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CARIBOU 
of the Western Arctic Herd 

Above: Caribou hair seen at 
high magnification (x.300). 
Scanning electron microscope 
(SEM) image of a longitudinal 
cross-section through a caribou 
hair shows the distinctive open 
cellular structure of the cortex 
and medulla with thin cell walJs 
(reminiscent of 'bubble-wrap'). 
The trapped air within the 
structure gives the hair excellent 
thermal insulating properties 
combined with light weight. 
Densely packed fur protects the 
caribou in arctic conditions. 
It is also weatherproof and 
hard wearing when used for 
traditional Iiiupiaq arctic 
clothing. The hair is 0.16 mm 
wide. Department of Africa, 
Oceania and the Americas, 
The British Museum. Image 
courtesy of the Trustees of the 
British Museum, Department of 
Scientific Research. 
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Map: The longest recorded 
movement of a Western Arctic 
Herd female caribou that NPS 
biologists have monitored. 
Line coloration corresponds 
to time of year for the 
caribou - orange/red is fall 
migration, blue is winter, 
purple is spring migration, 
gray is calving, yellow is insect 
harassment, and light orange 
is late summer. Lines are 
drawn between sequenlial 
GPS locations collected every 
8 hours. 
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