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Robert Smalls

Taking Destiny into His

Own Hands

Born into slavery, Robert Smalls
catapulted to fame in both

North and South when he stole

a Confederate boat, the Planter,
sailed it past Charleston’s forts, and
turned it over to Union blockading
ships. After the Civil War, Smalls was
elected to a variety of public offices
and fought for equal rights for
African Americans.

To learn more, visit: www.nps.gov/fosu
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