed s. Herm it Crabs are famttar shore animals eas3y recognized by 
t h e i r  h ab it o f carrying about a  snaR shell which they use as protection.
T here are m any other animals tha t can be found here, inducting; urchins, brittle stairs, conchs, sea  
anem ones, dam s, and shrimp (but can be elusive to the dockside viewer).


