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A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

F o r t  M c H e n r y  is ad m in is te red  by the  N at io n al  
Park  Serv ice ,  U S. D e p a r tm e n t  o f  the  In te r io r .  
A su p er in ten d en t,  w ho se  address is B a lt im o re ,  
M  d. 2 1 2 3 0 ,  is in im m e d ia te  c h a rg e  .

T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  OF T H E  I N T E R I O R - t h e  
N atio n 's  p r inc ip a l n a tu ra l  reso u rce  a g e n c y  — has 
a special o b l iga t ion  to  assure th a t  o u r  e x p e n d -
able  reso urces  are  c o n served ,  th a t  re n e w a b le  
reso urces  are  m a n a g e d  to  p ro d u c e  o p t im u m  
b en efits ,  and th a t  all reso urces  c o n t r ib u te  to  
the  p ro g ress  and  p ro sp e r i ty  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes ,  
n o w  and in th e  fu tu re .

U. S. D epar tm en t of the  In te rio r  

N ational P a rk  Service

T h e  p re s e n t  s i te  o f  F o r t  M c H e n r y  w a s  r e c o g -
n iz e d  e a r ly  in t h e  R e v o lu t i o n a r y  W a r  as a s t r a -
t e g ic  l o c a t io n  f o r  m i l i t a r y  d e fe n s e s  t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e  w a t e r  a p p ro a c h e s  t o  B a l t im o r e .  F o r t  W h e t -
s to n e ,  a t e m p o r a r y  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  e x t e r io r  
b a t te r ie s ,  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  h e re  in 1 7 7 6  a n d  i ts  

p re s e n c e  d e te r r e d  B r i t i s h  c r u i s e r s  o p e r a t in g  in 
C h e s a p e a k e  B a y  f r o m  m o le s t in g  t h e  c i t y .

In t h e  1 7 9 0 's  w h e n  w a r  w i t h  e i t h e r  E n g la n d  o r  
F ra n c e  s e e m e d  l ik e ly ,  i t  w a s  d e c id e d  t h a t  B a l t i -
m o r e  w a s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m e r i t  a m o r e  
p e r m a n e n t  d e fe n s e .  T h e  F e d e ra l  G o v e r n m e n t  
a n d  t h e  c i t iz e n s  o f  B a l t im o r e  b o th  c o n t r i b u t e d  
f u n d s  f o r  t h is  p u rp o s e .  T h e  o u t e r  b a t t e r ie s  w e r e  
r e b u i l t  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n e d  a n d  a n e w  f o r t  w a s  
c o n s t r u c t e d ,  c a l le d  F o r t  M c H e n r y  in  h o n o r  o f  
J a m e s  M c H e n r y  o f  B a l t im o r e ,  s o m e t im e  s e c r e -
t a r y  to  G e o rg e  W a s h in g t o n  d u r in g  t h e  R e v o lu -
t i o n  a n d  U.S. S e c r e t a r y  o f  W a r  f r o m  1 7 9 6  to  
1 8 0 0 .  T h e  n e w  s ta r - s h a p e d  f o r t  was  r e p le te  w i t h  
b a s t io n s ,  b a t te r ie s ,  m a g a z in e s ,  a n d  b a r ra c k s .

U n t i l  t h e  W a r  o f  1 8 1 2 ,  l i fe  a t  F o r t  M c H e n r y  w a s  
r o u t i n e  a n d  u n e v e n t f u l .  In 1 8 1 4  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s ,  
f r e s h  f r o m  th e  c a p t u r e  a n d  b u r n in g  o f  W a s h in g -
t o n ,  a p p e a re d  a t  t h e  m o u t h  o f  th e  P a ta p s c o  R iv -
e r .  A j o i n t  la n d  a n d  n a v a l  a t t a c k  on  B a l t im o r e  
w a s  p la n n e d  a n d  on  S e p t e m b e r  1 2 a la n d in g  w a s  
m a d e  a t  N o r th  P o in t .  E n c o u n t e r in g  o n ly  m o d e r -
a te  r e s i s ta n c e ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  f o r c e s  a d v a n c e d  t o  
w i t h i n  2  m i le s  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  w h e re  t h e y  a w a i t e d  
t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  f l e e t  b e f o r e  a t t e m p t i n g  to  
s to r m  B a l t im o r e 's  d e fe n s e s .

A t  d a w n  on  S e p te m b e r  13 , a B r i t i s h  f le e t  o f  1 6 
w a r  s h ip s  a n c h o r e d  a b o u t  2 m i le s  b e lo w  F o r t  
M c H e n r y  a n d  c o m m e n c e d  a h e a v y  b o m b a r d -
m e n t  o f  t h is  key  d e fe n s e  w o r k .  D u r in g  th e  n e x t  
2 5  h o u rs ,  b e tw e e n  1 ,500  a n d  1 ,800  b o m b s ,  r o c k -
e ts ,  a n d  she l ls  w e r e  f i r e d  b y  t h e  B r i t i s h  b u t  th e y  
i n f l i c t e d  o n l y  m o d e r a t e  d a m a g e  t o  t h e  f o r t .  
C a s u a l t i e s  a l s o  w e r e  l o w  — 4  m e n  k i l l e d ,  2 4  
w o u n d e d .  C o n v in c e d  t h a t  F o r t  M c H e n r y  c o u ld  
n o t  be ta k e n ,  th e  B r i t i s h  c a n c e l le d  t h e i r  a t t a c k  o n  
B a l t im o r e  a n d  w i t h d r e w  t h e i r  f o r c e s .  T h e  s iege  
w a s  o v e r  and  t h e  c i t y  w a s  saved.

F o r t  M c H e n r y  n e v e r  a g a in  c a m e  u n d e r  e n e m y  
f i r e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f u n c t i o n  as an 
a c t i v e  m i l i t a r y  p o s t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  1 0 0  y e a r s .  
D u r in g  t h e  C iv i l  W a r  t h e  f o r t  w a s  u sed  b y  th e  
F e d e ra l  G o v e r n m e n t  as a p r i s o n  c a m p  f o r  c a p -
t u r e d  C o n fe d e r a te  s o ld ie rs .  F ro m  1 9 1 7  u n t i l  
1 9 2 3 ,  a U .S . A r m y  G e n e ra l  H o s p i t a l  w a s  lo c a te d  
h e re  t o  s e rv e  r e t u r n in g  v e te r a n s  o f  W o r l d  W a r  I. 
In 1 9 2 5  C o n g re s s  m a d e  F o r t  M c H e n r y  a n a t io n a l  
p a r k ;  l a t e r  i t  w a s  r e d e s ig n a te d  a n a t io n a l  m o n u -
m e n t  a n d  h i s t o r i c  s h r in e .

" T H E  S T A R  S P A N G L E D  B A N N E R "

F o r t  M c H e n r y  a n d  o u r  n a t io n a l  a n th e m  w i l l  be 
f o r e v e r  a s s o c ia te d  in  th e  m in d s  o f  A m e r i c a n s .  
" T h e  S ta r  S p a n g le d  B a n n e r "  is a c tu a l l y  an a c -
c o u n t  o f  t h e  e m o t io n s  f e l t  by  F ra n c is  S c o t t  K e y  
as he w i t n e s s e d  th e  S e p t e m b e r  1 3 -1 4 ,  1 8 1 4 ,  a t -
t a c k  o n  F o r t  M c H e n r y .  K e y ,  w h o  h a d  c o m e  to  
B a l t im o r e  t o  s e c u re  t h e  r e le a s e  o f  a f r i e n d  se ized  
b y  t h e  B r i t i s h ,  r e m a in e d  o n  t h e  d e c k  o f  an A m e r -
ica n  t r u c e  s h ip  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  b o m b a r d m e n t ,  
a n x io u s ly  w a t c h in g  t h e  f o r t  a n d  r e a s s u re d  by 
t h e  s ig h t  o f  i ts  la rg e  f la g .  A t  n ig h t ,  w h e n  t h e  f la g  
w a s  n o  lo n g e r  v is ib le ,  he k n e w  t h a t  h is  c o u n t r y -
m e n  s t i l l  h e ld  t h e  f o r t  so  lo n g  as t h e  B r i t i s h  c o n -
t i n u e d  t o  f i r e  r o c k e t s  a n d  b o m b s .  T h e re  w e r e  
s e v e ra l  lu l ls  in  th e  b o m b a r d m e n t ,  a n d  f o r  K e y  

th e s e  w e r e  m o m e n ts  o f  s u s p e n s e  and  a n x ie ty .  
A t  d a w n ,  he  a g a in  s a w  t h e  f l a g — s t i l l  w a v in g  
d e f ia n t l y  o v e r  th e  r a m p a r t s .  E ven  as th e  B r i t i s h  

f l e e t  p re p a r e d  t o  leave .  K e y  b e g a n  w r i t i n g  " T h e  
S ta r  S p a n g le d  B a n n e r "  to  e x p re s s  w h a t  he fe l t .

O n  th e  d a y  f o l l o w in g  K e y 's  r e t u r n  t o  B a l t im o re ,  
p r i n t e d  c o p ie s  o f  h is  p o e m  w e r e  w id e ly  c i r c u -
la ted  t h r o u g h  th e  c i ty .  S o o n  t h e  p o e m  w a s  b e in g  
su n g  t o  t h e  m u s ic  o f  an E n g l is h  s o n g ,  " T o  A n a -
c r e o n  in H e a v e n . "  T h e  s o n g  in c re a s e d  so m u c h  
in p o p u l a r i t y  t h a t  in 1931 C o n g re s s  d e c la re d  it 
o u r  n a t io n a l  a n th e m .

A B O U T  Y O U R  V I S I T

F o r t  M c H e n r y  N a t io n a l  M o n u m e n t  a n d  H is to r i c  
S h r in e  is 3  m i le s  f r o m  th e  c e n t e r  o f  B a l t im o re ,  
a n d  is r e a d i l y  a c c e s s ib le  o v e r  Eas t F o r t  A v e n u e ,  
w h i c h  in te r s e c t s  M d .  2.

T h e  f o r t  is o p e n  7  d a y s  a w e e k  f r o m  9 a .m . to  
5 p .m . F ro m  m id -J u n e  t h r o u g h  L a b o r  D a y ,  
t h e  v is i t in g  h o u r s  a re  f r o m  8 a .m . t o  8 p .m . 

G r o u p s  r e c e iv e  s p e c ia l  s e rv ic e s  if  a d v a n c e  a r -
r a n g e m e n ts  a re  m ade  w i t h  t h e  s u p e r in t e n d e n t .

Y o u  can  m a k e  y o u r  v i s i t  sa fe  and  e n jo y a b le  by  
o b s e rv in g  c o m m o n s e n s e  ru le s  o f  s a fe ty .  C l im b -
ing  on  t h e  c a n n o n s ,  m o n u m e n ts ,  a n d  t r e e s ,  v e n -
t u r i n g  t o o  c lose  to  th e  e d g e  o f  t h e  f o r t  w a l ls ,  a n d  
w a lk in g  on  t h e  s e a w a l l  a re  n o t  a l lo w e d .  P lease  
he lp  p re s e rv e  a ll  n a t u r a l  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  fe a tu r e s .



A  T O U R  T H R O U G H  F O R T  M c H E N R Y

B e g in  y o u r  t o u r  o f  t h e  f o r t  a n d  g r o u n d s  a t  t h e  
vis itor c e n te r  w h e r e  e x h ib i t s  a n d  a f i lm  d e p ic t  
t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  f o r t  a n d  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  "T h e  
S ta r  S p a n g le d  B a n n e r . "  Y o u  w i l l  f i n d  o t h e r  e x -
h ib i t s  a lo n g  t h e  n u m b e r e d  r o u t e  m a r k e d  o n  th e  
m a p .  A u d io  s ta t io n s ,  w h e r e  y o u  c a n  h e a r  a d d i -
t i o n a l  d e ta i ls  o f  t h e  f o r t ' s  h i s t o r y ,  a re  m a r k e d  
b y  s ta rs .

O p p o s i te  t h e  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r  is A r m is te a d  Plaza  
( 1 ) ,  c o n t a i n i n g  a s ta tu e  o f  t h e  c o m m a n d e r  o f  
F o r t  M c H e n r y  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 1 4  b o m b a r d m e n t ,  
M a j .  G e o rg e  A r m is t e a d .  F ro m  t h i s  p o in t  y o u  c a n  
a lso  see  t h e  o u t l i n e s  o f  s e v e ra l  o r i g i n a l  s e rv i c e  
b u i l d i n g s .  A l o n g  t h e  t r a i l  t o  t h e  f o r t ,  tw o  
m a r k e r s  (2 )  i d e n t i f y  t h e  s i te  o f  a ta v e rn  o f  t h e  
e a r ly  1 8 0 0 's  a n d  th e  h is tor ic  r o a d — n o w  r e c o n -
s t r u c t e d — th a t  in 1 8 1 4  led  in to  B a l t im o r e .

F o r t  M c H e n r y  i t s e l f ,  w i t h  i t s  f i v e - b a s t i o n e d  
t r a c e ,  is b u i l t  u p o n  a F r e n c h  d e s ig n  t h a t  d a tes  
f r o m  t h e  re ig n  o f  L o u is  X IV  (16 3 8 -1 71 5 ) .  O n  y o u r  
r i g h t  as you  a p p r o a c h  th e  f o r t ,  t h e  r a is e d  m o u n d  
(3 )  is t h e  r e m a in in g  p a r t  o f  t h e  d ry  m o a t  t h a t  
o r i g i n a l l y  e n c i r c l e d  th e  f o r t  a n d  p r o t e c t e d  m a n y  
o f  its  d e fe n d e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  2 5 - h o u r  b o m b a r d -
m e n t .  A t t h a t t i m e t h e  m o a t  w a s  5  fe e t  d e e p  a n d  
30  f e e t  w id e .  T h e  V -s h a p e d  o u t w o r k  (4 )  t o  y o u r  
l e f t  a n d  o p p o s i te  t h e  f o r t  e n t r a n c e  is a rave lin ,  
s t r a te g ic a l l y  d e s ig n e d  a n d  p la c e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
e n t r a n c e  a g a in s t  a d i r e c t  a t t a c k .  T h e  u n d e r -
g r o u n d  m a g a z in e ,  w h i c h  y o u  m a y  e n te r ,  w a s  
a d d e d  a f t e r  1 8 1 4 .

A t  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  a t t a c k  t h e  e n t r a n c e  to  
t h e  f o r t  w a s  a n  u n r o o f e d  p a s s a g e w a y  c u t  
t h r o u g h  t h e  r a m p a r t .  T o d a y  y o u  e n t e r  t h r o u g h  
an a r c h e d  sally  p o r t  (5) c o n s t r u c t e d  a f t e r  t h e  
b a t t le ,  w i t h  u n d e r g r o u n d  r o o m s  on  e a c h  s ide .  
T h e s e  r o o m s  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  b o m b p r o o f s ,  b u t  
d u r in g  t h e  C iv i l  W a r  C o n f e d e r a t e  p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  
h e ld  h e re .  T h e  p a r a d e  g r o u n d  (6) c o n t a i n s  c a n -
n o n  b e l ie v e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  in  t h e  d e fe n s e  
o f  B a l t im o r e .  T h e  m id d le  c a n n o n  b e a rs  t h e  m o n -
o g r a m  o f  K in g  G e o rg e  III  o f  E n g la n d .  A t  t h e

f r o n t  o f  t h e  p a ra d e  g r o u n d  a n d  j u s t  b e y o n d  th e  
s a l ly  p o r t  is t h e  f lag p o le  s ite  (7), f r o m  w h ic h  
s p o t  t h e  4 2 - b y - 3 0 - f o o t  b a t t le  f la g  f l e w  d u r in g  
t h e  b o m b a r d m e n t  a n d  in s p i r e d  F ra n c is  S c o t t  
K e y  t o  w r i t e  "T h e  S ta r  S p a n g le d  B a n n e r . "

T he  g u a rd h o u s e s  (8), o n  e i t h e r  s id e  o f  t h e  e n -
t r a n c e ,  d a te  f r o m  1 8 3 5 ,  a n d  t h e  ce l ls ,  w h e re  
C iv i l  W a r  p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  h e ld ,  f r o m  1 8 5 7 .  F rom  
o n e  o f  t h e  f i v e  b a s t io n s  (9) y o u  h a v e  a v ie w  o f  
t h e  P a ta p s c o ,  w h e r e  t h e  B r i t i s h  f l e e t  lay a t  a n -
c h o r  in  1 8 1 4 .  A  ta p e d  m e s s a g e  h e re  d e s c r ib e s  
t h e  f o r t ' s  s t r a t e g i c  im p o r ta n c e .

In a s e m i -c i r c le  a r o u n d  t h e  p a ra d e  g r o u n d  are 
t h e  s e v e ra l  b u i ld in g s  t h a t  s e rv e d  as l i v in g  q u a r -
t e r s  f o r  t h e  s o ld ie rs  o f  t h e  f o r t .  T h e  r e g u la r  60- 
m an  g a r r i s o n  w a s  h o u s e d  in  t h e  sold iers b a r -
rac k s  ( 1 0  a n d  1 1 ) .  T h e s e  b u i ld in g s ,  l ik e  th e  
o t h e r  q u a r t e r s  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  th e  b o m b a r d m e n t ,  
w e r e  Viz s t o r ie s  h ig h  w i t h  g a b le d  r o o f s  a n d  d o r -
m e r  w in d o w s ,  a n d  p o rc h le s s .  T h e y  a p p e a r  t o d a y  
m u c h  as t h e y  d id  in  t h e  1 8 3 0 's .  E ach  c o n ta in s  
e x h ib i t s  t h a t  h e lp  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  f o r t .  A ls o  on 
d is p la y  is t h e  E. B e rk le y  B o w ie  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  f i r e -
a rm s ,  s p a n n in g  th e  p e r io d  f r o m  th e  m id -1 7 0 0 ’s 
t o  W o r l d  W a r  I. T h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  t h e  a d jo in in g  
b u i l d i n g  ( 1 2 )  w e r e  j u n i o r  o f f i c e r s '  q u a r te r s .

D u r in g  th e  b o m b a r d m e n t ,  t h e  p o w d e r  m ag azine  
(1 3 )  w a s  s t r u c k  by  a 1 8 6 -p o u n d  B r i t i s h  b o m b  
w h i c h  d id  l i t t le  d a m a g e  s in c e  it  fa i le d  to  exp lode .  
T h e  m a g a z in e  w a s  a f t e r w a r d s  r e b u i l t  a n d  e n -
la rg e d  t o  i ts  p re s e n t  size. T h e  r e s to r e d  post  
h e a d q u a r te rs  (1 4 )  w a s  o n c e  th e  q u a r te r s  o f  t h e  
c o m m a n d in g  o f f i c e r .  T he  e n d  r o o m ,  t o d a y  i n t e r -
p r e t e d  as th e  o f f i c e r s '  k i t c h e n  a n d  d in in g  r o o m ,  
w a s  in  1 8 1 4  a s e p a ra te  b u i ld in g  t h a t  s e rv e d  as 
a g u a rd h o u s e .

T h e r e  a re  s e v e ra l  p la ce s  o f  i n t e re s t  t o  v is i t  on  
th e  o u t e r  g r o u n d s .  T h e s e  in c lu d e  th e  Civ il  W ar  
b at te r ie s  ( 1 5 )  w h i c h  r e p la c e d  t h e  1 8 1 4  w a te r  
b a t t e r y  o f  3 6  c a n n o n  lo c a te d  b e tw e e n  t h e  r a v e -
l in  a n d  t h e  w a t e r l i n e ;  t h e  C iv i l  W a r  p o w d e r  m ag -
a z in e  n e a r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  to  t h e  g r o u n d s ;  a n d  th e  
s ta tu e  o f  O r p h e u s ,  a m y th o lo g i c a l  G re e k  h e ro  of 
m u s ic  a n d  p o e t r y ,  e re c te d  in 1 9 2 2  t o  h o n o r  th e  
m e m o r y  o f  K e y  a n d  th e  s o ld ie rs  and  s a i lo rs  w h o  
p a r t i c ip a t e d  in t h e  1 8 1 4  d e fe n s e  o f  B a l t im o re .


