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FURNISHINGS PLAN, MOUNT WASHINGTON TAVERN

A. DEFINITION OF INTERPRETIVE OBJECTIVES

The broad objective is to further the interpretive presentation of the Tavern and

its story to the visiting public. The immediate objective is to furnish (or refurnish,
as pertinent) certain rooms of the Tavern to illustrate uses of the Tavern supplemental
to those depicted, suggested, and/or interpreted in the downstairs rooms (other than
kitchen) of the Tavern. The rooms to be furnished (in essence, as a pre-Civil War
guest might have seen them) include the ground-floor kitchen, and two bedrooms

on the south side, 2nd floor; those to be refurnished are the three bedrooms on the
north side of the 2nd floor. The south side bedrooms will illustrate putative historical
use by the Tavern owner family; the north side bedrooms will illustrate the variety
of traveller-use; thus, (1) "doubling up" of male travellers; 2) a young family with
child; (3) @ "V.1.P." (such as Henry Clay, who is known to have stopped at the

Tavern.)



B. OPERATING PLAN

The Tavern as a whole will be "tended" by a uniformed attendant at the information
counter in the north central hall, ground floor. Door barriers will restrain the
visitor from entering the furnished rooms which will be unobtrusively labelled, and
more fully interpreted through a supplemental giveaway publication. Normal
circulation to 2nd floor will be up and down the staircase in the west central hall,
visitors viewing the rooms in the sequence they desire, usually doing all this after
they have seen the ground floor interpretive arrangements. On ground floor, normal
circulation will be from entrance hall to parlor to dining room (exhibit room) to
kitchen to west central hall. Hours of operation will be seasonally adjusted to agree
with hours of operation set for the Park as a whole. Demonstrations of processes and

equipment may be feasible at times.



C. ANALYSIS OF HISTORIC OCCUPANCY
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D. DOCUMENTED ACCOUNT OF FURNISHINGS

Architectural investigation of the building revealed little to suggest early
room arrangements. The opening for the west door and the location and design
of the former chair rail in the dining room are the most definitive results of the

investigation.

Traces of window shades and curtain rod fastenings were noted but it is also
known that these features were in place during the residency of the Fazenbakers.
It was impossible to determine from physical evidence whether the shades, cur-
tains and/or draperies were in place during the Sampey occupation of the tavern.

It is known that shades and curtains were used later.

The examination of the walls indicated the use of wallpaper in all of the rooms
except the pantry and kitchen from the beginning. All traces of early wallpapers
have been removed. The kitchen and pantry, however, bear many coats of early
paints. These colors have been recorded. The historic paint colors will be re-
applied when the building restoration is completed. Period wall papers will be
selected for the areas to be exhibited as a part of the implementation of the

furnishings plan.

The search for the bar location produced little physical evidence. The south
wall of the smaller "parlor" showed more scarring than these in the room across

the hall. Due to the heavier concentration of nail evidence on the south wall

12



the bar has been located there. Additional evidence for the harder use of the
room was found in the scarred and scorched conditions of the mantel which was
not present elsewhere. The fact that the west door led to the barns and sheds
indicated convenient access for the drivers without entering the central hall.
Since the tavern also catered to ladies and families travelling on the stage
coaches, it was logical to isolate the bar room from the entrance hall and the

large parlor.

As is too often the case, there are no early records of Rebecca and James Sampey
concerning the Mt. Washington Tavern. No inventory, per se, of the Sampeys
while in residence at the Tavern has been found to date. There is an itemized

sale list of household goods following the death of Mrs. Sampey in 1867.

Mrs. Ruth Martin of the Fort Necessity Park Staff continued her research after
the part 11 history portion of the Historic Structures Report was issued. The
following is an excerpt from Mrs. Martin's supplement to that report:
"The will of James Sampey indicates that he anticipated death. It
provided 'that before April I, 1845, his wife and family should leave
Mount Washington and reside on the Freeman farm taking whatever
personal effects are necessary to make them comfortable.' The Freeman
farm was a part of the Sampey estate joining the Mount Washington tract

on the Southwest. Mrs. Sampey and her minor children probably vacated



the Tavern according to the terms of the will, but not until March, 1846,
At that time she was still a resident of the Inn, and the executors were
preparing for rental of the property. Mrs. Sampey bought the Freeman

farm from the Sampey executors for $2,000 prior to 1857.

"By 1867, after at least one more move, there was a sale of Rebecca
Sampey's personal property. Even though this sale was conducted 2I
years after vacating the Tavern, it likely included items which she had
removed by authority of the Will. The sale included common articles

of furniture, furnishings, tools and equipment such as: barrels for
vinegar, soap and flour; tubs for dishes, meat and washing; crock,
strainers, churn, butter bowl; dishes, pepper grinder, coffee mill,
gridiron, kettles, tinware, trammel, chain, tongs; side saddle, harness,
etc. These articles suggest activities that would be common at the tavern

location during her years of occupancy there.

"About 1950 a 'lye stone' was excavated from near the tavern foundation
when the storage room for coal was made outside the southwest corner

of the building (presently occupied by the oil burner). We may assume
that soap was made on a large scale here, and that the soap barrel on the

'Sale List' was formerly used at the tavemn.

"Following the death of James Sampey in 1844, Mount Washington Tavern

was operated for a period of 19 months by his widow."

14



A little more is known about the furnishings of the tavern after its purchase by
Fazenbakers. Some of this furniture survives but it is unfortunately from a

later family, although a great deal is of the restoration period.

The furniture and accessories which remain at Mt. Woshington have been carefully
called from a larger previous collection and fit the period of the tavern. These
furnishings will form the basis of the re-furnishing and additional specimens will

be acquired to interpret the tavern story.



The rooms which were not included in the exhibit plan but which
will require historic furnishing ere the kitchen on the first
floor, four bedrooms and a storeroom on the second floor., The
above rooms, when furnished, will interpret the activities and
the functions of the tavern, The roams are discussed individually
as follows:

KIICHEN & PANTRY

The kitchen will be the only completely furnished room on the first
floor., The visitor can get his first glimpse of the kitchen thru
the pass window opening from the dining room to the small serving
pantry. The pantry shelves will be filled with dishes, platters,
crocks and serving pieces required to convey to the visitor the
story of serving and incidentel storages of foods.

The kitchen furnishings will illustrate the preparation of meals
for the femily, occasional help and an undetermined number of
guests which might arrive on the stagecoach,

A Pennsylvania cupboard to hold dishes, utensils end linens will
be placed on the east wall, The dough tray will be located on
the south wall with kitchen utensils pleced on the top. A large
drop leaf table in the center will show a portion of a meal in
preparation, including two loaves of bread one of which will be
partielly sliced, The cooking utensils in the large fireplace
area will also help to interpret the importance of the preparation

of meals in the tavern,

16



ITEMIZED FURNISHINGS
Penna, kitchen cupboerd, pine

Drop leaf table
2 ladder‘back chairs
Plank seat chair
Dough tray on stand
Clock, mentel
Large wooden bowl
Apple butter paddle
Large iron kettle
Smaell " "
Copper kettle
Iron "

" "
Waffle iron

" "

1 n

Iron trammel
Mortar & pestel
Pot hook

Kettle

Soapstone griddle
Skimmer

Ladle

Iron peel

Potato masher, wood

17

$650. 00
150,00

Fone-521/700

n

30.00
C-80

498
496
224
532
504
606
506
469
413
468
464
492
493
482
483
491
490
458
488



Spider skillet, iron
Triped sauce pan, iron
n n n "
Candle mold - 8 mold size
" VY SRR
" lentern
Pr, hogserapers
Large coffee pot, tin
Tea pot, ironstone
Coffee cennister, tin
Tea caddy, tin, painted
Almenac, of years 1825-45
2 redware apple butter crocks
Wooden dish pan
Flour barrel
Towels (2) 1 hung on nail at window
Large pitcher, ironstone
Apron hung on nail, tableclothes (2)
Rolling pin
Tin pail
Dipper
Wrought iron andirons
Wrought iron fire tools
Butcher knife
Knives and forks - (steel)

Sugar end salt crocks

18

Fone-505

"

489
481
310
571
572

$ 25.00
45.00
25.00
20. 00
20,00

5.00
30.00
35.00
20.00
10.00
35.00
40,00
35.00
15.00

6.00
35.00
40.00

6.00
60. 00

30. 00



Wood box end firewood N.C.
Flour barrel $20.00
Note: Pa. cupboard and shelves in pantry to be largely
stocked with park specimens of china and glassware left

after setting up displey shelves in dining room.

BEDROQM NO, 1

The room at the head of the stairs on the visitors right will
be furnished as the Sampey's combined office and bedrocm. The
furnishings will convey to the visitor the busy life of the
owner's feamily,

The bureau - desk in the corner piled with ledgers, papers and
books is where Jemes Sempey, (end later Rebecca Sempey) did

the paper work connected with the tavern, away from the activ-
ity on the first floor. A wellpaper covered hat box on the
desk top is for Mrs., Sampey's newest bonnet.

The children of the femily, one of which was born at the tavern,
are represented by the cradle and the girls toys in front of
the fireplsce,

The heavy poster bed, wardrobe and washstand, not of the finest,
(the best room was kept for important guests) but typicel of a
practical, middle cless family of the area completes the larger
pleces in the room.

Incidentals and accessories such as medicine bottles, writing
equipment, washbowl set, towels and bits of childrens clothing

will suggest an active family life.

19



IIEMIZED FURNISHINGS

BEDROOM 1 _(SAMPEY BEDROCM)
Desk bureau Fone
Double bed (1840 cennon ball poster) $ 75.00
Cradle " 36,
Footstool ' 20.00
2 chairs, 1 upholstered 125,00
Stool for desk 35.00
Clock "
Doll cradle & dresser "o 223
Coverlet "
Ledgers, books & papers on desk "
Inkwell & quill pens 20.00
Empire looking glass 45.00

2 candlesticks (1 on desk, 1 on mantel)

Pr, childs shoes " 352/353

Hat box "

Werdrobe, mahogany, circe 1840 75.00
2 medicine bottles : 5.00
Teespoon "

Drinking glass .00
Towels 10.00

Childrens clothes
Sewing box 15,00

Wrought iron fire tools 35.00



Pistol $ 60,00

Bible 25,00

Chamber pot 10.00

Bowl, pitcher & soapdish 45,00

Window curteins 60. 00
R oM - S

This rather small end otherwise unused room affords an opportunity
to display such objects as an early sewing machine, a working wool
wheel carder, flax wheel and winder., Spare chairs etc, which cannot
be fitted into other areas may be stored here.

As a combination work room end storasge area this room can serve

as a room where unneeded and broken furniture, trunks, spinning
wheels, spare chamber pots &nd similar objects were stored. The
rather handsome Empire crotch mshogany sideboard, which under

other conditions would be placed in the dining room, mey remain
here,

A chair pulled up to the sewing machine at the window, with clothing
and bedding to be mended in view, will suggest to the visitor the
need for such repairs in a busy tavern. Two rye work baskets with

cloth scraps, shears etc, will be placed nearby on the stored hair

trunks,
ITEMIZED FURNISHINGS
ORK = ST
Sideboard Fone-F20
Flax wheel " F34

21



Wool wheel w/carder & winder Fone

Sewing machine & chair
2 trunks

2 broken chairs (1 ladder-back
1 plenk seat)

2 work baskets

Assorted clothing & materials hung on
chair backs and in work baskets

Scissors
Chamber pots (2) and/or slop jars

Pitcher & bowl set

BEDROCM NO, 5

The easternmost of the three tavern rooms to be

215
1767/534
703/701
$10.00
8.00
22,00
25.00

furnished will

illustrate the accommodastions of three persons, presumably mele

travelers.1

It is proposed that this room be kept neat as if prepared for

guests, in contrast to the adjoining room.

The double spool bed and matching day bed are slready in this

room of ample proportions. An Empire mehogany dresser, Empire

mirror, weshstend, bowl and pitcher, and hooked rugs may re-

mein in the room as they ere well within the prescribed period.

The following list contaeins the above items as well as the items

required to complete the room.

1

It was customary in the 18th and eerly 19th century for trav-

elers to double up and as meny as three or four slept in one bed.
Three in a bed was not unususl in the latter part of the 19th

century according to accounts of travelers.

22



IZED FURNISHINGS

BEDROQM 5
Double spool bed Fone-332
Coverlet "
Chest of drawers (Msh. ) "o365
Day bed, spool "33
Spool washstand " 318

Bowl & pitcher "

Slop jar $15.00
Chamber pot 10.00
Ledder back chair 45.00
2 plank seat chairs 50,00
Towels 10.00
Curteins 50.00
Framed prints 50.00
Water pitcher & drinking glasses 30,00
Boston rockers with cushion 75.00
Shaving mirror 25.00

Dressing mirror "

4 hooked rugs "

BEDROQM NO, 6
This room is furnished to illustrate a young family travelling.

Accordingly, it is furnished with a credle and trundle bed in
addition to the reguler double bed. Thus presented it could

become the overnight lodging for a couple with two smell children.

23



The completed room to have & somewhat dishevelled look as if it was

presently occupied.

FURNISHED FQOR FAMILY

BEDROOM 6
Spool bed, mattress & pillows Fone 430
Coverlet (d. 1850) "
Empire chest of drawers (Mah, ) " 435

Mah, mirror, Empire "

Rocker with cushion " 317
Plank seat chair " 316
Childs chair (cane back) " 684

Cradle w/hood "
Trundle bed "
Washstand "

Pitcher & bowl "

Chamber pots (1 child's potty) $10. 00
Towels 10,00
Slop jar 6.00
Rag carpet (4 strips) 50, 00
Framed prints 20, 00
Heir trunk " 409

Top hat box " 405

Ladies bag

Candlesticks "

Clothing for men, woman, children 60.00

2k



Fremed print $15.00
Curtains 30,00
BEDROQM 7

This room will be furnished with the more affluent traveller in
mind. While the traditional story that Henry Clay once stopped
at Mt. Weshington Tavern mey not be authenticated it is certeain
that the tavern was one of the better stops on the highway and
it is possible that many well-to-do people stopped there.
The room is elreedy equipped with en Empire tester bed and two
unusually good Empire chests of drewers, all of mshogeny.
The room is furnished as the "best room" and is representative
of the taste of the upper middle class of the period. It will
be exhibited in a neat condition as if ready to receive quests.
ITRMIZED LIST OF FURNISHINGS
BEDROQM 7

Canopy bed (Mash.) complete with bedding Fone-386

Chest of (Msh.) drawers with mirror 671
Chest of drawers (Mah. ) " 378
Mirror "672

Pr. brass candlesticks " 380/381
Brass saucer candlestick nooo382

Pr. bristol vases " 1278/1279
Clock "

Spool table v 377

Uphol. rocker "
25



Washstand Fone
Chamber set complete "

Towels $10.00

2 side chairs

Cerpet (rag or ingrain cerpet) 70. 00
Framed prints 25,00
Curtains 90.00
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F, MATNTENANCE AND PROTECTION RECOMMENDATTONS

Protective Barriers

Protective barriers are planned in the kitchen (Rm-5) and at the
doors to the second floor rooms. The kitchen barrier will be a
railing which will form an aisle from the dining room door to the
door leading to the stair hall, thereby allowing visitors to see
the kitchen over the protective barrier.

The doors to the rooms on the second floor will be protected with
barrier gates similar to those used at present.

The Exhibit Plan for the bar room, parlor, dining room and hall

on the first floor includes no protective barriers. The bar

room (Rm-2) is to be used as a waiting area, allowing the visitors
to use the chairs and tables., The reception desk will be so placed
in the hall as to allow the receptionist, or guide, on duty to mon-
itor the three rooms. The parlor (Rm-3) which will be partially
furnished will have no barriers. If it becomes necessary to
protect the furnished area, a psychological barrier is planned.
This will be a carpet covered curb about two and one-half inches

high following the free-form curve of the carpeted area.

FIRE PROTECTION
An gpproved fire protection system has been installed in the building.
The ADT System records fires by warning signals in the fire house

at nearby Farmington.
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Burglar Alarm System

At earliest opportunity an electric-eye burglar alarm system should be

provided for the house. Two recent burglaries attest to the need.

Lighting Fixtures

The present modern lighting fixtures will be removed under the
architectural restoration contract. The only obviously visible

lighting fixture will be an antique hanging lantern in the entrance
hall.

Additional receptacles will be installed throughout the building for
portable lighting to be concealed by furnishings to provide an unobtrusive
indirect light source for dark days. The hanging lantern and the ten
porteble lamps will be selected and purchased as a part of the implemen-
tation of the furnishings plan.

In addition to the sbove lighting fixtures there will be pin-point type
fixtures recessed into the ceilings of the first and second floor hall

and the stairway.

Dehumidification

Dehumidification protection for artifacts in use and in storage must

be provided as practicable. Priority for those in storage.
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