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PRESIDENT LINCOLN 
ThQ President Shot at Theatre Last Evening. 

Events of April 14-
A b o u t 8 :30 p m t h e Lin-

co lns a n d t h e i r gues t s , 

M a j . H e n r y Reed R a t h -

b o n e a n d Clara Har r i s , 

a r r i v e d a t Ford 's T h e ­

a t r e t o see a p e r f o r ­

m a n c e o f Our Ameri­

can Cousin. L i n c o l n 

e n j o y e d t h e t h e a t r e , 

f o r i t g a v e h i m s o m e 

re l i e * * r orn b u r d e n s 

o f t h e p r e s i d e n c y . 

O n t h e n i g h t o f A p r i l 1 4 , 1 8 6 5 , P r e s i d e n t 

A b r a h a m Lincoln w a s s h o t in Ford's T h e a t r e 

b y J o h n W i l k e s B o o t h . H e d i e d in t h e e a r i y 

h o u r s o f A p r i l 15 in t h e smal l back b e d r o o m 

o f a b o a r d i n g h o u s e across t h e s t r e e t . 

L incoln , w h o h a d s t r u g g l e d t h r o u g h t h e Civil 

W a r t o p r e s e r v e t h e U n i o n , l i ved l o n g e n o u g h 

t o see it m a i n t a i n e d b u t n o t l o n g e n o u g h t o 

h e l p in h e a l i n g t h e w o u n d s le f t b y t h e w a r . 

The Conspirators 
J o h n W i l k e s B o o t h , a 

w e l l - k n o w n ac to r a n d 

s o u t h e r n sympath ize r , 

s a w L i n c o l n as t h e 

source o f t h e South 's 

p r o b l e m s . In la te 1864, 

he b e g a n lay ing p lans 

t o k i d n a p t h e p res iden t . 

Ear ly rec ru i t s w e r e 

Samue l A r n o l d , M i c h a e l 

O ' L a u g h l i n , a n d J o h n 

Sur ra t t . John 's m o t h e r , 

M a r y S u r r a t t , r a n a 

b o a r d i n g h o u s e in 

W a s h i n g t o n , D .C , 

w h e r e t h e consp i ra to rs 

m e t . By 1865 Dav id 

H e r o l d , G e o r g e A t z e -

r o d t , a n d Lewis P o w e l l 

h a d j o i n e d B o o t h . A n 

a t t e m p t t o seize L inco ln 

o n M a r c h 17 f a i l e d . 

John Sur ra t t , Samue l 

Mary 
Surratt 

A r n o l d , a n d M i c h a e l 

O ' L a u g h l i n a p p a r e n t l y 

l e f t t h e v e n t u r e t h e n . 

A f t e r R o b e r t E. Lee's 

sur render . B o o t h p u t 

t o g e t h e r a despe ra te 

p l a n . Powe l l w a s t o k i l l 

Secretary o f S ta te W i l ­

l i am S e w a r d , A t z e r o d t 

w a s t o k i l l V ice Presi­

d e n t A n d r e w Johnson , 

a n d B o o t h w o u l d assas­

s ina te Pres ident L inco ln . 

O n l y B o o t h w a s success­

f u l . In t h e chaos a f t e r 

t h e s h o o t i n g a t Ford's 

T h e a t r e , B o o t h f l e d t o 

M a r y l a n d w h e r e h e 

m e t u p w i t h H e r o l d . 

T h e pa in in Boo th ' s l e f t 

l eg , b r o k e n w h e n h e 

l eaped f r o m t h e t h e a t r e 

box , w a s in tense , a n d 

T h e t h e a t r e w h e r e L i n c o l n w a s s h o t a n d 

t h e h o u s e w h e r e he d i e d a re p r e s e r v e d t o d a y 

as Ford's T h e a t r e N a t i o n a l Histor ic Si te . It 

te l ls us o f t h e s e e v e n t s , r e m i n d s us o f t h e 

t r o u b l i n g t i m e s t h i s n a t i o n p a s s e d t h r o u g h 

a n d e n c o u r a g e s us t o p e r p e t u a t e t h e 

asp i ra t ions , h o p e s , a n d i d e a l s t h a t 

Lincoln h e l d f o r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

B o o t h d i e d 

t h r e e hou rs la te r 

on Gar re t t ' s p o r c h . 

A l t h o u g h bare ly coher ­

e n t , h e asked t h e so l ­

d iers t o " t e l l m y m o t h e r 

I d i e d f o r m y c o u n t r y . " 

T h e o t h e r consp i ra to rs 

w e r e soon a r res ted . 

T h e i r t r i a l b e g a n o n 

M a y 10 a n d e n d e d o n 

June 29. A t z e r o d t , Her­

o l d , Powe l l , a n d M a r y 

S u r r a t t rece ived d e a t h 

sen tences—al l w e r e 

h a n g e d o n July 7, 1865. 

A r n o l d a n d O ' L a u g h l i n , 

i n v o l v e d in t h e k i d n a p ­

p i n g conspiracy, w e r e 

g i v e n l i fe sentences, as 

w a s Dr. Samue l M u d d . 

E d m a n Spangler , a 

s tage h a n d a t Ford's 

15, 1865 
A t a b o u t 10:15 p m , 

w h e n o n l y o n e ac to r , 

H a r r y H a w k , w a s o n 

s t a g e a n d t h e a u d i e n c e 

w a s l a u g h i n g , J o h n 

W i l k e s B o o t h e n t e r e d 

t h e p r e s i d e n t i a l b o x 

Q a n d s h o t P r e s i d e n t 

L i n c o l n . B o o t h s t a b b e d 

M a j o r R a t h b o n e in t h e 

l e f t a r m , t h e n j u m p e d 

Q t o t h e s t a g e . In 

j u m p i n g . B o o t h g o t 

e n t a n g l e d in t h e d e c o ­

r a t i o n s f o r t h e p res i ­

d e n t i a l b o x a n d l a n d e d 

o f f b a l a n c e o n t h e 

s t a g e / b r e a k i n g a b o n e 

John Wilkes Booth 
LIBRARY O f CONGRESS 

h e r o d e t o t h e h o m e 

o f Dr. Samuel M u d d t o 

have t h e b o n e set. O n 

A p r i l 26, w h i l e B o o t h 

a n d H e r o l d h i d in a t o ­

bacco b a r n o n t h e Gar­

r e t t f a r m near Por t Roy­

a l , Va. , U n i o n t r o o p s 

s u r r o u n d e d t h e m . Her­

o l d s u r r e n d e r e d i m m e ­

d ia te ly . B o o t h w a s s h o t 

w h i l e st i l l in t h e b a r n 

a f t e r t r o o p s set i t a f i r e . 

Dr. Samuel 
Mudd 

T h e a t r e 

w h o d i d 

o d d j obs 

f o r B o o t h , g o t 

six years o f ha rd 

labor. The f o u r 

w e r e sent t o For t 

Je f fe rson in F lor ida 

t o serve t h e i r sentences. 

O ' L a u g h l i n d i e d o f ye l ­

l o w f eve r in 1867. Presi­

d e n t Johnson p a r d o n e d 

a n d re leased t h e o the rs 

in 1869. 

Lewis Powell 
PHOTOS LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

David Herold 

The Events of Apri l 9-14,1865 
Apri l 9, 1865 C o n f e d e r ­

a te G e n . R o b e r t E. Lee 

s u r r e n d e r s his A r m y o f 

N o r t h e r n V i r g i n i a t o 

U n i o n G e n . Ulysses S. 

G r a n t a t A p p o m a t t o x 

C o u r t House , Va . Ce le ­

b r a t i o n s in W a s h i n g ­

t o n , D.C. a b o u n d . 

Apri l 1 0 , 1 8 6 5 C r o w d s 

s e r e n a d e t h e W h i t e 

House . L i nco ln p rom ises 

t o m a k e a s p e e c h t h e 

n e x t day . He asks t h e 

b a n d t o p lay Dixie, say­

i n g i t is " o n e o f t h e bes t 

t u n e s I eve r h e a r d . " 

Apri l 11 , 1865 L inco ln 

t e l l s a c r o w d o n t h e 

W h i t e H o u s e l a w n 

a b o u t his p o s t - w a r 

p l a n s , i n c l u d i n g r e -

Washington in 1865 
F r o m 1861 t o 1865 , 

W a s h i n g t o n , D.C. 

u n d e r w e n t g r e a t 

c h a n g e s as t h e c i t y 

b e c a m e t h e c e n t e r 

o f t h e f e d e r a l g o v e r n ­

m e n t ' s e f f o r t t o c o n ­

d u c t t h e w a r a n d m a i n 

t a i n t h e U n i o n . T h e 

1860 p o p u l a t i o n o f 

7 5 , 0 0 0 s w e l l e d as 

w o r k e r s c a m e l o o k i n g 

f o r g o v e r n m e n t p o s i ­

t i o n s . C lerks f i l l e d n e w 

j o b s . T h o u s a n d s o f e n ­

s laved p e o p l e w h o h a d 

m a n a g e d t o escape 

c a m e t o s t a r t n e w lives 

as f r e e b lacks . 

C o n s t r u c t i o n p ro j ec t s 

b o o m e d . W o r k e r s f i n -

George Atzerodt 

c o n s t r u c t i o n . He p lans 

t o r es to re t h e r e b e l ­

l i ous s ta tes t o t h e 

U n i o n qu i ck l y . A b o u t 

t h e r i g h t t o v o t e in t h e 

r e u n i t e d c o u n t r y , L i n ­

co l n no tes , " I t is a lso 

u n s a t i s f a c t o r y t o s o m e 

t h a t t h e e l ec t i ve f r a n ­

chise is n o t g i v e n t o t h e 

c o l o r e d m a n . I w o u l d 

m y s e l f p r e f e r t h a t i t 

i shed t h e C a p i t o l d o m e 

in 1863 (right). H o s p i ­

ta l s s p r a n g u p . Nurses 

a n d v o l u n t e e r s c a m e 

t o care f o r t h e w a r ' s 

w o u n d e d a n d d y i n g 

b r o u g h t f r o m n e a r b y 

b a t t l e f i e l d s . U n d e r t a k ­

ers a n d c o f f i n m a k e r s 

w e r e in d e m a n d . M a n y 

bur ia l s t o o k p lace a t 

w e r e n o w c o n f e r r e d 

o n t h e v e r y i n t e l l i g e n t 

a n d o n t h o s e w h o 

serve o u r cause as so l ­

d i e r s . " J o h n W i l k e s 

B o o t h , l i s t e n i n g in t h e 

c r o w d , b e c o m e s a n g r y 

a n d says t o his a c c o m ­

p l i c e L e w i s P o w e l l , 

" T h a t is t h e last speech 

h e w i l l ever g i v e ! " 

n e w l y e s t a b l i s h e d 

A r l i n g t o n N a t i o n a l 

C e m e t e r y o n t h e 

g r o u n d s o f A r l i n g t o n 

H o u s e , h o m e o f C o n ­

f e d e r a t e G e n . R o b e r t 

E. Lee. O p p o r t u n i s t s 

j o i n e d t h e t h r o n g s , 

p r e y i n g o n t h e w e a k . 

T h e c i ty ' s p r i m i t i v e 

fac i l i t i es w e r e over -

Apri l 14, 1865 

L inco ln ' s s o n , R o b e r t 

T o d d L i n c o l n , r e t u r n s 

f r o m A p p o m a t t o x 

C o u r t H o u s e . He has 

b r e a k f a s t w i t h his 

f a t h e r . La ter , L i n c o l n 

Booth's Flight 
Booth hoped for a quick 
escape t h rough the Mary­
land countryside t o Vir­
ginia and the South where 
he expected a hero's we l ­
come. His broken leg 
s lowed him as he f o l l owed 
the establ ished route of 
Confederate couriers 
t h rough Southern Mary­
land and across the Poto­
mac River. Southern sym­
pathizers gave Booth and 
Herold f o o d and lodg ing, 
but many were reluctant 
to assist them. A t one 
po in t Booth and Herold 
were forced to hide in a 
th icket for several days. 
Booth had not envisioned 
such harsh t rea tment . 

a n d w i f e M a r y t a k e 

a c a r r i a g e r i d e in t h e 

c i t y . A t 8 :30 p m t h e 

L i nco lns a n d t h e i r 

g u e s t s a r r i v e a t Fo rd ' s 

T h e a t r e . 

t a x e d . Few s t ree ts 

w e r e p a v e d , a n d in 

b a d w e a t h e r b e c a m e 

impass ib le . Creeks 

a n d canals w e r e l i t t l e 

m o r e t h a n o p e n s e w ­

ers. T h e N a t i o n ' s Cap i ­

t a l e x p e r i e n c e d g r o w ­

i n g pa ins t h a t w o u l d 

n o t be add ressed u n t i l 

a f t e r t h e Civi l War . 

Lincoln's 1861 inauguration took place beneath the unfinished Capitol dome. 

in his l e f t l e g . He 

m o v e d across t h e s t a g e 

Q, r a n o u t t h e b a c k 

d o o r o f t h e t h e a t r e , 

m o u n t e d his h o r s e in 

t h e a l ley Q, a n d es­

c a p e d f r o m t h e c i t y . 

T h e u n c o n s c i o u s p res i ­

d e n t w a s c a r r i e d across 

t h e s t r e e t Q t o 453 

( n o w 516) T e n t h S t ree t 

a n d p l a c e d in a b a c k 

b e d r o o m Q. M a r y , his 

w i f e , a n d R o b e r t , his 

s o n , w a i t e d in t h e p a r 

l o r Q. L i n c o l n d i e d 

o n Sa tu rday , A p r i l 15, 

1865 a t 7:22 a m . 

In k e e p i n g w i t h events 

ce leb ra t i ng t h e war ' s 

e n d , t h e Lincolns dec id ­

e d t o a t t e n d a pe r fo r ­

mance o f Our American 

Cousin s ta r r ing Laura 

Keene a t Ford's T h e a t r e 

o n Ten th Street . T h e 

Lincolns in i t ia l l y i n v i t e d 

Gen . a n d Mrs . Ulysses S. 

Gran t , b u t t h e y le f t t h e 

c i ty in m i d - a f t e r n o o n . 

A t t h e last m i n u t e , t h e 

Lincolns i nv i t ed Clara 

Harris, d a u g h t e r o f N e w 

York Senator Ira Harris, 

a n d her f i ance , M a j . 

Hen ry Reed R a t h b o n e . 

Years a f t e r L inco ln 's 

assassinat ion, m o r e 

t r a g e d y h a u n t e d th i s 

c o u p l e . In 1883, w h i l e 

l i v i n g in G e r m a n y , 

H e n r y R a t h b o n e k i l l ed 

his w i f e Clara, t h e n 

t u r n e d a k n i f e o n h i m ­

self. R a t h b o n e w a s d e ­

c l a r e d insane a n d d i e d 

in an asy lum in Hanover , 

Ge rmany , in 1911 . 

Maj. Henry Reed Rathbone 
PHOTOE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

The President's Widow 
N e i t h e r t h e j u d g m e n t 

o f h i s t o r y n o r t h e 

e v e n t s she l i ved 

t h r o u g h w e r e k i n d 

t o M a r y T o d d L in ­

co ln (right). Her 

h u s b a n d w a s as­

sass ina ted a t h e r 

s ide, a n d t h r e e o f 

h e r f o u r sons d i e d 

d u r i n g h e r l i f e t i m e . 

Cr i t i c ism s t a l k e d h e r 

eve ry p u b l i c a c t i o n as 

f i r s t l ady a n d d i d n o t 

a b a t e in t h e a f t e r m a t h 

o f L inco ln 's d e a t h . In 

h e r f i n a l years , M a r y 

w a s e s t r a n g e d f r o m h e r 

o n l y r e m a i n i n g son , 

R o b e r t . F i f t e e n years 

a f t e r t h e d e a t h o f h e r 

h u s b a n d , M a r y d i e d a t 

h e r s ister 's h o m e in 

S p r i n g f i e l d , III., i n Ju ly 

1882 . 

The Tenth Street Neighborhood 
As W a s h i n g t o n , D.C.'s 

p o p u l a t i o n g r e w d u r ­

i n g t h e Civ i l W a r , so 

d i d t h e n u m b e r o f 

g a m b l e r s , h u s t l e r s , 

p i ckpocke ts - , p ros t t= 

t u t e s , a n d b o o t l e g g e r s . 

U n w a r y c i t i zens o r so l ­

d ie rs w e r e re l i eved o f 

w h a t l i t t l e m o n e y t h e y 

h a d . T h e o p e n i n g o f 

Ford 's T h e a t r e o n T e n t h 

S t ree t b r o u g h t a n e w 

t y p e o f p e r s o n t o t h e 

d i s t r i c t — a c t o r s — 

w h o s e p r o f e s s i o n w a s 

d e e m e d a less t h a n 

des i r ab le t r a d e . 

A c t o r s a n d actresses 

n e e d e d places t o s tay 

d u r i n g t h e a t r e e n g a g e ­

m e n t s , a n d a l t h o u g h 

suspec t cha rac te rs , 

- b o a r d i n g - h o u s e s - w e t - — 

c o r n e d t h e m — a s l o n g 

as t h e y h a d r e a d y cash 

t o pay f o r t h e r o o m s . 

By t h e m id -1860s m a n y 

h o m e s in t h e T e n t h 

S t ree t n e i g h b o r h o o d 

h a d b e e n t u r n e d i n t o 

r e s p e c t a b l e b o a r d i n g 

houses , p r o v i d i n g l o d g ­

i ng a n d f o o d f o r p e o ­

p le n e e d i n g an e x t e n d ­

e d s tay in t h e c i t y . 

These h o m e s usua l l y 

se r ved a m o r e g e n t e e l 

c l i e n t e l e l ike C o n g r e s ­

s iona l d e l e g a t e s a n d 

t h e i r f a m i l i e s . Such w a s 

t h e Pe te rsen b o a r d i n g 

h o u s e across t h e s t r e e t 

f r o m Ford 's T h e a t r e . 

This il lustration shows ^ H 
the activity f rom the T 
t ime Lincoln was shot un­
til he was carried across 
the street and placed in 
the back bedroom of the 
Petersen House. Read the 
story (fop right) in "Events 
of Apri l 14-15, 1865." 
NPS/AL LOfiENZ 

Occupants of the Presidential Box 

UBfWSY OF TONGRESS 



Ford's Theatre Yesterday and Today 

A History of Ford's Theatre 
John T. Ford was an extremely successful 
theatrical entrepreneur f rom Baltimore, 
M d . , w h e r e he managed t h e Holliday 
Street Theatre . In 1861 he expanded oper­
ations to Washington, D.C. He leased the 
First Baptist Church on Tenth Street (right) 
and turned the church into a music hall. 
Three days after signing t h e lease he 
opened w i t h a 21/2-month run of the 
Christy Minstrels. 

Ford's productions proved prof i table, but 
a f ire destroyed the building in December 
1862. Undaunted , he raised money for 

Renovation and Restoration 
Today's Ford's Theatre is the result of t w o 
ef forts. First is the Lincoln Museum—the initial 
collection of Lincoln items assembled by Osborn 
Oldroyd and brought to Washington, D.C. in 1893. The 
federal government purchased Oldroyd's collection in 1926 
and moved it to a museum in Ford's Theatre in 1932. 

The second began after Wor ld War II when the public became interest­
ed in restoring the theatre t o its 1865 appearance. In 1960 Congress 
budgeted funds fo r research and an architectural study and approved 
the restoration in 1964. Work proceeded carefully, ensuring that furnish­
ings corresponded to those in Ford's Theatre in 1865. Most items in the 
Presidential Box are reproduct ions, but the sofa upon which Major 
Rathbone sat and one parlor chair are or iginal. The George Washington 
engraving hanging on the Presidential Box is also or ig inal . The restored 
theatre and museum opened to the public on February 13, 1968. 

n e w construction, and t h e cornerstone 

was laid in February 1863. 

The f irst pe r fo rmance in Ford's n e w 

t h e a t r e t o o k place on A u g u s t 27, 1863. 

From t h e n , unt i l t h e t h e a t r e closed in 

t h e a f t e r m a t h of Lincoln's assassination. 

Ford staged 495 performances. The success 

w a s at t r ibuted to John Ford's dedication 

t o qual i ty in t h e construction of his n e w 

building, the up- to -date equipment , the 

f i rst - rate actors he h i red , and t o t h e e n ­

gaging productions tha t he mounted . 

The federal government closed the theatre 

during the investigation of the assassina­

t ion and tr ial of t h e conspirators. A f t e r 

the i r sentencing and hang ing . Ford w a s 

given permission to reopen. Ford received 

threats tha t the building w o u l d be burned 

if he reopened t h e thea t re , so t h e W a r 

Depar tment closed it again. 

In August 1865 t h e d e p a r t m e n t leased 

the building f rom Ford and began its con­

version to a three-s tory off ice bui ld ing. 

Everything in the interior w a s gut ted and 

removed. In 1866 the federal government 

b o u g h t t h e t h e a t r e f r o m Ford fo r 
5100,000. In June 1893, a section of three 
interior f loors collapsed, killing 22 clerks 
and injuring 68. Repaired once again, the 
building served as a government office. 
On February 12 ,1932 , on the 123rd anni­
versary of Lincoln's bir th, the Lincoln M u ­
seum o p e n e d on the first f loor of Ford's 
o l d t h e a t r e . In 1933 the building and muse­
um collection was entrusted to the Nat ion­
al Park Service. 

First Baptist Church 

This photograph, taken shortly after the assassination, 
shows the theatre and nearby buildings draped in 
black mourning bands. Note the muddy, unpaved 
street. NPS 

Cast of the musical Shenandoah. OT CHARLES ERKSKSON 

ing plays tha t are as 
eloquent, intel l igent, 
and respectful of hu­
manity as Mr. Lincoln 
was th roughou t his 
life and presidency. 
Productions are 
praised by critics and 
audiences for the supe­
rior quality of their ar­
tistic programming. 

For box off ice infor­
mat ion, call 202-347-
4833 or visit w w w . 
fords.org. 

Martin Rayner as Scrooge 
in the holiday favorite, 
A Christmas Carol. 
O T CHARLES ERRTKSON 

Planning Your Visit 
Ford's Theatre Nation­
al Historic Site is at 511 
10th Street NW; the 
Petersen House where 
Lincoln died is across 
the street. 

The site has informa­
t ion, tours, exhibits, 
and a bookstore. It is 
open daily f rom 9 am 
to 5 pm except De­

cember 25. The the­
atre is closed to tours 
during rehearsals or 
matinees, but the 
Lincoln Museum in 
the theatre basement 
and the Petersen 
House remain open. 
Food, drink, and gum 
are prohibi ted. 

More Information 
Ford's Theatre 
National Historic Site 
511 10th Street NW 
Washington, DC 
20004 
202-426-6924 
TTY 202-426-1749 
www.nps.gov/ foth 
Ford's Theatre Society 
www.fords.org 

Events at the Petersen House 
The first person to enter t h e Presidential 

Box a f te r Lincoln had been shot w a s 

Charles Augustus Leale, a 23 -year -o ld 

doctor w h o had just completed his med i ­

cal studies. Dr. Leale f o u n d t h e w o u n d in 

Lincoln's head and removed a blood clot, 

which released pressure and a l lowed the 

unconscious president to breathe on his 

o w n . Leale assessed, "His w o u n d is morta l ; 

it is impossible for him to recover," and or­

dered that the president be carried across 

the street to a bed at the home of Wi l l iam 

and Anna Petersen. The Petersen fami ly 

aided as they could, a l though on this night 

their home was no longer their o w n . Over 

90 people w o u l d come and go through the 
house to pay their last respects to the dying 
president. Soldiers stood guard at the f ront 
door and w e r e posted on the roof to keep 
crowds at bay. 

Through t h e n ight , Leale, a long w i t h 

Lincoln's personal physician Dr. Robert 

King Stone and other doctors, cared for 

L incoln—attempt ing to make him comfort­

ab le—for they all k n e w tha t the w o u n d 

w a s fata l . The president never regained 

consciousness. A t 7:22 a m , April 15 ,1865 , 

Abraham Lincoln died. 

Touring the Petersen House Today 

A newspaper artist sketched this death-bed scene as 
Lincoln lay dying. At his bedside are his son, Robert, 
friends, physicians, and members of his staff. His 

wife Mary was not in the room when her husband 
died. This illustration appeared in Harpers Weekly 
on May 6, 1865, three weeks after Lincoln died. 

Rooms in the Petersen 
House are furnished in 
1865 period pieces. 
None of the furni ture 
is original to the house. 

Back Bedroom The bed 
in the Petersen House 
was not long enough 
for Lincoln. He was laid 
across it diagonally w i th 
his shoulders and head 
supported by pillows. 
The furnishings, while 
not original, are accu­
rate due to detailed 
sketches provided by 
eyewitness artists. 

Front Parlor Mary Todd 
Lincoln spent most of 
the night of Apri l 14-15 
here between visits to 
her husband's bedside. 
Their eldest son, Rob­
ert, and close friends 
comforted her through 
the night. In 1865 dou­

ble doors separated 
this room f rom the 
back parlor. 

Back Parlor From here 
Secretary of War Ed­
w in M. Stanton began 
investigating Lincoln's 
assassination. Stanton 
and others sent guards 
to protect Vice Presi­
dent Andrew Johnson, 
quest ioned witnesses, 
ordered Booth's arrest, 
and set in mot ion the 
arrest and tr ia l of 
Booth's conspirators. 
Stanton also broke 
the tragic news to the 
nat ion. 

Back Parlor 
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Panoramic view of Ford's Theatre (left to right): 
backstage. Presidential Box, and theatre seating. 

The Living Theatre 
Today Ford's Theatre 
National Historic Site 
is a live, work ing the­
atre. As a t r ibu te to 
President Lincoln's 
love of the per form­
ing arts, the Ford's 
Theatre Society is 
commi t ted to br ing­
ing the best ta lent to 
the theatre's historic 
stage and to produc-

NPS/CAROL H O T S M I T H 
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