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1. INTRODUCTION 

Alaska's Arctic region is perhaps the last true wilderness in the 
United States. That is to say, it is a vast region largely unin-
hahited and not yet thoroughly explored and surveyed. 

The perpetually frozen perimeter of the Arctic Sea is scantily 
occupied by Eskimos, traders and the U.S. Air Force radar crews; 
recently, the discovery of extensive oil reserves on the Arctic 
slope, east of Point Barrow, have resulted in an advance guard of 
the petroleum industry. 

Between the Arctic slope, drained by the Colville River, and the 
Arctic circle, about 25>0 miles above Fairbanks, lies the east-west 
arc of the Brooks Mountain Range, drained by the Kobuk and Moatak 
Rivers to the west, flowing into Kctzebue Sound, and the Koyukuk, 
Chandalar and Porcupine Rivers, tributaries of the mighty Yukon, 
floxring into the Bering Sea. This rugged area is even more sparse­
ly populated than the Arctic slope, with a ratio of about 100 square 
miles to each single inhabitant! 

Among the wildest and least inhabited sections of the Brooks Range 
are those occupied by the headwaters of the Kobuk (Schwatka Mountains) 
and the headwaters of the Koyukuk (the Endicott Mountains, drained 
by the Alatna, John, Wild, North Fork, Middle Fork and South Fork), 

The human emptiness of this region reinforces the popular conception 
that it is hostile, eternally cold, snowbound, essentially uninhabit­
able, and therefore unthinkable as material for the National Park 
System. The question occurs: what tourist in his right mind would 
endanger himself by a visit there? 

In the dead, of winter Alaska's Arctic is_ in perpetual night, bitterly 
cold and, indeed, hostile. But in the perpetual daylight of late 
spring and summer it is, in fact, often mild and friendly. It is 
also a land of awesome dimension and sheer spectacular Alpine beauty, 
sheltering a unique ecological system, which has simply been wait­
ing, like Cinderella, for something to happen. 

The thing that could and should happen is the creation of a national 
park in this Arctic mountain wilderness. Although it might be some 
years before the full management, protection and interpretation of 
such a park could be implemented, and visitors could be accommodated, 
such a bold visionary step would bring a whole new dimension into the 
National Park System, and revitalize the tourist picture in Alaska. 
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2. BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

Since World War II the National Park Service has had several opportuni­
ties to reconnoitre Alaska's Arctic, Early in the 1950's a team 
headed by Biologist Lowell Sumner, collaborating with the Arctic 
Research Laboratory, the Office of Naval Research and the U.S. Geo­
logical Survey, made extensive studies of the northeast corner of 
Alaska (north slope of the Brooks Range) to determine "the possibili­
ties for interpretation to the public of the natural sciences of 
the Arctic." This resulted in a report entitled, Preliminary Geo­
graphical Survey of theKongakut-Firth River Area. Alaska-Canada, 
April, 19>U. Among more recent efforts was that of the Alaska Task 
Force headed by George L. Collins. In its report of January, 19o3T7 
it defines a "Brooks Hangs and Arctic Slope Zone" of about 120,000 
square miles in northeast Alaska and northwest Yukon Territory. 
(Falling within this zone is the Arctic National Wildlife Range of 
about 9 million acres, established by Secretarial Order in December, 
i960, and administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.) 

Roger Allan's report of November, 1966 entitled Alaska: A plan for 
Action, identifies the Alatna-Kobuk headwaters area as among the 
great climactic but unrecognized scenic wonders: " . . . the most 
rugged, spectacular and awe-inspiring mountains in all Alaska . . . 
remote, pristine, undiscovered and unspoiled." 

More recently the Bureau of Land Management proposed as "roadless 
areas" two substantial blocks of land, one coraprising the jagged 
mountain mass at the headwaters of the North Fork of the Koykuk, 
the other comprising the beautiful upper Alatna Basin and the chain 
of lakes at the head of the Kobuk. Currently the Bureau is pursuing 
wilderness classification studies in these same areas. 

Three Alaska developments have helped to focus wide public attention 
on this, the long-neglected Arctic. First is the State plan for an 
Arctic Transportation Corridor, some kind of an overland route 
(probably a winter trail) from Fairbanks to the Arctic slope, prob­
ably by way of Bettles, the John River to Anuktuvuk Pass. The second 
is the very recent discovery of major oil reserves near Prudhoe Bay, 
which has electrified the State economy. Third is the new tourist 
invasion of the Arctic, with commercial airlines taking summer tour­
ists to Kotzebue, Point Barrow and Fort Yukon. 
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Another influencing factor has been the interest of conservationists« 
In the late 1920's and the 1930's Bob Marshall of the U.S. Forest 
Service made independent surface explorations of the Koyukuk head­
waters, particularly the North Fork, the Middle Fork and the Alatna. 
His book, Arctic Wilderness, an accurate and enthusiastic guide to 
these regions, inspired National Park Service planners to examine cer­
tain aspects of the scenery in question. The Sierra Club and the 
Wilderness Society have also expressed concern for the future of the 
Far North. In 1963 the latter group meeting at Mount KcKinley passed 
the following resolution: "It was the concensus of the Council that 
the staff explore informally with the Secretary of the Interior a 
suitable form of wilderness type classification for an appropriate 
area in the Upper Koyiukuk-Endicott Mountains region of the Brooks 
Range. " 

In October, I967 Director Hartzog presented to Governor Hickel an 
illustrated "deskbook" setting forth "the National Park Service 
Program in Alaska." This included a brief description of the Alatna-
Kobtik Region and the Following NPS policy statement: 

Because of its remoteness and present inaccess-ibility, 
the Alatna-Kobuk region is not well known to the general 
public. Future development of public access to the area— 
by air, land and water—would undoubtedly attract many 
visitors to the scenic wonders of this subarctic wilder­
ness. An indepth study of this area seems warranted from 
the standpoint of its qualifying as a possible addition to 
the National Park System. 

The Office of Resource Planning, San Francisco Service Center, came 
up with a plan for a reconnaissance of the Alatna Wilderness in 
July, 1967 but was frustrated by the Fairbanks flood and heavy rain­
fall in the Arctic. However, a successful reconnaissance was 
finally made in June, I9680 
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3. PURPOSE AKD 03J3CT1TE3 0? THE STUDI 

The purpose of an "Arctic probe/' put in simplest terms, was to 
reconnoitre that portion of the south slope of the Brooks Range 
reputed to have the greatest scenic and scientific interest in an 
effort to determine if there were resource values there which might 
be considered nationally significant; if so, if it would be both 
feasible and suitable to consider such resources for inclusion 
in the Hational Park System. 

With this purpose in mind, the objectives were to spend up to one 
week in the vicinity, camping at various lakes, and making aerial 
reconnaissance of features which had been researched or others of 
interest which might be discovered. A further objective was to 
prepare a report on this experience and the resultant findings 
which would either recommend eliminating the Brooks Range from 
further consideration, or, on the other hand, might form the basis 
of a judgment by the Director that the area in question had promise 
and that, therefore, more intensive studies might be warranted. 
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k. FIELD INVESTIGATION 

A decision having been made to undertake the field study in June, 
ly68j Team Captain Merrill J. Mattes in San Francisco assembled 
all available maps and data on this remote region. The very liiirlted 
data consisted primarily of maps and one or two publications by the 
U.S. Geological Survey, and two pertinent books by Bob Marshall, 
Arctic Wilderness and Arctic Village, almost the only things in 
print dealing directly with the area in question. (There is other 
literature on the Arctic, of course, but it is mainly quite peripheral 
to the situation on the Upper Koyol-aik. The very scarcity of informa­
tion on this region, indicating the infrequenoy of visits here by 
scientific observers, gave this particular project an unusual sense 
of challenge and excitement.) 

Meanwhile, back in Anchorage, the two other members of the team were 
not idle. Landscape Architect Bailey 0. Breedlove took care of the 
bulk of logistical requirements, including arrangements for supplies, 
provisions, aerial navigation charts and, most important of all, 
essential plane transportation by an agreement with Theron Smith, 
Chief Pilot for the U.S. Fash and Wildlife Service. Biologist 
Richard Prasil tracked down all data available locally on geology, 
ecology and other scientific considerations. Of particular value 
were copies of contract reports on two National Landmarks that fell 
within the proposed study area: Walker Lake and the Arragetch Peaks. 

All team members provided themselves with 3J> mm. cameras, and a 
plentiful supply of color film. It was recognized that a good 
pictorial record of this little known territory would be of the 
greatest importance. 



The team was not given any specific designated area as the study area, 
although the Alatna River was generally thought of originally as the 
focal aspect. Bob Marshall's vivid descriptions of Wiseman and the 
extraordinary features at the head of the North Fork, suggested their 
inclusion in the study also while acquaintance with Lois Crisler's 
book, Arctic Wild and iiicholas Gubser's Munamiut Eskimos indicated that 
the Arctic Divide and Anaktuvuk Pass would also be of exceptional 
interest. Another factor governing the limits of the region to be 
checked out would be the logistical requirements of camping, aircraft 
landing and refueling, as well as the extensive personal knowledge 
of the country by the pilot, Theron Smith. As it turned out, the 
terrain actually covered by the aircraft and thus within sight distance 
of the team was a rather formidable area roughly 20,000 square miles 
in extent, bounded by Bettles on the south, Anaktuvuk Pass on the 
north, the Eskimo village of Kobuk on the west, and Tvnhn Lakes on the 
east. Thus the general coverage included the Schwatka Mountains at 
the head of Noatak and Kobuk Rivers, the chain of lakes at the head 
of Kobuk River, and virtually all of that portion of the Brooks Range 
identified on some maps as the Endicott Mountains, which constitute 
the bulk of the Upper Koyukuk drainage basin. 

The aircraft used was a twin-engine Grumman amphibian based at Anchor­
age. Theron Smith, who is generally regarded as one of -Alaska's most 
skillful bush pilots (a fact impressively borne out by our e.qperience) 
was at the controls. In addition to Mattes, Prasil and Breedlove, 
the Bureau of Land Management was invited and did send along as an 
observer, Alden Sievers, Recreation Planner stationed at Fairbanks. 
The total of four passengers turned out to be ideal, since the added 
weight of the cargo (supplies and provisions for about one week plus 
possible emergencies), plus a maximum fuel load, ensured a good lift­
off for the Grumman in a tortuous terrain largely devoid of emergency 
landing facilities where any overload might have unfortiuoate con­
sequences. 

Departure from Anchorage was on the morning of June 16. Pertinent 
language in Team Captain Mattes's notebook, coupled with the appended 
map based on aerial navigation charts, will indicate the flight log: 

June 16 (Sunday): High overcast permits departure from 
Anchorage about 11 a.m. Cross the Alaska Range via Rainy 
Pass. Observe the spectacular Cathedral Spires. Enter 
Mount McKinley National Park at its northwest corner. 
Mount McKinley itself is, as usual, invisible, but we get 
a glimpse of Wonder Lake before proceeding along Toklat 
River. Observe a light plane crash-landed on a gravel bar 
within the park, which we report by radio to the Superin­
tendent. Land without further incident at Fairbanks to 
pick up Alden Sievers. 
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Proceed northwestward across Yukon River and the Arctic 
Circle over open tundra to Bottles (population 2h\, gravel 
runway) where we refuel and report to FAA station. Being 
well supplied with woolen jackets and long underwear, I am 
shocked to find that this Arctic village is enjoying a 
near-record heat wave, around 90 degrees Fahrenheit. In 
late afternoon fly northwestward, picking up the Alatna 
River, just east of Iniakuk Lake and landing at beautiful 
Lake Takahula where the only sign of civilization is one 
unoccupied log cabin. We select a gravel bar on the south 
shore and set up our first camp. The weather is nearly 
perfect, reminding me of a June day in Nebraska. At this 
tine of year the sun shines all night up here, making 
sleep difficult. 

June 17; The first full day of exploration is brilliant 
with warm sunshine as we take off with the object of exam­
ining the territory to the west. Proceed up the Alatna 
River to its headwaters, noting tributaries, salient mountain 
peaks and generally bizarre character of this pure wilder­
ness. At the Arctic Divide, headwaters of the Killik and 
Nigu Rivers flowing into the Colville to the Arctic Sea, we 
turn south to the headwaters of the Noatak, passing over 
black, snow-capped mountains so profuse as to resemble 
ocean waves. 

We follow the Noatak valley westward to a point beyond 
Nakmaktuak Pass, then meander southward over the forbidding 
Schwatka Mountains, picking up the Kogoluktuk River and 
Kollioksak Lake. We note a road going northward to Bornite 
(the Kerinicott Mines), the only road of any description in 
this entire territory. We decide to drop in at Kobuk to be 
friendly with the natives. Since the runway there is flooded, 
Theron drops down in a nearby ox-bow lake. Idle impromptu 
Eskimo welcoming committee escorts us into the village where 
we observe their fairly primitive dwellings, food caches, 
gardens, dogs and riverfront activity. Seems like a quiet 
peaceful place, far from television and scenes of civic riot 
and rebellion. 

About high noon we take off for Lake Selby-Narvak (twin lakes 
joined by a narrow passage) where we skim down, have lunch and 
hike the lake shore, observing the distinctive arctic vegeta­
tion, ice still floating in Narva!:, and the remains of a tent 
camp (for fishermen, presumably), once established here by 
Wien Airlines. Again, the scenery is magnificent and the 
weather idyllic. 
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We go several hundred miles out of our way southward to 
the Athabascan Indian village of Hughes on the Koyukuk 
River, in order to refuel. Hughes, with log cabins, the 
usual caches, small boys, dogs and a native store, is 
muddily picturesque after a local rain shower. 

We fly now directly north to Morutak Lake, thence meander 
northward to observe Minakosa, Nutuvukti and Walker Lakes, 
and again northward to circle Mount Igipak, the highest 
mountain (85x0) within our reconnaissance area. From 
thence we fly eastward to have a close-up view of the 
crazily designed Arragetch Peaks (to me they resemble the 
spinal armor plates of a StegcHjjnirus dinosaur). Lake 
Takahula is distantly visible from Arragetch, so from 
this point it is downhill all the way to our camp, which 
had been happily undisturbed by bears or other marauders. 

June 18: Weather not quite so balmy. Some cloud forma­
tions but not enough to impair visibility. Since we were 
too late last evening to get good pictures of the Arragetch, 
we return there for another closer look at this fantastic 
formation. Thence to Settles to refuel and try to fix, with­
out success, the plane radio, without which if we go down 
in flames nobody will know where. But that's how it is. 
We fly up Wild River to the lake of the same name, circle 
around, splash down at the north end of the lake, decide 
its no good for camping purposes, so taxi down-lake looking 
for a suitable spot. By this time it is raining and, to 
make matters worse, a hippie-type individual with beard is 
pursuing us in a rowboat. He catches up with us when we 
get stuck in shore mud. As it turns out he is not violent 
but he does make it clear that airplanes are not welcome 
in this paradise. (However else would one get there?) 
Ignoring him and the tiny colony of self-imposed exiles who 
live at the south end of Wild Lake, we finally find a camp 
which affords little shelter, but ample wood, and bed down 
for the night. The arrangement is the usual one. I share 
quarters with Theron in the plane while the others, set up 
in tents, are exposed to grizzly bears and other hazards. 
(Ko grizzlies appeared, but Prasil claims to have seen their 
spoor.) 
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June 19: This was another very big eventful and memorable 
day, which was divided into two parts. First from Wild Lake 
vie head more or less due north via the headwaters of John 
River to Anaktuvuk Pass. Ragged cloud formations make an 
eerie spectacle of sharp mountain peaks sawed off like a 
series of shark's teeth. Anaktuvuk Pass is clouded over 
also, but miraculously the clouds part as Theron threads 
his way into the pass and drops down on the gravel runway. 

The Eskimo village of Anaktuvuk is not exactly Shangri-la 
but it is one of the most isolated and picturesque spots 
in North America. Right smack on the Arctic Divide at an 
elevation of around 2,100 feet, on a cloudy windy day it 
proves to be the chilliest spot yet visited. However, the 
Eskimos here couldn't be more friendly, and vie thoroughly 
enjoy talking with them, photographing the dwellings of 
sod, log and canvas, the drying racks laden with caribou 
meat and hides, and some of the more colorful individuals, 
including old Elijah the patriarch, his granddaughters and 
Simon Paneak, the village chief. These people live by 
hunting caribou which obligingly migrate semi-annually right 
past their little village (population less than 100). We 
each buy a pair of the oaribou-hid.e face masks for which 
Anaktuvuk craftsmen are famous. 

From Anaktuvuk vie fly due west to frozen Cliandler Lake, 
just beyond the Divide, (not to be confused with Chandalar 
lake at the head of Chandalar River), then pick up Hunt 
Fork of John River, observing bands of mountain sheep and one 
or two isolated cabins. Then we dropped south down the John-
past Sillyasheen and Gunsight Mountains, and a small mining 
camp at the mouth of Allen River, to Bettles for more gas. 
From Bettles we head northeastward up the Middle Fork of the 
Koyulruk, destination Wiseman, the "arctic village" which is 
the subject of Bob Marshall's book. When he was there in 
the 1930's it was still a fairly populous village (around 
100) as villages go in this part of the world, but we found 
it to be just one cut above a ghost town. Surrounded by high 
mountains it sits on the delta formed by the junction of 
Wiseman Creek and the Middle Fork. Its seldom used airstrip 
is overgrown with grass and the place looks deserted, but 
when we land two inhabitants approach. Sourdoughs in their 
sixties, they inform us that the present village population 
is 10, and that the other 8 citizens, all male, are working 
in the mine at nearby ITolan. We are conducted on a tour of 
Wiseman, observing the neat homes and arctic gardens of these 
rugged bachelors, as well as the deserted buildings—the locked 
store, with some goods still on shelves, the Arctic Brotherhood 
lodge building or conrauiity hall, also still furnished with 
library, victrola, etc., the schoolhouse, the old roadhouse, and 
numerous empty boarded up dwellings. This looks like a clever 
setting for a Holljnrood western, only it is in the Arctic and 
it is real. 
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From Bettles we fly westward, circling the little mine at 
Nolan, crossing Delay Fass, and observing several bands of 
mountain sheep before dropping down once more into Wild Lake. 

June 20: Another day flying over an immense and hauntingly 
beautiful land, the pure wilderness of the Upper North Fork, 
(between Anaktuvuk Pass and Wiseman) dominated by Mount 
Doonerak, which so captivated Bob Marshall. We decamp at 
Wild. Lake, circle over some moose ponds, and go due north up 
the Tinayguk, a tributary of the North Fork, to its begin­
nings at Gray Mountain. From here we go eastward to North 
Fork at its junction with Ernie Creel:, just above the Gates 
of the Mountains (the sheer valley formed by Mt. Boreal and 
Frigid Crags), then drop down to Redstar Mountain. 

For over an hour we circle around absorbing the magnificent 
scenery and taking photographs of the great constellation of 
sharply defined peaks at the head of North Fori:—the Preci­
pices, Hanging Glacier, Doonerak, Wien, Amawk, Apoon, etc. 
The brooding loneliness of these mountains under a leaden 
gray cloud cover is overpowering. To the north beyond the 
Arctic Divide we can see Cocked Hat, Marshmallovr and other 
equally stark peaks. We drop down Glacier River, tributary 
of the North Fork, then ascend Hammond River and return for 
the last time to Bettles via Diettrich River and the Middle 
Fork. 

From Bettles we follow the South Fork to Big Lake, splash 
' down at Twin Lakes to fish for grayling, then via Chandalar 
lake, Chandalar River and the Indian village of Venetie make 
the long flight to Fort Yukon, where we spend the night. 

June 21; Fort Yukon is outside the province of our Brooks 
Range study (and, in fact, is reported on separately in the 
RPSSC report on Alaska Native Cultural Studies), but since 
we are grounded by foul weather we tour this sizeable Indian 
village out of sheer curiosity, noting the Indian dwellings, 
boats, manners and customs, the Northern Mercantile store, 
the tug boat with barges unloading at the dock (it makes 
three annual visits here), the old hotel or roadhouse, and 
the restoration of the old Hudson's Bay Company Fort Yukon 
(built with Alaska Centennial funds in 1967) that goes back 
to 161.6. 
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The rain continues, but the ceiling lifts sufficiently to 
give Theron Smith enough courage to try flying to Fairbanks, 
Because of the low ceiling, however, we do not make a beeline 
for it, but carefully follow the meanders of the Yukon Basin 
and see the site of the proposed Rampart Dam which, if built, 
would flood this entire section of Alaska, In the evening, 
at Fairbanlcs, ire patriotically visit the Centennial Fair­
grounds where certain eoahibits and entertainments of the 
frontier era are featured. 

June 22; Breedlove and Prasil go on to Anchorage with the 
pilot, but I drop off at Mount McKinley National Park to 
check in with Superintendent George Hall and initiate field 
studies for the new Mount McKinley National Park master plan. 

The entire flight distance: Anchorage to the Arctic and 
return, was 3,250 miles, while the distance travelled within 
the Brooks Range study area, from first departure at Bettles 
to landing at Twin Lakes, was 1800 miles. Total flight time 
was 26 hours. 

It should, be noted that later in the season, Bailey Breedlove 
made a vitally important follow-up trip to Fairbanks where 
he researched records at the University of Alaska, the 
District Office, Bureau of land Management and elsewhere 
to obtain mining, land ownership, planning and various eco­
nomic data required for a complete report. 

To assist further in the preparation of this report, Bailey 
Breedlove also provided aerial navigation, flight pattern 
and meteorological data, while Dick Prasil supplied iirforma-
tion relating to natural history, ethnology and other scien­
tific aspects of the study. 
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5"A. RESOUTICE DESCRIPTION - ARCHEOIOGT AND BTHI-10L0GY 

Anaktuvuk Pass is the only location within the study area (bounded 
by Kobulc-Ankatmnik Pass-Twin lakes-Settles) which as received 
attention from archeologists. The following statement relating to 
this Pass appears in a report by the National Survey of Historic 
Sites and Buildings on Alaska archeology: 

Several sites of caribou-hunting people, including Kayuk 
and Imaigenik, have been located at various points within 
this two-mile wide and twelve-mile long important pass. 
The entire pass may be regarded as an areheological site 
of note. The significance lies in the definition of 
flint forms associated with caribou hunting and the promise 
of stability in those forms that will make possible a far-
reaching typology. Among the sites aire those containing 
Denbigh-like flints, others in which notched points pre­
dominate, and still others in which are found points like 
those of the Great Plains. The precise chronology is not 
yet xrorked out, but indications are that the earliest 
flints were deposited shortly after Wisconsin glaciation 
ended and that other sites formed a more cr less contin­
uous series to the present day. 

Since caribou migrate through the Kobific-Koj'uicuk study area, and 
there is a relative abundance there also of moose, bear, sheep and 
other game animals as well as fish in the streams, it is only 
reasonable to suppose that the region has been visited for untold 
centuries by both Athabascan Indians to the south and east, and by 
Eskimos from the north and west. However, except for Anaktuvuk Pass, 
no evidence is known of any native occupation sites in recorded times 
other than summer camps. Because of the very sparseness of native 
population even today on the periphery of the Kobuk-Koyuloik, it may 
be concluded that hunting and fishing use of the area has been slight, 
in quantitative terms. Conversation with Eskimos at Anaktuvuk and 
Indians at Hughes indicated that most of their hunting and fishing 
was done within a fifty miles radius of these two villages; in 
other words, the abundance of game and fish made long forays away 
from home unnecessary. (Most of the hunting of sheep and bear that 
occurs today seems to be the sport of non-natives who fly in from 
Lower Alaska.) 
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In his personal exploration of the Alatna River and tributaries in 
1931, Bob Marshall found "many old stumps of trees which Eskimos had 
chopped by stone ax." However, in discussing various place names of 
Eskimo origin which were translated for him by Eskimo acquaintances, 
Marshall theorizes that "these names were indicative of the fact 
that this whole country was a no-man's land until quite recently, 
because even the Eskimos had no names for its features before the 
life times of the fathers and sisters of the present generation," 

The Koyulcon Indians living south and east of the Brooks Range (as 
at Hughes and Venetie) are of Athabascan stock. Their orientation 
seems to have been southward, to the land between the Koyulcuk and 
the Yulcon, so that their impact upon the immediate study area 
would have been negligible. 

The only populations that might be considered actually native to 
the Kobuk-Koyu'aik study area are Inland Eskimos, that is, the 
Kobuks at Nunamiut Eskimos at Anaktuvuk Pass. There is no record 
of the Kobuks ever having a village further east than the present 
one. Within this century some families of the Hunamiat group have 
also lived temporarily at Bettles and Wiseman but historically, 
for the most part, their principal habitat was the north slope of 
the Brooks Range, that is, the Arctic slope along Colville River, 
and the Arctic Coast. 

The earlier migrations of the Munamiat seem to relate variously to 
fluctuations in the size of the caribou herds, and opportunities 
for fur trading and employment at Point Barrow and other posts 
along the Arctic Sea. Early in the twentieth century the Hunamiat 
migrated to the coast as the result of the decimation of caribou 
herds, living at Point Barrow and other stations on the Arctic 
where they became involved in whaling, the fur trade and occasional 
employment by American and British traders, government agents and 
scientists. Old Elijah Kakinya and Jessie Ahgook now resident at 
Analctuvuk worked for Vilhjalmur Stefansson and other Arctic explorers. 

13 



Although Anaktuvuk Pass itself has been the scene of caribou hunting 
and Intermittent village occupation for many centuries, the present 
F^kimo settlement at Anaktuvuk is of quite recent origin. In the 
late 1930's business along the Arctic coast was so poor that the 
Nunamiut began to drift back to their home country in the Brooks 
Range. At first they settled in Killik Valley and the Chandler Lake 
area, but by lQpl most families had settled at Anaktuvuk Pass. That 
same year a school was established, a church was organized, and mail 
service was established on a monthly basis. Sig ifien was the first 
bush pilot to contact the band; he or one of his employees therefore 
made annual visits to trade supplies for wolf hides and furs. In 
I960 Wien Airlines drove a. caterpillar tractor from Umiat on the 
coast to the pass to rough out a landing strip. Since World War II 
the village has been visited by a variety of scientists, government 
agents, oil field crews and even some far-out tourists. However, 
the National Park Service team found in I968 that an arriving plane 
is still a sufficient occasion for a turnout of the entire village; 
they also found one enterprising Eskimo (old Elijah Kakinya) who 
had a tent cafe set up to sell coffee and doughnuts to any chance 
arrivals. 

None of the former typical dwellings, the caribou hide covered 
"itchelik," was observed at Anaktuvuk. Their summer dwelling is 
now a canvas tent or wood cabin. The "itchelik" formerly used was 
occupied the entire year regardless of weather. Another house in 
areas of more "permanent" stay was the "ivrulik," made of sod placed 
over a wooden frame. Several were seen at Anaktuvuk. Although sled 
dogs are still abundant in the village, over-the-snow vehicles are 
slowly replacing the older form of transport. Summer clothing is 
of white man's manufacture, but winter garments are, in part, prob­
ably still of Nunamiut construction. 

The closer one approaches Anaktuvuk, the more evident it becomes that 
the people are still dependent to a large degree on caribou. Caribou 
skeletal remains dot the tundra in increasing number. At Anaktuvuk 
caribou hides and drying meat can be seen beside most dwelling places. 
Sled dogs are still observed, but their shelters largely appear to 
be an open-end 55 gallon gasoline drum - an ubiquitous feature of 
every village with an airstrip. 
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The principal informants contacted by the team, besides Kakinya, 
were John Hugo, Robert Paneak and Simon Paneak. The last individual 
is understood to be the village leader. A thoroughly informative 
book, The Nunamiat Eskimos: Hunters of Caribou, has been written 
by Nicholas J. Gubser of Tale University, whose study was conducted 
in I960. The native population at Anaktuvuk seems to be composed 
of less than twenty households, with a population stabilized around 
100. The integrity of the native culture has been remarkably well 
preserved to date, with pernicious influences such as alcohol almost 
nil. This is threatened, however, by prospects for an Arctic Corridor 
from Fairbanlcs to the coast; if as seems likely this will go through 
Anaktuvuk Pass, this village may lose its distinctive character by 
falling into the pattern 01 racially mixed, mechanized and "American­
ized" towns already familiar on the coast, as at Kotzebue and Point 
Barrow. The Alaska Sportsman for May, 1?68 reports also that, "lately 
there has been some talk of moving the village because it is running 
out of firewood xrithin a day's dog team trip radius." 
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