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N a t ion a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e

U. S. D e p a r tm e n t  o f  th e  In t e r i o r

H e re , m id w a y  b e tw e e n  W ash in g ton  a n d  R ic h -
m o n d . U n io n  a n d  C o n fe d e ra te  a rm ie s  fo u g h t  
fo u r  m a jo r  b a ttle s : F re d e ric k s b u rg . C h a n c e llo rs -
ville. the  W ilderness , a n d  S p o ts y lv an ia  C o u r t  
H o use . The C o n fe d e ra te s  w on  the  f irs t  tw o . 
A f te r  the  la s t tw o  e n g a g e m en ts . F e d e ra l tro o p s  
c o n tin u e d  a d riv e  th a t  e v e n tu a lly  c u lm in a te d  in 
the  d e s tru c tio n  o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  A rm y  o f  
N o rth e rn  V irg in ia.

T he  w a r 's  f i r s t  "O n  t o  R i c h m o n d "  c a m p a ig n  fa i le d  
in J u ly  1 8 6 1 ,  as  s h a t t e r e d  U n io n  t r o o p s  s t r e a m e d  
b a c k  in to  t h e  W a s h in g t o n  d e fe n s e s  f r o m  th e  
B a t t le  o f  F i rs t  M a n a s s a s .  T h e  s e c o n d  t h r u s t ,  up 
t h e  P e n in s u la  b e tw e e n  t h e  J a m e s  a n d  t h e  Y o rk  
R iv e rs  d u r in g  t h e  s p r i n g  a n d  s u m m e r  o f  1 8 6 2 ,  
e n d e d  w i t h  t h e  S e v e n  D ays ' B a t t le s  b e f o r e  R ic h -
m o n d  a n d  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  U n io n  a r m y  t o  W a s h -
in g to n .  A  t h i r d  p u s h  in  t h e  la te  s u m m e r  o f  1 8 6 2  
r e s u l t e d  in  th e  C o n f e d e r a t e  v i c t o r y  o f  S e c o n d  
M a n a s s a s .

H a v i n g s t o p p e d t h e F e d e r a l A r m y  o f  t h e  P o to m a c  
t h r e e t i m e s ,  G en . R o b e r t  E. Lee n o w  led  h is  A r m y  
o f  N o r t h e r n  V i r g in ia  i n t o  M a r y la n d .  T h e re ,  in 
S e p t e m b e r  1 8 6 2 ,  G e o rg e  B. M c C le l l a n  d e fe a te d  
th e  in v a s io n  a t  S h a r p s b u r g  o n  A n t ie t a m  C re ek .  
Lee f e l l  b a c k  in to  V i r g in ia .  M c C le l l a n ,  h o w e v e r ,  
fa i le d  t o  e x p lo i t  h is  a d v a n ta g e .

F R E D E R IC K S B U R G

A f t e r  A n t i e t a m ,  A m b r o s e  B u r n s id e  t o o k  c o m -
m a n d  o f  t h e  A r m y  o f  t h e  P o to m a c  a n d  la u n c h e d  
a D e c e m b e r  11 a t t a c k  a c ro s s  t h e  R a p p a h a n n o c k  
R iv e r .  U n d e r  c o v e r  o f  a t h i c k  f o g  h is  e n g in e e r s  
s t a r t e d  b u i ld in g  p o n to o n  b r id g e s .  W h e n  th e  f o g  
l i f t e d .  C o n fe d e r a te  s h a r p s h o o t e r s  h a l te d  t h e  
w o r k . T h o u g h  B u rn s id e 's  a r t i l l e r y  d e v a s ta te d  t h e  
t o w n ,  t h e  c a n n o n  fa i le d  t o  d r i v e  o u t  t h e  s h a r p -
s h o o te r s .  F e d e ra l  i n f a n t r y ,  u s in g  t h e  p o n to o n s  
in  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  m o d e r n  a s s a u l t  la n d in g  c r a f t ,  
t h e n  c r o s s e d  t h e  r i v e r  a n d  d r o v e  t h e  C o n f e d -
e ra te s  f r o m  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g .  On th e  F e d e ra l  le f t ,  
s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  t o w n ,  m o r e  N o r t h e r n  s o ld ie rs  
c r o s s e d  t h e  r iv e r .

T he  f o l l o w i n g  d a y  b o t h  a rm ie s  m a s s e d  t h e i r  
f o r c e s .  L e e  h e ld  t h e  w e l l - n i g h  i m p r e g n a b l e  
h e ig h ts .  On t h e  1 3 th ,  U n io n  t r o o p s  a t t a c k e d  at 
t w o  p o in t s :  t h r o u g h  o p e n  f ie ld s  d o w n r i v e r  a n d  
t o w a r d  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  i t s e l f .  D o w n r i v e r  t h e y  
w e r e  s to p p e d .  A t  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  t h e y  w e r e  
s la u g h te r e d .  O n t h e  n ig h t  o f  D e c e m b e r  1 5 -1 6 ,  
t h e  F e d e ra l  f o r c e s  r e c r o s s e d  th e  R a p p a h a n n o c k  
a n d  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  w a s  o v e r .  
L in c o ln  r e l ie v e d  B u r n s id e  o f  c o m m a n d .

C H A N C E L L O R S V IL L E

J o s e p h  H o o k e r  t o o k  c o m m  a n d  o f  t h e  A r m y  o f  th e  
P o to m a c  i n J a n u a r y 1 8 6 3 .  He m o v e d  in  A p r i l .  On 
t h e  2 7 t h  he le f t  a h o ld in g  f o r c e  a c ro s s  t h e  R a p -
p a h a n n o c k  f r o m  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  a n d  m a r c h e d  
t h e  b u lk  o f  h is  a r m y  u p  t h e  n o r t h e r n  b a n k  t o  c ro s s  
a n d  t u r n  e a s t w a r d  a g a in s t  Lee 's  r e a r .  T he  p la n

w a s  a g o o d  o n e  — so lo g ic a l ,  in f a c t ,  t h a t  Lee a n -
t i c i p a t e d  i t .  He, t o o ,  l e f t  a h o ld in g  f o r c e  b e h in d  
a n d  m o v e d  m o s t  o f  h is  a r m y  u p r i v e r  t o  c o n c e n -
t r a t e  a r o u n d  C h a n c e l lo r s v i l l e ,  a c r o s s r o a d s  10 
m i le s  f r o m  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g .  S u r p r i s e d ,  H o o k e r  
w e n t  in t o  a d e fe n s iv e  p o s i t i o n ,  l e a v in g  h is  r i g h t  
f l a n k  u n p r o t e c t e d .  On M a y  2, Lee  a g a in  d iv id e d  
h is  a r m y  a n d  s e n t  S to n e w a l l  J a c k s o n  a r o u n d  t h e  
U n io n  f r o n t  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  r i g h t .  J a c k s o n  ro l le d  
up  t h e  U n io n  f l a n k ,  b u t  t h e  d a y  e n d e d  t r a g ic a l l y  
f o r  t h e  C o n fe d e r a te s .  T h a t  n i g h t  J a c k s o n  w a s  
m is ta k e n ly  s h o t  b y  his o w n  men. He  d ied  8  days 
la te r  a t  G u iney 's  S ta t io n  on  th e  R.F. &  P. Ra i lroad.

On M a y  3, Lee  la s h e d  o u t  a g a in s t  H o o k e r 's  n e w ly  
f o r m e d  l in e s  a n d  d ro v e  th e m  t o w a r d  t h e  r i v e r .  
B u t  in  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  U n io n  t r o o p s  p u s h e d  b a c k  
t h e  C o n fe d e r a te s  a n d  m o v e d  w e s t w a r d .  O n ce  
m o r e  Lee  d iv id e d  h is  s m a l l  a r m y  a n d  h u r r ie d  
t o w a r d  t h e  t o w n .  On t h e  4 th  a n d  5 th  he c o n c e n -
t r a t e d  a g a in s t  t h e  F e d e ra ls  a t  S a le m  C h u rc h ,  4 
m i le s  w e s t  o f  F re d e r i c k s b u r g ,  a n d  f o r c e d  th e m  
t o  r e t r e a t  a c ro s s  t h e  r i v e r .

H o o k e r  n o w  r e t i r e d  h is  e n t i r e  f o r c e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  
R a p p a h a n n o c k .  L ike  h is  u n s u c c e s s fu l  p r e d e c e s -
s o rs ,  he t o o  f o u n d  h im s e l f  r e l ie v e d  o f  c o m m a n d .  
G e o rg e  G. M e a d e  b e c a m e  h is  s u c c e s s o r .

F ro m  C h a n c e l lo r s v i l l e  Lee m a r c h e d  in to  P e n n -
s y lv a n ia  w h e r e  M e a d e  m a u le d  t h e  C o n fe d e r a te  
A r m y  a t  G e t t y s b u r g ,  f o r c i n g  t h e  d e f e a te d  Lee 
in to  V i r g in ia ,  f o l l o w e d  c a u t i o u s l y  by  M e a d e .  
A f t e r  a n  i n d e c i s i v e  a u t u m n  c a m p a i g n ,  b o t h  
a rm ie s  s e t t le d  in to  w i n t e r  q u a r te r s .

T H E  W IL D E R N E S S

G e n . U ly s s e s  S. G r a n t  n o w  a p p e a r e d  in V i r g in ia .  
A l t h o u g h  he  c o m m a n d e d  a ll  U n io n  a rm ie s ,  he 
m a d e  h is  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w i t h  t h e  A r m y  o f  t h e  
P o to m a c .  In e a r ly  M a y  1 8 6 4 ,  he  o r d e r e d  M e a d e ,  
w h o  w a s  s o u th  o f  t h e  R a p p a h a n n o c k ,  t o  m o v e  
b e tw e e n  Lee a n d  R ic h m o n d .  Lee  p r o m p t l y  a t -
ta c k e d  t h e  F e d e ra ls  in  t h e  W i ld e r n e s s ,  a d e n se  
f o r e s t  w e s t  o f  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g .  T h e  f i g h t i n g  
e n d e d  in  s ta le m a te ,  w h i c h  G r a n t  b r o k e  b y  m a r c h -
in g  M e a d e  e a s t w a r d  a n d  s o u t h w a r d  in a n o th e r  
a t t e m p t  t o  g e t  b e tw e e n  Lee  a n d  R ic h m o n d .

S P O T S Y L V A N I A  C O U R T  H O U S E

W h e n  G r a n t  p u l le d  o u t  o f  t h e  W i ld e r n e s s ,  b o th  
a rm ie s  r a c e d  f o r  t h e  key  r o a d  j u n c t i o n  o f  S p o t -
s y lv a n ia  C o u r t  H o u s e .  Lee  g o t  t h e r e  f i r s t  a n d  
d u g  in. A f t e r  13  d a y s  o f  i n t e r m i t t e n t  f i g h t i n g ,  
m a r k e d  b y  h e a v y  lo sse s  t o  b o t h  s ides ,  p a r t i c u -
la r ly  a t  t h e  B lo o d y  A n g le ,  G r a n t  a g a in  re a l i z e d  he 
c o u ld  n o t  s m a s h  t h r o u g h  Lee 's  f r o n t .  A g a in  he 
s id e s te p p e d  t o  t h e  ea s t  a n d  m o v e d  s o u th  t o w a r d  
R ic h m o n d .  T h e n  c a m e  t h e  N o r t h  A n n a  and  
C o ld  H a r b o r  o p e r a t io n s  a n d  t h e  r e le n t le s s  s iege  
o f  P e te r s b u r g .  P e te r s b u r g  a n d  R ic h m o n d  fe l l  in 
A p r i l  1 8 6 5 .  A  w e e k  la te r ,  Lee  s u r r e n d e r e d .

A B O U T  Y O U R  V I S I T

A  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r  w i t h  a m u s e u m  is in  F r e d e r i c k s -
b u r g  on  U.S. 1 a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  M a r y e ' s  H e ig h ts .  
A n o t h e r  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r  a n d  m u s e u m  is on  th e  
C h a n c e l l o r s v i l l e  B a t t l e f i e l d  1 0  m i l e s  w e s t  o f  
F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  on  Va. 3 . U n i f o r m e d  in t e r p r e t e r s  
a re  a t  b o t h  p la c e s  t o  g iv e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  d i re c -  
t io n s .T h e  i l l u s t r a te d  h a n d b o o k  a n d  an a u t o  t o u r  
g u id e  on  sa le  t h e r e  w i l l  a d d  g r e a t l y  t o  y o u r  u n d e r -
s ta n d in g  o f  t h e  f i g h t i n g .

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  a n d  S p o ts y lv a n ia  N a t io n a l  M i l i -
t a r y  P a rk  is a d m in is t e r e d  b y  t h e  N a t io n a l  Pa rk  
S e rv ic e ,  U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r .  The 
P a rk  c o v e r s  3 ,6 7 2  a c re s  a n d  in c lu d e s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  
f o u r  b a t t l e f i e l d s .  A l l  a r e  w i t h i n  17  m i l e s  o f  
F r e d e r i c k s b u r g .  T w o  o u t l y i n g  p o in t s  o f  in t e re s t  
a re  t h e  h i s t o r i c  S a le m  C h u r c h  b u i l d in g  a n d  th e  
S to n e w a l l  J a c k s o n  M e m o r ia l  S h r in e  a t  G u in e y 's  
S ta t io n  ( n o w  G u in e a ,  Va.), t h e  h o u s e  in  w h ic h  
Lee 's  f a m o u s  l i e u t e n a n t  d ie d .

The  N a t io n a l  P a rk  S y s te m ,  o f  w h i c h  t h i s  p a r k  is 
a u n i t ,  is d e d ic a te d  t o  c o n s e r v in g  t h e  g r e a t  h is -
t o r i c a l ,  n a t u r a l ,  a n d  r e c r e a t io n a l  p la c e s  o f  t h e  
U n i te d  S ta te s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  a n d  e n jo y m e n t  o f  
a ll  t h e  p e o p le .

A  s u p e r in t e n d e n t ,  w h o s e  a d d re s s  is B o x  6 7 9 ,  
F r e d e r i c k s b u r g ,  VA 2 2 4 0 1 ,  is  in  i m m e d i a t e  
c h a rg e  o f  t h e  p a rk .

JAC KS O N  SH R IN E

As th e  N a t io n 's  p r in c ip a l  c o n s e rv a t io n  agency, 
th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  t h e  I n te r io r  has bas ic  re s p o n s i -
b i l i t ie s  f o r  w a te r ,  f ish ,  w i ld l i fe ,  m in e ra l ,  land ,  park ,  
and  re c re a t io n a l  resou rces .  In d ian  and T e r r i to r ia l  
a f fa i rs  a re  o th e r  m a jo r  c o n c e rn s  o f  A m e r i c a ’s 
" D e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a tu ra l  R esou rces ."  The  D e p a r t -
m e n t  w o r k s  to  assu re  th e  w is e s t  ch o ice  in m an a g -
ing al l o u r  re s o u rc e s  so each  w i l l  m ake  i ts  fu l l  
c o n t r ib u t io n  to  a b e t te r  U n i te d  S ta te s —n o w  and 
in th e  fu tu re .
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